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Letters to the editor

Endorsing Foreman, Smith and Sturm

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Lafayette has great schools. As former school
board members we are proud of the part we played in
building and sustaining the educational programs that
support every student’s success.

Today, we are supporting the following candidates
for the Lafayette School Board: Katy Foreman, Dave
Smith and Rob Sturm. We are confident that they will
ensure the continued excellence of our schools and re-
flect the values of our community.

These candidates are knowledgeable about educa-
tional issues, and have outstanding records of contri-
butions to our schools and community. They will best
represent all of our students, our teachers, our com-
munity, and our school district. Lafayette deserves
and needs School Board members who will continue to
bring our community together.

Please vote for these candidates on Nov. 8 to en-
sure the excellence of schools in Lafayette for our
students.

Ann Appert (8 years)

Judy Carney (7 years)
Roger Falcone (6 years)
David Gerson (8 years)
Teresa Gerringer (19 years)
Art Kapoor (6 years)

Mary McCosker (13 years)
Shayne Silva (18 years)

More on November’s ballot than you realize

Over the past couple years we’ve read about
school board takeovers by right-wing groups who have
proceeded to fire administration, regulate sex educa-
tion, and ban books. I thought we’d be immune from
such attacks here in this liberal enclave of Northern
California. However, a recent Cal Matters article titled
"Back to school: California Republicans bet big on local
board races," and a look at the slate of candidates run-
ning for the Acalanes Union High School Board has me
alarmed.

Could a takeover be happening here? Have pan-
demic lockdowns and frustrating back-to-school proto-
cols so fractured our community that the door is now
open for right-wing candidates to take control of our
local school boards?

It’s said that school board seats are supposed to be
non-partisan positions. However, the values held by
school board members influence the policies that
shape our students’ daily lives. It’s important that we
get more answers to fundamental questions about
their candidacy:

- What do they believe is needed for our schools?

- What work have they done to create an informed
point of view?

- How familiar are they with the learning
environment?

- What is their perception of the current school ad-
ministration and teachers?

- Do they support diversity programs?

Many of us moved here for the high-quality public ed-
ucation. Let’s not endanger this jewel of our commu-
nity. Please research the candidates on November’s
ballot, demand more visibility into their platforms,
and keep monitoring their campaign contributions at
www.cocovote.us/run-for-office-or-file-a-measure/
campaign-contributions/

Karen Jaworski

Moraga

Lafayette School Board election

This year’s election for Lafayette School Board, like
many school board elections around the country, is an
important one that merits the attention of all Lafayette
residents. The markedly different platforms repre-
sented by the candidates offers one of the clearest
choices for voters in recent history.

Our public schools have had a long tradition of
academic rigor and excellence, while providing a safe
and supportive environment for all children. In addi-
tion, our schools offer forward-thinking programs to
ensure that our students are prepared to positively
contribute to the society of our future. The quality of
our schools and their positive impact in our commu-
nity is one of the primary reasons why so many of us
live here.

Our schools have also benefitted greatly from a
high level of parental engagement. Katy Foreman,
Dave Smith and Rob Sturm have demonstrated the
highest level of parent volunteerism and leadership in
the Lafayette School District. They have dedicated their
time to the schools, volunteered on the PTA, raised
money for LPIE and served on the Lafayette
School Board. They know and understand the schools
and this community. We are all fortunate to have the
opportunity for the three of them to continue in their
service and their leadership.

At this critical time for our children, our city, and
our country, our school system cannot afford to move
backward in its curriculum and programming. My
vote is for Katy Foreman, Dave Smith, and Rob Sturm.
They have the experience, qualifications and commit-
ment to inclusivity to move our schools forward.

Sean Emerson George
Lafayette

Sturm, Smith, and Foreman for Lafayette School
Board

Lafayette Education Association (LEA) is proud to
endorse Rob Sturm, Dave Smith, and Katy Foreman as
candidates for the Lafayette School District Governing
Board. These three have shown a commitment to edu-
cation and community as evidenced by the long list of
committees, councils, and associations to which they
have been or currently are members.

Rob Sturm has served on the Lafayette School Dis-
trict Governing Board since 2017 and has been Presi-
dent for the past two years. He was a calm and objec-
tive voice of reason as our district and community
weathered the challenges of the pandemic. Dave Smith
was appointed to the Governing Board in June 2021
and immediately made an impact. As a board member,
the questions he asks show a willingness to learn and
the statements he makes show how quickly he has
learned. In all things, Dave presents considered views
based on facts. Katy Foreman has an impressive back-
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ground in service to our schools. She has served on
various parent organizations, often in a leadership po-
sition. In all things, Katy is steadfastly centered on in-
clusion and well-being for everyone.

At a recent LEA Members’ Meeting where all six
candidates for school board spoke, it was obvious that
Rob, Dave, and Katy were deeply familiar with our dis-
trict’s curriculum and programs, its financial struc-
ture, and the needs of the students, employees, and
parents. All three candidates possess their own indi-
vidual strengths and expertise that will make them in-
valuable members of the Lafayette School District Gov-
erning Board. In addition, these three candidates pos-
sess the ability to accept and welcome others and they
put this ability into practice consistently.

Lafayette School District needs leaders with such
depth of knowledge and character and Lafayette stu-
dents deserve leaders who will always have students’
best interests as their focus. Rob, Dave, and Katy are
this type of leader. Lafayette Education Association, as
the representative for certificated and credentialed
staff in the district, feels that Rob Sturm, Dave Smith,
and Katy Foreman are the best candidates for Govern-
ing Board. Please cast your vote for Sturm, Smith, and
Foreman!

Debbie Deitch, Lafayette Education Association
President
Lafayette

A Crucial Vote

In 2020, over 7,000 community members signed
our petition affirming that Acalanes Union High School
District and Lafayette School District students deserve
to learn in classrooms that are anti-racist, anti-biased,
and inclusive. We heard you loud and clear, and our
school districts were listening closely too.

Today we invite you to revisit Support Racial Eq-
uity at LAFSD and AUHSD at change.org to receive an
update on the tremendous progress we have made. We
also call on you to join us in this critical moment.

As we approach the upcoming school board elec-
tions, we have seen two vastly different groups of can-
didates emerge. We would like to highlight candidates
who have been champions for this cause.

The Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Belonging
(DEIB) goals that our districts have met are based on
data that show when students feel seen and supported,
it has a positive and direct impact on their academic
success, mental health, and sense of safety. This
change that has allowed students to thrive as leaders
and as learners, is now under attack. In this election,
every voice and every vote is critically important.

In November, Walamorinda voters will choose
three candidates to fill three open seats on the LAFSD
and AUHSD Governing Boards. As authors of this peti-
tion, a parent group with a multi-year track record of
service to both school districts, we offer our full en-
dorsement for LAFSD candidates Katy Foreman, Rob
Sturm and Dave Smith, and AUHSD candidates Jen-
nifer Chen, Nancy Kendzierksi and Chris Severson.
These candidates have a strong history of supporting
DEIB efforts in our schools and communities.

All of our families belong. All of our children de-
serve to see themselves reflected in what they learn. It
is not hyperbole to say that our community is at a tip-
ping point. We need each other. We have seen the
beautiful change that can happen when families,
board members, faculty and administrators collabo-
rate across our districts. Let’s make sure this continues
- together.

Lamorinda Community for Diversity, Equity, Inclusion
and Belonging in Education

City Meeting on SP Creek Restoration

The FlowWest 2019 Plan was designed to mini-
mize environmental impacts (e.g. tree removal, hard-
scaping) and has the approval of the Regional Water
Quality Control Board. The Sept. 14 Lamorinda Weekly
article on creek restoration ignores that Planning Di-
rector, D. Buckley, noted this plan as an alternative
and concentrates only on the PLaceWorks plan to keep
the broken, strait-jacketed channel. It was stated the
PW plan “would result in no net rise of flooding.” True
but it does not improve habitat nor hydraulic function.
In fact, no net rise is a requirement of ANY creek
restoration project.

Director Buckley thought the 2019 concept would
“need approval from all property owners” but this is
not exactly true as only 2 properties have the space to
approve meandering. Furthermore wouldn’t the PW
ADA trail through parking lots and private land re-
quire approval from all property owners? The men-
tion of transmission lines as a constraint applies to de-
velopment, but not to creek restoration.

A positive outcome: PW writes that “research into
property ownership and easements would be neces-
sary” — something that is overdue. The one thing we all
agree on is that the downstream culvert is undersized
for the amount of runoff we can potentially get in a
heavy storm. No one has addressed this issue due to
cost. SP Creek last flooded at the culvert in 1995.
Cinda MacKinnon
Orinda

Shapiro for Moraga Town Council

We’re writing to express our strong support for
David Shapiro for Moraga Town Council. We have
known David for over a decade, and he offers indis-
pensable skills to the Council: he is thoughtful, respect-
ful, and even-keeled, and possesses wide-ranging legal
expertise—having excelled as federal prosecutor and
private attorney for over 40 years—that will be of great
value to the Town.

While serving as a U.S. Attorney and Chief of the
Criminal Division in San Francisco, David prosecuted
complex drug, mafia, and white-collar cases. In private
practice he has litigated securities and accounting
fraud, real estate disputes, banking law matters, and
other varied legal topics, and provided pro-bono coun-
sel to individuals unable to afford lawyers.

David’s stellar career leading government and law
firm offices, along with his investigative and trial expe-
rience, will enhance Moraga’s ability to navigate new
state housing mandates, zoning law changes and de-
velopment proposals. He is intensely committed to en-
suring that our town preserves its historic semi-rural
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character and scenic beauty throughout this process.

David has lived in Moraga 26 years. His kids grew
up here, went to our schools, and were active in sports
and theater. He and his family care deeply about our
town.

Moraga will benefit from a Council of smart, hard-
working and analytic people who can consider all
points of view and work together toward consensus.
David is the consummate professional and will fulfill
that role with distinction.

Please support him with your vote.

Barry and Sue Behr
Moraga

Vote for David Shapiro for Moraga Council

We support David Shapiro for the Moraga Town
Council’s open two-year seat. We first met David and
his family through our daughters and have since come
to know him and his wife Tina well, meeting often at
Rancho Laguna Park to walk our dogs together and to
clear overgrown weeds.

David is dedicated to protecting open space which
is central to Moraga’s identity. He also recognizes that
the state now requires Moraga to plan for additional
growth. His goals during this planning process are to
enhance our commercial “downtown” areas while
minimizing adverse impacts on traffic, scenic corri-
dors, and open space so that Moraga’s special charac-
ter and quality of life are preserved.

We are confident David will use his legal expertise
and intellect to work collaboratively with our town -
council, staff, and residents. We believe his readiness
to meet the challenges of the position will benefit the
people of Moraga.

William Faoro, PE

Board of Directors - Moraga Local Sales Tax Oversite
Committee (Measure K)

Elizabeth Faoro

Former Moraga Parks and Recreation Commissioner
Moraga

Moraga Town Council Endorsement For Candidate
David Shapiro

As a longtime (33 year) Moraga resident, I am enthusi-
astically endorsing David Shapiro for Town Council.
David’s successful legal career began as a federal pros-
ecutor with the U.S. DOJ where he notably helped cre-
ate the Office’s securities fraud and computer fraud
sections before venturing into private practice with na-
tionally renowned firms. The Town needs council
members with David’s passion for public service,
proven analytical, intellectual and consensus building
skills, and wisdom and clear eyed judgment based on
long years’ experience handling complex and challeng-
ing problems. David is honest, fair minded, approach-
able and understands Moraga’s community values.
David will be an outstanding council member.

Jim Wraith

Moraga

Support for Steven Danziger

As a 50 year resident I have seen many changes in
our area. One of the most dramatic has been the
amount of property clearing along evacuation routes.
The MOFD Chief and Fire Board have done a great job
to try and make us all safer. Ibelieve we are fortunate
to have Director Steven Danziger as District 3 repre-
sentative on the Board. Steven has impressed me with
his understanding of the issues, his leadership, qualifi-
cations and responsiveness. He understands govern-
ment, Fire and cares.

Steven is running for re-election against an oppo-
nent who does not appear to have any experience in
government or fire. Steven has over 3 decades, includ-
ing 20 years as Administrative Manager of Oakland
Fire. Steven was Board President for two terms and is
involved in our community. He is a MOFD Ambas-
sador and on the CERT Team. He chairs the Parks and
Rec Commission, volunteers at the library and at the
Orinda Nature Area with Toris .He does much more in-
cluding organizing Blood drives and will soon give Red
Cross donation #100!

Steven knows the Fire Service at every level and is
doing a fantastic job. I know he is ready to continue to
make our community safer. Please join me in re-
electing Steven Danziger to the MOFD Board.

John "Bob" Heath
Orinda

Hasler will bring valuable skills to MOFD board

Greg Hasler has lived in Moraga for over 22 years
and as a longtime resident has contributed in numer-
ous ways as a community volunteer. His background
in finance and consulting would bring the resources
we need to meet the expanding demands being placed
on the fire district staff to ensure we are better pre-
pared to avoid the disasters which have plagued many
other communities in California. I know Greg well,
and am confident that his intellect and common sense
approach would bring satisfactory solutions to any sit-
uation or which may arise in respect to the Moraga
Community and fire safety. This is why I am endors-
ing Greg Hasler for MOFD District 1.

Steven Christensen
Moraga

Hasler Uniquely Qualified to Make a Difference!

MOEFD, (Moraga Orinda Fire District), has numer-
ous conflicting demands on its limited financial re-
sources. For example, several of the fire stations are
old and need major repairs or replacement. Also, there
are increasing demands for more resources to be di-
rected towards abatement and fire prevention. Greg
Hasler's broad experience as a CPA and his extensive
financial background as a consultant where he led di-
verse teams to solve complex problems would signifi-
cantly help the board find solutions to these demands
on the budget. We need him on the board. This is why
I am supporting Greg Hasler for MOFD in District 1.
Kathy Cropper Dana
Moraga
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