Wednesday, September 28, 2022

Letters to the editor

Dell’Aquilla for MOFD board

This is in support of Vince Dell’Aquila’s candidacy
for the MOFD Board of Directors. I have known, and
worked in volunteer roles with Vince for over 27
years. He is as capable, dedicated and altruistic as
anyone could wish to have serve on the Board. In
Vince’s broad experience as an Educator (Including
Miramonte Hight School Athletic Director), General
Contractor, Non-Profit Board member and Firewise
Neighborhood Leader, he has successfully collabo-
rated with a variety of stakeholders, for years. Vince
is uniquely qualified to prioritize and implement
MOFD goals. I can’t overstate how valuable he will be
for the MOFD Board, and Community.

Bill Cosden
Orinda

Elect Vince Dell’Aquila to the MOFD Board - Dis-
trict 3

I am writing in support of the candidacy of Vince
Dell’Aquila for the MOFD Board of Directors, District
3. While we have excellent firefighters and substantial
resources dedicated to our fire district, we need to do
more to become a true fire adapted community. This
will involve proactive engagement by MOFD board
members to help our community get ready for a ma-
jor fire event. The district needs to spend more re-
sources on education, improved fire detection tech-
nology and community communications. Vince is a
long time Orinda resident and has been an educator
and coach at Miramonte High School for many years.
He will bring the energy and focus needed to help our
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neighborhoods prepare for the existential threat of a
wild fire.

Jim Keefe

Orinda

Elect Vince for MOFD

I am writing in support of the candidacy of Vince
Dell’Aquila for the MOFD Board of Directors, Division
3. T have known Vince for 25 years and have worked
closely with him in his roles as Athletic Director of Mi-
ramonte High School and coach of Miramonte and
Solano College teams. Vince is hard working, consci-
entious, works well with others, and is a man of in-
tegrity. I am confident he would make a positive con-
tribution as a member of the MOFD Board of
Directors.

Steve Harwood
Orinda

Chris Young for MOFD Division 1

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support
for Chris Young for the MOFD Board of Directors.
Chris is an independent and balanced candidate who
is running solely because he wants to give back to
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Moraga, and to the fire district whose outstanding
work he so greatly values. As 10-year Moraga resi-
dents with two young children, Chris and his wife are
invested in our community, and his top priority is
serving the safety and well-being of our residents.

Chris is 100% committed to keeping MOFD locally
controlled, and to ensuring that it is managed in a fis-
cally responsible manner. He also wants to facilitate
collaboration between labor, management and ad-
ministration to reach consensus whenever possible.
This is why he has support from Moraga residents,
past MOFD Board members, and our firefighters as
well.

Effective communication between MOFD and the
community regarding fire prevention and safety is in-
creasingly vital as the risk of wildfire grows, and
Chris’s expertise as a marketing and communications
executive will add a welcome new skill set to the
Board. He is exactly what MOFD needs to keep it run-
ning smoothly and successfully and I urge Division 1
residents to elect Chris Young to the MOFD Board.
Ann Walgenbach
Residential Leader of the Bollinger Canyon Road Fire-
wise group
Moraga
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BART celebrates 50 years with two of its stations in Lamorinda
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BART's Lafayette and Orinda stations celebrate 50 years of

service.

By Vera Kochan

Although the official year when
Bay Area Rapid Transit first be-
gan revenue service was 1972,
the concept began nearly six
decades earlier.

As far back as 1911, busi-
ness and civic leaders in the
Bay Area had met to discuss
various options about how best
to “connect” the East Bay to San
Francisco. Ideas that in those
days would have been consid-
ered science fiction, soon grew
into viable possibilities with the
onset of improved technology.

It wasn’t until 1946 that
BART as we know it began to
take shape. After World War II,
a migration boom made its way
to California with much of it
settling in the Bay Area. The
population explosion added
commuters which triggered in-
creasing traffic on roadways
and bridges.

According to “BART His-
tory” author Justin Roberts, “In
1947, a joint Army-Navy review
Board concluded that another
connecting link between San
Francisco and Oakland would
be needed in the years ahead to

prevent intolerable congestion
on the Bay Bridge. The link? An
underwater tube devoted ex-
clusively to high-speed electric
trains.”

The State Legislature cre-
ated a San Francisco Bay Area
Rapid Transit Commission in
1951, consisting of 26 represen-
tatives from each of the nine
counties bordering the Bay.
They decided that the least
costly option was to form a
five-county district (Alameda,
Contra Costa, Marin, San Fran-
cisco, and San Mateo) responsi-
ble for building and operating
the new high-speed rail
network.

Someone had to pay for a
new BART system, and that
someone was the taxpayers.
The five-county district was
granted a taxing power of five
cents per $100 of assessed valu-
ation. It was also given the au-
thority to levy property taxes to
support a general obligation
bond issue, if approved by the
district’s voters. Additional
funds would come from operat-

New eatery in Rheem dishes up

__

By Vera Kochan

From the owner of Town Bak-
ery & Café comes a new dining
spot called Casa Turing (Rheem
Shopping Center next to TJ
Maxx). Co-owners John Reyna
and brother, Joseph, have
named their new establishment
after their maternal grand-
mother whose nickname was
Turing.

The brothers were born in
the Philippines and come from
a long line of relatives in the
food industry. Their grandpar-
ents owned a bakery there in
the 1950s, before moving the
family to the United States in
1989.

John’s first foray into his
own dining business began
with a food truck called Sliders
in 2014. He had plans to open a
brick and mortar establish-
ment, and when the Moraga
resident realized that a space

Cal-Mex cuisine
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Casa Turing staff, from left: Owner John Reyna, Prep Fermin
Andres, Head Prep Bernabe Garcia, and Owner Joseph Reyna

in Rheem became available in
2018, he opened Town Bakery
& Café. Never one to rest on his
laurels, the ever-ambitious
restaurateur was on the look-
out for another location where
he could open an ethnic eatery.

Initially a pizza place came
to mind, but the brothers were
still open to ideas. They were
informed of a town-wide sur-
vey taken more than five years
ago, whereby residents over-
whelmingly wanted to see a
Mexican restaurant in Moraga;
and realizing that he dined on
Mexican food “at least twice a
week,” John began to make the
necessary plans.

“We did a lot of research
for what they really do in terms
of the Mexican technique of
cooking,” explained John. “We
even went to L.A. Our main
cook, Miguel Jimenes, is from
Tijuana.”

Before Casa Turing opened,
the recipes were “tested” at

Town Bakery. The ones that
were a hit made it to their new
Cal-Mex menu. Items such as:
Crispy Shrimp Tacos; Burrito
Bowl; Taco Salad; Tostadas;
Homemade Tortilla Chips with
fixings; Enchiladas; Angus
Steak Fajita Plate; and more are
served along with bottled
drinks. Coming soon are beer,
wine and agave-based cock-
tails. Casa Turing is also avail-
able for catering events.

“Our food is prepped to or-
der,” Joseph stated proudly.
“We use local ingredients.
Whatever seasonal foods are
available go on our rotating
menu. We shop for groceries
everyday, and the only thing
the freezer is for will be to keep
the ice cream [coming soon].”

“The main focus for us is
not to cut corners as far as food
goes,” added John. “We don’t
even use a microwave except to
melt cheese.”

Sister, Grace, runs the front
of the house and the Reynas’
parents come to help out when
they can. “We have a very
strong team behind the scenes,”
said John. “The prep guys are
the ones that make us success-
ful.” Hoping to add to the suc-
cess are Taco Tuesdays; live
music on weekends; and
lunchtime hours. Casa Turing is
currently open Tuesday
through Thursday from 3:30 to
8:30 p.m. and Friday to Sunday
from 4 to 9 p.m. Closed on
Monday.

Casa Turing quietly opened
for business on Sept. 2. “We’re
in the honeymoon stage,” said
Joseph. “The flow of customers
is nice, and we’ve gotten great
feedback from diners.” Added
John, “We really enjoy doing
this.”

For more information visit:
casaturing.com or phone (925)
592-0964.

ing revenues. The total cost of
the system, as of 1962, was pro-
jected at $996 million and was
considered to be the largest sin-
gle public works project ever
undertaken in the United States
by local citizens.

Official construction began

on June 19, 1964, with Presi-

dent Lyndon Johnson attending

the ground-breaking cere-
monies where the Concord -
Walnut Creek link would be
developed.
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Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc
Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124

1 Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm
Evenings & Weekends by Appt

State Farm Mutual Automobile
Insurance Company

State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance
Company of Texas

State Farm Lloyds

Richardson, TX

2101550

Surprisingly

great rates that
fit any budget.

| can help you bundle your
home and auto insurance,
at arate that may surprise
you. Call me for a quote today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there.

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by
customer. All applicants subject to State Farm’
underwriting requirements. Availability and
amount of discounts and savings vary by state.
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Paige Radell, M.D.

www.walnutcreekderm.com
925-391-9439

Adult Patients.

Same day appointments available.






