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LLLC Drag Queen
Storytime simultaneously

By Sharon K. Sobotta

Fifteen-year-old “Laurie” stood
in the middle of two groups of
demonstrators — one side with
rainbow colors and signs with
messages like “drag queens are
fabulous” and “love is louder,”
and the other with signs saying
“stop grooming and sexualizing
kids” — after partaking in the
Sept. 19 storytime with Bella
Aldama at the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center.

“I'm not out as transgen-
der,” Laurie said, after asking
that we conceal her identity for
her safety in this community. “I
use all pronouns and I would
just say that I am me. I was so
excited to see that there was a
drag queen storytime at the li-
brary. I think representation is
so important and this makes
me feel seen.”

Laurie said she tried talk-
ing with one of the demonstra-
tors protesting the event to
learn more about why they be-
lieved that people like her
didn’t have a place in the li-
brary. “She didn’t really seem
very present in our conversa-
tion. She was looking at her
phone and didn’t really have
any answers that made sense to
me,” Laurie said. “I think if
you’re sexualizing someone
reading books who is dressed
in a costume and wearing
makeup, I don’t know what to
say to you.”

Laurie added that she’s en-
countered a great deal of trans-
phobia in the Lamorinda com-
munity and even in her own
family, which makes it hard for
her to fully be herself or to
know that she truly belongs.
Laurie is not an anomaly. It’s in
part, this kind of social push-
back that the National Library
of Medicine attributes to the
fact that 82% of trans youth
have considered suicide and
40% have attempted it.

Inside the library, Bella Al-
dama kept a crowd of children
and parents entertained and
engaged with her animated sto-
rytelling and singing of Selena
songs. The timing of Aldama’s
appearance also coincided with
Latinx Heritage Month, which
gave space for children and
families to grapple with inter-
sectional identities. When Al-
dama wrapped up her story-
time hour, families lined up to
greet and take pictures with
her. “I think it’s very important
to be here and show represen-
tation for different people that
are out there in the world,” Al-
dama said. “Whether it’s gen-
der expression or gender fluid-
ity, I think we should all have
someone that’s an example not
to follow, but to inspire us to be
ourselves.”

Robbie and Katie Peacock
attended the event with their
two children. “It was important
for us to come here with our
kids to show them that every-
one may be different on the
outside but really we’re all the
same people,” Robbie Peacock
said, while waiting in line to
meet Aldama after her show.
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Peacock said he rejects the nar-
rative that protesters holding
signs saying that they were op-
posing the event in the spirit of
protecting kids. “(I would tell
them) to go away and read a
book. That’s the same thing I'd
say to the people saying things
online (on platforms like the
Facebook Lamorinda Commu-
nity group). Look how long it
took for people to be somewhat
OK with people who are gay
and now you see the fight that
people of the trans community
have to fight. It’s an uphill bat-
tle. People say they’re open
minded, but they’re really not
(when it comes to these is-
sues).”

Of the eight people holding
signs of opposition outside the
library, only one, Dorothy Cas-
tel of Pleasant Hill, was willing
to talk on the record. “When I
heard that the library was
sponsoring this event for chil-
dren and preschoolers, I
thought to myself ‘what parent
is bringing themselves to an
event with a drag queen, which
is all about sexualizing,”” Castel
said. “If adults want to engage
in this kind of behavior, that’s
their personal right, but to put
it on children is wrong. This is
all about a greater LGBT
agenda.”

Justine Parmley didn’t
bring any children to the event,
but instead said she attended it
as a sign of support for kids in
the community. “I came here to
support kids’ learning about di-
verse viewpoints and really en-
joying storytime,” said Parmley,
who added that the protesters
of the event were in part in-
spired by a call to action on so-
cial media from a candidate for
the county board of education.
Lisa Disbrow asked that folks
bring a sign to message opposi-
tion to adult sexualization of
schools and libraries, Parmley
said, while reading the an-
nouncement from her phone.
“This was a call to action for
folks to come out and protest a
drag queen offering a story-
hour - for part of Latinx Her-
itage Month — against our chil-
dren who may be gay, nonbi-
nary or trans. This group came
out and protested against kids
attending a storytelling event
with their parents.”

Allegra Porter is a librarian
at the Lafayette Library, who
helped plan the event. “I was
thrilled because we were cele-
brating reading through the
glamorous art of drag tonight.
It was about representation
and introducing kids to some-
one they might not have met
before. We’re also hoping that
kids who don’t see themselves
represented at the library, saw
themselves tonight in Bella’s
storytime and performance.”

In response to the critics
who said the event had no
place at the Lafayette Library
and Learning Center and to
those who said they’ll consider
boycotting the library as a re-
sult of this event, Porter’s mes-
sage was simple. “I hope they
change their minds. The li-
brary is for everyone.”
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Lafayette
Public

LAFAYETTE Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, Oct. 11, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, Oct. 3, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Sept. 28, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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Coming Soon!
Open Sat & Sun 1-4
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55 Sanders Rcmcﬁ Rd., Moraga

3054 sqgFt | 4 Br| 3 Ba | 3 Car Garage | .33 Ac

Delightful single level home in the popular Sanders Ranch neighborhood. Easy
floorplan, high ceilings, modern fireplaces, hardwood and tile floors.
Wonderful great room with remodeled kitchen and spacious family room with a wal of
glass, striking chandelier and direct access to the backyard.

Great property for entertaining with pool, spa, patio and gardens.

55SandersRanchRd.com
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

Offered at $2,695,000

925 254-3030

www.Orinda.com
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e Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

GALLEGOS BOAMAN GROUP
PREMIER PROPERTIES

12 Springhill Lane | Lafayette
4 BD | 3 BA | 2361+ SF | .02+ AC
Offered at $2,249,000 | Representing Seller

3659 Happy Valley Road | Lafayette
.62* Acre | Vacant Lot + Utilities
Offered at $995,000

3235 Mt Diablo Court, Unit 105 | Lafayette
2 BD | 2.5 BA | 2364+ SF
Sold for $2,525,000 | Represented Buyer

Is Your Home Next?
Let's get your house ready
for the Spring Market!

Now is the time to meet with us to get your property ready for Spring. We offer an
interest-free loan for your pre-market home improvements and moving costs. Call us today
to learn more about how we can get your house ready to sell.

Honored in RealTrends Top 1.5% of Agents in the Nation
Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Christine Gallegos | Amy S. Boaman
Gallegos Boaman Group
925.878.2883 | 925.997.6808

DRE# 01896511 | DRE# 01433269
gallegosboaman@compass.com
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235 All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. If your property is
currently listed for sale this is not a solicitation. [B &Y

ARE YOU CONSIDERING SELLING?

CALL US FOR A HOME VALUATION 925.997.6808






