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Oasis Cafe reimagined by the next generation

By Sharon K. Sobotta

After a four year hiatus, 19-
year-old Niala Alam, a student
at Diablo Valley Community
College with aspirations of
studying nursing and her 17-
year-old sister Yasmin, a high
school senior who plans to
study art and design, jumped at
the chance to bring Oasis Cafe,
a restaurant started by their
father nearly two decades ago,
back to life.

The cafe sits on the ground
floor of the Town Center Apart-
ments adjacent to Baranco Cafe
and the AT&T store in down-
town Lafayette and is open
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. every day
except Monday. It offers a
menu of coffees, fresh water-
melon juice, refreshers, salads,
panini sandwiches, pastries
and service that the sisters say
is pure love. In its original
form, Imran Alam, the father of
Niala and Yasmin, operated the
restaurant as a Mediterranean
shop with items like fresh hu-
mus, kebabs, falafels and other
dinner treats on the menu.
Then, while dealing with some
major health issues just before
the pandemic, Imran took a
break from running the
restaurant.

“I'love this location,” Imran
said. “When our lease was up,
we had to choose between giv-
ing up on the restaurant or let-
ting my girls take it over. I
wasn’t sure, because it’s a lot of
work. Both of my daughters
said they could do it and now
they are doing it. I am so proud
(to pass the baton to them).”

While passing on the Oasis
baton to his daughters, Imran
says he wanted to be sure to
pass on the key ingredients to
restaurant success. “If you treat
customers with respect and
serve them good, fresh food
and kindness, you can’t go
wrong,” Imran said. “When a
customer walks in smiling, it
will make you feel happy too.
Even though the menu has
changed, the spirit of kindness
and love in the cafe lives on."

In the Alam sister’s reenvi-
sioning of the cafe, the menu is
simple yet eclectic - offering
entrees ranging from a hippie
salad with arugula, peaches
and feta and a muay Thai salad
filled with veggies, chicken and
homemade dressing to a range
of panini sandwiches.

“We decided that a simple
cafe with all fresh ingredients
would be perfect,” Niala said.
“There are plenty of coffee
shops in this town, but we

thought offering a place that
serves coffee and delicious,
healthy food made with love
was the way to go.”

The Oasis Cafe is not the
only restaurant the family runs
in town. Sonia Nawabi, the
mother of Niala and Yasmin
and wife of Imran, has owned
and run 360 Gourmet Burrito
for the past decade and a half.
Yasmin Alam says she’s learned
the value of both hard work
and heart work from her par-
ents, and she’s not taking the
opportunity to take the reins on
running a restaurant lightly.

“It feels really good to be a
part of this community,” Yas-
min said. “People are very loyal
here. I've grown up knowing
lots of the people that still live
in this area from the days when
T'used to come here with my
dad.”

Had the Alam family not
gotten the Oasis Cafe back up
and running this year, they
would have had to vacate. But,
for them, that wasn’t an option.
“We had a month to get back up
and running and we com-
pletely understood why, after
being closed for such a long
time,” Naila said. “But, we
knew we didn’t want to give up
on it. Our mom has helped us a
lot and we are doing it.”
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Imran Alam with daughter Yasmin
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Love Latayette

After 30 years of service, we are
proud to reintroduce ourselves
as Anthony's Custom Picture
Framers. Family owned and
operated since 1991. Anthony

MARK BELLINGHAM

PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU

CAN TRUST
925-247-0092

and Tony look forward to seeing
you soon and assisting you with
all your framing needs.

1020 Brown Ave, Suite A Monday by Appointment Only

Lafayette, CA 94549 Tues-Sat 10:30 am to 6:00 pm
9252837620 By Appointment Only

anthonysCPF.com
$30 off your next order with this ad!

Offering a selection of thoughtful books including
local authors, biographies, history, philosophy,
current events, and classic literature. We also
carry a great selection of fiction, young adult,
and classic children’s books.
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“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.

Lic. #177588

www.blodgetts.com

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette 925.284.4807

The UPS Store

Hours:

Our location:

Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 3527 Mt Diablo Bivd
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Lafayette, CA 94549
v Shipping v'Notary Services

v/ Copying, Finishing v Postal Services
v Printing Services v’ Business Services
store0202@theupsstore.com

www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/0202

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

=PE5ST AND TERMITE=—
COMTRODOL

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.

All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons,
skunks, and squirrel-proofing.
Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.

Serving the LaMorinda area for 10 years as
former branch manager of
Coulson-Moseley/Detailed Pest Control.
Customer service is my #1 priority.

1044 Stuart Street, Lafayette
(925) 338-9304 877-7RATMAN

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.

- Frameless Shower Glass

- Shower Enclosures

- Custom Mirrors

- New Windows/Patio Doors
« Replacement & Installation

3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER

925-284-9510

www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

Wiare Dlsigns

Tine, jﬂ/’ﬁ//y dince 1977

* Appraisals
* Pearl Restringing

* Custom Designs

* Expert Repairs

* Free Ring cleaning
All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

I $5 off Watch Battery I
Reg $15, Now $10

I 1 watch battery per person. Exp. 11/23/22. Usually installed while you wait. I
W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
T T S |

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office

www.lafayetteautobody.com

Lafayette Auto Body, Inc.

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421

283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tues-Sat 10-5

Piano Studio
Kegs to sueeess

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instruc ATAC member:
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-323-8969

ryegiazaryan@yahoo.com

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

FTWALAFAYETTE
0%’ PHYSICAL THERAPY ¢

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Cam/:/imenfm'y Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com

Watch for Shop Orinda August 3. Call for Advertising 925.377.0977





