Page: A6 LAMORINDA WEEKLY 925-377-0977 www.lamorindaweekly.com Wednesday, October 12, 2022

Contact me any time
for an update on our
changing market.

See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Dana Reedy

JD | Broker Associate
415.205.8050
dana@danareedyhomes.com
DRE 01880723

City Council New Price!
. 82 Underhill Drive, Orinda
Regular Meeting: i
Tuesday, Oct. 18, 7 p.m. 3Bed 2Bath 1350 SqFt .21 Acre Offered at $1,195,000
By Teleconference Only

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Oct. 25, 7 p.m.
By Teleconference Only

Supplemental Sales Tax
Oversight Commission

Wednesday, Oct. 12, 6:30 p.m.
By Teleconference Only

Hardwoods
Carpets
Rugs

LVP

Vinyl
Laminate

FAMILY OWNED
30+ YEARS!

925-284-4440

3344 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette

lamorindafloors.com

LAMORINDA
FLOORS

Six candidates vie to fill three seats on the Orinda

City Council

By Sora O’Doherty

Outgoing city manager Janet
Keeter, who left in 2017, mar-
veled about the incredible
quality of volunteers in
Orinda, and the 2022 general
election is proving her right
again. At a candidates’ forum
on Oct. 6, all the candidates
agreed that whoever wins the
election will be great for
Orinda. During the nearly
two-hour forum, the candi-
dates answered questions from
the public on a wide range of
issues affecting Orinda. They
also responded to a set of
questions posed to them sepa-
rately by The Lamorinda
Weekly. The candidates forum
was sponsored by the Orinda
Association and the Orinda
News and moderated by the
League of Women Voters, Dia-
blo Valley chapter.

All of the candidates had
positive views of the Down-

town Precise Plan, although
candidate Brandyn Iverson
believes that the city should
modify the DPP to create over-
lay districts alternative to “the
state’s one-note ‘density for af-
fordability’ incentive.” A com-
mon thread in their answers
was the need to provide af-
fordable housing for Orinda’s
schoolteachers, firefighters,
and city personnel. Stuart
House emphasized that he has
been encouraged to run for
city council instead of the
Orinda Union School District
board to promote interface be-
tween the city and the school
board. He is particularly in-
terested in housing for teach-
ers and seniors.

Alex Drexel, the former
chair and current commis-
sioner of the Orinda Parks and
Recreation, who was appointed
by the mayor of Oakland to the
Oakland Civil Service Board
where he worked to balance

interest of city workers, com-
munity and taxpayers to find
just outcomes, suggested that
Orinda needs campaign fi-
nance reform, so that candi-
dates wouldn’t need to raise
about $20,000 to run for a vol-
unteer position.

On the subject of BART
parking, the candidates were
also unanimous in expressing
the need for solutions. Latika
Malkani suggested sheltered
bike paths and increased bike
storage at BART. Janet Riley
agreed and suggested that bike
storage should provide for
electric bicycles as well. She
also suggested expanding the
park and ride facilities to ad-
ditional church parking lots.
Stuart House is a proponent of
the Smart Parking Initiative,
which uses an internet-based
interface to enable people to
reserve parking spaces up to
two weeks in advance. Alex
Drexel added that in addition

to shuttle services, Orinda
should leverage ride share ap-
plications, and Sunil Rajara-
man added that the city needs
to find ways to lessen traffic on
Moraga Way through commu-
nity rideshare options.

The six candidates offer a
wealth of experience in differ-
ent fields. Attorney Malkani
noted that she hopes to accom-
plish what in large part moti-
vated her initial 2020 council
bid: to govern from her lived
experience “which has given
me a liking for results that are
good and just, for acknowledg-
ing bias and looking for bias
interrupters, for caring for to-
day’s children and tomorrow’s
environment.” Malkani serves
on the Supplemental Sales Tax
Oversight Commission that is
guiding the use of the funds
raised by the new tax to im-
prove Orinda’s wildfire safety
and for other uses.

... continued on Page A12

Orinda rejects electrification ordinance, for now

By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda City Council con-
sidered, but rejected, an ordi-
nance that would have re-
quired all new residential and
retail construction in the city
to be fully electric. Overall, the
council considered that the or-
dinance was not yet necessary
for the city, which is likely to
fall under a state-wide provi-
sion soon, and might have a
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negative effect on building
projects currently underway.

The purpose of electrifica-
tion ordinances is to reduce
greenhouse gasses and climate
change. Contra Costa County
already has an electrification
ordinance, but it does not ap-
ply to the city. The cities of
Lafayette and Moraga are cur-
rently considering adopting
electrification ordinances, but
have not yet done so.

Orinda Planning Director,
Drummond Buckley, said that

it is expected that the state of
California will adopt an elec-
trification ordinance three
years after the next building
code, which become effective
in January 2023.

Buckley also clarified what
would not be affected by an
electrification ordinance in
Orinda. The proposed ordi-
nance would only apply to new
residential and retail con-
struction, but would not apply
to remodels. Also, in the pur-
poses of electrification, restau-

rants and swimming pools are
not considered retail opera-
tions.

Damian Hardman-
Saldana, of Contra Costa
County was also on hand at the
Sept. 27 meeting to answer
council questions. He ex-
plained that the county sees
electrification as cost efficient,
adding that all low income de-
velopments are already all-
electric because it is more cost
efficient to build.

... continued on Page A14
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* Facelift
Facial Implants
Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

o Fillers )
(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®

¢ Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office:
77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda

925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Before

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgeon.

No evident progress on Wilder
stalemate, matter continued

By Sora O’Doherty

Having found for the first
time that the developer of
Wilder is in default on Aug.
16, the Orinda City Council
took up the matter again on
Sept. 27, but found little new
and nothing to change the de-
termination of default. How-
ever, Michael Olson, speaking
on behalf of Brookside Land
Company, said that he would
be meeting with Orinda City
Manager David Biggs in early
October and hoped to resolve
some of the issues relating to
the completion of the Wilder
project. The matter returned
to the council on Oct. 11, after
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press time.

In August the city council
received a letter from an at-
torney for OG LLC, stating
that the developer had run
out of funds and would not be
completing the tasks remain-
ing to finish the development.
Olson had said that the letter
had been a mistake, although
agreeing that the developer
did run out of funds.

Chief among the remain-
ing tasks is the construction of
the Red Tail Hawk trail stag-
ing area, which is supposed to
be located at the far end of
Wilder Road, and also to com-
plete one of the trails. Ac-
cording to City Attorney Fran
Layton, who had been the
lead attorney on the Wilder
project for many years, OG
LLC is now proposing to relo-
cate the Red Tail Hawk staging
area to the existing parking
lot as well as proposing that
the trail the developer is re-
quired to build be eliminated.

Much of the council dis-
cussion on Sept. 27 focused on
the status of completion
bonds and endowments. At
the completion of the devel-
opment, some elements are to
be turned over to the Orinda
Geological Hazard Abatement
District or the East Bay Re-
gional Parks District, with the
California Department Fish &
Wildlife also holding a $5.8
million bond for which recent
premiums have not been paid
by the developer.

The question arose
whether the non-payment of
premiums would affect the
ability of the bond-holders to
draw down the funds from
the bonds to fulfill the devel-

oper’s obligations. City Man-
ager David Biggs said that a
number of Wilder issues had
just been discussed by the
GHAD, and that many of the
GHAD improvements could be
completed with the bonds.
Bruce Yamamoto, speaking
for the developer, suggested
that the bonds had benefitted
from compounding and mar-
ket appreciation and that
their value was well above the
level of funding actually re-
quired to maintain Wilder.

Biggs explained that from
the developer’s perspective,
there are resources that can
be applied to a global solu-
tion. “We’ll be looking at that
next week. City staff and the
city attorney are trying to en-
gage with everyone. We want
to see this done in a compre-
hensive way, not piecemeal,
for all the people who have an
interest in seeing Wilder
completed,” he said.

Olson said that he wanted
to “assure everyone that we
are looking at all the issues,
and meeting with all the par-
ties. We are not walking
away, not trying to drag this
out. It just takes a long time.
Hopefully this will occur next
week.”

Council Member Nick
Kosla analogized the relation-
ship between the developer
and the community: “It’s al-
ways been a great marriage,
and now you are initiating di-
vorce proceedings.”

Olson replied, “I don’t
have any experience in di-
vorce, but I hear that some
can be very amicable and that
is what we hope for.”





