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Letters to the editor

Yard signs reveal MOFD board
agenda

Yard signs for Michael Don-
ner and Steve Danziger, running
for the MOFD board say “Ad
paid for by International Asso-
ciation of Fire Fighters Local
1230 Political Activity Commit-
tee FFPC 744488.” If the union is
footing the bill for these cam-
paigns, what might Donner and
Danziger owe the union? How
many dollars is the union
spending this year? Last time
the union ponied up at least
double the money that an aver-
age campaign spends with no
money from community mem-
bers. How will balancing the in-
terests of the union against the
interests of the community,
which is safety and fire preven-
tion play out.

If past is prologue, these in-
cumbents will not represent our
community interests. The
record shows that Donner and
Danziger voted not to spend any
of the $400K windfall money
from the admin portion of a
grant. Both voted to reduce the
home hardening grant program
from $750K to $500K. Both Don-
ner and Danziger voted against
extending the free chipping
program over the summer.

Our community needs to
take back control of our MOFD
from the outside special
interests.

Melanie Light
Orinda

Dell’Aquila for MOFD

I support Vince Dell’Aquila
for MOFD Board Division 3. He
is a long-time resident with
strong budget management ex-
perience. Vince is also 100%
community funded and has re-
ceived no special interest fund-
ing. As such, he’s not beholden
to the organization the Board
oversees. That’s smart
governance.

Steve Sciamanna
Orinda

Elect Vince Dell’Aquila for
MOFD Board - Division 3
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... continued

Vince Dell’Aquila has the
skills our community needs to
run a professional MOFD Board.

The Board is legally re-
quired to represent the local cit-
izens to do what is in our com-
munity’s best interest.

Vince is a general contrac-
tor, coach and educator who is
very involved in our commu-
nity. Vince will listen to the res-
idents and then guide MOFD’s
$33 Million budget, large pen-
sion obligations and investment
portfolio. The Board has hired
an amazing Fire Chief and the
best professional firefighting
and emergency staff possible to
run the day-to-day operations;
the MOFD Board’s role isn’t to
manage operations. The Board
requires professionals, like
Dell’Aquila, who have experi-
ence overseeing budgets with
business and construction expe-
rience to help build Moraga’s
new fire station and represent
only the interests of our com-
munity.

Dell’Aquila has received
100% of his funding from
friends, family and local citizens
and is endorsed by hundreds of
local residents and community
leaders. His competitor, ac-
cording to the official State
campaign records up to
10/11/22, has received 100% of
his funding from non-resident
organizations.

Support Vince Dell’Aquila as
the most qualified choice for the
MOFD Board.

John Kotowski
Orinda

The MOFD Election; Conflict of
Interest

Candidates make promises
which are impossible to hold
them to.

Candidates are endorsed by
individuals and institutions who
may or may not know anything
about the candidates’ past
performance.

And then there are financial
endorsements. For individual
donors, a contribution is a com-
mitment to the candidate and
the belief that the candidate will
do the best thing for the com-
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munity. But for institutional
donations, one must ask “what
are they looking for in return?”

Three MOFD Director can-
didates, Young, Danziger and
Donner, to date are 100%
funded by the MOFD employees’
union. Four years ago that
union provided over $30,000 in
funding to the candidates who
then controlled the employees’
contract negotiations. That con-
tract comes due in another two
years. The union was obviously
happy with past results.

I smell a conflict of interest
and will support their oppo-
nents Hasler, Dell’Aquila and
Roemer.

Steve Cohn
Orinda

MOEFD needs Greg Hasler as
director

Over the past four years I
have monitored the actions
taken and not taken by the cur-
rent Fire Board members. I see
that they have failed to address
the present and future financial
needs of MOFD. Strong and
successful organizations identify
risks and how to prepare to
meet them. MOFD needs Greg
Hasler, who with his profes-
sional background would be a
prudent, keen, and independent
voice for our communities. I
have known Greg for several
years, and he is a man with ad-
mirable ethics and integrity.
Rachel Erickson
Moraga

Greg Hasler exceptionally
qualified for fire district
board

I am impressed with the
strong financial professional
background of Greg Hasler.
Given his extensive experience,
I know he will bring to the
MOFD Board a skilled, percep-
tive, and independent voice to
address what policies and prac-
tices should be adopted by the
Board. His expertise is vital to
meet the expanding needs for
abatement, as well as for prepa-
ration to protect Moraga and
Orinda from a devastating
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wildfire.
William Weber
Moraga

David Shapiro for Moraga
Shapiro for Town Council

David Shapiro is the
strongest and most fitting can-
didate for Moraga Town Coun-
cil. He clearly has the insight,
intellect and aptitude to be a key
contributor on the Town Coun-
cil. I have known David and his
family for over 20 years. Our
youngest daughters grew up to-
gether. We need David on the
Council because he can work ef-
ficiently and decisively to en-
sure our finances are protected.
We need David because he will
work diligently to find ways to
fund the Town’s now under-
funded pensions. And, a very
important topic looming in front
of us all is finding ways to meet
State housing mandates while
protecting the interests of all
Moragans. David’s background
as an accomplished attorney
demonstrates his keen ability to
strategize and to analyze the
difficult issues facing Moraga.
He will work earnestly to pro-
tect our community. I am voting
for David Shapiro for Moraga
Town Council and encourage
you to vote for David Shapiro as
well.

Jack Davis, Ph.D.
Moraga

Riley for Orinda City Council

Janet Riley has been instru-
mental in many areas of our
civic life, especially supporting
our treasured Orinda schools.
She has served our schools in
nearly every capacity, from
chaperoning field trips to bal-
ancing six-figure budgets for
Parents Clubs. We would espe-
cially like to call attention to her
leadership of the Educational
Foundation of Orinda (EFO) as
an example of her tireless advo-
cacy for Orinda’s families.

Janet’s knowledge, experi-
ence, and willingness to listen to
all stakeholders was a hallmark
of her tenure on the board. She
effectively brought together the
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varying interests and priorities
of the school community in an
effort to do what was best for
students. During her two years
(2007 — 2009) as president of
EFO (predecessor to ONE), the
organization raised nearly $3
million to benefit our schools.
Janet’s clear vision and
thoughtful approach to
problem-solving make her a
highly effective leader. We have
no doubt that Janet Riley will
bring an unwavering commit-
ment to community service, fis-
cal responsibility, and consen-
sus building to the table once
she’s elected to the Orinda City
Council.
Karen Derr Gilbert,
EFO President 2005 — 2007
Alison Holland,
EFO President
Joan Kiekhaefer,
EFO President 2009 - 2013

2003 - 2005

Janet Riley endorsement

It is my privilege to highly
recommend Janet Riley to the
Orinda City Council. I have
known Janet for 30 years, and
believe her to possess the skills
and experience necessary to be
an effective City Council mem-
ber. Janet is an engaged, ener-
getic, and open-minded Orindan
who will help guide our City in a
balanced and collaborative way.
Please consider Janet Riley
when you cast your vote in
November.

Dayna Sayres
Orinda
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