
Deborah Clayton White
June 15, 1948 – Oct. 7, 2022

Moraga’s Deborah Clayton White passed 
away peacefully in her home surrounded 

by her loving family after a year-long battle 
with cancer. 
	 Debi, the oldest of three daughters of 
Frank and Betty Clayton, grew up in Yuma, 
Arizona, helping her family to run their feedlot 
business, raising thousands of head of cattle 
during her youth there. Graduating from the 
University of Arizona, she swore off the desert 
and made her way to the Bay Area in the early 
1970s, where she met the love of her life, Tom 
White, and the two were married in 1974. Two 
sons, Matt and Michael, soon came, and the 
young family settled in Moraga in 1979. 
	 For over 40 years, Debi was a fixture 

of the Moraga community. She involved herself with numerous local organizations, 
including the Moraga Junior Women’s Club, Meals on Wheels, the Moraga Baseball 
Association, and the Moraga Ranch Swim Club, to name a few. Most notably, she 
worked as a teaching assistant at Camino Pablo Elementary School for 15 years, 
partnered with the legendary fifth-grade teacher, Glenn Robak, with whom she helped 
to educate Moraga’s youth. 
	 Debi was a devoted mother who loved spending time with her family. She 
relished in planning gatherings to bring the family together, including organizing 
Thanksgiving feasts each year for 35, Christmas trips to Paso Robles, where 
her parents and sisters relocated, and the annual family week at Tahoe Taverns, 
coordinating accommodations for 20. Her organizational abilities were unmatched. 
	 In her second act, Debi partnered her knack for planning with her passion for 
travel by becoming a travel consultant in the early 2000s. For the next 20 years she 
expertly planned countless worldwide trips for customers, family, and friends. With 
their rotating “Travel Tribe,” Debi and Tom traveled the world, experiencing diverse 
cultures, creating indelible memories, and developing deep personal connections with 
their companions. Debi’s motto was “Life is too short to take a bad trip!” 
	 Debi is survived by her husband of 48 years, her sons, daughters-in-law Jessica 
and Amanda, her three beloved grandchildren, Harper, Jonah, and Everett, and her 
two sisters, Suzie Rava and Pam Wilken. Beyond that she leaves behind an extensive 
network of friends and family that have been so supportive over these past few 
months. During her final days testimonials poured in from extended family, sorority 
sisters, book club cohorts, professional group members, travel companions, Moraga 
Ranch buddies, co-workers, fellow Indian Guides families, and numerous others who 
were touched by Debi during her lifetime. While ending too soon, Debi lived a full 
and rich life, leaving no stone unturned. Above all else, she will be remembered for 
her positivity, her sense of humor, and her head on approach to life. 
	 A celebration of Debi’s life will be held in November. In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a contribution in Debi’s name to the Helen Diller Cancer Center at UCSF or 
to Hospice East Bay.

John Arthur Baitx
Jan. 28, 1947 – Oct. 15, 2022
Resident of  Moraga

John Arthur Baitx passed away peacefully in 
his home surrounded by his loved ones on 

Oct. 15, 2022. He was the youngest of three 
children, the son of Josephine and Alfred Baitx. 
John spent his youth riding through the hills and 
pear orchards of Moraga. He grew up in a time 
where you helped your neighbors, volunteered 
at the fire department and worked cattle with the 
local ranchers. John graduated from Miramonte 
High School in 1965. While part of the Moraga 
Horsemen, John met the woman he would 
spend his life with, Gail Gregory. The two were 
married in 1970 and raised four children, Tanya, 
Greg, Corey and Katy, on the same property 
where John grew up.  
	 Following in his father’s footsteps, John 
began his career as a firefighter in 1968. He 
served with the Dublin Fire Department for 31 
years, retiring with the SRVFPD. John loved 
being an engineer, driving the fire engine on all 
the calls. It was during this time that his “fire 
family” was born. John often remarked that the 
bond between firemen was strong and universal. 
Even after his retirement, he continued to get 
breakfast with his brothers and reminisce about 
the years they served.  
	 John greeted everyone with a smile and 
a joke. He laughed with friends and could talk 
for hours. Always up for an adventure, John 
loved to go crabbing in Oregon and fishing in 
Mexico. He looked forward to the many family 
vacations to Disneyland and visiting family 

in Southern California. John and Gail were fortunate to raise their children in the 
same town as Gail’s sister Dana and her husband Don. Throughout the years the two 
families did everything together.
	 John’s greatest passion in life was his family. His home was always open to the 
kids’ friends, often becoming the center of all their activities. He enjoyed being part 
of all sporting and school events. John served for numerous years as a board member 
of Moraga Ranch Swim Club. Many summer nights were spent playing dominoes, 
watching the kids swim and creating memories. John volunteered building sets for 
musicals and grad nights, as well as the floats for homecoming every year. When 
grandkids came along, John’s heart only grew bigger. He headed the Leos Club, a 
division of the Moraga Lions Club, in order to spend more time with his grandsons. 
Papa John could always be found in the bleachers or on the sidelines cheering on the 
grandkids.  
	 John is survived by his wife Gail of 52 years, their children and grandchildren, 
Tanya, Chris, CJ, Luca and Grayson Rago, Greg, Kris, Gannon and Sean Baitx, 
Corey, Doug, Macy and Molly Eckley, Katy, Chris and Brann Binnings, Dana and 
Don Glasgow, and all the nieces and nephews he loved so very much. Papa John will 
be missed not only as a husband, father and grandfather, but as a treasured son of 
Moraga.
	 A Celebration of John’s life will be held on Dec. 10 at the Holy Trinity Serbian 
Orthodox Church in Moraga from 1-4 p.m.  The Fire Department Last Call Bell 
Ceremony will take place at 2 pm.  We invite all our loved ones to join us in saying 
goodbye to John.  In lieu of flowers, John would love for you to watch an old Western 
movie and think of him.


