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What lurks beneath Salnt Mary s College?
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SMC's Brother David Caretti with orb hovering near his chest

By Vera Kochan

On a rather balmy, late Octo-
ber evening, Moraga’s Saint
Mary’s College offered a free
event sponsored by the SMC
Alumni Office, calling it
“Brews & Boos.” The title is
rather self-explanatory for an
experience that begins in the
campus’ The 1928 Pub and
features a tour of the mysteri-
ous underground catacombs, a
few nights before Halloween.

A complimentary and
hearty nacho bar with a no-
host beverage bar was avail-
able, possibly to fortify the
participants who just might
have naively signed up to take
a one-way tour into the bowels
of SMC, never to be heard
from again.

Alumni Engagement Ser-
vices and Events Assistant Di-
rector Philip Goodwin and
Program Manager Bailey Mi-
nardi coordinated the
evening’s festivities while
Brother David Caretti took
groups of 10 people at a time
down into the catacombs.
What better way to instill trust
in unsuspecting souls, than to
follow a man of the cloth into
the unknown?

The last time anyone had
gone “down below” was in
2019, before it was suspended
due to COVID restrictions — at
least that’s what we were told
(wink-wink). Nearly 100 years
old, the catacombs are part of

the original 1928 construction
of the campus.

As Caretti led the first
group of explorers from the
pub, past The Chapel, to the
inevitable entrance of what by
now is assumed to be Hell’s
Gate, the jovial chatter of the
party morphed into an almost
nervous, giggly hush. For
years, rumors have abounded
with tales of students sneaking
their way down into the
haunted depths, only to be-
come lost for days, and finally
emerging as babbling fools
thanks to their macabre expe-
riences. Adding to that, is the
undocumented theory that the
catacombs once acted as a
subterranean cemetery for
SMC’s deceased clergy mem-
bers before their remains
were transplanted (so to
speak) to their final resting
place in Napa.

Once all of the "tourists"
had descended to the nether-
world, it was obvious even to a
layman, that the vast network
of tunnels house nothing more
than interconnecting pipes
and cables that service the
college’s electrical and plumb-
ing needs. One might think
this all a bit anticlimactic, but
the sight was impressive none-
the-less. The main tunnel
travels back toward the direc-
tion of the Chapel and beyond,
appearing to go on for an
eternity and giving one the
impression of a subway sys-

Back end of main tunnel

Lamorinda Veteran’s
Day vigils planned

A Veterans Memorial is sched-
uled from 9 to 10 a.m. on Fri-
day, Nov. 11 at Moraga Com-
mons Park (1425 St. Mary’s
Road) at the Memorial Rock to
honor those who served and
will include a cadre of Scouts,
town and county officials, vet-
erans and community mem-
bers who will listen to speak-
ers and enjoy refreshments.
Additionally, a Veteran’s Day
Vigil will take place at 4:30
p.m. that same day at the
Lafayette Hillside Memorial,
across from BART in Lafayette.
Thoughts at the vigil will be
focused on U.S. soldiers who
have served on behalf of our
country and the sacrifices

they’ve made. It will include
short speeches, music and re-
flection.

Lafayette Hillside Memor-
ial continues to be a place of
reflection and remembrance;
a protest against forgetting. It
is a place to recognize, honor,
and commemorate individual
national service contributions.
The memorial is also a place
that encourages individual
and public reflection on those
contributions, and the other-
wise unintended, unseen, and
unexamined costs of war.

For more information, or
to donate to maintenance, visit
www.lafayettehillsidememor-
ial.org. — J. Wake

left down there too long and
emerging as blathering
morons).

Spooky? Yes. It is not a
place anyone would want to
spend alone for a long period
of time, left to the mercy of an
over-active imagination. If

taken at face value, the cata-
combs are merely an infra-
structural necessity meant to
keep SMC functioning com-
fortably. However, how does
one explain a photo of a white
orb hovering in front of
Caretti?

Lamorinda Gynecology &
Surgery

Highly personalized &
accessible gynecologic
care for all phases of
life with a focus on

menopause, fibroids &
endometriosis.

To schedule an
appointment
please call
(925) 744-7473

www.lamorindagyn.com
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tem minus the train. There

was evidence of unintelligible prmEsoLesT m numeRs
graffiti running rampant on
the walls (which may give cre-
dence to the tales of students
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Boys Spring Registration: =
https://lamorindalacrosse.leagueapps.com/camps/3444570-boy--spring-2| -_3

spring 2023

Registration Open!

Girls Spring Registration:
https://lamorindalacrosse.leagueapps.com/camps/3444789-girls--spring-z
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THEATRE

Opening Night Special Screenings

hosted by hosted by

Matias Bombal Jan Wahl Christopher Knight
Nov. 10 Nov. 12 & Nov. 14 Nov. 13

Award Honorees

Director

Randal Kleiser
Nov. 12 Nov. 13

B2 |t's a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World
-4 November 12 « 6:30PM

Actress, Dancer

Barrie Chase

Grease Sing-Along
November 14 « 7:00pm

GO TO CAIFEORG OR VISIT THE ORINDA THEATRE
BOX OFFICE TO PURCHASE TICKETS.
diablo
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