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SMC men’s basketball relies heavily on younger players

By Jon Kingdon

Coming off a successful 2021-22 season highlighted
by Coach Randy Bennett’s 15th year with at least 20
wins in his 21 years at Saint Mary’s, (and a career
winning percentage of 70.6), an undefeated record
at home (16-0) for the first time, a victory over a
number ranked team in the nation (Gonzaga) and a
win in the NCAA tournament, Bennett still remains
cautiously optimistic about the upcoming season.
Despite three returning seniors in the starting

Advertising

LaNg ot DA

Not to be missed B5

How to contact us 3

Obitu.a.ry B3 :

Shom Moraga S FILMFESTIVAL | » v..

By Sharon K. Sobotta

Hamza Houcher has held jobs delivering pizzas for
Round Table, assisting at the Chevron station and
working at the Lafayette Post Office. Now, Houcher
has put down temporary roots in a one-bedroom
rental unit that he shares with his wife and baby for
$1,600. If Houcher had it his way, he’d stay in
Lafayette forever - if only he could afford it.

“We had our baby over a year ago and I've been
trying to find a bigger place with my income,”
Houcher said. “I looked everywhere for low-income
places in Lafayette, but there’s nothing (available).”
As multiple high density housing developments are
coming up around the city, Houcher put his name in
the myhousekeys.com hat to try his hand at access-
ing one of the few below market rate purchase op-
tions in town, but so far he’s coming up short.

“Most of the units are full market rate and then
there are several moderate level options and one
low-income option and 'm number 59 on that list,”
Houcher said. “It seems like the people in charge as-
sume that everyone in Lafayette earns $100,000.
That’s not the case.”

Sunita Shastri, a single mom of two and a
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lineup, this is an uncharacteristically young team
with eight freshman and sophomores in the team’s
top 11 players. “We’re taking it a step at a time,”
Bennett said.

This past August, the Gaels went to Australia
and played and won five games which provided the
team with some much needed experience though
there was a tradeoff in Bennett’s mind. “It's a tricky
deal because we skipped some steps in our prepa-
ration to go and be able to compete,” Bennett said.
“So, we had to go back to square one on some areas.
We're ahead offensively but we did skip some steps

along the way defensively. In scrimmages against
Arizona and Hawaii, we were exposed in areas
where we did not play well but from square one, we
were able to accelerate the process a lot faster.”
Losing and replacing two all-conference players
in center Matthias Tass and guard Tommy Kuhse is
Bennett’s biggest concern. “We’re trying to figure
that out right now,” Bennett said. “With (junior)
Mitchell Saxen stepping in at center, we now have to
fill the backup role which Mitch played so well last
season along with losing Kuhse’s scoring, leadership
and toughness.” .. continued on Page A8
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ernment issued EBT card to cover the cost of essen-
tial groceries and she is able to get a discount on
PG&E and internet in her home.

How would she make ends meet and pay rent
without these things? “I wouldn’t,” Shastri said.

Shastri and her family are in the queue for af-
fordable rentals in Lafayette. Before finding her
current place for $1900/month, she was preparing
for the possibility of being homeless.

Anna Connolly is a single mother of four, who is
a licensed realtor and works as a server in a down-
town restaurant to help cover her $3,800 of monthly
rent. Even though she works hard, Connolly said she
still comes up a little short sometimes and has to
lean on family. “I feel embarrassed and ashamed to
be at this point in my life and still need to ask for
help.”

Prior to her divorce, Connolly was a homeowner
and a stay-at-home mom. “A lot of people that I've
known from in town have questioned if I still live in
Lafayette now that they see me working as a server,”
Connolly says. “The truth is that if this can happen to
me (as a person who's been here since I was 9), it
can happen to anyone.”

.. continued on Page A3
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preschool teacher at The Child Day School in Mor-
aga, found a one bed unit for $1,900. Shastri earns a
little less than $2,500 a month. She utilizes her gov-
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Election results: Since the midterm elections occurred after press time, Lamorinda Weekly will post local
certified election results at www.lamorindaweekly.com once finalized. To view results directly, visit
electionresults.sos.ca.gov.
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Council discusses HCD response following first review
of draft Housing Element

By Lou Fancher

Planning Director Greg Wolff,
during a presentation to the
Lafayette City Council at its
Oct. 24 meeting, highlighted
comments from the California
Department of Housing and
Community Development’s 13-
page letter dated Sept. 29 in
response to the 6th Cycle Draft
Housing Element submitted in
June. He said although several
items did not need immediate
action or needed clarification
before being brought back to
the council for consideration,
the response from HCD in-
cluded extensive comments.

Housing consultant Diana
Elrod said the letter was “av-
erage size” relative to others
she has seen for nearby cities
in the county. Several items of
inquiry were similar to other
jurisdictions, she said, “so
Lafayette is not alone in being
asked for more information by
the HCD.”

The items, organized in
categories according to need-
ing consideration, requiring
more information, or HCD’s
long list of updates that do not
require immediate action by
council were rated by staff as
to the level of difficulty in
meeting the request or re-
sponding. Several items, Elrod
indicated, had “significant dif-
ficulty” involved in executing

them.

Regarding the programs
submitted by the city in the
housing element draft, the
comments asked for solid
commitments on when a pro-
gram would be discussed by
the council and timelines for
the decisions involved and an-
ticipated completion dates.
Staffing levels and resources
may need to be adjusted ear-
lier in the cycle than previ-
ously planned, suggested
Elrod.

The staff have already
asked HCD for clarification in
several areas as to what is
sought. Elrod noted that the
Bay Area is being held to
higher standards than juris-
dictions in Southern California
and staff plans to request spe-
cific examples of acceptable
responses that are not drawn
from Southern California be-
fore making any recommen-
dations for updates to the
council.

HCD’s questions about in-
ventory made in the comment
letter addressed the BART site
housing development plans in
particular. Elrod said the com-
ments indicated “a limited un-
derstanding of the site and the
city’s intentions.” Also, the
lengthy list of issues do not
address the city’s standing in
the BART TOD (Transit-
Oriented Development) plan,
so staff hopes to better under-

stand what HCD is seeking, in-
stead of interpreting the re-
sponses. She said the BART
plan is “one of the heaviest
lifts” the city will have and
council will need to discuss
what is realistic and the op-
tions if they are unable to
meet HCD’s requirements.

Vice Mayor Carl Anduri
asked about the timeline of
the two 90-day review periods,
since HCD took the full 90-days
for the first review and the fi-
nal report is due Jan. 31, 2023.
“Unless I'm missing some-
thing, how do we get a re-
sponse to them and get (an-
other 90-day) review?”

Elrod said there are many
moving parts, including certi-
fication of the EIR before it
can be adopted, and the tim-
ing is such that it is likely the
city will receive a second re-
view, but one that is less ex-
tensive. HCD’s guidelines, or
“moving goalposts,” she said
have made the process com-
plex for all jurisdictions. The
takeaway she is hearing from
other cities is the more they
move towards resolution and
keep HCD informed of the
progress, the better. According
to Elrod, HCD is looking for
real commitments with a real
path for a development of the
BART site that is planned to
occur within the next eight
years. She said nothing in the
HCD response indicates that

they are likely to deny or dis-
allow any of the sites. Elrod
believes more documentation
and details are required for
HCD approval.

Asked about the two sites
other than BART included in
the inventory, Elrod and Wolff
said they are located in the
parking lot behind the
Methodist Church and a con-
solidation of parcels at Golden
Gate Way and First Street.

Council Member Susan
Candell asked about staffing
needed to complete the neces-
sary document and planning.
The work requires staff ex-
pertise, meaning adding new
staff is not an immediate solu-
tion. With 56 bills passed re-
cently that deal with housing
requirements, Wolff said new
hires are scarce, searches have
not “born fruit,” and relying
more on in-house resources is
something they will need to
implement. Already, various
departments within the staff
are working in tandem and
sharing information and re-
sources for greatest efficiency.
Council members suggested
the staff rely on council mem-
bers, experts and consultants
in the community and anyone
else available to assist in the
public process of executing the
final report that must be com-
pleted by Jan. 31, 2023.

Council Member Wei-Tai
Kwok asked if work on a Plan

B should begin in the event
that Lafayette’s Plan A is re-
jected by HCD. Wolff said the
calculus to satisfy the regional
housing element requirements
have been discussed, the uni-
verse of sites possible is com-
plete, and if it happened that
Plan A failed to be accepted
due to HCD’s concerns about
the BART site, any Plan B
would not have to start at
ground zero.

Public comments sup-
ported developing a Plan B,
but said arguments and any
possible legal action related to
comments from members of
the council —- who expressed
that the housing element
numbers were unfair and
overly burdensome — would
waste time and not be
successful.

Council Member Gina
Dawson noted that timelines
and schedules need to work in
parallel and asked if the EIR
should be prioritized. Wolff
said it needs to be both prongs
and “acted on as quickly as
possible.” Wolff said the goal
is to bring more detailed in-
formation back to the council
at the next regular meeting.
Mayor Teresa Gerringer
thanked the staff for the up-
date and the public for their
comments and said the coun-
cil would look forward to the
next steps in the process.

City seeks input on road safety

In an effort to eliminate
deaths and serious injuries on
Lafayette streets, the city of
Lafayette is seeking commu-
nity input on transportation
safety to develop a Local
Roadway Safety Plan (LRSP)
and is welcoming ideas for

making Lafayette streets safer
as well as identifying where
residents have felt unsafe
when walking, driving, biking
or rolling.

A mapping activity has
been created where residents
can follow online prompts to

pinpoint the locations across
Lafayette where they have felt
safe or unsafe, provide ideas
for making streets safer for
everyone, and share stories
about traffic safety. The map-
ping activity will be available
through Nov. 20 at

https://bit.ly/LRSPmap

To view more information
about the Local Roadway
Safety Plan, visit www.love-
lafayette.org/roadsafetyplan.

If you need assistance or
want to provide more detailed
information, contact

Lafayette’s Transportation and
Circulation Program Manager,
Patrick Golier

at PGolier@ci.lafayette.ca.us.

-- J. Wake
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FEATURING THE FINEST PORTFOLIO
OF SUPERIOR MANUFACTURERS
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windows@aTaylorMadeWindow.com
5327 Jacuzzi 5t. #5E Richmond, CA 94804

BATTERSBY.

Stylish Renovation in Orindawoods!

>
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i

www.120RavenhillRd.com

2231 Sq Ft* 3 Bedrooms

3 Baths

Ideal setting with natural light, privacy and views.

Ashley Battersby
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
www.ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
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Correction: In the Oct. 26 article "AUHSD forums address
candidate funding, academic excellence," the story stated that
"All of the candidates live in the district and all candidates
except [Rene] Nowac have children who are either attending
local schools, will attend local schools, or have graduated from

local schools."

Ms. Nowac has two children who attend

Moraga public schools. We apologize for this error.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Slipping through the
cracks: Lafayette renters
struggle to stay afloat

.. continued from Page A1l

As a longtime resident of
Lafayette who's been residing
here for just under four
decades, Janet Thomas says
she’s deeply invested in there
being more affordable hous-
ing in town.

Thomas says she’s been
concerned about housing in
the community for as long as
she’s lived here. Thomas re-
calls purchasing a modest two-
bedroom house when she
moved here 38 years ago and
remodeling it with her hus-
band during the summers to
make room for her growing
family, but she was aware that
this wasn’t necessarily an op-
tion for everyone she worked
with.

“As (former) teachers in
the Acalanes District, we were
aware that most of our col-
leagues couldn’t afford to live
in this community and had to
commute long distances to
teach,” Thomas said.

Now Thomas lives in an
ADU home on a lot that she
shares with her son and his
wife, who would not other-
wise have been able to live in
Lafayette. “In replacing a free
standing garage with an ADU,
we’ve transitioned to an (in-
tergenerational) situation that
works well for us. We babysit,
share a garden and patio and
feel connected to our grand-
kids’ schools. The cost was
about one-fifth of a new home
on a separate lot which is en-
ergy efficient and comfort-
able.”

Thomas acknowledges
that while ADUs may be a so-
lution for those with intergen-
erational roots in Lafayette,
they don’t do much to accom-
modate service workers trying
to live in the community and
parents who may be strug-
gling to keep their kids in the
district. “Unless there’s a

strong incentive for commu-
nity members to build ADUs
and offer them to those out-
side of the family at affordable
prices or unless there’s a big
shift in our general culture, I
doubt this could be used as a
solution for affordable hous-
ing in Lamorinda.”

So what is the solution?
Thomas says it’s multifaceted.
“There’s not one solution. Rent
control that limits but doesn’t
freeze rent is one action the
city should consider,” she said.

City Council Member Su-
san Candell agrees that rent
control might be a matter
worth revisiting at the city
level. “The council discussed
this in 2015 and 2017 with no
action. It takes strong political
will to pass good rent control
measures and our current
council may have the will to
do this,” Candell said. “It will
be this balance of pros versus
cons that will drive our deci-
sion.”

Watching her sister navi-
gate Lafayette as a renter gave
Candell an appreciation for
the kinds of struggles renters
face. There was an instance
when her sister’s rent went up
by 25% causing her sister and
a third of the renters in the
complex to need to move to
smaller, less expensive places.

“We looked at many dif-
ferent places in town and
some that refused to rent to
her because of her three boys.
This is illegal but hard to en-
force,” Candell says. “I imag-
ine this is a familiar story for
many, and it’s important for
the city to better understand
what is actually happening in
order to figure out if there are
good solutions we can imple-
ment to improve renter’s ex-
periences.”

A discussion about
renters' issues will be held at 7
p.m. Nov. 17 at the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center.

KEITH
KATZMAN

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 35 years.

925.376.7T7T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484
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JUST LISTED/PENDING

21 Birchwood Place, Moraga
4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,373 +/- Sq. Ft.
Offered at $1,600,000

JUST LISTED

@ Canning Court, Moraga
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,414+/- Sq. Ft.
Offered at $1,650,000

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what
improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at
closing. But what are those improvements? Let's work together well before a sale
so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care
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Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LEFAYETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Nov. 14, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, Nov. 21, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Nov. 23, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Your one-call plumber!

LeapFrog
Plumbing

| Gas Water & Sewer

* Emergency service

e Repairs & installation

¢ Video sewer inspection

e Copper re-piping
Preventive checkups
Water heater specialist

Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

Stuffed turkey...ok,
stuffed tummy...ok,

stuffed pipes NOT ok.

Be thankful this
Thanksgiving and

;any plumbing job!
| performed by

1 LeapFrog Plumbing
1 $225 or over

’Tcajp-on_perjos, &;; 1/3-1/23

We Hop o It/

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

green solutions!

. ©9377-6600 &

CA Lic
929641

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

BRYDON &IVES
SMILES *
arc our
favorite
testimonial!

1.5%

Of Top Ranked
Realtors in the Country

37+

Years Experience Selling
Lamorinda Real Estate

73
* % W % K

Zillow Reviews

€€ We loved working with Kristi and Lisa when
purchasing our home in Moraga. They are
consummate professionals with deep knowledge
of the Lamorinda area. They made the process
as stress free as possible and we rested easy
knowing we were in good hands. ??

Recent Buyers

Lisa Brydon & Kristi lves
925.788.8345
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | 01367466

Work with us!
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TERRI BATES WALKER

STAT E

Looking for a Lamorinda real estate expert?

¥

Lifetime Lamorinda resident
20+ years experience
Top 1% of Contra Costa County realtors®*

formation taken from the MLS as of January 1, 2022. Source data

is deemed reliable but not guarant

eed. Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC.

RS

Terri Bates Walker, Broker, J.D.
510-282-4420
terri@terribateswalker.com
terribateswalker.com
CalRE#01330081

[ coLoweLL BankER REALTY

e & ‘Y R

35 years of experience in architectural de@non

www.kaplanarchitects.com
(510) 361-0223

KAPLAN ARCHITECTS

R

PROBATE ATTﬁRH EY

* Probate/Trust Administration
« Wills/Trusts

* Conservatorships

* Financial Elder Abuse

* Inheritance Disputes

www.rayrobinson.attorney

925-255-1640

rayicrayrobinson.attorney

Moraga takes steps toward recruiting
new town manager

By Vera Kochan

After Town Manager Cynthia
Battenberg gave written notice
on Oct. 4 of her impending late
December resignation, the
town council wasted no time
creating an Ad Hoc Committee
during its Oct. 12 meeting in
order to find her successor.

Mayor Steve Woehleke and
Vice Mayor Renata Sos, the two
committee members, followed
up on the meeting’s decision to
use an executive recruitment
firm to help in the process. All
council members agreed that it
would be in the town’s best in-
terests to employ an executive
search firm for multiple rea-
sons: access to a wider net of
talent thanks to experience
and contacts in the industry;
recruitment firms are better
equipped to cast a wider net
when advertising positions;
these firms can save the town
time by performing back-

ground and reference checks;
and recruiting firms can inter-
view stakeholders in order to
identify a candidate’s charac-
teristics with respect to the
town’s needs.

The Ad Hoc Committee re-
ceived written proposals from
three top recruiting firms and,
after interviews, decided to
recommend to the council,
during its Oct. 26 meeting,
Gary Phillips from Bob Murray
& Associates, who among other
things has had experience in
recruiting personnel for com-
munities much like Moraga.
The recruiter’s fees of $28,000
are in line with other agencies.

Also discussed during the
town council meeting was a
timeline of next steps to be
taken with the assistance of a
recruiter in order to fill the
town manager’s position. First
is to develop recruiting mate-
rials by interviewing council
members, senior town staff

and key stakeholders with re-
gards to the prospective candi-
date’s attributes which will
help to develop a profile; next
is to advertise the position
through various means; once
applications have been re-
ceived preliminary interviews
with the recruiter begin; and,
finally, the top candidates meet
with council members for in-
person interviews.

The town council ap-
proved an agreement with Bob
Murray & Associates and stip-
ulated that the recruitment
process will include a commu-
nity survey to allow for public
input. The council also agreed
to continue with the Ad Hoc
Committee during the devel-
opment of recruiting materials
and in bringing forth potential
Interim/Acting Town Manager
candidates after Battenberg’s
resignation date becomes ef-
fective, until a permanent
town manager is seated.

Housing Element adoption deadline
causing some confusion

By Vera Kochan

Housing and Community De-
velopment for the State of
California had issued a Jan 31,
2023 deadline for Housing El-
ement adoption, but allowed
for a second deadline of a 120-
day “grace period”, whereby
municipalities must have re-
ceived their HCD certification
acknowledging that their
Housing Element meets the
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state’s standards. Herein lies
the confusion.

After the publishing of a
San Francisco Business Times
article, “S.F. got the state’s
housing deadline wrong -- so
did Berkeley, Oakland and
San Jose,” a flurry of conver-
sation was ignited between
the Association of Bay Area
Governments (ABAG) and the
Contra Costa County Directors
in order to clarify matters.

HCD stated that is stands
“firm” with the initial January
deadline, and the Oct. 26 town
council meeting’s staff report
by Planning Director Afshan
Hamid notes, “After that date,
the Town is out of compliance
if it does not have an adopted
legally adequate housing
element.”

The report also states,
“The ‘grace period’ is not in-

tended to provide communi-
ties with more time to com-
plete and adopt their Housing
Elements. Communities that
fail to be found in compliance
by May 31, 2023, may face ad-
verse consequences.”

Some of the outcomes
could lead to loss of local con-
trol; implementation of the
“builder’s remedy” (a legal
mechanism that states can use
to expedite the construction
of low or middle income
housing when a city fails to
comply with housing devel-
opment laws); and the loss of
affordable housing and trans-
portation grant funding.

After conferring with
Barry Miller Consultants, the
Planning Department assured
the town council that Moraga
is on track to comply with the
HCD Jan. 31, 2023 deadline.

Accolades for retiring
Town Clerk Marty McInturf

By Vera Kochan

In American culture 13 is con-
sidered to be an unlucky num-
ber. That tradition continues in
Moraga, because after 13 years
on the job, Town Clerk Marty
McInturf has decided to retire.

No stranger to Lamorinda,
McInturf is a graduate of Mira-
monte High School. Prior to
joining the town staff she
worked as the city clerk for
Pleasant Hill. Her numerous
tasks as town clerk and her
fountain of knowledge have
made her well known to resi-
dents who have come to rely on
her help and direction over the
years.

Although Moraga’s status
as a “town” may sound less
daunting when it comes to
daily responsibilities, as any-
one on the staff knows there’s
a lot to do. McInturf’s job is no
exception. Some of her duties

include: certifying and distrib-
uting ordinances and resolu-
tions; conducting follow-up ac-
tivities related to the agenda by
processing agreements and
recording official documents;
indexing and filing town coun-
cil actions; maintaining and
updating the Municipal Code;
maintaining permanent town
records; managing and con-
ducting town council member
elections; preparing and post-
ing agendas and council packet
production/distribution; pro-
cessing legal notices for council
meetings and public hearings;
recording proceedings of town
council meetings; responding
to requests for public record
information; serving as filing
officer for Fair Political Prac-
tices regulations; submitting
measures to the electorate; and
publishing the About Town
Newsletter.

.. continued on Page A5

Town Council: Wednesday, Nov. 9, 6:30 p.m.

Special Town Council Meeting:
Wednesday, Nov. 16, 6 p.m.
Planning Commission: Tuesday, Nov. 14, 6:30 p.m.,

Park and Recreation Commission:
Monday, Nov. 21, 7:00 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
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Accolades for retiring Town Clerk

Marty McInturf

... continued from Page A4

“Marty, as Town Clerk, is
Moraga’s own Mary Pop-
pins,” said Mayor Steve
Woehleke. “She is the central
point resource who keeps all
reminded of deadlines,
arrangements and all other
key information critical to
town operations. All are be-
moaning her departure,
while also wishing Marty a
very enjoyable, well-deserved
retirement.”

Vice Mayor Renata Sos
said, “Marty is the consum-
mate public servant: dedi-
cated, hard working, colle-
gial, and community-focused.
Her warmth and kindness
have no bounds. It was a joy
and a privilege to work with
her.”

Council Member Teresa
Onoda described McInturf as
“the wizard behind the cur-
tain no matter who the
elected leaders are,” and
Council Member Mike Mc-
Cluer described her as “a
fountain of information and
is one of the most helpful
people I ever met,” noting
that when he conducted his
Community Engagement vis-
its and asked for recommen-
dations on how the town can
improve, the best idea Mc-
Cluer received was “Clone
Marty!”

Council Member Sona
Makker said, “She’s always
looking around corners to see
how to advance staff’s, coun-
cil’s, and the town’s needs at
large. She also brings a
poignant, much needed sense
of calmness to the room (and
even managed to do this over
Zoom!). I am grateful I had
the opportunity to work with
Marty and see her shine as a
true public servant.”

“Marty provides excep-
tional customer service to
everyone — elected offices,
residents, business owners
and fellow Town employees,”
Town Manager Cynthia Bat-
tenberg stated. “She is collab-
orative and always willing to
help. Marty is a friend to all
and will be sorely missed.”

Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict Chief Dave Winnacker
said there is no substitute for
the years of support Marty
gave to the community. “Her
pleasant attitude, patience,
thoroughness, and high pro-
fessional standards were al-
ways appreciated. I wish her
the very best in her retire-
ment.” Moraga Police Chief
Jon King described McInturf
as “a mainstay of this Town,
dedicated to ensuring that in-
formation gets out to people
and that everyone has an op-
portunity to participate. She
is such a good person and I

Photo Lamo archives

Marty McInturf when she joined the town in 2009.

feel honored to work with
her and call her my friend.”

“It has been a pleasure
working with Marty,” agreed
Administrative Services Di-
rector Annie To. “She has the
institutional knowledge and
is dedicated to her town clerk
role. I have enjoyed working
with Marty as she is calm,
cool, and collected! I am re-
ally going to miss working
with her.”

Director of Public
Works/Town Engineer Shawn
Knapp has known Marty
since their days together
working for the city of Pleas-
ant Hill. “T joke with Marty
that she is the only town clerk
that I know. She has an in-
credible professional proof-
reading ability. She tries to
read all staff reports, resolu-
tions, ordinances, proclama-
tions and so on. It’s a lot, to
the point that she spends
countless hours at home
reading (after work and late
into the night). She has high
standards for quality of
work.”

“Marty’s intellect takes
on any beast of a topic,”
stated Planning Director Af-
shan Hamid. “When I intro-
duced the upcoming Housing
Element and the new laws to
Moraga Town Council, Marty
shared how she watched
Pleasant Hill’s meetings on
the same topic, and how their
community responded. Marty
not only took on Moraga’s
Housing Element, but she
went further and learned
Pleasant Hill’s. Marty cared
and was invested in Moraga
to learn how Moragans
would be impacted.”

Public Works/Parks
Maintenance Manager Kyle
Salvin described Marty as
“very kind and intelligent; al-
ways willing to take on new
challenges no matter how
busy; never allowed fellow
employees to fail — always
looking out for others; and a
true friend to the town. In my
27 years with Moraga she is
hands-down the most stead-
fast and diligent worker I
have ever had the pleasure of
working with. She will be
greatly missed.”

Administrative Assistant
Mary Jane Muller had pow-
erful bullet points when de-
scribing McInturf: “the epit-
ome of dedicated; thoughtful
and understanding; helpful to
all who request anything of
her; calm and unflappable;
always positive and respect-
ful when interacting with
anyone and everyone; her
knowledge and recall is un-
matched. Being that I have
worked the most closely with
her for eight years, it will be
a challenging adjustment for

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski

me to go on without the rock
that is Marty.”

Retirement for McInturf
means more time to spend
with her husband, Steve, her
two sons and their families
(which includes grandkids),
and whatever else she has in
mind. She has earned it.
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After marathon session, Orinda council decides on
a path forward on housing element

By Sora O’Doherty

By the end of a four-hour
meeting where the housing
element was the only sub-
stantive matter on the
agenda, the Orinda City
Council on Nov. 1 instructed
staff to pull back to a less
cautious buffer and reduce
some potential housing
height and density in the re-
vised housing element to be
sent to the California Depart-
ment of Housing and Com-
munity Development (HCD).
Every eight years every
town, city, and county in Cal-
ifornia must prepare a
“housing element,” a plan for
providing for increased
housing. The plan must be
approved by the HCD on a
strict timeline, with signifi-
cant penalties if the plan is
not certified by HCD in time.
All over California commu-
nities are currently working
on the sixth housing element,
which will be in force from
2023 through 2031. Commu-
nities, including those in
Lamorinda, received vastly
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higher numbers of housing

units they must provide for

than the previous five hous-
ing elements.

Several public comments
suggested that the city of
Orinda simply refuse to
comply with the state re-
quirements, but to do so
would impose difficult con-
sequences, and litigation
would be arduous and ex-
pensive, according to Orinda
Director of Planning Drum-
mond Buckley, City Attorney
Osa Wolff, and City Manager
David Biggs. A compliant
housing element is also re-
quired for the city to qualify
for grants and loans.

After the city submitted
its draft housing element to
the HCD, the agency re-
sponded by rejecting a num-
ber of sites that the city had
included as suitable for po-
tential new housing. The
HCD was particularly dubi-
ous about non-vacant sites
that the city had included. As
a result, where the down-
town precise plan (DPP) had
initially included 43 sites, 23
of those sites have now been
removed and one site, 4
Orinda Way, has been added,
resulting in a total of 21 DPP
sites in the updated inven-
tory. Council Member Nick
Kosla, co-chair of the Down-
town Development Subcom-
mittee, said that in his opin-
ion, all of the sites in the
original draft would work,
despite HCD’s doubts.

An additional factor
bearing on the housing ele-
ment is the stream of new
legislation from the state of
California. Two pieces of re-
cent legislation, Assembly
Bill 2097, which limited the
ability of local areas to re-
quire parking in develop-
ments within a half-mile of a
BART station, and Senate Bill
6 which allows housing to be
built in areas zoned for com-
mercial use, were of particu-
lar concern to the council.
Vice Mayor Inga Miller
pointed out that BART won’t
get your children to school or
you to the supermarket.
“The idea that because you
live near BART means that
you don’t need a car just
doesn’t work,” she said.
“Maybe it works in San
Francisco, but not in

Orinda.”

Attorney Wolff pointed
out that the law contains an
opportunity for the city to
make a finding for a pro-
posed project that a require-
ment of no parking would
impose a substantial hard-
ship on residents. Such a
finding must be supported by
a preponderance of evidence
and must be submitted
within a relatively short time
period. For that reason, the
council urged staff to begin a
parking survey that would
provide evidence regarding
the various proposed hous-
ing sites that could be relied
upon in the event of a pro-
posed development coming
forward.

Much of the discussion
was devoted to two potential
housing sites, a piece of land
owned by Caltrans off High-
way 24 and the BART parking
lots. Members of Orinda
Watch and Nick Warranoff,
who was unable to attend the
meeting, suggested that the
city rely heavily upon these
two sites to meet its quota of
potential housing sites,
which would allow for lower
height buildings and less
density in other areas of the
city. However, BART has
communicated to the city
that, although it recognizes
the potential for housing on
its sites, it cannot be ready to
proceed until the next hous-
ing element cycle, eight years
from now.

The Caltrans site consists
of 10 acres, but the issue is
that the property must be
decertified. Council Member
Darlene Gee declared, “I
cannot imagine why Orinda
would have to be involved in
the decertifying. I hope that
staff will push Caltrans to
declare this land as surplus
property.” Biggs agreed, not-
ing that he thought that Gee
was right, and he hopes to
overcome the obstacle.

Several members of the
public suggested that the
Caltrans site could accom-
modate more than the 200
units proposed. Staff ex-
plained that if the number
were increased, it might
cause HCD to start asking a
lot of questions and want to
see project examples.

Since reliance of the

BART site is probably not a
possibility for this cycle, and
the Caltrans site has issues to
be resolved, the city looked
to another way to reduce
proposed heights and densi-
ties for certain sites. It was
suggested that one way to do
that would be to reduce the
buffers that were included in
the draft. Buffers are num-
bers of housing units added
to the required amount to
protect against failure to
meet the HCD requirements
in the event of unexpected
occurrences. The use of
buffers protects the city from
negative consequences of not
meeting its required quotas.

However, after discus-
sion with staff and with the
city’s consultants, Place-
works, who attended the
meeting and gave a presen-
tation on the revised draft,
the city council agreed that
the buffers could be reduced,
which would allow for the
highest heights allowed in
some areas, up to 65-70 feet,
to be reduced to 45 feet, and
the highest density of 65
dwelling units per acre to
also be reduced.

Another issue that the
city council wanted staff to
explain to HCD is the role of
Measure J, the original half-
cent sales tax that passed in
2004. Measure J incorporated
a growth management pro-
gram for Contra Costa
County. Orinda gets half a
million dollars back from the
tax each year, which is ap-
plied to the city’s street-
paving program. In order to
qualify for the money, how-
ever, the city must fill out a
growth management check-
list, which includes elements
such as the city’s work to-
wards affordable housing,
cooperative planning, traffic
mitigation fees for things
such as bike paths and local
transportation. As explained
by longtime city council
member Amy Worth, this
plan is reviewed every two
years. “If the city is not mak-
ing progress,” she said, “the
city can’t get the money.” She
further explained, “We need
to have our housing element
to show that we are making
progress, and we’ve always
been successful.”

Miramonte gardens razed, raising
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One of the gardens at Miramonte High School, pre-pandemic

By Ashley Dong

Longtime Orinda resident and
garden volunteer Linda Mizes

was in a state of shock after
her first visit to Miramonte
High School post-pandemic.
The three gardens, scattered
throughout the school, in
which she, along with many
other volunteers, dedicated
nearly two decades of strenu-
ous volunteer work, had dis-
appeared, along with several
Eagle Scout projects and thou-
sands of dollars in grants.

“Times are changing now,
and there are different priori-
ties. But a number of years
ago, school gardens were a
wonderfully big thing,” Mizes
said.

In 2020, Miramonte
boasted three thriving gar-
dens. The first one stood next
to the tennis courts.

... continued on Page A7
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‘Looking Out, Looking In’ - paintings by
Nicole Reader at Orinda Library gallery

“White Window” by Nicole Reader

Orinda artist Nicole Reader
has kept her eyes on her easel
for the past 13 years. Now, in
her show at the Orinda Li-
brary Art Gallery, she exhibits
her paintings of contempla-
tive people turning their eyes
elsewhere.

The figures in these
paintings are focused on their
own environment, whether
internal or external, rather
than acknowledging the gaze
of the viewer. Some are
perched on literal overlooks,
dramatic landscapes opening
up before them; others barely

look off the edge of the can-
vas, their vision turned
inward.

Reader works in acrylic
paints on canvas. Her realistic
figurative paintings are based
on photographs, but have an
intensity and vibrancy that go
beyond their source material.
The artist says, "In my paint-
ings I strike a balance: I pin
down precise and specific re-
alistic details, but I also incor-
porate the magic of mood and
atmosphere.” Many of the
paintings in this show depict
people in landscapes with ex-

“Canyon Dawn” by Nicole Reader Images provided

pressive light, with settings
ranging from the Yosemite
Valley to Oxford, England.
Reader has lived in
Orinda for over 20 years.
“Looking Out, Looking In”
will be on display at the
Orinda Library Art Gallery
throughout the month of No-
vember. The gallery is located
at 26 Orinda Way. The show is
curated by the Lamorinda
Arts Council. See more at
www.nicolereader.com and
lamorindaarts.org/
current-exhibits.
-- J. Wake
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Miramonte gardens razed, raising
concern for some

] Photo prov1ded
One Miramonte garden site as
of Oct. 20.

... continued from Page A6

Mizes originally started it
as a vegetable garden in 2004,
but through years of hard
work, volunteers converted it
into a thriving permaculture
food forest—a mostly self-
sustaining garden. Students,
parents, and teachers filled
the garden with benches,
raised beds, a garden shed
and a compost bin built as
Eagle Scout projects, fruit
trees donated by the Moraga
Garden Center, and even a
greenhouse donated by the
Lafayette Garden Club. How-
ever, today, all of this is gone,
leaving only a pile of the
stones, which used to line a
path through the garden, and
the fruit trees, which are des-
perately in need of tending.

“I'’had no idea that this
happened. I talked to some
other people, and they also
had no idea this happened,”
Mizes said.

The second garden was
called the Contemplative, or
Meditation Garden, and the
volunteers designed it to be a
safe, calming space for stu-
dents to hang out with friends

or decompress alone. To con-
struct this space, in 2018, the
Lafayette Garden Club
granted Christina Orangio, the
former horticultural program
instructor, $2,000 to carry out
her vision. This space con-
sisted of planter boxes, vari-
ous seating areas, and plants
donated by parents and other
volunteers. Only the planter
boxes, which were painted
beautifully by students, stand
today, barren and scattered
around the dirt area.

The third garden was a
vegetable garden consisting of
nine raised beds, four or five
wheelbarrows, a path made of
stepping stones, a sturdy
fence, a garden shed, and a
newly donated Eagle Scout-
built compost bin. Today, all
this material is gone, with the
exception of the garden shed
sitting in the corner.

“It’s not as if the school is
tearing down its own equip-
ment. This was provided and
paid and assembled by other
people, not by the school it-
self. It was a gift, and these
other people were not going
to be too happy having their
donations destroyed,” Mizes
said.

The reasons why the
school and district decided to
remove the gardens are un-
clear. “Although they may
have been in good shape
many years ago, over the
years the weeds and plants
became overgrown, the
benches, fencing, greenhouse,
and beds were falling apart
and unsafe, the vegetables
were growing in chemically
treated beds, and the terrain
was not ADA compliant nor
safe for anyone,” Miramonte
Principal Ben Campopiano
said.

However, Mizes insists
that, due to the lack of care
and water, it is unlikely the
plants became overgrown and
that much of the garden’s
equipment was recently in-
stalled and was still in good
shape in 2020. Additionally,
she says that they never used
chemically treated wood be-
cause they kept their gardens
organic, and, under the su-
pervision of a previous prin-
cipal, they ensured the gar-
dens were ADA-compliant.

Nevertheless, both Mizes
and Campopiano agree that
the plan is to rebuild back,
better than ever. “I will be
working with interested par-
ents, students, staff, and com-
munity members to help
bring these gardens back to
life,” Campopiano said.

Having access to school
gardens in high school is im-
portant because, along with
their positive aesthetic and
environmental effects, ex-
perts say gardens are also
beneficial for overall student
health. “Working in a garden
can lead to reduced stress,
more positive mental state,
and physical health and well-
being,” a study by the Journal
of American College Health
states. During a time when
teenagers are under heavy
social and academic pressure,
finding ways to relieve stress
is more important than ever.

“For 20 years, I’'ve taught
nature and gardening to stu-
dents. It’s important to eat
healthily, and it’s important to
work in a garden and know
how things grow,” Mizes said.
“My hope is that we can make
these sites more conducive
and more useful to the
students.”
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Work continues as recent rains give hope to end of fire season

By Jennifer Wake

While recent rains have been a wel-
come sight in Lamorinda, Moraga-
Orinda Fire District Fire Marshal Jeff
Isaacs warns residents not to let their
guard down. “This time of year, we get
questions from the public on fire sea-

Work areas within the Tunnel-East Bay Hills Fuel Break Project

son: Are we out of fire season?” Isaacs
noted at the Oct. 19 MOFD board of di-
rectors meeting. “It really depends on
the rain. If we see that early onset of
rain of three to four inches, we can
safely expect that we’re not going to
see any large, rapidly spreading fires.
But if that rain is pushed back and we
get those wind events that usually oc-

Image provided

cur this time of year, we could be right
back into significant fire weather.”
Isaacs said MOFD is preparing to
start chipping season and fire reduc-
tion work as fire season begins to wind
down. “The chipper should be ready
to go by mid-November,” he said, also
noting that the Home Hardening Grant
Program is going strong. This program
is open to all residents within MOFD’s
jurisdiction for the 2022-23 fiscal year
ending on June 30, 2023, with grants
available to reimburse the purchase of
ember-resistant vents not to exceed
$1,000 per parcel. “We ordered about
1,800 feet of BushFire [1/16" mesh in
7.5” width] fence material and have
800 feet remaining.” He said there
have been over 30 requests for the
material and homeowners say it’s easy
to manipulate and can be installed
without having to hire a contractor.
More information can be found at the
MOFD website:
www.mofd.org/our-district/
fuels-mitigation-fire-prevention/
home-hardening-grant-program
Wildfire prevention work is also
continuing at the Tunnel-East Bay Hills
Fuel Break Project through Cal Fire in
Work Area 2 and into Work Area 1 of

the six work areas. Crews have cut
brush, limbed up trees and created
piles that will be burned or chipped
and they’ll do additional cutting and
fuels mitigation once the weather be-
comes more favorable this fall or win-
ter, Isaacs said. They have been al-
lowed to do work in those areas “be-
cause it’s on East Bay Municipal Utility
District land and EBMUD has the envi-
ronmental and CEQA documents done
so we follow their habitat conservation
plan,” he said.

MOFD is working with environ-
mental consultant, Sequoia, who
worked with the district on the North
Orinda Shaded Fuel Break and they’re
doing the CEQA for the portions of the
grant that will take place on private
property in areas 4, 3 and portions of
area 5. “We should have that environ-
mental work done by spring and once
we have that accomplished, we have
workers in place who will be able to
get our crews out there and get work-
ing on this,” Isaacs said.

To view the entire presentation on
YouTube, visit:
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=CsDpErRUjFA&t=2727s

Letters to the editor

Water usage

There was a good piece on the sub-
ject of water usage in the San Francisco
Chronicle recently but I do believe the
statistics should include the acreage -
for example, our house in Orinda is on
a small lot (0.31 acres) but we do have a
pool that needs topping up every month
or so -- our latest statement from
EBMUD indicates that in the last two
months (very hot and dry so probably

as high a number as we'll have this
year) we used 294 gallons per day. The
EBMUD allowance is 1646 per day and
some of the Happy Valley people cited
by the Chronicle are using far more
than that.

I would also suggest that water us-
age by City and State entities be in-
cluded. I recall that one study a while
ago (during the last major drought)
showed that the largest consumers of
water were government entities, espe-

cially in Sacramento. How much water
do the Cities of Lafayette, Moraga, or
Orinda consume, for example? It seems
that little people like us are doing our
best and being incredibly conscientious
while the CEOs and super-rich plus the
Cities are quite without conscience as
they consume "our" water...

John Windle
Orinda

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express
views of the writer and not necessarily those of
the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will
include the writer's name and city/town of
residence -- we will only accept letters from those
who live in, or own a business in, the
communities comprising Lamorinda (please give
us your phone number for verification purposes
only). Letters must be factually accurate.
Lamorinda Weekly reserves the right to refuse
publishing a letter submission. Visit
www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission
guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com;
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, 1480 Moraga
Road STE C #202, Moraga, CA 94556

SMC men’s basketball relies heavily on younger players

... continued from Page A1l

As a two-time all WCC
honors player, fifth-year senior
Logan Johnson’s return was a
mutual decision between Ben-
nett and Johnson. “Logan felt it
was the right move to come
back for another year and we
were glad to have him back,”
Bennett said. “He will be a key
player again and his role will
remain the same as it was last
season. He’s got a good chance
to play after college and de-
pending on how good we are,
he could play himself into
something nice next year.”

The other guards that will
be seeing substantial playing
time are sophomore Augustus
Marciulionis, redshirt fresh-
man Chris Howell and fresh-
man Aidan Mahaney. “Aidan
and Chris are not there yet but
I believe we can get there this
year with them,” Bennett said.
“We’re going to be throwing
them in the fire and they’re
going to have to learn right
away. Augustas and Aidan are
talented at the point and
they’re just lacking experience
but they’re going to learn as we
go this year. It’s just a matter of
finding out how much they can
handle and that’s where I'm at

right now.”

As difficult as it is for a
freshman to adjust to the Saint
Mary’s system, Mahaney is as
well prepared as one can be as
alocal Campolindo graduate.
“Aidan knows our program,
environment and the guys on
the team,” Bennett said “He
knows how he fits and how we
think and how we want our
guys to be unselfish and play
off our guards a lot. He’s got
the skill set, the size and confi-
dence to do it. We just have to
keep making him better within
what we do which really fits
his skills and talents. It’s not
going to happen on day one but
Aidan will fight through it just
like Augustas did last year until
they both get as confident and
comfortable as Khuse and Lo-
gan were last season.”

The 6’6” Howell is being
counted on to fill many roles
for the Gaels. “Chris is a jack of
all trades that can play the 1-2-
3 or 4, but he’s essentially a big
guard,” Bennett said. “He has a
really good feel and he's a good
defender that can fill that role
when Logan is out of the
game.”

Seniors Kyle Bowen and
Alex Ducas are the other two
returning starters, lining up at
the forward position. “Their

roles are not going to change
but we need them to get better
because they’re carrying more
of the load this year, at least for
a little while,” Bennett said.

Redshirt sophomore Luke
Barrett (Piedmont) has made
good strides and should see a
fair amount of time at the
three position along with
Howell. The pleasant surprise
so far this year has been 6’8
235-pound freshman Joshua
Jefferson, a physical player
who averaged 17 points per
game last year at Liberty High
School in Las Vegas. “Joshua
has a good body and a really
good basketball 1Q,” Bennett
said. “He's a good passer and
just needs to learn how to play
harder and improve his de-
fense. He’s going to learn that
as he goes, but we need him,
and he’s going to help us.”

As with all of the other po-
sitions, at center there is a vet-
eran starter with Saxen who
missed the first four games last
season with back spasms, but
returned and had a good sea-
son. “Mitch kept getting better
and he has shown that he is
ready to be the starter.”

Backing up Saxen is an-
other freshman, 7°0” 275-
pound Harry Wessels, another
import from Australia. “Harry

is a big, strong player and like
all freshmen, he has to adjust
to the game and figure out how
the officials call the game over
here,” Bennett said. “He can
score and rebound and gets a
lot done when he plays -
sometimes too much - but he is
going to be able to help us this
year.”

With so many freshmen
expected to play this season, it
brought Bennett back to the
2009 team that had a 28-6
record and had a memorable
upset of Villanova in the NCAA
tournament. “That year we had
three freshmen, Matthew
Dellavedova, Mitch Young and
Jorden Page, who played a lot,”
Bennett said. “I'm excited
about the young players on our
team but we still have to win
the games.”

Bennett, who is in charge
of setting up the team’s sched-
ule, has the Gaels playing their
first five games at home
against teams from Oklahoma
(Oral Roberts), U. of Vermont,
Texas (No. Texas), Louisiana
(Southern) and New York (Hof-
stra), all teams that will pro-
vide good early season chal-
lenges. “Vermont's the eighth
winningest program in college
basketball in the last seven
years, North Texas is very

good, Oral Roberts is a sweet 16
team along with Southern and
Hofstra. Our other non-league
home games are also tough
with Missouri State, New Mex-
ico State, New Mexico and Col-
orado State.”

The Gaels will also be
playing in the John Wooden
Legacy Tournament in Ana-
heim and the Jerry Colangelo
Classic in Phoenix. “Those
tournaments are hard to get in
but we’ve played in both of
those tournaments previously,”
Bennett said.

The support that the team
gets at the University Credit
Union Pavilion is one that most
schools envy. “It's a tough en-
vironment for other teams to
play in,” Bennett said. “Our
fans are a community and
we’re like the local team. Our
students are great, and they
take it to a whole other level,
but even when they’re not
here, we still have a great at-
mosphere which a lot of
schools don’t have. Our
alumni, fans and students like
our guys because they’re good
guys, which is what makes it
really special.”

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820

Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police
Department

Incident

Summary

Report

Oct. 16 - Oct. 29

Alarms 34
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 13
Traffic 74
Suspicious Circumstances 10
Suspicious Subject 28
Suspicious Vehicle 15
Service to Citizen 25

Patrol Req./Security Check 17
Public/School Assembly Check 9

Supplemental Report 18
Vacation House Check 34
Welfare Check 21
Ordinance Violation 1

Vehicle violations

Auto Burglary
800 Block Paradise Ct.
Acalanes Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
50 Block Lafayette Cir.

Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Olympic Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Village Center
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

50 Block Lafayette Cir. (2)
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Village Center
20 Block Lafayette Cir.

Reckless Driving
3300 Block Mildred Ln.

Happy Valley School
Sweet Dr./Walnut Ln.
Taylor Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

Tamper With Vehicle
1000 Block Leland Dr.

Tc - Property Damage
3800 Block Los Arabis Dr.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd., Ori
3400 Block School St.

Moraga Rd./St Marys Rd.

Other criminal activity

Fraud Credit Card
3600 Block Mosswood Dr.

Grand Theft
3200 BlockMt. Diablo Blvd.

Grand Theft Veh Parts
1100 Block Garden Ln.

Identity Theft
Police Department (2)

Misc Burglary
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

Panhandling
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Petty Theft
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3700 Block Mosswood Dr.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Petty Theft Veh Parts
3300 Block La Caminita

Shoplift
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)
3600 Block Deerhill Rd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic
900 Block Foye Dr.
1000 Block Miller Dr.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
900 Block Foye Dr.
Disturbing The Peace
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
1000 Block Carol Ln.
Loud Noise
Florence Dr./Betty Ln.
Moraga Blvd./2Nd St
Public Nuisance
Stanley Blvd./Barott Rd.
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Golden Gate Way/Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)
Saranap Ave./El Curtola Blvd.
El Curtola Blvd./Eb Sr 24
Deer Hill Rd./Oak Hill Rd.
3500 Block Terrace Way
Vandalism
3400 Block Monroe Ave.
Other
Attempted Petty Theft
3300 BlockMt. Diablo Blvd.
Fireworks
1200 BlockPleasant Hill Rd.
K9 Outside Assist Request
10 Block Bear Ridge Rd., Ori
Loitering
3600 BlockMt. Diablo Blvd.
Trespass
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Pleasant Hill Rd./Old Tunnel Rd.
3600 Block Boyer Cir.
3400 BlockSchool St.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Unwanted Guest
900 Block Mountain View Dr.
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
1000 Block Stuart St.
Violation Custody Order
1200 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd .

NRINIOA

PULICE

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report
Oct. 16 - Oct. 29

Alarms 44
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 9
Traffic 102
Suspicious Circumstances 6
Suspicious Subject 12
Suspicious Vehicle
Public/School Assembly Check 2
Service to Citizen 41
Patrol Req./Security Check 21
Supplemental Report 18
Welfare Check 8
Vehicle violations
Accident Property

40 Block Oakwood Rd.
Auto Burglary

Camino Sobrante
Dui Misd

70 Block Muth Dr.

St Stephens Cir./E1 Nido Ranch Rd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

Orinda Way

10 Block Meadow Park Ct.

Reckless Driving
Camino Pablo/Monte Vista Rd.
Moraga Way/Coral Dr.
Rheem Blvd./Glorietta Blvd.
Vehicle Theft
60 Block Moraga Way
Santa Maria Way/Camino Pablo
Camino Pablo/Santa Maria Way
Other criminal activity
Child Abuse
Dalewood Dr.
Identity Theft
Police Department
20 Block Las Vegas Rd. (2)
Petty Theft
Orinda Way
Moraga Way
30 Block Moraga Via

10 Block Edgewood Rd.
Shoplift

Moraga Way

Camino Sobrante
Warrant Arrest

Camino Pablo/Camino Sobrante

Wb Sr 24 At Wilder Rd.

Theatre Square
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Music

Camino Sobrante

100 Block Brookwood Rd.
Loud Noise

La Espiral/Los Dedos Rd.
Loud Party

10 Block Abbott Ct. (2)

200 Block Glorietta Blvd.

Rheem Blvd./Glorietta Blvd.

100 Block Sleepy Hollow Ln.

Orchard Rd./Glorietta Blvd.

50 Block Sleepy Hollow Ln.

100 Block Brookwood Rd. (2)
Public Nuisance

Orinda Way (2)
Vandalism

200 Block El Toyonal (2)
Other criminal activity
Failure To Obey

Sr 24 At Fish Ranch Rd.
H&S Violation

Orinda Community Center

Camino Pablo/Bart
Mentally Il Commit

100 Block Ardith Ct.

30 Block Linda Vista
Revoked License

Camino Pablo/Brookwood Rd.
Unwanted Guest

10 Block Katrina Ct.

Moraga Way
Violation Restraining Ord

10 Block Mira Loma (2)
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(53 COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

LAFAYETTE | $2,495,000
Privacy abounds in this contemporary home w/captivating views. Enjoy access to the pool, tennis courts & clubhouse near Briones Park where exploration awaits.

Kelly Crawford Team 925.998.5599
kelly@kellycrawfordhomes.com | CalRE #01327015

——J -h-.-
LAFAYETTE | $1,875,000
Enchanting & private 4br/2ba home in the highly desirable Burton Valley. Architecturally designed to let nature & the sunshine in!

Soraya Golesorkhi 925.808.8390 | CalRE #01771736
Susan Schlicher 510.220.2034 | CalRE #01395579

LAFAYETTE | $1,575,000
4br/2ba Updated, serene indoor-outdoor living, flat lawn and redwood grove!

Tom Stack 925.878.9964
tom.stack@camoves.com | CalRE #01501769

ORINDA | $1,700,000
Lovely single level 4br/3ba rancher, luscious backyard & rose garden.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573
vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784
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SOUTH LAKE TAHOE | Price Upon Request
3br/2ba renovated ranch home in turnkey condition in South Lake Tahoe.

Dave Gove 530.573.8737
dave@davegove.com | CalRE #02046737

ORINDA | $1,295,000
Lovely 5br/3ba opportunity with views of Mount Diablo & surrounding areas.

Suzanne Geoffrion 925.699.4832
suzanne.geoffrion@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01878803

DREAMING OF FIRE PITS AND
FLANNEL KNITS WITH FRIENDS?

Work with a Coldwell Banker® affiliated
agent to make your dream home a reality.

ColdwellBankerHomes.com GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification.
Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned
by a subsidiary of Anywhere Advisors LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. [R&x
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

925-377-0977
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70 REE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists <+ License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Hauling & Cleanup
Call Tony at (925) 497-3741
. _.‘, ‘_}yd o —
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SMC campus-wide walkout draws
attentlon to sexual assault

Kearney, who is a member
of SCAAR (Student Coalition
Against Abuse and Rape), was
also assaulted on campus by
someone who was never found
culpable of the crime. He
eventually moved to Toronto,
Canada where he was arrested
for assaulting another woman.

Another student who iden-
tifies as they/them was as-
saulted twice, explaining how
difficult it has been emotion-
ally. “We can only take so

“SMC Survivors” holds campus walkout Oct. 28 Photo Vera Kochan Much! It keeps getting referred

By Vera Kochan

Last May, the anonymous
group called “SMC Survivors”
posted flyers throughout the
Saint Mary’s College campus in
order to bring awareness to the
school’s sexual assault issues
and lack of satisfaction for vic-
tims. On Oct. 28 the group
staged a campus-wide walkout
with approximately 200-300
students participating.

Still feeling that their
grievances are not satisfacto-
rily dealt with by the Title IX
office and school officials, a
rally was held on the Chapel
Lawn where both event orga-
nizers and assault victims
spoke to the assembled crowd.

Students were asked to
sign a large purple banner that
read: “One Message for the
Campus Community” (to be
posted at the Title IX office).
Small purple flags were avail-
able for participants to place
on the lawn in a show of soli-
darity. Purple is the color for
domestic violence awareness.
Pamphlets detailing support
with regards to mental health
for survivors were also offered.

Days before the walkout,
SMC’s President Richard Plumb
issued an Oct. 25 Title IX up-
date and progress report listing
the school’s “recent develop-
ments and ongoing efforts.”
Pointing out that last spring
several commitments were
made in response to the
group’s demands, Plumb noted,
“In the coming weeks, a daily
crime log will be published on
the Public Safety website in ac-
cordance with the Clery Act;
we’ve enhanced communica-
tions with those involved in in-
cidents by following up on a
regular and consistent basis to
answer questions and provide
support; we continue to care-

fully review our current work-
flows for all incident-related
processes and procedures, and
will publish those updated
workflows soon; we’ve hired an
interim Title IX deputy coordi-
nator and will share more in
the coming weeks regarding
ongoing efforts to ensure ap-
propriate staffing and bolster
support for this critical area;
and we developed and imple-
mented mandatory sexual vio-
lence and sexual harassment
prevention training for all stu-
dents, faculty, and staff - on an
ongoing basis.”

While wearing T-shirts
with slogans such as “Feel My
Rage,” organizers gave impas-
sioned speeches expressing
their frustration with SMC’s
lack of duty and follow-through
for the victims of on-campus
sexual assault. One of the orga-
nizers, who doesn’t want her
name printed, reported an as-
sault to campus authorities in
the fall of 2021. The case was
closed a year after the incident
happened. Her assailant was
found “unresponsible” through
the SMC Title IX process. She is
appealing the judgment.
“There are a lot of loopholes in
the system,” she said. In the
meantime, the man involved in
the incident remains on
campus.

Plumb arrived at the event,
thanking everyone for showing
up and, according to student
advocate Lauren Kearney, let
the crowd know that their
voices were being heard. He
was asked if he understood
how big of an impact sexual
assault has on an individual
and if he’d ever personally ex-
perienced it. He replied in the
negative. However, Plumb
shared that a family member
has had an experience. He left
the group after answering a
few more questions.

to the Title IX office, but they
don’t do anything. It’s scary to
tell someone what happened.”

Sexual assault on campus,
while usually occurring to
women has had its small share
of male victims. Encouraged to
come up before the crowd and
speak, there were moments of
painful silence as victims sum-
moned up the courage to tell a
large group of strangers their
most painful and private se-
cret. One by one, through tears
and anger, several students
said this was the first time
they’d ever spoken openly
about their experience. They
all expressed anger that not
enough was being done on
campus to protect them, let
alone finding satisfaction and
follow-through.

After the walkout, SMC is-
sued the following statement:
“Care for one anotheris a
foundational component of the
Lasallian core principals that
guide the Saint Mary’s experi-
ence. By proactively taking the
initiative to raise awareness
around important issues such
as the prevention of sexual as-
sault, our students are practic-
ing these values. At the same
time, this national issue con-
tinues to be one that we must
work on collaboratively, and
we all have a responsibility as a
campus to help create a culture
of care and safety. We have
taken specific steps forward on
this issue [outlined in Plumb’s
Oct. 25 communication], and
we are also mindful of the fact
that these issues will take con-
tinued collaboration, so we
look forward to continuing that
work together as we seek to
take additional steps forward
in partnership with our entire
campus community.”

For additional information
about “SMC Survivors” contact:
SMCSURVIVORS@gmail.com.

Bay Area

SAD Drainage, Inc.

INC.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208
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visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com

The Peter Pan Foundation celebrates grand
re-opening; Mighty Pilates and Kimberley
Harrison Interiors open in Lafayette

Photo Jeff Heyman
The Peter Pan Foundation celebrated its ribbon cutting on Oct. 6.

Submitted by Gina Campo
and Holly Sonne

The Peter Pan Foundation recently
moved to a new location affec-
tionately called the Treehouse at
Creekside Commons, 1035 Carol
Lane, Lafayette. The official grand
re-opening and ribbon cutting for
the longtime Lafayette organiza-
tion occurred Oct. 6, and was at-
tended by the mayor of Lafayette,
Teresa Gerringer, Lafayette
Chamber president and members,

.= PPF board members and partici-

Photo provided

Ribbon cutting at Kimberley Harrison Interiors on Oct. 13.

Photo proided
City officials welcome Mighty Pilates to Lafayette at recent
ribbon cutting.

pants with the local nonprofit. The
event highlight was a flash mob
and two stunning vocal perfor-
mances by PPF members.

PPF founder Leslie Noel
Hansen could not be happier with
the new location. "Between the
vivid rainbows that dance on the
wall around 5 p.m., daily visits
from majestic wildlife and inspir-
ing humans, endless trees that
surround us and the waterfall
outside our window - the PPF is
truly home."

Mighty Pilates also recently
opened their Lafayette location in
the Mercantile at 3589 Mt. Diablo
Blvd. Lafayette Chamber board of
directors, ambassadors, members
and staff welcomed them along
with Mayor Teresa Gerringer. And
the Lafayette Chamber welcomed
Kimberley Harrison Interiors (71
Lafayette Circle) to Lafayette on
Oct. 13.

Learn more about PPF
at https://peterpanfoundation.org.
For info about Mighty Pilates, visit
www.mightypilates.com/ and
Kimberley Harrison Interiors at
www.kimberleyharrison.com/
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What lurks beneath Salnt Mary s College?
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SMC's Brother David Caretti with orb hovering near his chest

By Vera Kochan

On a rather balmy, late Octo-
ber evening, Moraga’s Saint
Mary’s College offered a free
event sponsored by the SMC
Alumni Office, calling it
“Brews & Boos.” The title is
rather self-explanatory for an
experience that begins in the
campus’ The 1928 Pub and
features a tour of the mysteri-
ous underground catacombs, a
few nights before Halloween.

A complimentary and
hearty nacho bar with a no-
host beverage bar was avail-
able, possibly to fortify the
participants who just might
have naively signed up to take
a one-way tour into the bowels
of SMC, never to be heard
from again.

Alumni Engagement Ser-
vices and Events Assistant Di-
rector Philip Goodwin and
Program Manager Bailey Mi-
nardi coordinated the
evening’s festivities while
Brother David Caretti took
groups of 10 people at a time
down into the catacombs.
What better way to instill trust
in unsuspecting souls, than to
follow a man of the cloth into
the unknown?

The last time anyone had
gone “down below” was in
2019, before it was suspended
due to COVID restrictions — at
least that’s what we were told
(wink-wink). Nearly 100 years
old, the catacombs are part of

the original 1928 construction
of the campus.

As Caretti led the first
group of explorers from the
pub, past The Chapel, to the
inevitable entrance of what by
now is assumed to be Hell’s
Gate, the jovial chatter of the
party morphed into an almost
nervous, giggly hush. For
years, rumors have abounded
with tales of students sneaking
their way down into the
haunted depths, only to be-
come lost for days, and finally
emerging as babbling fools
thanks to their macabre expe-
riences. Adding to that, is the
undocumented theory that the
catacombs once acted as a
subterranean cemetery for
SMC’s deceased clergy mem-
bers before their remains
were transplanted (so to
speak) to their final resting
place in Napa.

Once all of the "tourists"
had descended to the nether-
world, it was obvious even to a
layman, that the vast network
of tunnels house nothing more
than interconnecting pipes
and cables that service the
college’s electrical and plumb-
ing needs. One might think
this all a bit anticlimactic, but
the sight was impressive none-
the-less. The main tunnel
travels back toward the direc-
tion of the Chapel and beyond,
appearing to go on for an
eternity and giving one the
impression of a subway sys-

Back end of main tunnel

Lamorinda Veteran’s
Day vigils planned

A Veterans Memorial is sched-
uled from 9 to 10 a.m. on Fri-
day, Nov. 11 at Moraga Com-
mons Park (1425 St. Mary’s
Road) at the Memorial Rock to
honor those who served and
will include a cadre of Scouts,
town and county officials, vet-
erans and community mem-
bers who will listen to speak-
ers and enjoy refreshments.
Additionally, a Veteran’s Day
Vigil will take place at 4:30
p.m. that same day at the
Lafayette Hillside Memorial,
across from BART in Lafayette.
Thoughts at the vigil will be
focused on U.S. soldiers who
have served on behalf of our
country and the sacrifices

they’ve made. It will include
short speeches, music and re-
flection.

Lafayette Hillside Memor-
ial continues to be a place of
reflection and remembrance;
a protest against forgetting. It
is a place to recognize, honor,
and commemorate individual
national service contributions.
The memorial is also a place
that encourages individual
and public reflection on those
contributions, and the other-
wise unintended, unseen, and
unexamined costs of war.

For more information, or
to donate to maintenance, visit
www.lafayettehillsidememor-
ial.org. — J. Wake

left down there too long and
emerging as blathering
morons).

Spooky? Yes. It is not a
place anyone would want to
spend alone for a long period
of time, left to the mercy of an
over-active imagination. If

taken at face value, the cata-
combs are merely an infra-
structural necessity meant to
keep SMC functioning com-
fortably. However, how does
one explain a photo of a white
orb hovering in front of
Caretti?

Lamorinda Gynecology &
Surgery

Highly personalized &
accessible gynecologic
care for all phases of
life with a focus on

menopause, fibroids &
endometriosis.

To schedule an
appointment
please call
(925) 744-7473

www.lamorindagyn.com

Photo Vera Kochan

tem minus the train. There

was evidence of unintelligible prmEsoLesT m numeRs
graffiti running rampant on
the walls (which may give cre-
dence to the tales of students

978 2nd St. #100, Lafayette

L AMORINDR
LACROSSE

L

Boys Spring Registration: =
https://lamorindalacrosse.leagueapps.com/camps/3444570-boy--spring-2| -_3

spring 2023

Registration Open!

Girls Spring Registration:
https://lamorindalacrosse.leagueapps.com/camps/3444789-girls--spring-z
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Randal Kleiser
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Grease Sing-Along
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Great taste, less tlme Wlth this banana bread redux

Banana Nut Bread Coffee Cake

By Susie Iventosch

Do you ever have overripe ba-
nanas? It always happens to
us, because it seems that
whenever I buy bananas, we
never eat all of them before
they start to get mushy and
brown. What do you do with
mushy bananas? That’s when I
freeze them for banana bread,
which does get gobbled up!

Susie can be reached at

suziventosch@gmail.com. This recipe can be

found on our website:

www.lamorindaweekly.com If you would
like to share your favorite recipe with Susie
please contact her by email or call our

office at (925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Photos Susie Iventosch

But what I have never really
liked about my banana bread,
is that it takes forever to cook
and it never gets completely
baked in the very center of the
loaf without the top getting too
dark and overdone. The center
can still be gooey even after 50
minutes of baking. Not ideal.
We had houseguests last
weekend, so I bought a beauti-
ful bunch of bananas, which

are great for a quick snack.
Besides, somehow it looks like
you run a professional opera-
tion if there are bananas in the
fruit basket. At the end of the
weekend there were two aging
bananas left on the counter,
and reluctantly I started
thinking about banana bread.
After all of these years, I de-
cided to make the banana
bread in a square baking pan
instead of the longer and
deeper loaf pan. Voila! Banana
Bread Coffee Cake. That was

just the ticket and the bread
came out perfectly baked on
top and cooked, but moist, in
the middle and still tasted ex-
actly like banana bread.
Another benefit is that it
only takes 20-25 minutes to
bake the bread in an 8x8
square pan, so you can make
your bread that morning and
serve it hot, right out of the
oven. If you've ever had ba-
nana bread travails like I have,
this is your answer. By the
way, you don’t have to use

Banana Nut Bread Coffee Cake

(Makes one 8x8 inch-square coffee cake)

INGREDIENTS

4 o0z. butter, softened to room temp (1 stick or 1/2 cup)

1/4 cup granulated sugar
1/2 cup light brown sugar

2 eggs

Wednesday, November 9, 2022

mushy bananas for your ba-
nana bread, but it is a great
way to use them up. (I hate
wasting food!) If you’re not
quite ready to make the bread,
just freeze the bananas right
in the peel and thaw them and
peel them just as you’re ready
to bake with them. Once
baked, the banana bread cof-
fee cake also freezes very well.
Just wrap it in plastic wrap or
foil and freeze in an airtight
container.

2 cups all-purpose flour (can use half whole wheat flour if you prefer)

1 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. salt

2-3 large ripe bananas, mashed or chopped
3/4 cup coarsely chopped pecans or walnuts

1 tsp. vanilla extract

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 350 F. Grease or spray
an 8x8 inch baking dish with cooking

spray.

Cream together butter and both
sugars until light and fluffy. Add eggs and
beat well. Add vanilla and bananas and
mix until integrated. Sift flour, baking
soda and salt right into the batter and mix

well. Fold in chopped nuts.

Turn batter out into prepared pan
and bake for approximately 20-25 minutes
or until a cake tester comes out clean and
the cake is golden brown on top. Serve

warm or at room temperature.
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The Saint Mary’s College Dance Company’s
collective dance concert, “Unveiling,”

changing love, women’s rights, time, self
divinity, power within marginalization,

N t{'
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which will be offered both in-person and
live-streamed beginning Nov. 17, shares
investigations of time, women’s rights, fa-
milial warfare, religious oppression, mar-
ginalization, and many more innovative
concepts.

This showcase is produced, performed
and choreographed by the Dance Pro-

! gram’s Senior Class of 2023: Faith Alexis,

Sofia Amador, Trinity R Boykin, Rochelle
Demelo, Sev Fisher, Andrio Jordan Fong,
Olivia Rose Grimes, Alexa Janezell, Elena
Prisco, and features a new work by guest
artist and alumna Micah Sallid. According
to the Saint Mary’s website, “Unveiling” is
a collective dance show that is motivated
by the idea of finding grounding and bal-
ance within the dance community amidst
readjusting from the Covid-19 pandemic.
“Returning to campus this fall and reflect-
ing on the shared experiences of the last
few years, these emerging choreographers

religious oppression, homesickness, and
the instability of dance spaces.”

Andrew Merrell, Dance Faculty and
Senior Project Advisor, says he is honored
and excited to be on this journey of chore-
ographic exploration with this current
group of SMC seniors. “All of them are at-
tacking their work with vigor and deep
inquiry. They are on a fearless endeavor
of making their voices heard in a world
that needs very much to listen and take
notice!”

“Unveiling” will be performed Nov.
17-19 at 8 p.m. in LeFevre Theatre, and at
2 p.m. Nov. 19 (Live in LeFevre and
livestreamed). Tickets: $15 General Ad-
mission, $8 for SMC students, $12
Staff/Faculty/ Non-SMC students. Online
sales. A limited number of cash/check-only
tickets will be available at the Box Office
half an hour before each performance.
For information, visit www.stmarys-

Image prOVlded are exploring concepts of familial warfare,

ca.edu/Unveiling. - J. Wake

Can bemg in the moment help you?

By Linda
Fodrini-Johnson

Camino de Santiago, a walk
that brings life messages. I had
the experience of walking over
100 miles on the Camino in
Spain this past month. The
path is the pilgrimage of the
apostle St. James the Great, his
bones are housed in the Cathe-

Photo provided
Linda with her daughter during Camino walk in Spain

dral of Santiago de Compostela
in Galicia in northwestern
Spain. Unlike most walkers
who do 10 miles a day — I did 6
plus miles most days. There
were some very tough uphill
grades as well as steep down
hills and rocky passes.

If anyone had told me I
would do this at my age, I
would say they were crazy. I

usually walk about two miles a
day, five days a week. How-
ever, I trusted my daughter to
plan the trip, making sure we
had private baths in our rooms
and a couple of days of rest. In
all, it took us 16 days to do our
trek. We had only one rest day
and we took a 2-mile hike on
that day.

This walk is called a “pil-
grimage” and you are called a
Pilgrim by the Spanish people
you meet along the path, who
treat you very nicely along the
way. You also meet people
from all over this world, all
doing the walk for a variety of
reasons. The advice is to do the
“Camino” your way — there are
people who feel they need to
carry their pack and some
think unless you do the entire
500 miles you just are not do-
ing it. We had our suitcases
transported daily between
stops and just carried a day-
pack. We never felt like we
were less than the other pil-
grims and kept our own pace.
We walked in all types of
weather, warm and sunny, fog
and rain. Like life, we experi-
enced all the challenges of a
long journey on foot through
the wilderness, farmlands and
cities.

A big challenge was the
long uphill climbs; I had to find
a way to manage the burden of
physical endurance. As a re-
sult, I learned that worries in
life can be a hidden barrier to
accomplishing goals and sur-
viving tough days. What I said
looking down at the path (and
not at the hill in front of me) is
“the path is flat” and “the
world is round”. As long as I

just looked at what was right in
front of my eyes and stayed in
the moment I was able to

climb most hills with little
stopping.

I did not ignore the reality
of the challenge in front of me
—I called that “the world.” At
the same time, saying the path
is flat allowed me to be truly
present in the moment. That
simple statement became a
metaphor that I will use for the
rest of my life.

Most of us lead busy lives
and some of us are caregivers
for those who cannot manage
their own life. Thus, we are al-
ways thinking ahead and
rarely do we enjoy the mo-
ment without the burden of
worries. The trip taught me the
importance of being present in
the moment, overcoming ob-
stacles, and a valuable lesson
in how to feel calm and beau-
tiful when we simply live in
our surroundings — smelling,
tasting, touching, hearing and
seeing without thinking or
processing.

I shared this lesson with
my dementia support group
and they heard the message. It
will be interesting to see if they
are able to find 10 minutes a
day to be in the moment and
how it changes their burden of
caring. The world is round
and we do have to climb at
times but if we do it with the
intention to be “present in the
moment,” it can recharge our
energy and give us a calm that
other activities do not. Peace to
you.

The Zoom dementia class
for November is about manag-
ing “behavioral challenges.” I

will add some new interven-
tions for challenges based on
my experience. The class will
be held on at 11 a.m. Nov. 11 -
for a Zoom link, go to the web-
site (www.LindaFodriniJohn-
son.com) or send me an email.
Affirmation: I spend time
daily in the “Moment.” Time
without thinking, just being.
Zoom Classes:
Dementia:
Managing Behavioral Chal-
lenges, Nov. 11
Dementia:
Self-Care/Preventing Burnout,
Dec. 9

Linda Fodrini-Johnson, MA, MFT,
CMC, is a Licensed Family
Therapist and Certified Care
Manager. She has been
practicing professional care
management since 1984. Linda
founded Eldercare Services, a
full-service care management
and home care company in 1989.
Eldercare Services is now a
division of Home Care Assistance
and continues to provide Bay
Area families with care
management, advocacy,
counseling, support groups and
education.
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By Sophie Braccini

The 23rd California Independent
Film Festival (CAIFF) opens at the
Orinda Theatre Nov. 10 with In-
dia's selection for the 2023 Oscars,
“Last Film Show.” Information
about all the films and festival
events can be found at
https://www.caiff.org/film-
submissions. “Kincsem - Bet on
Revenge” is the Hungarian film
that will close the festival on Nov.
17. The highly entertaining full
feature will continue to play for a
week at the Orinda Theatre after
the lights of the festival have gone
dark.

“Kincsem,” with its valiant
cavalcades, ironclad characters,
evil traitors and brave heroes, is a
hymn to the indomitable charac-
ter of a country, Hungary, to its
men, women, and of course its
horses. This movie is a must see if
you have an interest in heroic
stories and Conan style revenge.

There was once a real mare
called Kincsem. She lived in Hun-
gary from March 1874 to March
1887. During her four-season rac-
ing career she ran 54 races and

Photo provided
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won them all. Kincsem holds the
longest undefeated record of any
racehorse. The movie that bears
her name is otherwise purely
fictional.

The story takes place in the
late 19th century when Hungary
was a part of the Austro-
Hungarian empire, led by two
different governments under the
leadership of Austrian emperor
Franz Joseph 1. A few years prior,
a Hungarian revolution had been
crushed by Franz Joseph with the
help of the Russian army. The re-

sentment of the Hungarian people

against the victors, and against
the Hungarians that sided with
the Emperor, is the backdrop of
the story. There are two sides: the
good ones who own Kincsem and
are true Hungarians, and the

traitors who would do anything to

crush the brave horse that sym-
bolizes the spirit and the revenge
of an untamable country.

The beautifully filmed melo-
dramatic period movie would not
be complete without the harrow-
ing love story that may develop
between the hero and the daugh-
ter of the traitor. In the spirit of a
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“Kincsem - Bet on Revenge” - an epic
Hungarian film at the 23rd CAIFF

true cloak-and-dagger film, “Kinc-
sem” includes many well choreo-
graphed action scenes. Spectators
will be treated to duels as well as

balls and love scenes.

Horse race enthusiasts will
also appreciate the suspense cre-
ated by the races. Several of these
are filmed with mastery, and even
if one thinks they know the end-
ing, surprises are nicely
introduced.

The feature film aimed at the
general public is striking and di-
rected with great efficiency by
Gabor Herendi. Ernd Blaskovich
is played by Ervin Nagy, while
Andrea Petric portrays the bold
and beautiful Klara von
Oettingen.

The movie, released in Hun-
gary in 2017, was the most suc-
cessful Hungarian film of the last
decade in that country. It has won
several international awards in-
cluding the Best International
Film, the Best Cinematography
and the Best Screenplay at the
California Wine Country Film
Festival.

Sweet Thursday Author Series features Author Barbara Quick

Submitted by Laurie
Miles

Friends of the Lafayette Li-
brary presents author Barbara
Quick at 7 p.m. Nov. 17 in the
Don Tatzin Community Hall to
discuss her book “What Disap-
pears.” Winner of the Dis-
cover: Great New Writers Prize
for “Northern Edge,” author of
the 13-times translated inter-
national favorite “Vivaldi’s
Virgins” (currently in develop-
ment as a mini-series), and an

award-winning poet with a
national platform, Quick has
brought all her considerable
artistry and skill together in
her sumptuous fourth novel, a
multi-generational saga peo-
pled by the greatest dancers,
artists, writers, designers, and
trend-setters of the Belle
Epoque.

“What Disappears” begins
in Tsarist Russia in the late
19th century and ends in Paris
with the start of the First
World War. One of two identi-

family in dire political and fi-
nancial straits, Zaneta is spir-
ited out of an orphanage by a
Catholic family from France.
The other twin, Sonya - raised
to believe her sister died at
birth — has her life and liveli-
hood shattered by the horrific
1903 pogrom in Kishinev. The
twins come face to face as 29-
year-old identical strangers in
the doorway of Anna Pavlova's
dressing-room when both find
jobs in Paris with Sergei Di-
aghilev’s Ballets Russes, one as
a seamstress and the other as

a minor ballerina in the corps.
The resulting complicated re-
lationship brings to light the
secrets they’ve kept even from
themselves, affecting not only
their lives but also the lives
and fates of Sonya’s three
daughters. A meticulously re-
searched page-turner of dis-
placement, family dynamics,
and cultural loss, “What Dis-
appears” resonates for con-
temporary readers with its
fast-moving plot and deep dive
into the ways in which girls
and women define their iden-

tity and search for meaning.
This free event is spon-
sored by the Friends of the
Lafayette Library although
registration is required and
seating is limited. Register at
tinyurl.com/Sweet-Nov22 for
either in-person or Zoom at-
tendance. The DTCH doors will
be open at 6:45 p.m. for coffee
and sweets before the talk.
Orinda Books will be on site
selling copies of the book.
Please wear a facial mask, if
you are not fully vaccinated.

cal twins born to a Jewish

Surprlsmg dlscovery unearthed amongst the dried weeds at Los Perales

in the lower field of the cam-
pus, the crew discovered a
bronze plaque affixed to a
medium-sized boulder at the
foot of a huge eucalyptus tree.
Turning green around the
edges thanks to its exposure to
the elements, the plaque
reads: "Bicentennial Heritage
Tree, Eucalyptus Globulus, The
Tree Was Planted Circa 1895,
Dedicated April 11, 1976."

Administrative Assistant
Krystal White, who often takes
a walk around the entire cam-
pus, took this reporter to the
site of the tree and plaque.
Neither could find any other
clues or markings that might
add details as to what organi-
zation or individual made the
commemoration or how they
knew when the tree was
planted.

According to “Images of
America: Moraga” by Susan K.
Skilton, tall trees such as the
eucalyptus were planted by
farmers and ranchers to help
break up occasional wind
gusts. “The land where the
tree still grows once belonged
to rancher James Marion Da-
ley, onetime superintendent of
the Moraga School.”

As to who placed the com-
memorative plaque at the base
of the tree, Skilton’s book ex-
plains, “The Moraga Town
Council designated this euca-
lyptus, which dates from at
least 1910, the Bicentennial
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Heritage Tree. At the time of
the dedication, the girth of the
eucalyptus tree was estimated
to be 28 feet and the height 65
feet.”

This reporter’s search
through Moraga Historical So-
ciety’s Los Perales files did not
uncover any additional par-
ticulars, and no one at the
school has any further infor-
mation about the 127-year-old
tree whose, pardon the pun,
roots come from Australia.

Giving a tree the designa-
tion of a “Heritage Tree” is not
just a whim, according to the
Phytosphere Research web-
site. “Individual trees may be
considered important com-
munity resources because of
unique or noteworthy charac-
teristics or values. Such trees
have been described in ordi-
nances as heritage, historic,
landmark, legacy, special in-
terest, significant, or specimen

trees. In some ordinances,
trees are simply labeled pro-
tected trees.” There are sev-
eral possible criteria used
when giving a tree “Heritage”
status: size, species, age, his-
toric significance, ecological
value, aesthetics, location, re-
quired plantings and retained
trees, just to name a few.

An odd footnote to the
saga is that the tree was
planted on land now called
Los Perales; English transla-
tion: “The Pear Trees”.

Special thanks to the Mor-
aga Historical Society.

Photos Vera Kochan

mentary School in Moraga
made an unusual and historic
discovery.

During the process of per-
forming fire abatement work

E )
By Vera Kochan W ey

MOVE COCRDINATORS

Doing its part to participate in
wildfire mitigation measures,
the folks at Los Perales Ele-
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Moraga Garden Club spreads
blooms, butterflies and a
bounty of good cheer

Photo provided

From left: MGC members Carolyn Westhoff and Janice Lieu, behind the sign,
Marilyn Smith (middle) Jessica Fleming to extreme right, Susan Sperry to
left, and Rena Munson, in front of sign.

Submitted by Linda U. Foley try Club urns with solar lighting, the

Library urn, the large Triangle at the
intersection of Moraga Road and
Rheem Boulevard (now referred to as
the Gateway Entrance), the Perennial
Garden at the Hacienda (near the Ca-
sita) with picnic table, and the fabulous
Monarch Demonstration and Teaching
Garden, a haven for returning butter-
flies and respite for all ages.

The Moraga Garden Club wel-
comes new volunteers in the upkeep of
these projects.

You can follow the Moraga Garden
Club on Facebook, Instagram, and
Nextdoor, or visit its website for more
information at moragagarden-
club.com. You can also reach the club
at moragagardenclub@gmail.com.

The Refresh of the Moraga Commons
entrance at the intersection of Moraga
and Saint Mary’s Roads saw its eagerly-
awaited final mulching touches two
weeks ago. A cadre of community vol-
unteers — including husbands, Kiwanis,
town officials — were spurred on by
appreciative honking and comments
from pedestrians and motorists. The
Garden Club’s own Julie Stagg's
thoughtful design was diligently im-
plemented by Jessica Fleming and Jan-
ice Lieu.

There are five other beautification
projects the MGC has designed, planted
and continues to maintain: The Coun-

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Lamorinda Village hosts
succgssful bhooster clinic

Photo Kathryn Ishizu

Lamorinda Village volunteers Becky Jenkins and Helen Gough wait to greet

booster clinic attendees.

Submitted by
Laura-Kate Rurka

Over 150 community seniors received
their Covid-19 boosters Oct. 5 at a
clinic hosted by Lamorinda Village in
conjunction with Contra Costa County
Health. County health workers admin-
istered either Moderna or Pfizer Covid
Bivalent boosters over a four-hour pe-
riod at the Lafayette-Orinda Presby-
terian Church.

Vaccine recipients were grateful
for the opportunity to receive their
recommended shots quickly and eas-

ily. Many wrote afterward to thank the
Village for hosting the event, remark-
ing on the ease of making an appoint-
ment, friendly volunteers, and excel-
lent nurses.

Several volunteers were on hand
to assist, including Becky Jenkins, He-
len Gough, Andrea Appleton, and Tori
Sovocool from Lamorinda Village and
Cheryl Miller, Leslie Finertie, and
Catherine Coleman from the Lafayette
Orinda-Presbyterian Church Congre-
gational Chair Team. Lamorinda Vil-
lage is thankful to those who helped
make it a successful event.

Cedric Terry Brady (Ric)

Sept. 8, 1942- Oct. 20, 2022
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t is with sadness that we announce the passing

of Cedric Terry Brady (Ric), a 46-year resident
of Orinda. Eight weeks ago, he was diagnosed
with Glioblastoma, an aggressive brain cancer.
We feel blessed that before he passed he was able
to celebrate his 80th birthday and reconnect with
many friends and relatives.

Ric was born in Palo Alto, Calif., to Mamie
DuBose Brady and Clemer Cedric Brady. He
attended Palo Alto High School, Yale University,
and UC Berkeley School of Public Health.

He served five years in the USAF as a KC135
Navigator.

After the Air Force, Ric spent many years
as a medical group practice administrator, first
in Seattle, Wash., and then in Oakland, Calif. He
eventually formed his own niche business in the East Bay, Brady and Associates,
which specialized in brokering oral surgery practices. After his retirement, Ric found
more time to enjoy skiing, walking at the local high school track, taking Cal extension
courses, reading extensively, and spending time with his children and grandchildren.
An avid sports fan, Ric also devoted hours to following Olympics events, the Tour
de France, assorted track and field meets, local professional sports teams, and the Cal
Bears.

At the end of his life Ric spoke often and with pride about his experience on the
Palo Alto HS relay team that broke a national record in the four-mile relay. Ric ran
his four laps in 4:30.4. The new record for the relay wat 17:51.8. The friendships Ric
developed through track lasted a lifetime.

Ric is survived by his wife of 56 years, Susan; his son Steven Brady (Katie);
his daughter Janice Metzger (Keith); and his four grandchildren, Ashley and Casey
Metzger; Declan and Ellison Brady. He is also survived by his sister, Jean Brady
(Norm Young).

A celebration of Ric’s life will take place at the Piedmont Community Church,
400 Highland Avenue, Piedmont, Calif., at 1 p.m. Nov. 11, with a reception following.
Many thanks to the staff at Dysico Care Home and Hospice East Bay for helping Ric
in the last several weeks.

Should you wish to donate in Ric’s memory, the family suggests Hospice East
Bay 3470 Buskirk Avenue Pleasant Hill CA 94523 or Brain Chemistry Labs PO Box
3464, Jackson, WY 83001 (brainchemistrylabs.org)

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement, such as a
wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or about a special person
from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to 250 words) to story-
desk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Our advertisers make our paper possible to print and
deliver free to your home. Please thank them and let
them know you saw

their ad.

Your publishers,
Andy and Wendy
Scheck

925-377-0977

Local newspaper delivered to Léfa_)/ette, Mofaga and Orinda

www.lamorindaweekly.com

NCL hosts ‘Civics for Teen Girls’

Submitted by
Ella Hack

Over 200 teen girls from Lafayette,
Moraga, and Orinda filled the stands of
the Miramonte High School gymna-
sium Oct. 23. They were not there to
cheer for a sporting event; rather, these
girls came together to attend Lamor-
inda’s first-ever “Non-Partisan Civics
for Teen Girls” event, to hear from in-
spiring local female elected officials in
Contra Costa County about the impor-
tance of being engaged and informed
citizens.

The Acalanes and Lamorinda
Chapters of National Charity League
(NCL) organized this informative panel
discussion, and hope the success of this
event can serve as a blueprint for other
NCL chapters across the nation to en-
courage more girls to share their voice
and become engaged in our political
process. Abigail Weiner, a student from
Miramonte High School and member
of NCL, shared why her chapter helped
organize the event: “It is important for
young women to participate in voting
in order to share a new and younger
generation’s perspective and to express
their opinions and have a say in the
political world.”

The panel included District Attor-
ney Diana Becton, the first woman and
person of color to serve as Contra Costa
District Attorney since the office was
established in 1850; Assemblymember
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan, the current 16th
California Assembly District represen-
tative; Suzy Pak, a trustee on the
Lafayette School Board; Renata Sos, a
member of the Moraga Town Council
and vice mayor; Hillary Weiner, cur-
rent Vice President of the Orinda
Union School District Board of
Trustees; and Amy Worth, Orinda City
Council member and former mayor
who has served for 24 years.

Photo Shirley DeFrancisci
NCL Acalanes and Lamorinda Chapters hosted a panel of local elected
officials, from left: Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan, District
Attorney Diana Becton, Lafayette School Board Trustee Suzy Pak, Orinda
Council Member Amy Worth, Moraga Town Council Vice Mayor Renata Sos,
and Orinda School Board Vice President Hillary Weiner.

Kay Lankford and Kirstin Parker,
both seniors at Miramonte High School
and members of NCL, served as the af-
ternoon’s emcees. They encouraged
panelists to share their experiences as
women in the political world and
fielded questions from the audience.
Questions included, “Why is it impor-
tant for women to hold elected office?”
and “What is the hardest and most re-
warding part of your job?” The pan-
elists shared their inspiring stories of
how and why they entered politics,
and described the unique skills and
perspectives that women bring to the
political process. They also appealed to
the teen girls in the audience to get in-
volved in local issues by attending city
council and school board meetings,
joining committees, interning, and let-
ting their elected representatives know
—via calls and emails, presentations,
and other means — what issues matter
to them. Girls 16 years and older were
invited to pre-register to vote at
registertovote.ca.gov.

In addition to attending the panel
discussion of local elected leaders, the
teen attendees worked together by
class to make several hundred patriotic
zipper pulls for soldiers, as requested
by NCL philanthropy partner Blue Star
Moms. Blue Star Moms is a national,
non-political, Congressionally char-
tered veteran service organization that
has been supporting troops since 1960.

National Charity League is a na-
tional philanthropic organization of
mothers and daughters committed to
philanthropy, culture, and leadership.
NCL donates close to three million
hours annually to over 6,000 charities
in the United States. The Acalanes and
Lamorinda chapters are composed of
approximately 250 girls in 7th-12th
grades, and their mothers. For more
information, visit nationalchar-
ityleague.org.

Commumty Service: we are pleased to make space available whenever
possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to sub-
mit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to story-
desk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.
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The Moraga Art Gallery's
lush holiday exhibit, "Varia-
tions on the Theme of Beauty,"
debuts on Nov. 9 with a dis-
play of works by more than
two dozen area artists: ceram-
icists. sculptors, oil painters,
etchers, and many more
whose talents will be front-
and-center until Jan. 15 at 432
Center Street in Moraga's
Rheem Shopping Center. Ordi-
narily open Wednesday
through Sunday from noon to
5 p.m., the gallery will be open
daily between Dec. 1 and 24.
Save the date: Saturday, Nov.
19, 5 to 7 p.m., free holiday re-
ception to view the art, meet
the artists and enjoy snacks
and live music. www.mora-
gaartgallery.com, (925)
376-5407.

Art show at Orinda Books.
November features the paint-
ings of Lisa Gunn. Lisa has
long had a prominent artistic
presence in Orinda. Her style
is a "California Impression-
ism" involving plein air, land-
scapes, and abstracts. She
notes "I am hoping that people
will connect with my painting
and find some attachment that
speaks to them whether it be
through color, composition or
some thread of energy trans-
mitting from one human to
another." Visit the Artist of the
Month at
www.orindabooks.com/events.

Art Gallery at the Orinda Li-
brary: Paintings, Photography,
Woodburning, & Hats. Lamor-
inda Arts Council presents
paintings by Nicole Reader,
photography by Farzeen Ta-
ban, woodturning by David
Fleisig and hats by Denise
Goodman in the Art Gallery at
the Orinda Library during No-
vember. Show runs Nov. 1
through 30. Close dates at all
Contra Costa Libraries are
Nov. 11, Nov. 23 at 6 p.m. and
all day Nov. 24. Visit

www.lamorindaarts.org/current-

exhibits/ to view November
artwork online.

Art Gallery at Wilder: Juleen
Lapporte “Celebrating 40 over
40.” Lamorinda Arts Council
presents portrait photography
of featured artist Juleen Lap-
porte at her virtual Art Gallery
at Wilder from Nov. 1 through
Dec. 5. You can see more of
Lapporte's photographs at
www.lamorindaarts.org/online-
galleries. Lapporte is an
award-winning portrait pho-
tographer based in Lafayette
who is showing 13 women
over 40 and their stories.

Music

The Saint Mary's College
Dance Company proudly pre-
sents “Unveiling,” the fall
dance concert created by nine
senior choreographers from
the Class of 2023, along with
guest artist and alumna Micah
Sallid. Nov. 17, 18, 8 p.m.; Nov.
19, 2 p.m. (also live-streamed);
Nov. 19, 8 p.m., LeFevre The-
atre, 1928 Saint Mary's Road,
Moraga.

Discovering Opera: Alma
Deutscher's Cinderella pre-
sented by Bradford Wade,
opera lover for 40 years.
Based on the classic fairytale,
this family-friendly work is
reset at an opera company run
by a scheming stepmother, in
which the title character is a
brilliant composer, laboring as
a copyist. In this production,
Cinderella is united with the
prince not due to the fit of a
glass slipper, but with the be-
ginning of a melody only she
knows how to continue.
Wednesday, Nov. 9 1-2:30 p.m.
Arts & Science Room,
Lafayette Library, 3491 Mt. Di-
ablo Blvd., Lafayette. Free.

Pacific Chamber Orchestra
(PCO) ushers in the holiday
season with the sublime
melodies, uplifting messages
and sheer beauty of George
Frideric Handel’s beloved
Messiah. This year’s program
Glorious will be performed in
three locations on Friday Nov.
25, 7:30 p.m at St Elizabeth
Ann Seton Church in Pleasan-
ton, Saturday, Nov. 26, 7:30
p-m at St. Stephens Episcopal

Church in Orinda and Sunday,
Nov. 27, 3 p.m at the Bankhead
Theater in Livermore. To pur-
chase tickets for the perfor-
mance at Livermore’s
Bankhead Theater, go to
https://livermorearts.org/events
/pco-glorious/, boxof-
fice@bankheadtheater.org,
(925) 373-6800

Town Hall Theatre Company
presents: “Cinderella: A Fairy-
tale” directed by Sequoia
Schirmer, written by Sally
Cookson and Adam Peck. Dec.
3-18. Town Hall Theatre, 3535
School Street, Lafayette. Tick-
ets: $25-$40. Dec. 17 is Pay-
What-You-Can.

The Sweet Thursday Author
Series is featuring author,
Barbara Quick, on Nov. 17 at 7
p-m. in the Don Tatzin Com-
munity Hall at the Lafayette
Library to discuss her book
“What Disappears.” This free
event sponsored by the
Friends of the Lafayette Li-
brary requires registration at
tinyurl.com/Sweet-Nov22 for
either in-person or Zoom at-
tendance. The DTCH doors will
be open at 6:45 for coffee and
sweets.

Other

The Cycle Recycle: Don't toss
that repairable bike on the
garbage heap! For the month
of November, Bobbie and Tom
Preston are accepting re-
pairable bikes that will be re-
furbished by volunteers and
various biking organizations
and distributed to kids,
refugees, and those in need by
White Pony Express, The Bike
Charity Institute of Alamo,
Keeping our Promise, and Wa-
terside Workshops. New
and/or used adult or children’s
bikes—in working order or
repairable--or useable bike
parts may be delivered to the
side driveway of the Preston’s
home at 1307 Larch Avenue in
Moraga through the month of
November only. No skate-
boards or plastic bikes please;
no need to call beforehand,
but for more information con-
tact Bobbie or Tom Preston at
(925) 376-8474.

An AAUW Fund Fellow-
ship/Grant recipient will speak
at the AAUW-Orinda, Moraga,
Lafayette Branch general
meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 15,
9:30 to 11 a.m. at the Orinda
Community Church, 10 Irwin
Way, Orinda. AAUW provides
fellowships and grants for
post-graduate academic work
and community projects. Visit
our website https://oml-

ca.aauw.net for more
information.

Hospice East Bay is proud to
be celebrating our 36th annual
Tree of Lights. Our Tree of
Lights ceremonies will begin
Nov. 6 and run through Dec.
11. Lafayette, Tuesday, Nov.

15, 5:30 p.m.; Orinda, Satur-
day, Dec. 3, 4:30 p.m.; Moraga,
Sunday, Dec. 11, 5:30 p.m.

Veteran’s Day Vigil on Mon-
day, Nov. 11, at 4:30 p.m. at the
Lafayette Hillside Memorial.
The memorial is across from
BART in Lafayette. Thoughts
will be focused on U.S. soldiers
who have served on behalf of
our country and the sacrifices
they’ve made. It will include
short speeches, music and re-
flection.
www.lafayettehillsidememorial.org

Lafayette’s Diversity, Equity,
Inclusion and Belonging Com-
mittee presents: See Us: Hear
Us, The Renters’ Narrative of
Life in Lafayette, facilitated by
Sharon K. Sobotta. Thursday,
Nov. 16 at 7 p.m. at the
Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center Don Tatzin Com-
munity Hall.

The Montelindo Garden Club
meeting on Friday, Nov. 18
will feature speaker Michael

Uhler of the Regional Parks
Botanic Garden in Tilden Park,
on their recently-completed
Alpine Crevice Garden, in
their Sierra section. This gar-
den is a haven for California
endangered plants. Mon-
telindo Garden Club member-
ship is open to all, and inter-
ested people are welcome to
visit montelindogar-
den.com/meetings.html for
meeting and club details. Lo-
cation is the Lafayette Library
Community Hall at 3491 Mt.
Diablo Blvd, Lafayette. The
hall opens at 9:30 am, club
meeting 10 a.m., Speaker
10:45 a.m. Free.

Moraga Garden Club—Nov.
17. Speaker Katie Creighton,
Garden Designer, will present
“Solving Garden Design Prob-
lems and Ideas for Awkward
Spaces." This is a perfect topic
for Newbies to the area or
those who are struggling with
problem spaces or are consid-
ering redesigning their gar-
dens. We are free and wel-
come new members.
www.moragagardenclub.com.
We begin with Social Time at
9:30 a.m. at the Holy Trinity
Cultural Center, 1700 School
Street.

Please submit events to:
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

Sunday 10am in

\

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

person worship

We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.

Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms everyone
on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

You are invited to join us!

AWELCOMING = LOVING

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
mai | EARNS, GROWS, AND SERVES

TOGETHER.

A9 Knox Dirmee = l_.l.l.?r'i"Hr"_{'ul'l.

LOPC.ORG

Lafayette-Orinda

Presbyterian Church

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

St Step}hcn’s

Worshiping, Learning. Serving
woenwststephensorinda.org

ipiseopal Chureh

mvpce
JOIN US

SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM
OR ONLINE AT MVPCTODAY.ORG

OUR SAVIOR
LUTHERAN CHURCH

DLINEREY S0

SLIMDAY WO P | ST kA
F I, el

5

FOELIRS | BESOAN

r AT TRCEE B s FEUER | P NTHEE

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
In-Person & Virtual service Sun. at 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us




Ali Bamberger
By Jon Kingdon

In what looked to be a .500 sea-
son last year, Saint Mary’s
ended the season with a victo-
rious run as the Gaels won their
last three games to win the
Women’s Basketball Invita-
tional ending the season with
an 18 and 15 won-lost record.
Building off that success, head
coach Paul Thomas and his staff
spent the off-season fine-tuning
their system for the players.
“We made a lot of tweaks to
the offense and defense,”
Thomas said. “We’re looking to
do a little more and a little bet-
ter. We installed things that will
showcase and accentuate the
people that will be playing
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more while playing to our
team’s strengths.”

There is no shortage of vet-
eran leadership on the team
with two graduate students
(Clair Steele and Taycee Wedin),
and two redshirt seniors (Jade
Kirisome and Amy West) on the
roster. With the season just get-
ting underway, Thomas is satis-
fied with the way that the team
is coming together. “Our chem-
istry is very good, and we build
on it every day,” Thomas said.
“In our scrimmages against
Long Beach State and Sacra-
mento State, we found out
where our strengths are and
most importantly what we need
to work on.”

What had been an Achilles
heel for the Gaels, turnovers,

925-377-0977

has been addressed with the
arrival of Steele, a Lehigh grad-
uate, who led the country last
year in assists to turnover ratio.
In the team’s first scrimmage,
without Steele they had 28
turnovers. In the second scrim-
mage with Steele, the number
was cut down to 14. “Clair has
so much to bring for us this
year, especially in the turnover
aspect,” guard Taycee Wedin
said. “She can really take care
of the ball and lead us to
success.”

There is still the matter of
determining who will be the
team’s starting five. Steele and
Wedin (14.4 ppg) will be the
starting guards and Ali Bam-
berger, the team’s leading
scorer (15.3) and rebounder
(9.3) at forward are the only
sure starters at this point. With
nine guards and five forwards
listed on the roster, Thomas
does not feel locked in as to
who he wants to play. “I want
the five best players on the
court,” Thomas said. “It will
also depend on who we are
playing in determining who will
be the other two starters.”

Upon arrival, Steele’s first
goal was to grasp the team's
system. “It was learning the of-
fense and at the same time,
finding what my role would be,
finding where I can thrive and
find my teammates and do my
best to be a great point guard
for the team,” Steele said. “My
teammates have helped me, so
it’s been a pretty smooth
transition.”

Steele has filled the role
that Thomas envisioned for her.
“She is a real leader out on the
court and sees the big picture,”
Thomas said. “She’s a bulldog
and cares about one thing and
that is being better. She will
only make our team better by
getting the ball to our scorers.

“There are a number of
players that are legitimately
competing for playing time in
the backcourt. "(Junior) Tayla
Dalton is doing a great job along
with (junior) Leia Hanafin,
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L\ S E‘T) :j’

(sophomore) Hannah Rapp,
(sophomore) Makena Mastora
and (senior) Jade Kirisome,”
Thomas said. “They are all go-
ing to play but it is yet to be de-
termined as to who are going to
be the starters.”

Thomas has also been very
pleased with sophomore Jas-
mine Farmer who is a transfer
from Laney College. “I'm really
happy where she is right now
and she is going to get some
time on the court playing the off
guard,” Thomas said. “She is a
good rebounder and is aggres-
sive to the ball.”

There is also a competitive
situation in the front court. “Ali
Bamberger inside and Addy
Wedin on the perimeter can do
really good things,” Thomas
said. “Aspen Garrison had a
great fall and has elevated her-
self along with Amy West and
Ellie Croco.”

With so many returning
players, this is a team that re-
ally understands each other’s
roles, but there is still a concern
for Thomas. “The players have a
really good handle of what each
other can do,” Thomas said.
“That’s chemistry. For example,
they know that they need to get
the ball to Taycee on the
perimeter and Ali Bamberger
closer to the basket, Tayla cut-
ting to the basket and Leia dri-
ving the ball. It’s just that we
don’t always show the sense of
urgency we need on the court.”

Thomas is also looking for
more physicality from the team.
“We have to be a better and
more aggressive rebounding
team, particularly from our
guards,” Thomas said. “It’s just
a matter of getting after the ball
and not counting on a couple of
people to do that. On defense
it’s being in the right position
and on offense, it’s the most ag-
gressive people that will get the
rewards. 'm a huge believer in
going after the ball and we need
that from the entire team. We’re
talking about offensive re-
bounding with four people and
leaving one player back on de-
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fense and we’re not there yet. 7

Thomas’ other concern is
with the team’s finishing each
possession. “They know what
their teammates are going to do
and what we still need to work
on is timing such as not taking a
quick semi-contested 3-point
shot with 18 seconds left on the
clock,” Thomas said. “We can be
really good and then be really
bad all within one 30-second
period on offense. We can re-
ally move the ball and then
randomly turn the ball over or
take a bad shot.”

This concern also carries
over to the team’s defense. “We
can play really good defense for
the first 20 seconds of the shot
clock but if one person gets out
of position, we get ourselves in
trouble and we’re trying to cor-
rect that. Our margin for error
is not very hig so we can’t play
poorly and win a bunch of
games.”

Addy Wedin, a redshirt
freshman, has missed the last
two years with injuries and is
finally healthy and is someone
that Thomas is counting on.
“Addy can be a big contributor
this year. She can play the 2-3-4,
having the ability to play big in-
side and shoot well from the
perimeter,” Thomas said. “She
can score from all over the floor
and has the potential to be our
leading scorer at some point.”

However, when you talk
about their offense, the first
name to come up is Taycee
Wedin playing in her fifth year
for Saint Mary’s. Wedin, the ca-
reer leading 3-point shooter at
Saint Mary’s and for the West
Coast Conference with 323 3-
point shots, is in a position that
with another solid season, she
could end up in the top 10 na-
tionally as a career 3-point
shooter. Wedin is very opti-
mistic in how the is team devel-
oping. “We have the potential to
be really good,” Wedin said.
“We’re a hungry and motivated
team that wants to do well this
year.”

Baseball by the numbers: one man’s journey into the world of analytics

Photo prov1ded
Moraga resident Zo Obradovic

By Jon Kingdon

It was Mark Twain (among
others) who said, “There are
three kinds of lies: lies,
damned lies, and statistics.” Zo
(Zoran) Obradovic, Moraga
resident and Principal Engi-
neer for Research and Devel-
opment for the Philadelphia
Phillies baseball team — along
with the other analysts on the

Phillies and the analytics de-
partments for the other 29
major league baseball teams —
would beg to differ.

Prior to the creation of the
analytics departments in ma-
jor league baseball, most teams
came to rely on Bill James, who
in 1977 until 1988 published
his annual ‘Bill James Baseball
Abstracts’ which analyzed and
studied baseball through the
use of statistical data.

It was in 2016 when the
Philadelphia Phillies became
the last team in the major
leagues to start an analytics
department and Obradovic be-
came the third person hired
for the department, though his
path to the Phillies was not as
the crow flies.

Growing up outside of
Chicago and a big Chicago
Cubs fan, Obradovic was im-
mediately attracted to comput-
ers. “I thought computers were
cool,” Obradovic said. “Initially

I found that you could play
games on them and always
thought they were super inter-
esting and exciting. My dad felt
that computers were not going
anywhere but I told him to
trust me on this one.”

After graduating from the
University of Chicago and Pur-
due University with a BS and
MS in computer science,
Obradovic worked on Wall
Street for 10 years and began
some startups in Chicago. With
the unpleasant weather and
lack of space in Chicago and at
the admonition of his wife
Jackie, Zo chose to move to the
Bay Area. “We lived a mile off
the 80 freeway and drove the
2,200 miles, getting off at the
Golden Gate Bridge,”
Obradovic said.

After leaving Bank of
America, Obradovic began
working with some startups
like VSCO, a photo and video
editing app. The demands of

startups required Obradovic
working late into the evenings
and on weekends. “At that
point, I decided that I did not
want to be gone from my fam-
ily,” Obradovic said. “I wanted
to be there for my wife and
kids.”

That’s when fate stepped
in and Obradovic learned that
computers, videos and base-
ball were interconnected in the
major leagues. “I saw an ad for
a job in computers for the
Philadelphia Phillies on their
website and on a spur, I ap-
plied for the position just to see
where it would go,” Obradovic
said. “A couple of weeks later, I
received a call from Andy
Galdi who has just been hired
as the Phillies Director of
Baseball Research and Devel-
opment and learned that the
Phillies were creating an ana-
lytics department.”

Having settled in Califor-
nia with his sons in school,

Obradovic made it clear that
he did not want to move but
would be willing to work re-
motely. “Andy thought for a
second and said simply, ‘That’s
fine’,” Obradovic said. “Their
goal was not to hire baseball
lifers because they had plenty
of people like that. They
wanted people that knew sta-
tistics and computers. Our de-
partment now comprises 25
analysts which are evenly split
between statisticians/mathe-
maticians and computer peo-
ple. The archetype now is the
jocks and nerds working to-
gether to make the best team
possible.”

The book “Moneyball” by
Michael Lewis, and the movie
starring Brad Pitt, opened up a
lot of eyes to what was possible
with analytics.

... continued on Page C3
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Brierley Associates Corp. seeks
Professional | in Moraga, CA

to assist w/civil engineering
projects including preparing
design computations & quantity
estimates. Resume: 2000 S.
Colorado Blvd. Ste. A-400
Denver, CO 80222

Rototilling

3  Ken’s Rototilling
%‘_ + 4 W/D Tractors
“ « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Custom Quality Fencing

~ ‘KEN’S

" REDWOOD FENCING _
_.5 sl -I' T k

925-938-9836
. Good Nelghbor Fence
» Deer Fencing
» Picket/Split Rail
* RV Gates
« Trellis and Arbors
* Retaining Walls
* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

| House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

Quetzal Handyman

NO JOBTOO SMALL

] Electrical, plumbing,

# concrete, driveways & more...

Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

2]

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

$15 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to:

classified@lamorinda
weekly.com

m Fencing and More

Java Fence (925) 957 1628
Decks, Hog Wire, Arbors,
Stairs, Trellis, Deer Fence,

Chicken coop, Green house

CCL 880556, Free Est

WE HOP TO IT‘

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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3" GRADE GIRLS, ARGENTINA

. § B ] o S (Front row L to R): Lauren Meehan, Chloe Sallat, Brooklyn Wilson,

rd Poppy Sroka, Solette Rogers, Cali Walston, Georgia Rachuba, Macie Lusch,
3 GRADE BOYS' CANADA Ella Ciccio, Harper Wolff, Noor Elyse Kershaw. (Back row L to R): Coaches
Mike Sroka, George Lusch.

(L to R): Robby Fleming, Walter Frey, Davis Fox, Dylan Dolley, Grey Williamson,
Hamilton Grant, Yuga Raghuram, Tristan Cataldo, Lennox Belier,

Aiden Hennessee, Colt Darby, lan Wijesekera. Coaches Rob Williamson,

Erik Darby

sy — - o h i . St 4

4 GRADE GIRLS, GERMANY
(Front row L to R:) Alexandra Parrott, Gemma Cuthbertson, Reed Kish,
Vanessa Hung, Sahana Bezold, Iris Knudson, Brooklyn Evans,

Sheila Grabenstatter. (Back row L to R): Coach Andrew Parrott, Lauren Forth,
4“‘ GRADE BOYSI USA Christina Curtis, Alicia Craig, Shira Sandler, Alexa Walker, Coach Brian Forth.
(L to R): Coach Peter Caropelo, Aditya lyer, Joshua My, Miguel Martinez-Mata,
Pierce Moon, Luca Escobar-Orsi, Owen DeShazer, Sebastian Caropelo, peEE TS ] - .
Jonas Thompson, Kiran Shu, Maksim Onatskiy, Jack Herskowitz, Lukas Garcia, 153 1 1 ] - = T l i A R [4 ,
Cody Cooper, Max Freeman, Coach Marco Escobar-Orsi 1

e TP Ty
b s o

5 [! =L
: L L ¥

5*/6* GRADE GIRLS, MEXICO

(Front row L to R): Abby Taquino, Sadie Ginestro, Emma Parisi,
Charlotte Meredith, Sienna Kirshman, Lana Wahedi. (Back row L to R):
i g e Brenna Beidelman, Emma Chartier, Savannah Welch, Anna Tanner,
S o S Renee Shum, Amelia Ong. (Not pictured): Coaches Stewart Tanner and
5*/6*» GRADE BOYS, PORTUGAL Sheerin Ong.
(Front row L to R): Mason Landa, Mateo Potts, Calvin Mordy, Jonny Antman,
Theo Penn, Connor Lederman. (Back row L to R): Coach Joe McDonough,
Ryder Britton, Cal McDonough, Liam Arndt, Niccolo La Rosa, Coach Eric Rubin,
Jonny Rubin, Charles Mordy.

7*"/8* GRADE GIRLS, ENGLAND

(Front row L to R): Claire Leanos, Camila Monahan, Emma O’Connor,

Faye Pang, Olivia Parker, Isabella Polson Flanagin. (Back row L to R):

th th

7 I8 GRADE BOYS, ENGI-AND Annie Andres, Olivia Bush, Lily Campbell, Reese Dankworth, Stella DeGroot,
(Front row L to R): Christian Dunphy, Waylon Xiang, Harrison Sheffler, Noelle Dobies, Megan Ingham, Emiko Kuniyoshi, Sophie Kuss. Coaches
Edward Leung, Everett Hughes, Hirsch Peters, Reed Anderson, Doug Ingham, Dave Monahan.

Jacob Mariampolski. (Back row L to R): Coach Kevin Wiggen, Ethan Adam,
Calvin Wiggen, Hunter Crandall, David Ellerbrock, Danny Dunne, Connor Harley,
Rayyan Khan, Coach Kevin Dunphy, lan Lin, Coach David Mariampolski.

\WVAVAY R
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Baseball by the numbers: one man’s journey into the world of analytics

... continued from Page C1

Obradovic, who sees himself as
the Jonah Hill character on the
screen, came in at the right time
for the Phillies as they were the
last team in league to have an
analytics department. “Starting
late ended up providing us with
a paradoxical benefit because
we were starting with the latest
technologies, like all the startups
do so, at that point, we were able
to move a lot faster than the
teams that were stuck with older
equipment.”

With dozens of high-speed
cameras in each stadium, major
league baseball uses a program
called Statcast that was intro-
duced in 2015 which measures
all sorts of events that take place
during a baseball game by
tracking the movements of the
ball and the players on the field.

The raw data from every
game each day is downloaded to
all 30 teams the next morning.
That may seem simple enough,
but last season Statcast recorded
53,380,301 metrics from
1,435,241 pitches and 328,405
balls in play, according to Yahoo
Sports. Starting when the ball is

pitched, the cameras will track
the spin of the ball, determining
its speed, the axis of how it’s
spinning and curving through
space. They also track the bat-
ters and where the players are
on the field.

As the Principal Engineer of
R & D, Obradovic’s job is to fa-
cilitate the work of the analysts.
“I create the technical infra-
structure that allows them to ask
questions efficiently,” Obradovic
said. “Statistics have always
been an important part of base-
ball. Everybody could talk about
batting average and earned won
average. We just have better
statistics right now, so we try to
tease it out and yet there is also
the element of luck. We get
about two terabytes of data each
game (a terabyte equals 1 tril-
lion bytes in computerese). We
have this avalanche of data, and
the question is what we do with
it. That’s where I come in. I cre-
ate the technical infrastructure
that will allow our analysts to
get the results they are looking
for which allows the smart peo-
ple to ask the relevant questions
in every area of baseball

operations.”

With the Phillies playing the
Houston Astros in the World Se-
ries, a season’s worth of data for
each team is being used to find
tendencies in their opponents as
they each developed their game
plans.

For example, the Phillies
know that during the regular
season, the Astros threw the
third-highest percentage of four-
seam fastballs that averaged at
least 18 inches of Induced Verti-
cal Break. Conversely, the Astros
know that the Phillies per-
formed well on pitches like that.

The Astros know that the
Phillies threw the second-highest
percentage of pitches located on
the inner half of the plate during
the regular season. Conversely,
the Astros were the sixth best
team on pitches located on the
inner half of the plate.

“And that’s what I love
about this,” Obradovic said. "The
batter knows that the pitcher
likes to throw outside but the
pitcher knows that the batter
knows this so he may throw a
heater inside but he knows the
batter may be thinking the same

thing so he may then decide to
throw it on the outside corner.
It’s a real cat and mouse game
that never goes away.”

This only scratches the sur-
face of what the analysts do. Not
only scouting their opponents,
they will also work with their
coaches on improving an indi-
vidual player’s performance.
“For example, with the videos
and computer analysis, we were
able to determine how a
pitcher’s motion was different
on his good and bad days, some-
thing you could not see with the
naked eye,” Obradovic said. “It’s
the same with batters who may
be in a slump, and often we’ll
find that all it will take is a mi-
nor adjustment for them to get
back on track.”

They will also work with the
trainers in helping to determine
the best therapy for each player
and the scouts with their evalu-
ations in preparation for trades,
free agency, and the draft.

Analytics departments are
no longer restricted to the major
leagues. “All the stuff that we do
is trickling down to the major
colleges and even some of the

smaller schools,” Obradovic said.
“It’s just a matter of time until it
reaches down to the high schools
and the youth sports as well.”

Coaching little league in
Lamorinda, Obradovich, also
plays the numbers game. “We
track the number of pitches
thrown with a maximum of 55
pitches,” Obradovich said.
“However, it doesn’t take into
account the warmup pitches and
the throws to first base.”

As much as Obradovich en-
joys his work, he makes it clear
that it’s not for everyone.
“Working in computers requires
that you have a love of learning
because the evolution of tech-
nology is a constant thing,”
Obradovich said. “When I spoke
to students at Campolindo about
a career in computer or data
science, I made it clear that to
work in this area, you have to
love to learn new things all the
time. It’s a great career because
every six months, there are new
things being invented. It’s a full-
time job to stay on top of things
and in my case figuring out how
to apply it to a team’s
performance.”

SHOP MORAGA

n

Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0OM08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

State Farm

1606040 Bloomington, IL

A good neighbor
has your back.

Life’s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm

-|||| III

Moraga
k[*'l_:l‘lll

Member of Moraga
Chamber of Commerce

MAKE LIFE EASY
SHOP LOCAL

SR CHP A TR b P ST

MORAGA
ARTGALLERY

Stop in to see our new exhibition

featuring the work
of gallery members
George Ehrenhaft
and Dalia Alekna,
plus guest artist
Judy Levit.

Please join us for
an Artist Reception
SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 19
from 5 to 7 pm.

Jewelry o Sculpture « Photography

Paintings « Textiles « Ceramics « Tableware

Handmade Cards and more!

The Moraga Art Gallery is located at 432 Center Street,
in the Rheem Shopping Center next door to Nations
Hours in November: Wednesday - Sunday, noon to 5 pm
December 1-24: Everyday, noon-5pm e Closed 12/25-1/3
e 925-376-5407 ¢ www.MoragaArtGallery.com e

_ I
MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

I $50 off for new clients

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

Over 30 years experience
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
stituations for individuals and
small businesses.

Moraga
(925) 388-1040

www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

Moraga’s Premier Salon
i B -~ 1.5 |OPEN -Call today!
all safety protocols in place

925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Mora,
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Cente%a

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on %&;‘7
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center &£ 7=

Professional Automotive El ﬂ Wﬂ{,&f-{if

Service and Repair e d.--, Ty
Foreign and Domestic 4 ,‘ I::rﬁ”,&_
2016 Moraga Small #af "w.“

530 Moraga Rd 925-376-0692

Business of the Year
WWW.MOragamotors.com

Bayﬁrea home
cempanions

in-home care services

ﬂffovdab @ompetent Warm & @ompasswmte Adult Care

* Personal Care ¢ Light Housekeeping
* Meal Preparation ¢ Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

(Rheem center-across from - Complete Auto Repair
Smog Station | °;;...
377-6020

the Post Office) State of California
ADJUSTING
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

.@ Brake, Lamp &
" ‘. .l'.. iy i7

OFFICIAL
{k‘ # i *Hmm OFFICIAL

_ﬁ_’f._g

The UPS Store

New hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C
Sat 9-5, Sun closed  Moraga, CA 94556-2005

v~ Shipping v Postal Services

v" Copying, Finishing v Business Services
v Printing Services v Live Scan

v Notary Services Fingerprinting

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Happy Holidays

TO OUR CUSTOMERS!
THANK YOU FOR 26 YEARS OF
LOYALTY AND SUPPORT

Convert your Ring &7‘0-&-."-
.
Any ring, any style... make ‘-‘?—" :

your most cherished rings : LT
fit perfectly by retrofit-
ting them with CLIQ. wijwE]d

A CLIQ retrofit might be necessary if your fingers suffer from any of the
following conditions: Arthritis. Weather and Temperature Fluctuation. Size
Fluctuations. Athletic Lifestyles. Pregnancy.

562 Center St., Rheem Valley Shopping Center, between Dollar Tree & CVS
(925) 376-1283
OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 11AM-5PM

Watch for Love Lafayette Nov. 23
Call for Advertising 925.377.0977

MORAGA RETREAT
CARE HOMES

residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, resident-centered care

private rooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to detail

MORAGARETREAT.COM (925) 376-2273

PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

E

o P T O M E T R Y F P
Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D. T OZ
¢ Comprehensive Vision Testing LFED
» Eye Disease Diagnosis FECFD

 Specialty Contact Lens Care
e Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive,
Moraga - (925)376-20

IEFDEF

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga
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Handyman discusses sink stoppers

.. read on Page D4

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
The musty, sweet smell ... it’s fall

Golden leaves of a red-branched Japanese Maple.  Photos Cynthia Brian

“Fall, leaves, fall; die, flowers, away; Lengthen night and shorten day!
Every leaf speaks bliss to me, Fluttering from the autumn tree...”~Emily
Bronté

When it rained this past week, did you smell it? The scent of earth
mixed with fallen leaves and decomposing plant matter signals the
transition of the seasons. On the calendar, autumn began on Sept. 22,
but it wasn’t until November that I inhaled this intoxicating aroma
that brought back childhood memories of the end of harvest, jumping
in piles of leaves, and blazing bonfires.

In just a week, it seemed that so many trees changed their
wardrobe from vibrant green to sunset colors of amber, gold, red,
bronze and yellow. The “foliage show” is late here in California, yet it
is glorious. As the leaves turn, they also drop, blanketing our land-
scapes with a marvelous source of nitrogen phosphorus, potassium,
and nutrients that the soil craves. As much as you want to tidy your

You can almost smell the fall fragrance of this autumn orchard.

garden, refrain from raking the leaves into your green bhin. Leave a
layer of leaves on the ground to encourage the photosynthesis process
in the natural circle of life. If leaves are too big, mow or cut them and
add them to a compost pile with food scraps, lawn clippings,
eggshells, coffee grounds, and other biodegradables. After a few
months, youw’ll have a rich mulch filled with worms and beneficial mi-
crobes to add back into your garden at no cost to you. When you add
organic materials to your soil, you are providing food for the organ-
isms that improve soil aeration and drainage while reducing soil com-
paction. The nutrients will release over time

As we inhale the delicious flavors of fall and experience the
cooler temperatures, it is also time to perform tasks in preparation
for winter.

... continued on Page D10



VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#0 1390784

RS RSHIn

FOR SALE 39 BARBARA RD, ORINDA - $1,049,000

o oF i =

VLATKA CAN HELPYOU WITH
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2022 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 9 $995,000 $3,700,000
MORAGA 3 $1,600,000 $2,615,000
ORINDA 8 $1,470,000 $3,000,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
11 Almaden Court, $1,879,000, 4 Bdrms, 1785 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 09-30-22,
Previous Sale: $711,000, 03-22-12
939 Carol Lane, $1,875,000, 4 Bdrms, 2569 SqFt, 1951 YrBIt, 09-19-22
109 Castle Court, $2,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 3662 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 09-28-22
1000 Dewing Avenue #209, $1,135,000, 2 Bdrms, 1328 SqFt,
2017 YrBIt, 09-26-22
16 Diablo Circle, $2,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 1730 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 09-20-22,
Previous Sale: $1,605,000, 03-27-17
3650 Happy Valley Road, $3,250,000, 5 Bdrms, 2876 SqFt,
1949 YrBlt, 09-29-22, Previous Sale: $1,685,000, 09-05-07
46 Knox Drive, $1,695,000, 3 Bdrms, 1926 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 09-27-22,
Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 08-13-19
3387 Moraga Boulevard, $1,775,000, 4 Bdrms, 1646 SqFt,
1963 YrBlt, 09-28-22, Previous Sale: $108,000, 03-01-79
3235 Mt Diablo Court #105, $2,525,000, 2 Bdrms, 2452 SqFt,
2019 YrBlt, 09-19-22, Previous Sale: $2,300,000, 01-13-20
482 Peacock Boulevard, $1,410,000, 3 Bdrms, 1678 SqFt,
1954 YrBlt, 09-26-22
1631 Reliez Valley Road, $1,758,000, 4 Bdrms, 2290 SqFt,
1972 YrBlt, 09-23-22, Previous Sale: $299,000, 06-01-88
12 Springhill Lane, $2,037,000, 4 Bdrms, 2631 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 09-30-22,
Previous Sale: $1,259,000, 09-02-04
3109 Teigland Road, $2,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 4824 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 09-29-22,
Previous Sale: $450,000, 05-11-98
30 Woodbury Highlands Court #18, $586,000, 2 Bdrms, 1200 SqFt,
2021 YrBlt, 09-30-22

... continued on Page D10
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WWW.DUDUM.COM

DRE# 01882902

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

816 LAS TRAMPAS DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

CAROLYN WAY

=l

925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884
DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

CALL FOR INFORMATION
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

48 LA SALLE DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,995,000
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

996 HAWTHORN DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,400,000
L. LEGLER & C. HATA | 925.286.1244

810 MARIPOSA ROAD, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $2,120,000

MATT MCLEOD

925.351.5049 TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851
DRE# 01932119
LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM LISA TICHENOR LORI LEGLER
-
i
k¢

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

COMING SOON

83 GREENFIELD DRIVE, MORAGA
CALL FOR INFORMATION
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

4 EL VERANO, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $2,395,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

JUST LISTED

XE W

25 OCHOS RIOS PLACE, DANVILLE
OFFERED AT $1,895,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

1806 CHAPARRO CT., WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,949,000
BRYAN HURLBUT | 925.383.5500

1321 JUANITA DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,295,000
CAROLYN WAY | 925.890.4115

1860 LUCILLE LANE, PLEASANT HILL
SOLD FOR $1,150,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

el
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A
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4135 ARBOLADO DR, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $2,900,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

10 WOOD CREEK PL, PLEASANT HILL
SOLD FOR $1,650,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

COLOMBANA

REAL ESTATE GROUP RUTH EDDY

-

1

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JILL BALAZS

925.804.0200

DRE# 02038791

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

KELLY WOOD

925.381.7172

DRE# 01931711

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768
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Handyman tips to replace bathroom sink stoppers

Pp-Up Drain
By Jim Hurley

How annoying is it when the sink stopper
goes down and won’t come back up? Is that
worse than when it is just hanging loose,
won’t go up or down, in the drain of your
bathroom sink? After previously advising
you to call a specialist for your drainage
problems, your bathroom sink stopper could
be the exception.

If your sink stopper is working, my best
advice to you is this: Don’t pull up on that
bar at the back of the faucet to close the stop-
per! Use your thumb instead to push the
stopper down. Then push down on the bar
at the back of the faucet to open it. Pulling
up too vigorously is probably the most com-
mon cause of the drain stopper getting dis-

Photo Jim Hurley

connected from the lever. Pulling up gently
on the rod can work, but one hearty yank is
all it takes to pull the thing out of place.
Pushing the stopper down with your thumb
will work every time.

Now if the stopper is not working, there
may be a quick fix to the problem. Most
older sink stoppers work with a lever bar to
lift and lower the drain stopper. The lever is
under the sink. You will find the lever about
two inches below the basin where it is at-
tached to the back of the drainpipe. (That
piece of pipe connecting the sink to the P-
Trap is called the “tailpiece”; I don’t know
why.) The lever bar has a Teflon ball at-
tached to it and the nut on the tailpiece
makes it pivot, like a teeter-totter, so that the
stopper will go up and down when it is prop-
erly attached and adjusted.

Start with a little diagnosis. Gently lift
the drain stopper: if it comes out of the pipe,
the lever is not attached. Examine the stop-
per; there should be a ring at the bottom to
attach to the lever. If the ring is there, it is
time to reattach the stopper. Unscrew the
nut that holds the lever to the back of the
tailpiece, gently pull the lever a little way out
of the tailpiece, then slip the tip of the lever
back into the ring on the base of the stopper.
This might take a few tries to get everything
lined up, but when it’s done correctly, rock-
ing the lever up and down will make the
stopper go up and down. Tighten the nut
back in place: Use your fingers to screw the
nut back on and gently tighten with a
wrench. Then test the drain for leaks. The
back end of the lever is attached by a piece of
metal and a screw to the little rod at the back
of the sink faucet. Sometimes that screw be-
comes loose and slips on the rod, so make
sure it is tight.

If the ring is missing from the stopper,
you will need to buy a replacement stopper.
They are available at the hardware store and
come in various widths and lengths, so take
the old one with you to look for a match. De-
pending on the age of the sink, the lever may

also be corroded and need replacement.
Finding an exact replacement lever might be
tricky unless you know the make and model
of your sink faucet.

Before you go to look for replacement
parts, you might consider replacing the
whole drain with a “Pop-Up” drain stopper.
It will replace the worn-out lever and stop-
per without having to find an exact match to
the old pieces. I would especially recom-
mend this if the stopper seat in the sink is
worn or corroded. With a pop-up stopper
you push down to close, and push again to
open, kind of like clicking a ball point pen.
While I have encountered some broken pop-
up stoppers, (the works can wear out and
need replacement), the good news is they are
all one universal size (1-1/4 inch) — easy to
find.

The best approach to installing a pop-up
starts with emptying the cabinet under the
sink. This gives you access to the plumbing
and prevents any stray water from damaging
what you store down there. If the cabinet
doors are easy to remove, consider taking
one or both off to give you more room to
move around beneath the sink. Grab a small
bucket or pot and some rags to catch drain
water as you remove the P-Trap. It also
helps to have adjustable, channel-lock pliers
handy. Lastly, get yourself a work light or
flashlight, no sense groping around in the
dark.

If this sounds like more trouble than you
were looking for, it’s time to call your handy-
man. Be sure to push that working drain
stopper down with your thumb and enjoy
many years of maintenance-free drainage.

Jim Hurley is an independent handyman with over 25
years of experience in
residential repairs.
Hopefully this free
advice is helpful to
someone attempting
Do-It-Yourself home
repairs. The
information presented
is intended for
informational purposes
and for use by persons
having appropriate
technical skill, at their
own discretion and risk.
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VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
NANCY BOOTH
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
ASAD DURRANI

COLIN ELBASANI
JOANNE FISHMAN
LANA FITZPATRICK
ERIN FLEMING
SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFF GILLETT

SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL
PETER HATTERSLEY
MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
WENDY HOLCENBERG
OMAR KHAN

SHELLIE KIRBY
MEREDITH LINAMEN
MARY BETH MACLENNAN
CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MARSHA MCCRAE
MICHELE MCKAY
PEYMAN MOSHREF
AUDREY NEALE

NIKKI NESTAL

BRUCE NEWMAN
DIANE PETEK
MARGARET PRICE
SUSAN SCHLICHER
CATHY SCHULTHEIS
JOEL SHEIMAN
MELANIE SNOW

TOM STACK

TED STREETER

BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
TERRI BATES WALKER
GREG WATKINS

JERRY WENDT

FRANK WOODWARD
JUNE YOUNG

ANA ZIMMANK

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Orinda Orinda

Lafayette

25 Rustic Way $5,750,000 23 LaFond Ln $3,995,000
Pool, tennis court, flat areas for play and entertaining, 8,514 An Entertainer’s Dream! 4511 sf| 5 BR | 3 BA | 1.1 acre lot
square feet and an indoor gymnasium-racket ball court. Pool, Spa, and Views Galore.

504 McBride Dr $1,875,000
Private & bright on a huge lot!
Soraya Golesorkhi | Susan Schlicher

Potential for subdivison of additional parcels. Private & bright on a huge lot! 925.808.8390
Laura Abrams 510.697.3225 Melanie Snow 925.360.0344 sorayadhomes.com
25rusticway.com Lic#01272382 23lafond.com Lic#00878893 Lic#01771736 | Lic#01399579

Lafayette

bt

308 Rheem Bivd $1,795,000 242 Paseo Bernal  $975,000
Fabulous expanded rancher on an acre with an amazing ~ Top location close to shopping, Moraga Commons & Farm-
private fenced rear yard, large enough to add a pool and er's market! Cozy & charming.

still play soccer!

4045 Marianne Dr  $1,575,000
Updated, Charming & Unique, Flat Lot, Redwood Grove,
Indoor-Outdoor Living.

925.808.8390
Lic#01771736

925.878.9964 Laura Abrams 510.697.3225 Soraya Golesorkhi
Lic# 01501769 308rheemblvd.com Lic#01272382 soraya4homes.com

Walnut Creek

Tom Stack
TomStack.com

San Leandro Concord

; T R
1351 Scenicview Dr.  $1,249,000 4785 Terra Granada Dr., #2A  $1,000,000
Fantastic 3BR/2BA home in sought after Bay-O-Vistaisa With one of the best golf course views in Rossmoor, this cus-
remodeler’s dream! Wonderful “retro chic” feel and pan-  tom Montrose model is the epitome of elegance, with won-
oramic view of the Bay, city skyline and Mt. Tam! derful living spaces designed to fit today’s lifestyle needs!

Mary Beth MacLennan 925.324.6246 Mary Beth MacLennan 925.324.6246 Tom Stack
1351scenicviewDr.com Lic#01480008 4785TerraGranadaDr2a.com Lic#01480008 TomStack.com

3627 Corte Segundo $675,000
Quiet cul-de-sac, great location, charming yard.
Represented Buyers.

925.878.9964
Lic# 01501769

Coldwell Banker Orinda
5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. &



NEW AMAZING PRICE!

504 MCBRIDE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
4BR/2BA | 2790 sq.ft. | 2.69 acre lot

Listed at $1,875,000
Co-listed with Susan Schlicher

SORAYA GOLESORKHI
REALTOR"

Wishing you and your loved ones a healthy, peaceful, joyful and
bountiful Thanksgiving! My sincere gratitude for the exceptional
people I've had the privilege of working with this year and for the
beautiul properties | helped them buy and sell.

PENDING
242 Paseo Bernal, Moraga

SOLD

2001 Skycrest Drive #2, Rossmoor
1115 Pearl Street, Alameda

11 Redwood Circle, Lafayette

8 Dale Court, Lafayette

1304 Walden Road #242, Walnut Creek
137 Shadewell Drive, Danville
296 Birchwood Drive, Moraga
2655 Cherry Lane, Walnut Creek
1418 Los Vecinos, Walnut Creek
3335 Freeman Road, Lafayette

3172 Rohrer Drive, Lafayette ?,r' |
1 Twig Lane, Orinda &

Call me if you have any questions or would like to chat about
the real estate market. I'm here to help!

| SE——

REALTY

Soraya Golesorkhi COLDWELL BANKER

925.808.8390

sg@soraya4homes.com

soraya4dhomes.com COLDWELL BANKER
DRE #01771736 5 Moraga Way, Orinda
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92 Warfield Dr, AMora

.

ga

5 bd |3 ba |2527 sqft |3 car garage |pool
Enjoy the convenience of Warfield Drive.
So close to all of Moraga’s favorites like
the Commons Park, the Country Club,
many trails & the oh so fun Canyon Club
Brewery! Also, walk to K-5 schooll! ————— . :
$1,945,000 NGRS

—CLARKTHOMPSON— 3L UXURY

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

Office: 925-998-7898 | ct@clarkthompson.com

www.clarkthompson.com ASSOCIATES
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ALAMO
335 Lakeview Place

5BD/4.5BA | 6,485 sq. ft. | 1.16 Acres
$8,499,000
335Lakeview.com

LAFAYETTE ) LAFAYETTE ORINDA
1268 Redwood Lane 6 Tofflemire Drive 74 Yarrow Valley Lane

5BD/4BA/2HfBA | 5,145 sq. ft. | 1.66 Acres 5BD/4BA/2HfBA | 8,080 sq. ft. | 1.13 Acres 5BD/4.5BA | 5,060 sq. ft. | .55 Acres
$5,600,000 | 1268RedwoodLn.com $5,500,000 | 6TofflemireDrive.com $3,999,999 | 74YarrowValley.com

ORINDA ORINDA MORAGA

407 Miner Road 270 Lomas Cantadas 1125 Bollinger Canyon Road
3BD/3.5BA | 4,213 sq. ft. | 1.07 Acres 27.59 Acre Lot Listing 4BD/4BA | 5,420 sq. ft. | 21.4 Acres
$3,675,000 | 407MinerRd.com $2,999,999 | 270LomasCantadasOrinda.com $2,999,000 | 1125BollingerCanyon.com

Why Sell With Ann? Ann has become the largest sales producer in the Golden Gate Sotheby's Lafayette office. In 2021 Ann represented the seller
of a Happy Valley property in Lafayette, which produced one of the highest prices of any Lafayette sale ever reported on the Multiple Listing
Service. In 2022 she has already surpassed $75 million in sales. With Ann, you get the very best. Nothing Compares.

Ann Newton Cane

_ Top Producer

y
415.999.0253
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com
Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated. Lic.#02084093
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TERRI BATES WALKER

R E A L ESTATE

:

55
25
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° ° :
N EW I IStI ng Terri Bates Walker, Broker, J.D. ;
510-282-4420

\W 29 Su”ivan Drive, Moraga terri@terribateswalker.com

$2,080,000 terribateswalker.com

R CalRE#01330081
29sullivan.com ] COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

Lamorinda home sales recorded

... continued from Page D2

MORAGA
1478 Camino Peral #B, $658,000, 2 Bdrms, 1043 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 09-28-22, Previous Sale: $425,000, 04-27-05
4008 Campolindo Drive, $1,825,000, 3 Bdrms, 2290 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 09-23-22, Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 03-06-06
7 Corte Pinto, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 2339 SqFt, 1971 YrBIt, 09-29-22, Previous Sale: $975,000, 08-13-04
310 Glen Alpine Street, $2,589,000, 5 Bdrms, 3098 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 09-23-22, Previous Sale: $1,560,000, 08-09-13
8 Thune Avenue, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 1992 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 09-30-22
ORINDA
427 Dalewood Drive, $2,625,000, 4 Bdrms, 2957 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 09-29-22
1 El Caminito, $2,875,000, 4 Bdrms, 4114 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 09-19-22, Previous Sale: $190,000, 07-01-87
11 Hall Drive, $2,850,000, 5 Bdrms, 4177 SqFt, 1955 YrBIt, 09-27-22
55 Longridge Road, $1,595,000, 3 Bdrms, 2580 SqFt, 1979 YrBIt, 09-21-22, Previous Sale: $819,000, 07-09-03
28 Moraga Viax, $2,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 2655 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 09-27-22, Previous Sale: $609,500, 12-11-14
170 Overhill Road, $2,888,000, 5 Bdrms, 3806 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 09-22-22, Previous Sale: $673,500, 09-01-88
36 Valley View Drive, $1,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 2829 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 09-22-22
22 Valley View Drive, $1,650,000, 3 Bdrms, 1978 SqFt, 1950 YrBIt, 09-23-22, Previous Sale: $345,000, 06-01-90



589 Tahos Rd, Orinda

Architecturally significant |
Mid-Century retreat!
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Tucked in the hills of Orinda amongst mature oaks, sits this architecturally significant Mid-Century

retreat! The renowned architect, Richard Danskin, masterfully created this custom home to focus 4 beds, 2%5 baths
on the contemporary California style of the 60’s incorporating glass, redwood, and soaring ceilings. 2:503 sq.ft .60 acres
Sophistication combines perfectly with casual elegance and a functional floor plan to create this Listed for $1,675,000

modern home where walls of windows bring views of the lush exterior, virtually blurring the lines
between indoors and outdoors. Contact me for more details and visit 589tahos.com

925.980.3829 DR E# O1 8_85058 S H A W Q N
Shannon@shannonConnercom  Vilageassociates.com CONNER

ASSOCIATES




Is it a Good Time
to Buy?

| believe the answer is unequivocally,
YES. Most will say “Well you’re a Realtor and
we expect you to say that”. However, | base my
response on MLS data from central Contra Costa
that | capture and analyze monthly.

Available, detached inventory in central
Contra Costa at the end of Jan. was 195 and
grew steadily to 739 by early Aug. Since then, it
has been shrinking, currently at 520. Sales have
decreased from 543 in May to 315 in Oct. Oct
2021 sales were 503.

With the number of sales shrinking, you
would expect inventory to increase. This has
not been the case. What has risen are days on
market before a home goes Pending. Earlierin
the year it was 8 to 9 days. Now it’s just under
30 days on average.

Sellers are nervous, competitive bids
are gone, and price reductions are the norm.
Less buyers are looking because of mortgage
rates. Some are waiting rates to drop next year.
However, those buyers are likely to pay a huge
price for waiting.

Many lenders and Fanny Mae expect
rates to drop to the 4.5 — 4.7% level by late 2023.
However, the trend of low inventory is likely to
continue into next year. When interest rates
start dropping and inventory is low, the law of
supply and demand will kick in again, causing
competitive bids and increased prices.

A solution is to buy now during the
cooler market using yesterday’s rates. This can be
done with a 2/1 Buydown loan.

A 2/1 Buydown is for owner occupants.
It allows them to 2 years of below-market rates
(2pts. Year 1 and 1pt year 2), just enough time for
rates to come down. It does require refinancing
in a year or 2. But remember, prices are likely to
go up as they have historically.

See my blogs at
www.YourContraCostaRealtor.com

Cary Amo,

REALTOR
DRE #01104264

C:925.818.0880
971 Dewing Ave.
Lafayette
cary@caryamo.com

www.YourContraCostaRealtor.com

VANGUARD
PROPERTIES
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

The musty, sweet smell ... it’s fall

Keep deadheading your roses to have beautiful bouquets for the holidays. Photo Cynthia Brian

... continued from Page D1

AUTUMN CHORES
CLEAN patio furniture before storing or covering it for the season. It is especially critical to
remove bird droppings left on your umbrellas, hammocks, or other furniture.
TURN OFF sprinkler systems.
CHECK for any irrigation leaks.
LEAVE leaves where they fall, spread them around your garden, or add them to a compost
pile.
FERTILIZE grass, especially when it is going to rain.
CONTACT EBMUD if you are considering investing in long-term drought resilience by mod-
ernizing your garden with water-wise plants. EBMUD has increased rebates for lawn con-
versions up to $2.50 a square foot. For more information visit
www.ebmud.com/water/conservation-and-rebates/rebates
REMOVE debris, sticks, and weeds from garden beds.
PLANT cover crops to fix nitrogen. Fava beans, mustard, and clovers are excellent choices.
PICK pumpkins, apples, guavas, squash, and any fruits or vegetables left hanging before
frost and rain.
DIVIDE overgrown clumps of perennials such as daylilies, agapanthus, iris, or naked ladies.
Move to other locations or share with fellow gardeners.

... continued on Page D14
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Just Sold - $5,600,000

10 DAYS ON THE MARKET Golden | Sotheby’s

ate INTERNATIONAL REALTY
4107 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette

Ann Newton Cane Jennie Swan 1'

! 415.999.0253 925.858.2856
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com j.swan@ggsir.com |
Lic.#02084093 Lic.#0991109

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated.

Our advertisers make our paper possible to print
and deliver free to your home. Please thank them
and let them know you saw their ad.

Your publishers,
Andy and Wendy Scheck

Local newspaper delivered to Lafgyette, Mc_)'r'aga and Orinda

HOW ABOUT A NEW
VIEW FOR THE HOLIDAYS?

NEW
PRICE

B

Offered at $1,745,000 °

PR

T
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36 Greenfield Drive, Moraga

4 bed | 2bath | 2,474 sqft | .34 acre

Come enjoy this expanded rancher with
amazing bonus room, pool, fruit trees and
gorgeous views. Located in the desirable

Corliss neighborhood close to top schools,

Moraga Commons Park, shops and more.

Let’s talk about preparing for
a move in the new year!

www.holcenberg.com

Ll

Michelle Holcenberg

CB Top 100 East/North Bay Region

[

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

E COLOWELL BAHKER
REALTY

©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldvwell Banker® System is
comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act, CalRE #01908304
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
The musty, sweet smell ... it’s fall
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Primroses add color to the garden throughout fall and winter.

Eume =

... continued from Page D12

COVER any exposed soil with straw, grass clippings, aged wood chips,
pine needles, or even shredded newspaper to reduce weed growth,
moderate soil temperatures, retain moisture, and reduce erosion over
winter.
BUY six packs of perennials including columbine, carnations, penste-
mon, and coral bells.
BRIGHTEN your fall garden with pops of color from pansies, cycla-
men, violas, Mums, stock, Iceland poppies, and primroses.
FIND favorite fall color trees to add to your landscape where selec-
tions are vast at your local nursery.
SCATTER California wildflower seeds including poppies and lupines
and sow seeds of sweet Alyssum, bachelor buttons, forget-me-nots,
and milkweed.
DEADHEAD roses for continued blooms during the holidays.
PRUNE dead branches from trees and shrubs.
BEWARE hungry coyotes have been on a rampage killing poultry,
cats, and small dogs. Keep your animals and small children safe.
ENJOY the many colors of lantana blooming throughout fall in pur-
ple, orange, red, white, and yellow.
GET READY to plant bulbs towards the end of the month for a spring
show.
IN THE VEGETABLE GARDEN

During a cold winter, there is nothing better than knowing that
you have organic, tasty, greens and vegetables growing right outside
your door. Fall is the best time to get these nutritious edibles going for

Pick pumpkins now.

a bountiful harvest in the new year. Most of these plants prefer extra
nitrogen. Side-dress them with a balanced fertilizer as they grow.
Plant seeds or seedlings of:

Varieties of Swiss Chard Cabbage Cauliflower
lettuce Chicory Radish Kohlrabi
Asian greens Kale Broccoli Peas
Spinach Cress Broccoli rabe Turnips
Arugula Beets Carrots

Make sure to plant shallots and garlic now to harvest next summer.

Although I don’t like the darkness that descends so much earlier
when I still have so many chores to complete, I am reveling in the
cooler days that allow for laboring longer with less strain. Digging in
the dirt in fall bequeaths the most luscious autumn aromas ... musty,
musky, intoxicatingly earthy. I wish I could bottle it!

Thank you to so many readers who sent me notes of healing. You
touched my heart and my spirit, and I am very appreciative. I am fol-
lowing my own advice. Each day anew ... and a wee bit slower!

Go outside and breathe in the fragrance of fall and know that, as
gardeners, we will be resting soon, along with Mother Nature.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing!
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NOT TO BE MISSED

Saturday, Nov. 12 from 3 to 5 p.m., I'll be in-person reading, telling stories, and signing books from my new children’s book, “No
Barnyard Bullies,” at Point Richmond Art Gallery, 145 West Richmond Ave., Point Richmond. Families with children are welcome. If
you have purchased an NFT from www.StarStyleCommunity.com, you’ll be given a gift.

Monday, Nov. 21 at 2 p.m., I'll be hosting a “Thanksgiving is Every Day” celebration via Zoom for members of the StarStyle®
Community. Buy a StarStyle® NFT today that benefits Be the Star You Are!® 501 c¢3 charity and participate in numerous exclusive
experiences designed for members only. www.StarStyleCommunity.com

McDonnell \@ Nursery

Christmas trees coming Thanksgiving week)

Cynthia Brian in fall with the blooming
Tecoma Chicklet Orange stock plant.

Raised in the vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is
a New York Times best-selling author, actor, radio
personality, speaker, media and writing coach as well as
the Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You
Are!® 501 c3. Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio
Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com. Her newest
children’s picture book, “No Barnyard Bullies,” from the
series, Stella Bella’s Barnyard Adventures is available

now at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store For an HO lid ay Op en HO u S e

invitation to hang out with Cynthia for fun virtual

family owned since 1933 )

events, activities, conversations, and exclusive

experiences, buy StarStyle® NFTs at Thlll'Sday NOVemb el’ 1 0 fl'OIIl 5 . 00 '7 . 00
https://StarStyleCommunity.com Hire Cynthia for X X L. X X
writing projects, garden consults, and inspirational Refreshments, Door prizes, Special pricing and free gift wrapping

lectures. Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

httpsfjwww.GoddessGardener.com 196 Moraga Way -« (925) 254-3713 « Open Wednesday - Sunday
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160/162 Camino Don Miguel
6 bd/6.5 ba Spanish Revival estate
w/ views of OCC golf course and
hills beyond. Exceptional location!

$6,395,000
ORINDA

11 Los Altos Road
Special 4 bd/ 4 ba home sits on .70
parcel w/ privacy & filtered views in
Orindas most popular

neighborhood! $2’2951000
ORINDA

2 Orchard Court

Home sweet home! 3 bd/ 2 ba
home needs lots of TLC now & is
awaiting the next generation!

$1,195,000
MORAGA

92 Warfleld Drive

Classic two story 5 bd/ 3 ba home

sits on a private .39 acre parcel w/

2527 sq.ft of a fully functional floor

plan!

$1,945,000

o facebook.com/VillageAssociates
0 twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

121 Van Ripper Lane

1st time ever for sale! Stunning totally
renovated 5+ Bd Sleepy Hollow estate

on glorious 1+ acre!

$4,500,000
QNNDA

40 Via Floreado

Charming 5 bd/ 3.5 ba gem is full
of old-world features yet perfectly
updated w/ all the modern

amenities! $1,995,000
ORINDA

0 Camino Del Monte

Come see this desirable lot located
minutes from Hwy 24/BART, top
rated schools, downtown, regional

parks & views! $225,000
BERKELEY
wii &

WL

7164 Buckingham Blvd
Sophisticated contemporary 3 bd/ 3
ba set in the Claremont Hills
featuring lovely canyon views!

$1,595,000

ORINDA

8 Tappan Court

Completely renovated 5 bd/ 4 ba
home on an unparalleled level .82
acre knoll parcel!

$3,595,000
OMNDA

120 Ravenhill Road
Completely renovated 3 bd/ 3 ba
Orindawoods home offers an ideal
setting w/ natural light, privacy &

views! $1,795,000
LAFAYETTE

1336 San Reliez Court

Rare opportunity on .75 acre lot w/

5 bd/ 3.5 ba 4098 sq.ft. in the heart

of Springhill!
$2,195,000

DANVILLE
ooy y

501 Garden Creek Place
Updated 3 bd/ 2.5 ba end-unit
townhome less than .5 miles from
top-rated schools, downtown &

more!

$899,000

ORINDA

5 De Soto Court

Mid Century Contemporary 4 bd/
2.5 ba offers peaceful private
setting on quaint court minutes

from downtown! $2,395,000
ORINDA

589 Tahos Road

Tucked in the hills of Orinda
amongst mature oaks, sits this 4
bd/2.5 ba architecturally significant

Mid-Century retreat! $1 675.000

LAFAYETTE

3015 Bradbury Drive

Nestled among majestic oaks

3 bd/ 2.5 ba plus loft sits on 3.2
acres w/ panoramic views, multiple

decks & pool! $1,895,000

GRASS VALLEY

16056 Mount Olive Road

Traditional 3 bd/ 3 ba ranch style
home set on 1.97 acres, 1248 sqft
w/ detached ‘studio-like’ structure

of approx. 320 sqft! $525’000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com

Sunday Open Homes

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Liz Gallagher
Claudia Gohler
Gillian Judge Hogan
Dexter Honens |l
Christina Linezo
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





