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Lamorinda’s historical societies join
forces with a Caldecott Tunnel/Orinda
blast-from-the-past event

.. continued from Page A9

A 19th century photo of Alice Marsh ex-
plains that while married to William Camron,
they purchased a Mexican land grant in 1876,
and named the new subdivision Orinda Park
after her favorite poet Katherine Fowler Philips
(aka Matchless Orinda).

A late 1800s photo depicts four women in
long white dresses walking down a dirt road.
They are members of the James Miner family,
who later inherited his property which today is
known as Orinda’s Sleepy Hollow.

Orinda Village was the dream of one man,
E.I de Laveaga, who in 1921 began to create a
community that included a general store,
garage, riding stables, a swimming lake and
country club. When the Depression hit, his for-
tune all but vanished, yet he managed to repay
all of his debts more than 10 years later.

A train running on a trestle over Miner

Road is depicted in an 1890s photo. It eventually

crossed over what is now the 18th fairway of
the Orinda Country Club. The train continued
past Orinda Village toward Bryant’s Corner
dropping off picnickers.

One photo from 1937, shows an early

Orinda library building surrounded by a sizable

amount of snow on the ground; and a 1939
Orinda Union School class photo of first and
second graders was taken amidst the rubble of
a deteriorating building.

The late 1800s brought the drilling-for-oil
fever to Orinda; the 1940s saw the movie craze
come to town with the opening of the Orinda
Theatre; and the 1960s saw the Cold War hyste-
ria hit new heights with the building of bomb
shelters.

To quote from Burns’ Introduction page:
“While landmarks and plaques may tell one
story about a city, it is the people contained in

these pages — in the photographic journey that
charts Orinda’s unfolding evolution — who have
the final word.”

To purchase “Images of America: Building
the Caldecott Tunnel” by Mary Solon and Mary
McCosker, or "Images of America: Lafayette" by
Mary McCosker and Mary Solon, visit: Lafayet-
tehistory.org. To purchase “Images of America:
Orinda” by Alison Burns, visit: Orindahis-
tory.org. To purchase “Images of America: Mor-
aga” by Susan K. Skilton, visit:
Moragahistory.org.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Submit stories and story ideas to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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ADAM HAMALIAN

COMING SOON

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

816 LAS TRAMPAS ROAD, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR INFORMATION
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115

DRE# 00947460

JANE & DAVE SMITH

1806 CHAPARRO CT., WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,899,000
BRYAN HURLBUT | 925.383.5500

ACTIVE
925.998.1914
DRE# 01476506/02105225

JOY WIEHN

1321 JUANITA DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,295,000
CAROLYN WAY | 925.890.4115

PENDING

415.377.1884
DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

& 911 ANITA COURT, LAFAYETTE
#-1: OFFERED AT $1,550,000

925.351.5049 S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617
DRE# 01932119
LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM LISA TICHENOR LORI LEGLER
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925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

COMING SOON

83 GREENFIELD DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,699,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

25 OCHOS RIOS PLACE, DANVILLE
OFFERED AT $1,895,000

48 LA SALLE DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,995,000
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

810 MARIPOSA ROAD, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $2,120,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

COLOMBANA

REAL ESTATE GROUP RUTH EDDY

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

ACTIVE

4 EL VERANO, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $2,395,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

ACTIVE

996 HAWTHORN DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,400,000
L. LEGLER & C. HATA | 925.286.1244

127 CALDER LANE, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,799,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

1860 LUCILLE LANE, PLEASANT HILL
SOLD FOR $1,150,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

SHELLEY RUHMAN  SHERRY HUTCHENS

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JILL BALAZS

925.804.0200
DRE# 02038791

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

KELLY WOOD

925.381.7172

DRE# 01931711

TINA FRECHMAN

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768




