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Girls water polo

... continued from Page C1

“These girls are extremely mo-
tivated in the pool and in their
academics,” Roemer said. “They
have really high self-esteem and
have not had any behavioral is-
sues or drama. Its’s the chem-
istry that is phenomenal. The
tradition that was here prior to
my arrival was having fun and
keeping the players motivated.”
In the end, Roemer knew
not to take for granted the tal-
ent of this team and the seniors
who led the way. “Their legacy
is going to last a long time,”
Roemer said. “I don't think
there's going to be a team like
this, with this much talent at
one time for quite a while.”
The Lamorinda girls water
polo teams do not lack for re-
spect from the powers that be.
In the seedings for the Open Di-
vision North Coast Section
championships, the top seed in
order were Miramonte (1),
Campolindo (2) and Acalanes (3)
and with all qualifying for the
NorCal Tournament, the re-
spective rankings were 1-3-5.
Campolindo
With a 17-10 record, Cam-
polindo coach Kim Everist had a
lot to celebrate. “I feel good
about our season,” Everist said.
“An outsider might look at our
final record and not be overly
impressed but of our 10 losses,
five games against the unde-
feated No. 1 team (Miramonte),
one to the No. 2 team (Soquel),
two to the No. 4 team, along
with two wins (Acalanes) and
two to the No. 7 team along
with two wins (Sacred Heart
Prep). We also won the
Acalanes tournament and fin-
ished third at Arroyo Grande
and in the NorCal tournament.”
After a road victory over
Sacred Heart Prep, the Cougars
faced Miramonte in the NorCal
semi-finals and matched them
for a time early in the game,

eventually losing 18-9. “Playing
a team with such a storied pro-
gram, we made the best of a
tough situation, and our girls
had a great time,” Everist said.
“We started well but you just
can’t make mistakes against
them, and the second quarter
got away from us, but we had a
lot of fun in the second half. Af-
ter the game, the whole team
and their parents met at the
Canyon Club and spirits were
really high.”

Campolindo is losing four
seniors to graduation, goalie
Shayne Clancy, Kaia Levenfeld,
Ava Jacuzzi, and Lauren Lacour,
all of whom were named
captains.

"They are a very special se-
nior class," Everist said. "Each
brought a different strength to
the team, and they worked to-
gether cohesively, leaving a
great legacy behind and making
it very special for the girls who
are returning. Shayne, who
shared time with freshman
Sydney Kring in the goal, really
supported her. She brought an
incredible heart and got some-
thing out of everyone which
will be something for Sydney to
aspire to.”

Everist is already optimistic
about next year’s team. “I'm
looking forward to seeing how
our seniors (Grace Gafni, Ana
Pieper, and London Menard)
grow, develop, and conquer lots
of things over the next nine
months in preparation for 2023.
“We have a lot of young players
on the team that have a great
time training and playing and
really like each other and that
seals the whole thing. Our fu-
ture is going to be very bright.”

Everist coached a number
of the girls on the Miramonte
team and acknowledged the se-
niors on that team. “I'm so
proud of the Miramonte team
as most of their girls are kids
that we coached at Lamorinda,”
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Everist said. “This senior group

put their minds to it when they

were about 12 and saw it all the
way through high school and it

was fun to watch them from the
outside.”

Acalanes

For Acalanes coach Misha
Buchel, this year’s 21-8 season
was “Absolutely a successful
season. At the start of the sea-
son, we did not know how good
we would be and how we
would grow through the season,
and I’ll take finishing in the top
three any time.”

With so many standouts
having graduated last year, this
team had its own unique char-
acter. “What I really liked about
our team was that we were so
much more balanced and how
it redeveloped itself with some
internal growth and with the
new arrivals fitting in per-
fectly,” Buchel said. “That’s
what I found most satisfying
about the team. Even with
(freshman) Ella Del Rosario our
leading scorer (85 goals), the
whole focus of the team was not
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around her, it was more team
play and everyone felt more in-
volved and feeling like they
were contributing.”

Despite having to play in
such a competitive league,
Buchel acknowledges how
unique this area is. “It really is
amazing that our little commu-
nity of Lamorinda and our half
of the league is, on a pretty
consistent basis, consistently
three of the top teams in the
entire northern region,” Buchel
said.

With a core of graduating
seniors that saw the varsity go
undefeated their freshman sea-
son, it was important to Buchel
that they not bear the burden of
someone else’s success. “They
began their careers with a team
that was the best, to being on a
team that was in the mix with-
out any type of frustration,”
Buchel said. “We made it clear
to the girls that they had to
chart their own path and make
sure that they were playing for
themselves and their team-
mates as hard as they could and
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they always played with joy,
passion, and fight. They were a
great group to coach, and I will
really miss them. They let our
underclassman know that this
is not a three-month season,
and they have to put in the
work like swimming with the
high school team and playing
outside to improve their game.”

If there is one question that
Buchel needs to answer, it’s
who will be replacing all-star
goalie Audrey Cox. “That is
what the next nine months are
going to bring,” Buchel said.
“Whether someone falls from
the sky or someone chooses to
pursue that position. The num-
ber one rule of playing goalie is
that you have to want to play
goalie and that is our number
one goal to sort out for next
year.”

With Del Rosario, Wendy
Heffelfinger, Brooklyn Pomp,
Sophie Hendrickson and
Levand Koopah, Buchel will ap-
proaching next season with
great optimism.

MOL 7th grade 2022 Super Bowl champions

Submitted by Melissa
O’Brien

The 7th grade Stampeders
marched to victory defeating
the first-place Jets 26-14 in the
MOL Super Bowl. Led by Blake
Frechman, the Stampeders
running game proved unstop-
pable. The running game
opened up the passing attack
with scores from Alec Schwarz
and Oliver Ruotsi-Falk. The
defense had key stops by Jake
O’Brien, Cade Winter, and
Kirin Kester.
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First row, from left AlecSchwarz ]ake O’Brien, Rocco Ottobre Cade Winter, Austin Whitney,

Blake Frechman; second row: coach Steve O’Brien, Oliver Ruotsi-Falk, Kirin Kester, Tomas
Gavidia, Niko “Lucky Charms” Drury, coach Carl Bergez; not pictured: Dylan Hamilton

Love Laftayette

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.

- Frameless Shower Glass

- Shower Enclosures

- Custom Mirrors

- New Windows/Patio Doors
+ Replacement & Installation

3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER

925-284-9510

www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

MARK BELLINGHAM

PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU

CAN TRUST
925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair

Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured
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Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.

All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons,
skunks, and squirrel-proofing.
Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.

Serving the LaMorinda area for 10 years as
former branch manager of
Coulson-Moseley/Detailed Pest Control.
Customer service is my #1 priority.

1044 Stuart Street, Lafayette
(925) 338-9304 877-7RATMAN

* Custom Designs
* Expert Repairs
* Free Ring cleaning
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* Appraisals
* Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

I $5 off Watch Battery I
Reg $15, Now $10 . .
I 1 watch battery per person. Exp. 1/4/23. Usually installed while you wait. I

‘W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
e B B S |

3645 Mt. Diablo BlVd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tues-Sat 10-5

Lafayette Auto Body Inc.

www.lafayetteautobody.com

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421

FIWLAFAYETTE
%7 PHYSICAL THERAPYY

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Cam/a/imenfmy Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com
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Making Bay Area Hom®S
Beautiful Sin¢®
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“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.

Lic. # 177588

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette

The UPS Store

Hours:
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Our location:

v" Copying, Finishing
v Printing Services

Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 3527 Mt Diablo Bivd
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Lafayette, CA 94549
v~ Shipping v'Notary Services

v Postal Services

v’ Business Services
store0202@theupsstore.com

www.theUpsStorelL.ocal.com/0202

Owner

www.blodgetts.com

925.284.4807

Piano Studio
K,egs to sucecess

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member:
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-323-8969

ryegiazaryan@yahoo.com

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

Watch for Shop Orinda August 3. Call for

Advertising 925.377.0977



