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Join us at “Its a

Ol enderfut

When: Sun, Dec 4% from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Where: Lafayette Plaza Park (rain or shine)
*Rumor has it, Santa plans to arrive by 5:00 p.m.

e

in Lafayette”

We are proud to join the Lafayette Chamber and Branagh
Development in again sponsoring this complimentary family-
friendly event with a tree lighting, live music, community
sing-a-long, and a visit from Santa himself!

EVENT DETAILS

COMPASS

Clty moves forward w1th potential purchase of downtown properties

Campana property on Moraga Road

By Lou Fancher

Administrative Services Direc-
tor Tracy Robinson at the Nov.
14 city council meeting dis-
cussed progress made on the
city’s plan to purchase two
downtown properties located at
990 Moraga Road, best known
as the Campana property, and
at 3533 Plaza Way, also called
the McNeil property, which
Robinson said will allow the
city to “achieve the vision of
the Plaza Way overlay,” created
to increase the supply of off-
street parking within the Plaza
Way block. The purchases
would provide additional pub-
lic parking to the businesses
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such as The New Park Theater
that are entering that location,
along with opportunities for
other civic uses.

Two agreements resulting
from negotiations during re-
cent months place the purchase
prices at $3.5 million for the
Campana property, and $3.4
million for the McNeil prop-
erty. Staff recommended the
money, a combined total pur-
chase of $6.9 million, be in part
borrowed by the General
Fund’s City Office Fund and
combined with other money in
the General Fund to complete
the purchase.

Robinson said the uses and
other terms will be considered
in future council discussions,

but the unusual availability of
both parcels at the same time
suggested immediate action be
taken to secure the properties.
Depending on the uses as-
signed, Robinson said conver-
sations about long-term financ-
ing will be studied extensively.
The refinancing options in-
clude whether or not to pay
back the City Offices Fund, fi-
nance the purchase with bonds,
or pay for the property pur-
chase through the sales of other
city properties.

She asked the council to
approve the purchase price,
which would allow staff to
move forward and conduct the
due diligence phase to ensure
the properties meet CEQA com-
pliance guidelines. When that
process is completed, escrows
can be finalized.

In public comments, David
Clark said the purchase “is ter-
rific.” Owning the properties
outright if money can be found
is an action he applauded and
welcomed. He encouraged the
council to consider adding
pathways that might augment
existing public pathways in the
downtown area.

Grace Dixon said it was a
“small miracle” that the city
had obtained the option to ob-
tain the two properties and she

supported including civic ele-
ments that involve walking and
biking. Max Henninger asked if
borrowing money from the City
Offices Fund meant no longer
prioritizing purchasing a city
hall. “It would seem like a chal-
lenge,” he said. He emphasized
providing ample opportunity
for the community to have in-
put into the council’s intentions
when it came to usage. He sup-
ported considering adding
housing and a future city hall
at the site, but questioned using
$5 million of city money to
support simply more parking
and retail businesses.

Stella Wotherspoon agreed
it was a wonderful opportunity
to build community and pro-
vide more public space. She
suggested the Plaza Way over-
lay be revisited as to whether
or not the plans portray “cur-
rent thinking” about the best
use of the space.

Libby Henry asked if the
property on Moraga Road was
a historical landmark and how
that might impact what she an-
ticipated as tear down con-
struction projects. City Man-
ager Niroop Srivatsa said the
McNeil building was not land-
marked as a building of local
significance but has a plaque
calling out its historical impor-

tance. The Campana building,
according to city records, she
said is not landmarked as a
historical property, but fact
checking will be done by staff
in consultation with the
Lafayette Historical Society.

Robinson noted that the
Campana building is vacant
and no businesses are being
asked to relocate as a term of
the purchase. Existing leases in
the McNeil property will be as-
sumed by the city and contin-
ued. After determination of the
uses are agreed upon, the city
has the ability and legally can
relocate businesses. Robinson
emphasized that any funds
borrowed from the City Offices
Fund, would be “a loan” and if
no city offices are placed on the
properties, methods for paying
back the loan to the City Offices
Fund will be discussed.

The council welcomed the
public’s input as the council
moves into discussions about
uses of the properties. Comple-
tion of the purchases after all
CEQA and other compliance
guidelines are met was ap-
proved unanimously by the
council. Staff will move into the
due diligence phase before
bringing the matter back to the
council and completing the
purchase.

City Council revisits housing plan without BART parking lot
property inclusion

By Jennifer Wake

After countless hours of delib-
erations on housing opportu-
nity sites in the 6th Cycle Hous-
ing Element for Lafayette,
which requires planning for an
additional 2,114 units as part of
the Regional Housing Needs Al-
location assigned by the Asso-
ciation of Bay Area Govern-
ments (ABAG), opportunity

sites planned at the BART park-
ing lot seemed a done deal.

A shift in concern regarding
increased housing planned in
Very High Fire Hazard Severity
Zones by California Attorney
General Rob Bonta and sub-
stantial required actions the
city would need to take to be
considered for development on
BART property within the 8-
year Housing Element cycle re-

=

Home Sweet Homel

BATTERSBY.

Stylish Renovation in Orindawoods!

www.120Rc|venh|IIRd.com

3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths 2231 Sq Ft*

Ideal setting with natural light, privacy and views.
Price Reduced! Offered for $1,749,000

2 Orchard Ct, Orinda

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 1623 Sq Ft* .23 Acre*
This Family Home for Over 50 Years Needs TLC
Price Reduced! Offered for $1,025,000

- Ashley Battersby
i (925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
*per public records

It's Village. Of Course.
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quired the city to rethink
where to find 882 potential op-
portunity sites outside of BART.
At the Nov. 14 city council
meeting, Planning and Building
Director Greg Wolff, Housing
Consultant Diana Elrod and Se-
nior Planner Renata Robles
outlined the situation and pre-
sented council members with
options, without including the
BART lots, that would meet the
RHNA numbers, would not af-
fect the Environmental Impact
Report, and would allow the
city to reach the required Jan.
31, 2023 deadline for adoption
of the Housing Element.
Option 1 kept the current

inventory plan, including BART,

and would involve additional
analysis and resource commit-
ments. Option 2 would remove
BART from consideration and
concentrate the opportunity
sites and RHNA units in the

BART park-ing lot

downtown. This option would
also not include DeSilva South,
which is in a state-mapped
Very High Fire Hazard Severity
Zone, and thus would be con-
sistent with the AG guidance to
avoid placing significant new
housing in an area susceptible
to fire.

Option 3 replaces BART
with DeSilva South, which still
requires additional density in
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other areas to accommodate
RHNA with an adequate buffer
for the lower income cate-
gories. This option increases
density to 50 dwelling units per
acre in the downtown areas
(Areas 1-6), DeSilva South to 35
du/acre, and maintains Area 13
at 35 du/acre. At this density,
DeSilva South offers about 300
units towards RHNA.
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Family Service

3:00 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.
Traditional Service
7:00 p.m. ¢z 8:30 p.m.

49 Knox Drive, Lafayette * lopc.org
All are welcome!




