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ORINDA SPORTS

Successful football seasons end just short of state tournaments

Quarterback Luke Duncan

By Jon Kingdon

At the conclusion of the regular
football season, the Lamorinda
football teams had a combined
record of 25 and 5: Campolindo
10-0, Acalanes 9-1 and Mira-
monte 6-4, with Acalanes’ only
loss coming against Campolindo
and two of Miramonte’s losses
coming against Campolindo and
Acalanes. Each team was
seeded second in the North
Coast Section playoffs with
Campolindo in Division II,
Acalanes in Division IV, and Mi-
ramonte in Division V.

Campolindo and Mira-
monte made it to the North
Coast Sectional finals and
Acalanes made it to the semifi-
nals. Each team came up short
of advancing, which could be
attributed primarily to unchar-
acteristic mistakes by these
three excellent teams.

Last season, Miramonte
made it to the NCS semifinals
and head coach Jack Schram
pointed to making it to the
championship game this year.
After defeating Sonoma Valley
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and Analy by a combined score
of 89-14, Miramonte lost to San
Marin 42-28, finishing the sea-
son with an 8-5 record.

Despite the loss, Schram
was quite pleased with the
team’s play this year. “It was a
great season, and I'm glad that
we got back to the champi-
onship game, but it was disap-
pointing that we dug such a big
hole in the first half against San
Marin,” Schram said.

With five interceptions, two
that were returned for touch-
downs and one on a 2nd and
goal play on their first drive
along with a lost fumble, the
Matadors were down 35-7 at the
half before outscoring San
Marin 21-7 in the second half.

“I told the team that I
thought we were the best team
in Division V since day one and
I still think we are, but we just
got in a place where it was hard
to recover,” Schram said.
“Those things sting but you
have to be able to overcome
those mistakes."

Schram is already looking
ahead to next season, despite

graduating a number of very
productive seniors. Schram will
miss quarterback Luke Duncan
who threw 42 touchdown
passes this year, running backs
Bennett Destino (663 yards) and
Thomas Wilson (388 yards), and
receivers John Williams (53-
524), Cooper Bohlig (39-1102)
and Jimmy Foster (33-362).
While celebrating this
year's team but also looking to
the future, Schram said, “We’ve
got the program back up where
we want to be,” Schram said.
“Our juniors helped us to get as
far as we got and we’re looking
for help also from our JV team
that was 5-1 this past season.”

— Acalanes

Finishing the season with a
10-2 record, coach Floyd
Burnsed felt there was a lot to
celebrate about the season. “I
thought we had a great season
and the kids played really well,”
Burnsed said. “We lost to two
good teams by three points
each.”

A number of mistakes by
Acalanes led directly to the loss
against Cardinal Newman, in
the NCS semifinal by a score of
17-14. With five turnovers, one
of which was an interception
that was returned for a touch-
down, the Dons fell behind 14-0
but battled back to tie the game
at 14 in the fourth quarter. A
missed field goal by Acalanes
and then a turnover in their
own territory, set up a final
winning field goal for Cardinal
Newman.

Coming into the season,
Acalanes did not have a quar-
terback with any varsity expe-
rience, but juniors Sully Bailey
(105/189/16 TD’s/6 ints) and Jake
Boselli (85/137/13 TD’s/6 ints)
successfully stepped into the
position and led an offense that
averaged 35.2 points per game.
“They were both talented and it
was such a step up from JV
where they did not throw the
ball very often and they both
did a great job,” Burnsed said.

Acalanes had graduated a
number of players in 2021 and
Burnsed was not sure what type
of season this was going to be
but he saw constant improve-
ment with each game. “We
didn’t know what we had from
the start but players on defense
like (seniors) George Churchill
(74 tackles, 6.5 TFL) and Nate
Bennett (44 tackles,10.5 TFL)
and (junior) Jack Giorgianni (94
tackles 4.5 TFL) had great sea-
sons and a number of other se-
niors really stepped up,”
Burnsed said. “The class came
together and really played for
each other and that’s when
you’re usually successful.”

Even with running back El-
lis Burger (158/779/17 TDs)
graduating, there’s still a lot of
talent returning on offense.
WR’s Trevor Rogers (58/1120/15
TDs) and Paul Kuhner (33/441/1
TD) center Henry Hagel will be
key players on next year’s team.
Campolindo

With only four starters re-
turning from last year’s NCS
champion team, coach Kevin
Macy was cautiously optimistic
about the team’s chances com-
ing into the season. Questions
were soon answered by an of-
fense that averaged 37.6 points
a game, led by the passing com-
bination of quarterback
Dashiell Weaver (204/297/32
TD’s) and wide receivers Robbie
Mascheroni (66/1196/18 TD’s),
Scott Lyon (46/457) and Tim
Daugherty (33/567) along with
16 different running backs led
by Brendan Comerford
(84/517/7 TDs) and Lucas Con-
cepcion (93/366/6 TDs).

After a memorable win
over Rancho Cotati by a score of
42-41, in a game that came
down to the last play, Cam-
polindo had a rematch with San
Ramon Valley, a team that they
had defeated in the NCS cham-
pionship game last year.

Macy was not pleased with
Campolindo being elevated into
Division II for the playoffs. Still,

it was a game that proved very
competitive but, in the end, as
with Acalanes and Miramonte,
it was mistakes that led to San
Ramon Valley coming out ahead
35-21.

With the score 14-14 late in
the second quarter, a defensive
breakdown led to an SRV
touchdown. Then, on the open-
ing drive of the second half, SRV
returned a Weaver interception
for a touchdown. Another in-
terception on the SRV 3-yard
line going in and a final inter-
ception with four minutes to go,
closed out the game.

“Competitive equity shoves
us in the corners, and it came
back to haunt our kids,” Macy
said. “They played their hearts
out and we just came up a little
bit short. We were just out-
manned and they deserved a lot
more. We had to play a perfect
game, but we had more
turnovers than we had all year.”

Macy drew a military anal-
ogy to the game while acknowl-
edging the careers of his se-
niors: “An army should not ad-
vance beyond its supply lines,
or they will get cut off,” Macy
said. “That’s what it felt like
tonight. We lost a number of
our seniors to other sports due
to the COVID virus but what
they did the last two years was
incredible and historic.”

Senior Robby Horst left the
field with his head held high.
“No one expected us to be 12-0
and to make it to this game,”
Horst said. “We’re all really
proud about what we accom-
plished this season.”

Mascheroni shared his
feelings as his career con-
cluded. “It was great to be
coached by Coach Macy and to
play with such a great bunch of
guys,” Mascheroni said. “I
learned that you’re going to
have some setbacks, but you
keep pushing and pushing and
everything will pan out. What
happens, happens and it’s all
for a reason.”

Miramonte and Campolindo girls tennis teams conclude successful
season individually and as

a team
By Jon Kingdon

In the ever-competitive DAL
tournament, Miramonte and
Campolindo both qualified for
the North Coast Section team
tournament with Miramonte
having representatives in the
single and doubles tournament
and Campolindo had a doubles
team competing.

In the cold but playable
NCS tennis tournament at San
Ramon Valley High School, Mi-
ramonte defeated Alameda in
the first round, Campolindo in
the second round and the top
seeded Redwood High School in
the semifinals, making it to the
championship match against
Amador Valley but came one
set short of winning the tour-
nament 3-4.

With the team finishing in
second, Miramonte Coach Riki
Sorenson had mixed emotions
with the end result. “We did
great, but it was disappointing
that we came so close to win-
ning the whole thing,” Sorenson
said. “I wasn’t surprised that
the girls did exactly what I
thought they were capable of
doing but that may have been
because they did not know how
good they were.”

Sorenson was most pleased
at the mental toughness that
the team showed when the
pressure on the team was the
greatest. “The players learned
how to handle the pressure of
big matches and in matches
where they were trailing badly
and yet found a way to pull it
back together,” Sorenson said.
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Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc
Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124
1Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm
Evenings & Weekends by Appt
Hablamos Espafiol

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

I'm your one-stop shop for the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.’

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm” underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm-

Surprisingly great rates
right around the corner.
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%  Ken'’s Rototilling
{ + 4 W/D Tractors
.ﬁ' « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.
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* Good Neighbor Fence

» Deer Fencing
 Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

* Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

925-938-9836

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

$15 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Quetzal Handyman

. NO JOBTOO SMALL
1 Electrical, plumbing,
A concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Fencing and More

Java Fence (925) 957 1628
Decks, Hog Wire, Arbors,
Stairs, Trellis, Deer Fence,

Chicken coop, Green house
CCL 880556, Free Est
https://java-fence.com

WE HOP TO IT!
(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com




