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A moment of reflection with new Lafayette mayor Carl Anduri
about city priorities

By Lou Fancher

In a conversation during the
last week of 2022, newly ap-
pointed Lafayette Mayor
Carl Anduri moved quickly
to deflect attention from his
leadership position on the
city council.

“Being mayor is more
ceremonial than anything
else. It’s making sure every
member of the public is
heard and the council is
heard as well. I have no
more authority than any of
the other council members,”
he said. “We set policy and
direction, but the City Man-
ager, Niroop Srivasta, really
runs the city. She hires and
directs the staff and carries
out the policies set by coun-
cil. We really lucked out
with having her — and all the

staff that have been here so
long and bring depth and
expertise.”

Anduri names and cele-
brates other staff, fellow
council members and com-
mittee volunteers who have
served the city for more than
a decade, skipping lightly
past his own record. Anduri
joined the planning commis-
sion in 1996 and served on
city council from 2002 to
2012, during which time he
was mayor in 2005 and 2011.
He stepped off the council in
2012 to concentrate on the
high demands of his work as
president of Lex Mundi, a
position from which he re-
tired in 2019. Back on the
council in 2020, Anduri
brings to his position experi-
ence on the Planning Com-
mission Hillside Task Force,

Open Space Task Force, En-
vironmental Task Force, Se-
nior Housing Task Force, the
Park Theater Task Force and
the Roads Task Force.

When asked how the
city might have changed, or
not, since he first came on-
board in 2002, Anduri said,
“The challenges are greater
now. Wildfire is definitely
something we didn’t think
about in 2002. And the pres-
sure from the state for af-
fordable housing really
wasn’t nearly the same. It’s a
big challenge to deal with
the housing crisis and the
housing prices.” The envi-
ronmental impacts of cli-
mate change were on the
radar in 2002, but Anduri
said people are far more
aware and can see real evi-
dence of the problem in

2022, which makes it an im-
portant topic, but one with
complex solutions.

On the plus side, he said
Lafayette’s downtown is
more vibrant and far more
attractive. “We have the li-
brary; dedicated in 2009,
and that has had a remark-
able impact. There are other
new buildings and (aes-
thetic) upgrades that have
vastly improved the city.”

Another big change is
that road repair no longer
dominates the council meet-
ings and public commen-
tary. “My big priority in 2011
was to solve the roads prob-
lem. The revenue measure
we placed on the ballot had
us taking $3 million from the
reserve surplus to kick-start
that. The measure didn’t
pass but we applied the $3

million anyway and made
strides that improved the
roads. Coming back on the
council now, it’s strange be-
cause no one says anything
about the roads. Then, it was
all anyone talked about. But
now, we have our payments
scheduled on an annual ba-
sis so we’re in good shape to
maintain the roads.”
Priorities set in 2011
such as more affordable
housing for older adults re-
sulted in completion of the
Belle Terre project on Mt.
Diablo Boulevard. With
completion of the 6th cycle
of the Housing Element by
the end of January 2023, a
major priority for all cities
and towns, Anduri said at-
tention to that effort has
been the council’s priority.
.. continued on Page A8

City plans to celebrate over 175 years of Lafayette history

Photo courtesy Lafayette Historical Society

Under the leadership of Mayor Carl
Anduri in partnership with the
Lafayette Historical Society, the city
of Lafayette will be celebrating over
175 years of Lafayette history dur-
ing 2023. The goal is to increase
awareness and appreciation of the
city’s history including recognition
and understanding of the indige-
nous people who were first on the
land that is now Lafayette, as well
as the Spaniards and Rancheros
that preceded American settlers
who laid out the built community
that we see today.

“I want us to look back farther
than just 175 years and look at the
indigenous people who were on the

land for thousands of years, well
before even the Rancheros and Eu-
ropeans came,” Anduri said. “The
Indigenous people lived in harmony
with nature and the history of that
time when the Spanish came gives
us a first chance to look at the clash
of cultures and what that means.
And then we can look at what hap-
pened when the Europeans came."
The month of January will fea-
ture presentations by Mary Mc-
Cosker of the Lafayette Historical
Society, and a number of "Images of
America: Lafayette" books will be
available in Little Free Libraries
throughout Lafayette.
- J. Wake

For information, visit: https://www.lovelafayette.org/why-lafayette/175plus

Offered for $999,000

Offered for $1,775,000

BATTERSBY.

Home Sweet Home! Price Reduced!

2 Orchard Ct, Orinda
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 1623 Sq Ft* .23 Acre*
This Family Home for Over 50 Years Needs TLC

Canyon Views in the Claremont Hiils!

7164 Buckingham Blvd, Berkeley
3Bd + Office/Bonus, 3.5 Ba 2907 Sq Ft*
Spacious Home, High Ceilings, Great Floor Plan

Ashley Battersby

(925) 323-9955

DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersoynome

*per public records

It’s Village. Of Course.

.15 Acre*
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Reporter Wanted

Lamorinda Weekly is looking for a

Lafayette City Reporter:

Required Quialifications:

Excellent writing and communication skills. Ethical and professional. Live or work
in or near the Lamorinda area and have the ability to write balanced, researched,
well-structured articles. Prior journalism experience desired, but not required.
Understanding of AP Style is a plus. Compensation is made on a per article basis.

Join the Lamorinda Weekly team
Do you want to learn about important happenings in the community?
Do you want to work with City Officials, Volunteers, and Organizations?
Do you want to interact with many interesting people?
Do you simply want to get involved?

Being a reporter/writer for the Lamorinda Weekly is a great opportunity to help make a
difference in your community.

For 16 years our team has brought civic news and interesting feature stories to neighbors
and friends in the Lamorinda area. If you are interested in becoming a team member and
are ready to discover amazing stories all around you, give us a call.

Please send your resume and writing sample to
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call (925) 377-0977
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Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Mdfaga and Orinda

-

Lamorinda Weekly is an independent Newspaper owned by Andy and Wendy Scheck with the vision to bring
news and interesting stories to the communities of Lamorinda. Since the start of this paper in 2007 our team
members have enjoyed a strong engagement with members of their community, the pleasure of meeting
many interesting people and the satisfaction of bringing balanced and well researched news to all.




