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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
2023 Garden Trends, Part 1

... continued from Page D1

As we begin to plan for 2023, learn about
the forthcoming trends, but decide what
resonates with you. Just because something is
au currant, it doesn’t mean that it will
empower everyone. In part one of my
interpretation of the Garden Media Report, I've
chosen a few gems that may trigger a positive
possibility path for you.

The report shares the smart benefits of the
garden green industry which has gone electric
or battery-powered more quickly than any
other industry, including electric vehicles.
Mowers, leaf blowers, chain saws, and other
electric equipment accounted for 17% of the
gardening sales in the United States in 2022.
Smart garden tools are becoming as critical to
gardening as shovels and picks, especially for
those who are just entering the gardening
arena. Although I have not tried it yet, there is
a new smart device on the market that is a
weeding robot. Solar-powered, it lives in the
garden chopping weeds. Now that is an
innovation I will be checking out as weeding
my landscape requires grueling work for
months on end.

Another huge trend will be shopping online
for garden products. Many companies are
offering not only plants for sale but
identification and information for various
plants. It is as easy as taking a photo of a
flower, leaf, tree, or other specimen and
clicking a button. Several matches will appear
on the app, but it is up to you to determine
which is the correct one. Other garden apps
provide tips on how to plant, when to plant,
and where to plant as well as healthy recipes
for harvesting crops.

Because of the housing crisis with buying a
home being out of reach for numerous people,
ADUs (accessory dwelling units) have become
popular in the past year and will continue to be
in demand. Container gardening will linger as
a major trend as gardens and patios become
smaller. Vertical gardening, trellises, fences,
and living green walls will be integral to adding
privacy and protected places to enjoy nature.
Millennials and Boomers are embracing
vintage and mid-century patio furniture
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A white orchid lives in an angelic
container.

including wrought iron, retro lawn chairs, and
pagoda umbrellas.

In the section called “Super Agers,” the
Garden Trends Report boldly states that “In
2023 and beyond, 100 is the new 50!” I'm not
so certain that this is a truism, but it does bode
well for gardeners who want to continue being
active with tilling, filling, and thrilling with
nature long into their golden years.
Accessibility options such as raised beds, wider
paths for wheelchairs, and plants at levels that
don’t require bending will allow anyone to
enjoy the outdoors.

When it comes to plants, tropical and exotic
are the favorites for all age groups. Orchids,
bromeliads, anthuriums, birds of paradise,
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cordylines, Ficus, palms, philodendrons, and
peace lilies are only a sampling of specimens
that are attractive to Gen X, Y, Z as well as
Boomers. I speculate that water features,
especially creative fountains based on
individual themes, will be a big focus this year.
Besides the health benefits of the negative ions
that running water provides to humans helping
us refocus and recharge, birds and wildlife rely
on them in the backyard garden for bathing
and drinking.

These are just a few of the projections for
our outdoor enjoyment for 2023. In my next
column, I'll offer more suggestions. Believe in
tomorrow. Plan to plant a garden. Live to 100?
What’s on your list?



