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Lafayette School District
board looks ahead to the

new year
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From left: Meredith Meade, Rob Sturm, Katy Foreman, Dave

Smith and Suzy Pak
By Sharon K. Sobotta

After an intense election cycle
in November, the Lafayette
School Board members are ex-
cited to roll up their sleeves and
get to work. They say they’re
ready to lean in, listen, engage
with the community, as they
work toward the ultimate goal
of serving children in the dis-
trict and ensuring that they
continue to have access to the
high quality education that de-
fines the community.

Suzy Pak, who has been on
the board for nine years and
has served as the liaison for
Springhill Elementary School,
was elected to the seat of board
president. Meredith Meade
continues to represent Happy
Valley Elementary. Incumbents
Dave Smith, who liaisons for
Stanley Middle School, and Rob
Sturm, for the Lafayette Ele-
mentary School were reelected
to their seats in November. Katy
Foreman, who represents Bur-
ton Valley Elementary School, is
serving her very first term on
the board or as an elected
official.

“It’s a goal of ours to re-
main student focused and work
toward the well-being of the
more than 3,000 students we
represent. We (remain) com-
mitted to academics (and to)
teaching and taking care of the
whole child,” Pak said. This is
put into practice by integrating
diversity, equity, inclusion and
belonging efforts into the cur-
riculum along with efforts to
support the social, emotional
learning and wellness of chil-
dren. What does DEIB work and
social, emotional well-being of
students have to do with overall
education? Everything, Pak
says. “When a child feels like
they’re safe and secure and
taken care of — whether that is
through the lunch and break-
fast program that’s now avail-
able to all schools in California,
or being able to have a conver-
sation with a teacher or a coun-
selor that helps them feel safe
and secure — then they’re open
to doing more (learning) in the
classroom.”

Lafayette’s reputation as a
place of ‘green hills and great
schools’ seems to attract a broad
swath of families and children
to the district. Pak says that liv-
ing up to that reputation is im-
portant. “I think public schools
are the backbone of our com-
munities. ... We want to make
sure we’re honoring commit-
ments with parents and care-
givers, and as a public school
district, we have no choice but
to be very transparent about
everything we’re doing,” Pak
said. “The other part (that’s im-
portant) is the staff and teach-
ers that we employ. Our goal is
to be an employer of choice. We
understand that great teachers
and great staff (are the corner-
stone of) great education.”

After being an engaged
parent volunteer and serving in
the PTA, Katy Foreman is ex-
cited to make her debut as an
elected member of the Lafayette

School Board.

“I've really benefited from
our schools and I've appreci-
ated being able to send my kids
to our schools,” Foreman said.
“This sort of felt like a natural
next step in my service to the
schools.” The election was an il-
luminating experience for
Foreman. “(It confirmed) part of
what I already knew, which was
that people care deeply about
schools in Lafayette. There are
a lot of different viewpoints. (A
lot can be gained) when we can
have honest, brave, open col-
laborative conversations with
people who have different
perspectives.”

Even in what felt like a
tense political landscape lead-
ing up to the election, where
some residents’ chosen candi-
dates weren’t elected, the board
members say it’s important that
all residents feel represented. “I
want Lafayette to be a place of
belonging for everybody, no
matter who you voted for. I will
listen with an open mind and
open heart and continue to
think about what’s genuinely
the best for our students.”

Rob Sturm served as school
board president for the past two
years and he’s been a part of
the school board since 2017.
“This was my third election cy-
cle. I think this one was a little
unique in that there was so
much attention locally on the
election. It reminded me how
passionate our community is
about schools and maintaining
excellence with our schools so
they can continue to evolve and
become even better,” Sturm re-
flected. “I spent many hours
canvassing with my family and
engaging in really interesting
conversations. People are really
craving information and want-
ing to stay informed.”

The school board plans to
continue to hold regular town
hall meetings to keep the com-
munity informed about what is
in the works and on the horizon
in Lafayette schools. They also
say they’re committed to taking
to heart the issues that are
raised by parents and commu-
nity members during the open
forum, as they say is evidenced
by the district’s response to the
after school childcare needs.

“In addition to serving on
the school board, I'm a con-
stituent. It’s also my job to re-
main open to receiving public
comment in board meetings.
Even if we can’t engage in dia-
logue in the structure of our
meetings, we really do listen
(and take action/make recom-
mendations accordingly),” Pak
said. “The issue of after school
care came to us because parents
brought it up during open com-
ment. As a working parent, I
understand that and I appreci-
ate the vulnerability that comes
with sharing that. We were able
to say OK, we have a lot of
working parents unable to find
childcare, we need to do some-
thing. So we work together with
our superintendent and now
we’re doing something about
that (as early as January).”

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LEFAYETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Jan. 9, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, Jan. 17, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Jan. 11, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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KEITH
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I'M SELLING LAMOR

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 35 years.
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DRE # 00875484

keith.katzman@compass.com
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continued support
and referrals.

SOLD AT $1,600,000 SOLD AT

R —
e TR W

21 Birchwood Place, Moraga
4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,373 +/- Sq. Ft.
Represented Buyer and Seller

4 Bed | 3 Bath

Wishing everyone a

Properous New Year!
Thank you for your

@ Canning Court, Moraga

withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description.
an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sen

improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at
closing. But what are those improvements? Let's work together well before a sale
so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

se to assess what

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in th
Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to
measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dil
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Providing

an elevated

real estate

- experience!

1.5%

Of Top Ranked
Realtors in the Country

S40M+

Real Estate Sold in 2022
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Zillow Reviews

Are you interested in buying

or selling in 20237

Call us for a home valuation and let’s
chat about our upcoming listings!

Lisa Brydon DRE 01408025 | Kristi Ives

925.788.8345 | bi@brydonivesteam.com | bryd
Follow Us on Instagram @brydon

DRE 01367466
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