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Miramonte student spreads awareness on Catalan Independence
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Inesi (left) talks to former Catalan president Quim Torra (right).

By Casey Scheiner

Most high school students
focus on a mixture of acade-
mics, athletics, and social ac-
tivities. However, one local
teenager has an even higher
priority: promoting aware-
ness for a major indepen-
dence movement in Spain.
Ardal Inesi, a junior at
Miramonte, recently com-
pleted work on his docu-
mentary “A Case for Catalan
Independence,” which he
filmed, narrated and edited.
Inesi was passionate
about independence for Cat-
alonia, a region in Northern
Spain containing the city of

Barcelona, from a young age.

His Catalan mother brought
him into an extended family
passionate about lifting Cat-
alonia from Spanish rule.

Consequently, Inesi is also
fluent in Catalan, the pri-
mary language of the region.

“A lot of my family lives
in Barcelona and its sur-
rounding area, so they all
speak Catalan around me,”
Inesi said. “My maternal
grandfather is a major advo-
cate for Catalan indepen-
dence.”

Last summer, Inesi fol-
lowed his grandfather’s con-
nections in this sphere and
traveled to Barcelona to
speak with many prominent
Catalan independence fig-
ures. In less than a month,
he interviewed three Catalan
presidents and three other
separatist leaders.

“It was really cool to be
in Barcelona talking to peo-
ple who are so influential in
resistance to Spanish control

of Catalunya,” Inesi said. “I
also got to go to Belgium to
interview an exiled former
Catalan president. All of

these interviews really put
the project in perspective.”

It’s impossible to con-
dense Inesi’s 72-minute doc-
umentary into a few sen-
tences, but the crux of his
argument revolves around
Catalonia’s history and cul-
ture being largely indepen-
dent of those of Spain. Addi-
tionally, he defended the
ideal of national self-
determination and applied
this principle to argue for
independence, citing mass
support for autonomy from
Catalan citizens.

“For much of its history,
Catalunya has been separate
from Spanish affairs,” Inesi
said. “Today, Catalans be-
lieve it should return to such
a system.”

Along with the desire to
promote Catalan indepen-
dence, Inesi recognized the
fact that many people are
unfamiliar with the unique
culture of the region. He
sought to change that with
this film.

“Most people have no
idea how distinct Catalonia’s
history and culture are from
those of Spain,” Inesi said
during the documentary.

The documentary,
though a labor of love, was a
time-consuming endeavor
for Inesi, as turning his in-
terview and narration
footage into a compact film
was a demanding task.

“I spent what felt like
weeks at my computer in my
basement grinding my pro-
ject,” Inesi laughed. “The

toughest part was making
subtitles for all of the parts
where Catalan was spoken.”
Though his documentary
was the culmination of his
efforts surrounding Catalan

independence, many in the
community already recog-
nized Inesi as a vocal propo-
nent of the cause.
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CERVAS

JANUARY 20, 21, 27, & 28* @ 8PM

*PAY-WHAT-YOU-LIKE PERFORMANCE

SAMT MARY 'S (OLLEGE

MEN'S RUGBY

JANUARY

07 TRINITY WESTERN UNIVERSITY | 1:00 PMm
14 UMIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA | 12:00 P
14 UC Davis | 2:00 Pm

21 CaL PoLy SLO [1:00 PM

FEBRUARY

11 CeEnNTRAL WASHIMNGTON LINI"."ERE-I'I“\"' 12:00 Pm

11 SanTa CLARA UNIVERSITY | 2:00 PM
25 GRAMD CANYOM UNIVERSTIY 1:00 P

MARCH

04 BYU | 1:00 Pm

25 UC BERKELEY | 1:00 PM

APRIL

15 D1A NamoNaL QUARTERFINALS
22 D1A MATIOMAL SEMIFIMALS

MAY

aF LUsa D1A NMaTiONAL CHAMPIONSHIFSIPS

The Gaels are off to a successhul start to the 22-23 season. We invite you to come out to Saint Mary's to
watch o game live and experience one of the fastest-growing sports in the country. The East Bay is home
to De La Salle High School Rugby, Lamorinda Youth Rugby and Danville Oaks Youth Rugby which has
produced some of the top athletes. SMC has claim to three National Championship titles in the collegiate
division. This year, there are five returning All-Americans who will lead the team to the top of the
leaderboard. Saint Mary’s Stadium is located in Moraga on 1928 Saint Mary’s Road. Ticket prices are

$10.00 for adults, 55.00 for 17 - 11-year-olds, and 10 and under are free.

Visit our website for game times, stadium policies and recruiting information.
www.gaelrugby.com




