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Plump purple-black olives on the tree

Photos Cynthia Brian
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Attract wildlife, especially birds, to your property by enticing them
with native plants, trees, shrubs, and flowers. These will provide a
consistent source of food throughout the year. Hang feeders, nesting
boxes, fountains, and birdbaths to welcome these avian guests who will
pollinate and protect your yard.

What’s happening on my property right now? Listening to the
cascading waterfalls, thunderous creeks, and croaking frogs brings joy
to my heart. Watching the birds find shelter throughout my landscape
indicates these feathered friends call my garden home. Newts and
salamanders are frequenting my pond. My camellia tree is full of buds
and blooming. Pink Bergenia brightens the understory of shrubs. The
37-year-old olive tree boasts big black olives, although I am not
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Greek fountains and ornamentation are popular this year.

planning on harvesting them. The hillsides are carpeted with sprouts
of wildflower seeds scattered in the fall. Sage and Madeira are dazzling
companions. The grass is emerald with new growth. Deciduous trees
fascinate with branches of architectural interest. Lemons, limes, and
tangerines knocked out of trees by the rains are gathered daily to use
in the kitchen. The ground is saturated and unable to drain quickly.
Retaining walls, gravel walks, and sandbags are protecting my home
from the deluge. Thousands of narcissi blossoms scent the air. The
heavy pruning of rose bushes will commence soon.

Indeed, with the stunning storms, hope and faith flower from the
cheerful seeds of the old year to the sprouting garden of this new year’s
dawn.

I am grateful. Stay safe and weather the storms.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy January!




