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Miramonte and UCLA alum Drew Bennett reflects on time in NFL

... continued from Page C1

After an excellent workout
that day, the 6’5” Bennett was
signed to a free agent contract
with the Tennessee Titans, a
team that was on the cusp of
being a top team in the NFL.

At Tennessee, Bennett was
once again starting at the bot-
tom, actually below the bot-
tom. “When I walked into the
receivers meeting room, there
was an X and Z (WR positions)
on the board with six names
under each and there was a
line underneath those names
and my name was underneath
that line in the middle.

When I asked Coach
(Steve) Walters why I was be-
low that line, he said that they
were considering bringing in
another defensive back for this
camp and if we do, we’re going
to cut you.”

Instead of flying to
Nashville, Bennett had driven
straight to Tennessee and used
that to plead his case to Wal-
ters. “I said, Coach, I just drove
here from Los Angeles, can
you at least let me get a pair of
shorts and let me get sweaty
once and not have to tuck my
tail between my legs and have
to drive back home?” Bennett
asked. “I was given the num-
ber 19 when receivers had to
wear numbers in the *80s and
my first thought was ‘This isn’t
good.”

And yet, with luck and cir-
cumstances, Bennett made the

team as their seventh wide re-
ceiver. “My roommate at train-
ing camp was Chris Sanders,
the team’s fourth string quar-
terback, and he had less of a
chance to make the team than
I did,” Bennett said. “We be-
came friends and he told me,
'If we ever get into a game to-
gether, I don’t care what hap-
pens, 'm going to throw you
every ball.' Chris was true to
his word and threw me every
single ball and I caught about
eight passes in the game.”

In the NFL, there’s an ex-
pression, “The more you can
do,” which can be a key in
making the team. Prior to a
preseason game, a drafted
rookie receiver, Eddie Berlin,
said he would not return punts
in that game. “The special
teams coach then asked me if I
could return punts and even
though I had never returned a
punt in my life, I told him of
course, and I was the second
team punt returner for that
game and after that, I was
moved ahead of Berlin on the
depth charts,” Bennett said.

On cutdown day, the team
was required to let the league
and the players know who was
being released. Bennett had
not been cut at that point and
called his mother who said
how sorry she was that he had
been cut, saying how she had
seen his name on the cut list
on the Titans website.

Once again, fate was on
Bennett’s side. Floyd Reese, the

team’s general manager ex-
plained to Drew how they al-
most cut him. “Prior to my be-
ing cut, Floyd took a call from
the Washington Redskins who
said they were going to sign
me if the Titans were going to
cut me,” Bennett said. ”Floyd
then changed his mind and the
Titans kept me on the active
roster.”

Coach Sanders once again
did not build up Bennett's con-
fidence. “He told me that I
shouldn’t buy a car because I
would probably be the first
player they would cut if they
needed a roster spot,” Bennett
said.

In Bennett’s first three
seasons with the Titans, he
caught 24, 33 and 32 passes
and then had a breakout year
in 2004 catching 80 passes for
1,247 yards and 15 touchdowns
though the team’s record was
5-11. “We had several injuries
that year and the team wasn't
very good,” Bennett said. “We
were always trailing and I re-
ally clicked with our new
quarterback, Billy Volek, and
he was passing to me a dozen
times a game so it was really
fun despite our record.”

After six seasons with the
Titans, Bennett signed a free
agent contract with the St.
Louis Rams and in his two
years there, the team had a
combined 5 and 27 record,
contributing to Bennett's deci-
sion to retire.

“It was life changing to get

my second contract with the
Rams but it was not the way
that I had wanted to finish my
career,” Bennett said “At that
point, I had lost some of my
love for football by that expe-
rience, and along with some
knee injuries, I decided it was
time to move on and see what
was next in my life.”

Still, when the playoffs be-
gin each year, Bennett does not
look away. “When I watch the
playoff games each year, it’s
the only time I ever miss foot-
ball,” Bennett said. “When we
prepared to play those games,
there was something so special
in the locker room, in the
buses, on the flights and in the
crowd for playoff football
knowing there was a chance to
play in the Super Bowl.”

Playing in the AFC cham-
pionship game in Oakland
against the Raiders was all the
more special for Bennett. “I
purchased 67 tickets for
friends and family for that
game and that didn’t count my
parents who were sitting in a
box,” Bennett said. “I just re-
member how intense and ex-
citing everything was.”

It was a close game with
Oakland ahead 27-24 before
the Raiders scored two late
touchdowns to win the game
41-24.

“I caught three passes that
day and beat Charles Woodson
for a touchdown which is
something I will always re-
member and to have all of my

family and friends at the game
was really awesome,” Bennett
said.

Since retiring in February
2009, Bennett and his wife,
Heather, moved to New York
City for a year as he commuted
three days a week to Bristol,
Conn., to do a morning show
on ESPN2. “It was the first time
in my life that I had no meet-
ings to get to, no weight or
strength to maintain, and I was
able to just relax and do some
TV work and explore New York
City,” Bennett said.

After Heather got preg-
nant, the Bennett’s moved back
to the Bay Area. “I coached
at Miramonte for four years
under Coach Jack Schram and I
really enjoyed that. We had
some good teams and won a
Division II NCS playoff title,”
Bennett said. “I was then of-
fered a job with a financial
firm, Union Bank of Switzer-
land, that I was already a client
of, eight years ago and I'm still
with them.”

Football is still a family
game for the Bennetts. “Our
two daughters (Dylan and
Blaine) are now 10 and 7 and
both are athletes. Our oldest
daughter is playing on an all-
girls flag football team in an
all-boys league and their
record is 2-2 and we’re looking
forward to the high schools
beginning flag football teams
for girls.”
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MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Lafayette, CA 94549
9252837620
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Custom Sctaure Sframera

After 30 years of service, we are
proud to reintroduce ourselves
as Anthony's Custom Picture
Framers. Family owned and
operated since 1991. Anthony
and Tony look forward to seeing
you soon and assisting you with
all your framing needs.

1020 Brown Ave, Suite A Monday by Appointment Only
Tues-Sat 10:30 am to 6:00 pm
By Appointment Only

anthonysCPF.com

$30 off your next order with this ad!

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.
Shower & Window Glass Specialist

» Frameless Shower Glass

» Shower Enclosures

» Custom Mirrors

» New Windows/Patio Doors
» Replacement & Installation
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3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER

925-284-9510

www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

* Custom Designs
* Expert Repairs
* Free Ring cleaning
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* Appraisals
* Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

I $5 off Watch Battery I
Reg $15, Now $10
I 1 watch battery per person. Exp. 3/29/23. Usually installed while you wait. I

W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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3645 Mt. Diablo BlVd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tues-Sat 10-5
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Physical Therapy
g Moved to:
- 3658 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
LAFAYETTE Suite 100
T Lafayette, CA 94549
925-284-6150 jwww.LafayettePT.com
Come see our beautiful new location!

www.lafayetteautobody.com

Lafayette Auto Body, Inc.

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421
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“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.

Piano Studio
Kﬁgs to sueeess

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

Offering a selection of thoughtful books including
local authors, biographies, history, philosophy,
current events, and classic literature. We also
carry a great selection of fiction, young adult,
and classic children’s books.

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-323-8969

ryegiazaryan@yahoo.com

Hours:

Lic. #177588

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette

www.blodgetts.com

925.284.4807

The UPS Store

Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
Sat 9-5, Sun closed
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Our location:
3527 Mt Diablo Bivd
Lafayette, CA 94549

v~ Shipping

v" Copying, Finishing
v/ Printing Services
store0202@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/0202

v'Notary Services
v Postal Services
v/ Business Services

Owner

Watch for Shop Orinda March 1.
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