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Ristorante Amoroma opens new tap
room/lounge at Rheem location
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Ristorante Amoroma adds new tap room/lounge Photo Vera Kochan

By Vera Kochan

Rheem Valley Shopping Cen-
ter’s Ristorante Amoroma (360
Park St., Moraga) turned the
restaurant’s former retail
space that once sold domestic
wines, pastas, and glassware
into a tap room/lounge.
During the summer of
2022, owner Hafiz Haidari de-
cided to add a community en-
gagement atmosphere to his
establishment. After revamp-
ing the patio dining area,
Haidari decided to sell his re-

tail stock in order to make
room for his new endeavor,
which had a successful Jan. 24
soft opening. “Bringing in the
Saint Mary’s College kids and
casually-minded people is our
goal,” stated his son and Floor
Manager Hasib.

While nothing has
changed in the restaurant it-
self, the taproom next door
contains plenty of wooden
chairs, tables, stools, and three
flat-screen televisions to give
the place a completely differ-
ent vibe from the quiet bistro a
few steps away. You can’t have

a taproom without beer on tap,
and Amoroma offers craft beer
from local brewers such as
Ghost Town Brewing and Side
Gate Brewery. They also serve
wine by the glass or customers
can purchase a bottle to have
with their meal from dozens of
choices displayed on the
shelves.

While enjoying beverages
and TV in the new tap room,
patrons can order off the
restaurant menu. Eventually,
an additional tap room menu
will feature finger foods bor-
rowing from Amoroma’s ap-
petizer menu and more tradi-
tional bar food offerings.

“I sit in both sides,” said
Steve, an Amoroma regular. “It
was Chez Maurice before they
moved in. It’s looking nice. It
looks like it’s going to be a nice
addition to the place. It’s nice
to come and watch a game on
TV, and you can’t beat the
food,” he replied while enjoy-
ing a hearty bowl of soup.

The hours of operation are
11 a.m. to 8 p.m., daily. Walk-
ins are welcome in the tap
room. For more information
call (925) 377-7662.

“We also re-did our pri-
vate room,” added Hasib, “and
the patio will be opening soon.
Come on down!”
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500th win for SMC basketball coach

... continued from Page A1l

“Gonzaga wants to play up and
down and it’s to their advan-
tage to push hard but we’re a
good transition D team and we
work on it a lot. We try and
slow down everybody we play.
You’re just not going to get easy
baskets on us and it’s the best
way for us to win at Saint
Mary’s.”

At the half, Bennett did not
make many adjustments. “We
were pretty calm because I
thought we were doing a good
job,” Bennett said. “We just
weren't scoring, and our shot
selection wasn’t good. I just
said, ‘Hey, let’s make this hap-
pen. I think things will turn our
way if we just clean up our
shots.”

Clean up they did with
Saint Mary’s connecting on 17
of 29 shots after the first half.

Even with a poor shooting
first half, Mahaney never
changed his mindset. “I just
trusted myself and trusted the
work I've put in,” Mahaney
said. “I figured the ball would
eventually go in if I just keep
trusting it. It’s about confi-
dence and my confidence isn't
fake because I put in the work.”

After hitting a key 3-point
uncalled bank shot, Mahaney
accepted the basket philosoph-
ically. “I felt I was due for one,”
Mahaney said. “I had a couple
of ins and outs in the first half
so I'll just call it the law of per-
centages and it just evened out
the right way.”

Based on that week’s per-
formance, Mahaney was again
named the WCC freshman of
the week for the sixth straight
week and the ninth time out of
13 weeks.

Bennett shared the confi-
dence that Mahaney had for his
game. “I think Aidan just has
‘it,” Bennett said. “A lot of guys
would fold, hanging their heads
and finishing the game like
that, but that’s where Aidan is
special. He's a really good com-
petitor and he plays to win and
has a great belief in himself.”

The front court of center
Mitchell Saxen (who was just
named WCC player of the
week) and forwards Alex Ducas
and Kyle Bowen controlled the
boards with 27 of Saint Mary’s
37 rebounds, and only allowed
Gonzaga to get two offensive
rebounds. Saxen with 15 points
and 11 rebounds had his third
straight double-double and he
put the game into overtime
with a layup in the last five
seconds of regulation.

“Mitchell had a sneaky
good game against Gonzaga’s
big men,” Bennett said. “He
was able to control the boards
and was able to help out on
(Gonzaga’s All-American for-
ward Drew) Timme. That ad-
justment made us better defen-
sively and we were able to take

the lead and win the game. By
the end, they were tired of
chasing us around and we were
tired of chasing them around
but eventually defenses will
break after that long. That's
what happened and Aidan hit
some shots.”

Despite an off night shoot-
ing from the outside, Mahaney
was particularly effective dri-
ving to the basket and scoring
with either hand, something he
had not been successful with at
the beginning of the season. “I
was going to the basket early in
the season, but I just wasn't
making the shots,” Mahaney
said. “I trust my work. (Grad
assistant) Cory Lazarz is out
there with me every day. I'm
here exactly two hours and five
minutes before every single
game to try to get my shots up.
Everything I do is to try and get
better. I've been able to finish
my legs recently, using my left
hand and right hand, trying to
be unstoppable, finishing it on
either side.”

After outscoring Gonzaga
17-9 in the overtime period, the
players were pleased that the
fans did not storm the court.
“We are making this a thing
now where we want to be able
to rival with Gonzaga every
time,” said Mahaney who was
playing his first game against
the Bulldogs. “This wasn’t an
upset or anything like that.
We’re not just going to talk
about it, we’re going to put in
the work.”

Having just played Gon-
zaga for the 61st time, Bennett
had a different perspective. “I
wish they would have rushed
the court,” Bennett said. “Dog-
gone it, we should have waved
them out. The kids want to
have fun, let them have fun.
Some may say that we were
supposed to beat them, but to
me, the reality is, it was a heck-
uva win. Gonzaga is good and
no one’s run a program better
in the last 15 years. So, when
you win a game like that, storm
the court and celebrate the
victory!”

The intensity of the crowd
brought Bennett back to an NIT
game in 2009 when Saint
Mary’s defeated Davidson 80-68
despite Stephen Curry scoring
26 points. “That’s the only
game where a crowd compared
with tonight’s crowd.”

When the fans stormed the
court after that game, Davidson
Coach Bob McKillop was awed
with the support given to the
Gaels: "It just blows my mind
that they have this kind of
crowd. This is very similar to
[Duke's] Cameron [Indoor Sta-
dium] in terms of the noise
level, the heat, the intensity, the
passion. Saint Mary's deserves
credit for that."

Besides leading the West
Coast Conference by two
games, the Gaels are now
ranked 15th in the Associated

Press Poll and 14th in the USA
Today Coaches Poll, moving
ahead of Gonzaga who are now
ranked 16th.

After the win over San
Francisco, Bennett took the
time to reflect on his 22 seasons
at Saint Mary’s and what it took
to win 500 games at one insti-
tution, sharing the credit all
around: “First,  work in a great
place, and it doesn't happen
unless you want to keep your
job. Two, have great players
and coaches which help you
keep your job and then three,
work at a place that supports
you and gives you the opportu-
nities, the resources, and val-
ues men's Division I college
basketball. I know the deal. I'm
very, very blessed and very ap-
preciative of the opportunity
I've been given and I've just
been lucky to have a lot of good
people along the way so I to-
tally see it as a good thing.”

E Z MOVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPEGIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

placieg fumitare, stling op kilchen, oegarahing cdossls, cepboards and domeirs

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominatzd by SCORE 925.330.1988
for Qirtsianaling helin@Ecareireamoves net
Woman-Owned Small Busingss W carefreamowes net

©OG WD D

Hours of operation
Mon-Sat 9am -Gopm
Office and Yard.

Or call for an
appointment.

ON SELECT UNITS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.
ONE FOR RIS TREASURES AND ONE FOR HERS.

AARAA

Ln:m@smcs

Store It Yourself & Save

FOR 4 MONTHS

GOOD THROUGH 2.28.23

RENTESPACE 2 RHEEM
455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F ™ ;
(925) 643-2026 |+ \ " |

WWw. SAsSpace.com




