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7%, READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

2 Time to get started with
+* Chris & Tracy.

We provide our clients with one-on-one attention and custom solutions throughout
every step of the transaction. When you call us, you get us ...
team members. Let’s discuss your real estate goals today!

True client-focused, luxury real estate experience.
Contact Chris & Tracy today for more information.

Chris Swim DRE 00943989 | Tracy Keaton DRE 01051349
925.766.1447 | chris@chrisswim.com | chrisswim.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235.

not an endless line of
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Orinda recognizes Black History Month

By Sora O’Doherty

At its Feb. 7 City Council meet-
ing, Orinda adopted a procla-
mation recognizing February
as Black History Month. Read
into the record by Mayor Inga
Miller, the proclamation ac-
knowledges Black History
Month, also known as African
American History Month, as
an annual celebration and
recognition of the tremendous
achievements by Black Amer-
icans in all aspects of Ameri-
can life and a time for ac-
knowledging their important
role in U.S. history.

The proclamation states
that the Orinda City Council
feels it is important to com-
municate its support for in-
clusivity and respect in the
city, and that the council en-

courages all members of the
community to remember and
celebrate the contributions
that African Americans have
made to the nation as well as
the importance of diversity
and inclusion in our commu-
nity, concluding that racial
equality must always be a
cornerstone of democracy.

In 1926, Carter Goodwin
Wilson, a Black historian, es-
tablished a week to recognize
the accomplishments of Black
American citizens, which has
become one of the cultural
landmarks of contemporary
America. The second week of
February was chosen for the
event because it coincided
with the birthday of Abraham
Lincoln on Feb. 12 and of
Frederick Douglass on Feb. 14.

The proclamation noted

that the Orinda Library is
proud to celebrate Black His-
tory Month with all the Contra
Costa libraries, and has part-
nered with local authors,
artists, historians, activists,
and regular folks doing extra-
ordinary things to bring some
important programs to the
community, with live and vir-
tual events that include art
exhibits, conversations with
poets, and workshops where
Black History is taught and
shared by those who are ex-
periencing it.

Library Manager Michael
Beller, who attended the Zoom
meeting, agreed that the Li-
brary collection offers several
resources describing Black
experiences, and if residents
seek further information re-
garding what to read, view, or

listen to, as they recognize
Black History Month, the
Orinda library staff is happy
to provide many reading and
listening options. Beller added
that he is always happy to an-
swer any questions from the
public.

The proclamation spoke to
the joint resolution adopted
by the city and the school dis-
trict to adopt a resolution
supporting Inclusion, Diver-
sity and Equity in the commu-
nity. As part of those efforts,
the Orinda Union School Dis-
trict has developed a curricu-
lum to celebrate Black History
Month highlighting the myr-
iad ways Black Americans
have contributed to the fabric
of our country, with a focus on
different themes and activities
for each grade level.
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ORINDA GARDEN CLUB

PLANT SALE

*Succulents <Perennials

*Vegetable Plants including 20+ Tomato Varieties
*Ask the Plant Expert <Firewise Landscaping <Garden Marketplace

April 15th 9am - 1pm Orinda Library Plaza

www.orindagc.org

*Pollinators

*Natives/Drought Tolerant

Head Frog Mo Williams
The one-call plumber

Gas, Water & Sewer
e Emergency service
* High Pressure Jetter for

Sewer & French Drain cleaning

e Repairs & installation
e Video sewer inspection

Plumbing is the heart

offers a whole-house
checkup so you know all
systems are “go.”

of the home.
LeapFrog

In-person meetings to return next month

By Sora O’Doherty

Following an announcement
by California Gov. Gavin New-
som that the COVID-19 state of
emergency will end on Feb.
28, the Orinda City Council
has concluded that it needs to
return to in-person meetings
beginning in March. At its
meeting on Jan. 17, the city
council discussed the possibil-
ity of continuing to allow
members of the community to
attend the meetings via the
Zoom conference application.
City Attorney Osa Wolff ex-
plained the prior rules before
COVID and the new rules that
might be in effect for future
meetings. City Clerk Sheri
Smith explained some of the
difficulties about hosting hy-
brid meetings that would have
the city council meet in per-
son but allow the public to
participate by Zoom.

The state-wide state of
emergency that allowed pub-
lic meetings to be held on
Zoom was put in place on Oct.
5, 2021. Since that time, as re-
quired by state law, the City
Council has determined that
they desire to continue remote
public meetings and make the
necessary findings at least
every 30 days.

The staff report noted
that, while there are some
constraints and obstacles to
overcome regarding hybrid
meetings, recent changes to
the Brown Act have made it
easier to utilize a teleconfer-
encing option on an ongoing

basis if certain conditions are
met. Many residents and
other attendees at City Council
meetings may wish to be able
to continue to participate re-
motely as well. Some cities,
such as Foster City, have
adopted a hybrid meeting pol-
icy where council meetings
are held in person but partici-
pants can attend via Zoom.

Vice Mayor Darlene Gee
expressed interest in explor-
ing a hybrid scenario. She also
asked, in the event that the
council went back to in-
person meetings, if streaming
on the YouTube platform
would be less “clunky” than
the previous method of
streaming used by the city.
Smith said that would be pos-
sible, and agreed that it would
be a simpler streaming
method. She added that two-
way participation via Zoom is
definitively possible, but may
be more difficult and expen-
sive.

The city clerk and the
council discussed various pos-
sible venues for hybrid meet-
ings. The difficulty, the clerk
explained, was the staff time
and effort required to set up
and take down equipment for
a Zoom meeting where the li-
brary auditorium is used for
many events. The Sarge Lit-
tlehale Community Room
would be easier, but it is
smaller. Mayor Inga Miller
suggested that there might be
benefits to using the commu-
nity center at Wilder, but
noted that there have been
problems with acoustics in the

past, and that the location
might present an obstacle to
staff going back and forth to
the City Hall. Smith noted,
“Anything is possible with the
right resources and people.”

In a discussion of the
rules that would govern re-
mote attendance for council
members via Zoom, Gee noted
that, although she travels for
business, during COVID she
missed only one meeting be-
cause it was possible for her to
attend via Zoom. Woliff ex-
plained that the new rules
would allow remote partici-
pation in certain circum-
stances, such as illness of the
council member or a family
member, but exclude business
travel. In all circumstances, a
majority of the council mem-
bers will have to be present in
person, meaning that at most
two members could appear
remotely, according to City
Manager David Biggs.

While city staff considers
that logistical considerations
of returning to in-person
meetings on any basis other
than the prior traditional for-
mat, might prevent the city
from offering a hybrid option,
they agreed to explore offer-
ing a teleconference option in
addition to the in-person
meetings given council inter-
est in that possibility. The
matter will return to the city
council at a later meeting,
when staff will present op-
tions, including associated
costs, including both one-time
technology needs and any on-
going costs.
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Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

* Facelift
Facial Implants

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

Before

Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

* Fillers
(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)

* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment
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e Copper re-piping 1
\  $200 off
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¢ Preventive checkups
* Water heater specialist Tank,

Tankless, Hybrid tankless/hybrid water heater

installation’

*1 coupon per service, exp. 3/15/23

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

. ©29377-6600 E

e www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels

* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD TAMPLEN
Orinda Office:
77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-444-0824

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

and Reconstructive Surgeon.




