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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
March In
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The blooms of flowering Bradford pear trees are ubiquitous.

By Cynthia Brian

“No occupation is so delightful to me as the culture of the earth, and no
culture comparable to that of the garden.” — Thomas Jefferson

Throw open your windows! Inhale the sweet smells of the blossoms.
Bradford pears, cherry plums, crabapple, peach, and tulip magnolias are
in full bloom. Flocks of doves have begun their annual aerial acrobats,
raptors are Kettling in the warmer thermals, cows are happily grazing on
the green grass, and bees are buzzing and pollinating. The hills are emer-
ald, the creeks are flowing, and sunny daffodils brighten our roadways.
Spring is in the air!

As excited as I am to start sowing summer veggies, it is still too early.
March is a month to peruse catalogs and groom our beds as nature’s win-
ter slumber awakens. This is a month of garden transition with unpre-
dictable weather, chilly mornings, warm afternoons, and frosty nights. Ad-
ditional rain is necessary and anticipated.

With preparation and care, we can give our gardens a boost for spring

Fragrant Peter Pan daffodils.
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by cleaning our garden beds. Remove dead leaves, branches, and debris
that have accumulated over winter. By doing so we’ll prevent pests and
diseases from invading while making our gardens tidier and ready for
planting in April and May.

It seems that overnight my garden burst into bloom. The Amaryllis that
I've been carefully tending opened its eyes to my delight. Bright pink Berge-
nia is bigger and fuller this year and even the yellow shamrocks are already
on display, pre-St. Patrick’s Day. Many gardeners find oxalis to be a noxious
weed, but I welcome it in my landscape. It covers the barren soil with elec-
tric yellow flowers and delicate clover-like leaves. I find it very pretty, and
I've been growing it for several years without it invading unwanted loca-
tions. Purple bearded iris don’t last long in bouquets, yet they are stunning
and fragrant in the garden. Poor man’s saffron, more commonly known as
calendula, has self-seeded on my hillside in blooms of orange and yellow.
Red, pink, and white cyclamen are stretching their buds between the ferns
while azaleas transform the garden from dull to dazzling. Winter is waning.
The garden is marching on. ... continued on Page D9



