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Mayor Mike, Citizen of the
Year - diplomacy, patience
and grace under pressure

Mike Anderson
By Pippa Fisher

This year’s Citizen of the Year
award goes to Mike Anderson —
a name familiar to most
Lafayette residents for his 25
years of volunteer civic posi-
tions. But if his many, many
years of service have been im-
pressive, what people remem-
ber most is his calm, welcoming
demeanor along with his re-
spectful leadership style.

City Manager Niroop Sri-
vatsa reflects, “Mayor Mike, as
he is fondly called by city staff,
has taught me diplomacy, pa-
tience and how to remain
graceful under pressure. His
ability to develop consensus be-
tween people of opposing view-
points is legendary as is his
keen sense of humor.”

The vote for Anderson was
unanimous this year in what is
the 72nd Lafayette Citizen of the
Year (no award was given in
2021).

Anderson was appointed to
the Planning Commission in
2000. He served on the Down-
town Specific Plan Committee
and was elected to the city
council in 2004, serving as
mayor for five years, including
two back-to-back years when a
prior mayor stepped down, be-
fore retiring in 2021. He was the
2021 Ann Deny Award recipient.

A graduate of UC Berkeley,
Anderson worked for East Bay
Regional Park District as Assis-
tant General Manager for Plan-
ning/Stewardship and Develop-
ment. He says that his job with
EBRPD, which involved visiting
the different cities where they
had projects planned or being
implemented, led smoothly to
his transition into public ser-
vice. “So I got to see city gov-
ernment in both Alameda and
Contra Costa counties.” He says
he saw all sorts of local govern-
ment styles, from old-school to
Lafayette where everyone had a
chance to have a voice. “I got a
good feeling for Lafayette.”

Fast forward 25 years and
another former mayor and pre-
vious Citizen of the Year, Don
Tatzin has done the math. “At a
rate of approximately three
meetings per month (and often
more), this means he (Ander-
son) attended over 1,000 meet-
ings on behalf of Lafayette resi-
dents and businesses.” Tatzin
adds that meetings are like ice-
bergs. “What the public sees is
participation in a meeting.
What they miss, because it is
work that council members and
comimissioners do alone, are the
hours of preparation that occur
to be ready.”

Anderson says he is most
proud of how the city handled
the COVID crisis, especially in
terms of finding support to help
small businesses cope, and
making sure they had all the in-
formation they needed to access
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the money that was available in
grants. “I think we were really
out in front of recognizing there
was going to be a need there.”
He credits Cam Burks who was
on the council at that time, for
helping him understand the se-
riousness of the situation at an
early stage, enabling the city to
think and act proactively.

As for the biggest chal-
lenge? Anderson says that the
Regional Housing Needs Alloca-
tion numbers were, and still
are, the biggest challenge. “The
job is to help people feel com-
fortable with what we have no
control over. We can’t not do it,”
he says referring to state-
mandated housing require-
ments. “And people don’t want
to hear that. People have a fear
of losing the character of the
city, and there’s some truth to
that.”

Given that the housing has
to happen, Anderson’s approach
was always to encourage people
to weigh in on making develop-
ment the best it can be, by look-
ing at such things as design. He
acknowledges that over time he
learned it’s impossible to make
everyone happy, but you can
listen and find common points
that are good and at least in-
clude those good components in
what has to happen.

Tatzin recognizes this gift
for listening and finding com-
mon ground. “Mike always has
a calming demeanor which
leads others to adopt a similar
disposition, and which goes a
long way to reduce the level of
vitriol that often occurs in pub-
lic debate in current times.”
Tatzin notes that when contro-
versial topics arose, Anderson
would listen to all residents and
find a way to incorporate their
concerns into his decision.

Longtime Chamber of Com-
merce Board Member Kathy
Merchant says that just two
words define a perfect facilita-
tor: “Mike Anderson.”

Merchant says that Ander-
son has played a key role in
shaping the things that repre-
sent the best of Lafayette. “He is
patient, smart and intelligent,”
she says, continuing, “Several
years ago, sitting on the Down-
town Strategy Advisory Com-
mittee chaired by Mike, I
watched him orchestrate a ca-
cophony of views with perfect
pitch.”

Anderson remains opti-
mistic about the future. He says
that while there will be more
people living here, as long as
people continue to wave to one
another, that’s what builds
community. “It’s simple stuff.”

Now, with a little more time
on his hands, he is certainly
keeping busy. He and his wife
Courtney walk daily and enjoy
greeting people along the way.
He continues to grow tomatoes
in the summer and brew beer.
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I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!
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Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 37 years.

925.376.7777
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

137 THARP DRIVE MORAGA | PENDING

4 Bed | 2 Bath
Listed at $1.946,000
Represented buyer

No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what

improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at

closing. But what are those improvements? Let's work together well before a
sale so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LEFAYETTE.
City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, March 13, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, March 6, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, March 29, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

COMPASS

Cul-De-Sac

Moraga Beauty
Skl

83 Marie Place, Moraga
4 Bed | 2.5 Bath | 2,414 SF | .28 Acre

Situated at the end of an enviable flat
cul-de-sac sits this wonderful single-story
rancher. This sunlit home enjoys an open
floorplan and a delightful backyard.

83 Marie Place is the quintessential
definition of California indoor-outdoor
living at its finest.

83MariePlace.com

Offered at $1,995,000

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466
Follow us @brydonives

BRYDON &IVES
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Compar
subjec
be cor

rces deemed relioble but is
y listed. Nothing herein shall




