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Special election to allow Orinda residents to vote
on a new school parcel tax

By Sora O’Doherty

The only polls open in Contra
Costa County on March 7 will
be in Orinda, where residents
will be able to vote on a new
proposed parcel tax of $295
per parcel to support Orinda
schools. The new tax would
last for seven years and is an-
ticipated to provide somewhat
over $2 million per year for
the schools. In order to pass,
the measure needs to receive
two-thirds of the votes cast.
Persons over the age of 65
may opt for a waiver and not
pay the tax. Because itis a
special election, the Orinda
Union School Board will have
to bear the expense of the
election, but this is common
for school financing matters.
As is often heard at OUSD
meetings, Orinda is among the
districts receiving the lowest
funding from the state of Cali-

fornia. In 2013 the state of
California adopted the Local
Control Funding Formula
(LCFF) with the object of pro-
viding more state funding for
districts that inherently had

less money, in addition to
boosting the money that
flowed to school districts that
had more English language
learners, children from lower
income households and foster
youth.

Despite low funding from

the state, Orinda has received

a great deal of additional

funding from the community
itself. The parcel taxes are in

addition to other funding
mechanisms, such as bond
measures. In addition, local
schools raise funds from do-
nations, a field that has re-
cently been brought under the

umbrella of ONE Orinda, the

Orinda Network for Educa-

tion, that works with all of the

school parent clubs on

fundraising.

According to OUSD Super-
intendent Aida Glimme, the
new measure, know as Mea-
sure Z, would be added to the
existing two measures ap-
proved by Orinda voters in
2003 and 2009, neither of
which has an end date. Mea-
sure A provides the schools
with $385 per parcel and
measure B provides an addi-
tional $124 per parcel. If
Measure Z passes, Orinda res-
idents would be paying $804
annually per parcel for school
support for the next seven
years.

The new parcel tax is in-
tended to maintain core acad-
emic instruction in science,
technology, engineering,
math, arts, music, reading and
writing programs by attract-
ing and retaining highly qual-
ified teachers, specialist and
staff and preserving small
class sizes. The tax will not

fund administrative salaries,
and will be subject to an inde-
pendent citizens’ oversight
committee.

No argument against the
proposed tax was submitted,
but an argument in favor of
the tax was submitted by State
Sen. Steve Glazer, former
mayor Sue Severson, and rep-
resentatives of ONE and sev-
eral parents and grandparents
of Orinda students.

Polls will be open on elec-
tion day from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
at Holy Shepherd Lutheran
Church, Santa Maria Church
and St. Stephens Episcopal
Church. In addition, ballots
may be dropped into official
ballot drop boxes located at
Orinda City Hall and the Con-
tra Costa Department of Elec-
tions in Martinez. The elec-
tions department expects to
have final results of the elec-
tion available by March 17.

Orinda takes return to in-person meetings slowly

By Sora O’Doherty

Mandated by the end of the
COVID-19 State of Emergency
to return to in-person meet-
ings, the Orinda City Council
decided on Feb. 21 to proceed
slowly with a hybrid option.
City Manager David Biggs,
who presented the staff report
to the council, noted that
since he was hired during the
pandemic, he has actually
never attended an in-person
council meeting. While the
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council heard and considered
options for having a hybrid
option to allow members of
the public to continue to at-
tend city council meetings via
the Zoom meeting platform,
the council decided to try
simply returning to in-person
meetings for the first two
meetings in March.

In March, the council will
return to its usual meeting
place, the Orinda Library Au-
ditorium, with all required
staff and council members
present in person. The Li-
brary Auditorium appeals to
the council because itis a
very large venue, allowing for
the attendance of many peo-
ple but still permitting a de-
gree of social distancing. In-
sofar as the continued use of
Zoom in that room, however,
it is complicated, according to
Biggs and City Clerk Sheri
Smith, by the fact that the
venue is used by many groups
for a variety of events, which
means that the technical
equipment cannot be left in
place but needs to be rein-
stalled each time it is needed.

As an alternative, the
council considered holding
meetings in the Sarge Little-
hale room, a smaller venue at
city hall where there would

be less difficulty with the
equipment. Currently the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District
has been holding hybrid
Zoom meetings from the
Sarge Room, as it is known.
However, Mayor Inga Miller
was concerned about the
smaller size of the room mak-
ing social distancing difficult
and making it less attractive
to groups who would like to
attend the meetings, for ex-
ample, Scout troops who
might like to lead the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Vice Mayor Darlene Gee
said that while she has no
problem starting back in the
Sarge Room, she didn’t favor
it for the long term. She sug-
gested that participation via
Zoom has not been very high
during the pandemic and that
during the transition data
should be collected and eval-
uated to determine the benefit
of hybrid meetings. Council
Member Latika Malkani
agreed, noting that “the one
thing that COVID taught us is
that we have to be flexible.”

Additionally, the council
agreed that it would be a good
idea to keep an eye on what
other jurisdictions are doing
and how it is working out.
Council Member Janet Riley

summed it up: “I think we
should take baby steps and
evaluate it as we go slowly,
trying different approaches.”

City Attorney Osa Wolff
spent some time explaining
the possibility of council
members attending meetings
via Zoom under AB 2449. The
new law provides that council
members may attend via
Zoom under certain circum-
stances, including in the event
of the illness of the council
member or a family member,
or when the council member
is traveling for the business of
the council, but not for per-
sonal business travel. The
procedures are rather com-
plicated, and the council
agreed that, while the possi-
bility remains available, as a
norm they prefer to simply
miss a meeting in the event of
illness or absence.

There was no public com-
ment during the meeting, but
Steve Cohn submitted a writ-
ten comment that Zoom had
been very helpful to people
who might have disabilities
involving mobility or hearing
and he encouraged the coun-
cil to continue with Zoom or a
similar format.

Spring productions

... continued from Page A1l

This year, the “Grease”
cast created a TikTok account,
and their first video went
viral, reaching over 3 million
views. “We decided to make a
TikTok because we figured it
would be a fun way for the
cast to bond. We also thought
it was a good way to publicize
the show because many
poeple have worked very
hard to bring the show
together, and it should get all
the attention it deserves,” said
senior Sabrina Hernandez,
who plays Betty Rizzo.

The cast is extremely
excited for performances to
begin. “I feel very proud of
the show we’ve created. I
would say that our cast has a
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special bond, and we’ve all
gotten very close over the
past few months. When the
show is over, I will miss
playing Danny since it’s
grown to be one of my
favorite roles. We hope to see
you at Rydell High!” Aguilar
said.

Acalanes’s musical,
“Legally Blonde,” is set at a
much more prestigious
school: Harvard University.
From March 22-25, Acalanes’
theater will be home to the
bubbly and sharp-witted Elle
Woods - played by junior Lux
Downing Griggs — and the
charming and well-read
Emmett Forrest — played by
sophomore Cameron Zeder.
Supported by her Delta Nu
sorority sisters, Elle Woods
chases the man of her dreams
to Harvard, embarking on a
journey of self-discovery
which involves eventful visits
to the beauty salon, many
Harvard law lectures, and
innumerable moments of
female empowerment.

The show is directed by
Hawkins, who teaches at both
Miramonte and Acalanes, and
drama teacher Edward
Meehan. Like “Grease,”
“Legally Blonde” is led by

teacher directors, but is fully
student produced. “All of our
performers have been
working very hard to
fine-tune their acting, singing,
and dancing. In addition, our
directors, pit orchestra,
stagecraft team, and costume
designers have been putting
in so much hard work.
Everyone involved in “Legally
Blonde” cares a lot about how
the show will turn out,”
junior Monty Gumabay, who
plays Professor Callahan,
said.

Now, the only thing these
performances need is an
audience. “When we have a
live audience in front of us,
they bring the energy, the
reactions, the applause, and
the laughter, which is the last
piece of the puzzle,” Hawkins
said.

Whether joining the
newsies in their strike against
newspaper publisher Joseph
Pulitzer, driving around with
the greasers in the automatic,
systematic, and hydromatic
Greased Lighting, or hanging
out with Bruiser at the Old
Valley Mall - or all three -
come out and support these
talented high schoolers!

Ticket information: For Miramonte’s show, “Grease,”
visit www.showtix4u.com/event-details/70947. For

Campolindo’s show, “Newsies,” visit
http://campochoir.com/tickets/. Acalanes ticket sales
open March 6 at www.ahsperformingarts.org.
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