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The Miramonte High School cast of “Grease” rehearse the song “Summer Nights” featuring Danny Zuko (junior Diego Aguilar) and Sandy

Dumbrowski (junior Lauren Wagner).
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High school students prep for fun spring productions

By Ashley Dong

In just a couple of weeks, a musical flurry of tap-
dancing newsboys, hand-jiving greasers, and bend-
and-snapping sorority girls will take to the stages of
Lamorinda’s three high schools. For two fantastic
weeks of performances, the musical theater casts of
Campolindo, Miramonte, and Acalanes high schools
proudly present “Newsies,” “Grease,” and “Legally
Blonde” - respectively.

To kick off the performances, Campolindo’s mu-
sical opens on March 10, whisking its audience back
in time to the turn of the 19th century. Led by long-
time director David Pinkham, Campolindo students
are excited to put on “Newsies,” a captivating musi-
cal based on the revolutionary newsboys’ strike of
1899. In the streets of New York, orphaned newsboy
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Jack Kelly - played by junior Gavin Juni in the World
Cast and senior Charlie Hansen in the Sun Cast — will
lead his clan of newsies in a strike to protest the
raised prices of newspapers, or “paps” as the
newsies call them.

Out of all three schools, Campolindo is the only
school with two casts, each with over 100 perform-
ers. “Our casts are dedicated and enthusiastic. I'm
proud of their commitment to the quality ‘bar’ we
have set over the years and of the tremendous par-
ticipation. Many in this show will have spent practi-
cally every night in the theater from January to the
middle of March,” Pinkham said. “Newsies” will run
from March 10-12 and March 17-19 with four shows
for each cast.

“I'm so proud of our casts for putting so much
energy and excitement into the shows, and I’'m really
looking forward to performing in this amazing pro-
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Residents take to the polls for
Measure Z parcel tax March 7 final
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duction!” said sophomore Sofia Rose, who plays the
newsie, Race.

The next show to open is Miramonte’s produc-
tion of “Grease” on March 17. Set at Rydell High, the
new girl Sandy Dumbrowski — played by junior Lau-
ren Wagner - and the leader of the greasers Danny
Zuko - played by junior Diego Aguilar — struggle to
sustain their summer romance as they navigate the
ups and downs of high school in this iconic ’50s mu-
sical. Directed by drama teacher Heather Cousins
and choir teacher Meredith Hawkins, the show will
run March 17-19 and March 25-26. The show is pri-
marily student-produced: the stagecraft class built
the set, designed the costumes, and will run lights
and sound during the shows, while a student band
plays the live soundtrack.

... continued on Page A6
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What a difference a week
makes. Lamorinda residents
were hit with weather
whiplash during the week of
Feb. 20, with 70-degree
weather, sunny skies and a
blanket of daffodil blooms
gracing hillsides on the corner
of Happy Valley and Deer Hill
roads in Lafayette as well as
~ near the Moraga Commons
and at Orindawoods, showing
signs of an early spring on Feb.
21, before just three days later
morphing to a wintry land-
scape, with strong winds and
chilly temps that brought a
light dusting of snow to Lam-
Photo Sora O'Doherty grinda hillsides on Feb. 24.
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CHARMER

Coming Soon!

BURTON VALLEY

3 Bedroom |2 Bath
1553+ Sq. Ft.|.27 Acre Lot

DanaGreenleam

Coming

HAPPY VALLEY
RETREAT

6 Bedroom | 4.5 Bath
5250+ Sq. Ft.|1.23+ Acre Lot

3 New Lafayette Listings Coming Soon!

Soon!

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918 | DRE 01482454

Coming Soon!
RELIEZ VALLEY
REMODEL

5 Bedroom | 3.5 Bath
3438+ Sq. Ft.| .64+ Acre Lot

COMPASS

City returns to in-person public meetings on March 1

Coinciding with the end of state’s
COVID-19 State of Emergency Order on
Feb. 28, all regular city of Lafayette
public meetings will return to being
held in-person starting March 1. The
city plans to offer the ability for mem-

bers of the public to participate virtu-
ally in regular meetings of the City
Council, Planning Commission, Design
Review Commission and
Transportation-Circulation Commis-
sion, but cannot guarantee that tech-

nical difficulties will not occur. Unless
required by the Brown Act, the meet-
ing will continue despite technical dif-
ficulties for participants using the
teleconferencing (Zoom) option.
Meeting locations as well as instruc-

tions to make public comments via
Zoom will be detailed on the meeting
agendas, located on the city's website.
—-J. Wake

Aunt of George Floyd and author of 'Lift Your Voice' visits Lafayette

Author Angela Harrelson

By Sharon K. Sobotta

When Angela Harrelson’s
nephew died under the knee
of former Minneapolis Police
Officer Derek Chauvin on May
25, 2020, people in Lamorinda
and across the country took
notice while pondering what
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could be done for a more just,
inclusive world. Harrelson
will add her voice to the local
conversation at 7 p.m. March
13 at Town Hall Theatre, as
she shares her story as the
aunt of the man much of the
world came to know posthu-

mously as George Perry Floyd.

BATTERSBY.

Lafayette Council Member
Wei-Tai Kwok still remembers
coming together with others in
Lafayette in June 2020, just
weeks after Floyd's death. "I
participated in an unprece-
dented gathering and Black
Lives Matter march (organized
by local high school students)
from downtown Lafayette
Plaza, over to the Veteran's
Hall, and then back. In my 20
years living in this city, I have
not seen a larger and more
emotional crowd," Kwok re-
members. Kwok believes Har-
relson's voice is an important
one for residents to hear. "In a
world with so many other
crises and challenges consum-
ing our time, energy and
mindshare, Angela Harrel-
son's voice is a personal and
timely reminder to stay the
course."

Harrelson first met her
nephew when she was 17,
when Floyd’s mother returned
to her childhood home with 5-
year-old Floyd and his four
siblings. As one of 14 children
and the daughter of share-
croppers, Harrelson grew up
humbly.

“We were very poor. We
didn’t have indoor plumbing.
Our house could have easily
been condemned,” Harrelson
says. “We didn’t have much of
anything, but we had a house
full of love. I remember little
Perry (George Floyd). He was
so humble and sweet. He
didn’t care that he had to use
an outhouse or that the house
was falling apart. He was
happy.”

Floyd grew up in the pro-
jects of Houston, Texas with
his mom and siblings. Harrel-
son says that Floyd’s father
struggled with addiction and
Floyd’s mother raised her own
kids and some of her grand-
children.

“He always knew that his
father was out there some-
where and I think that
weighed on him.” That, she
says, is how he got into drugs.

“He did the wrong things for
the right reasons (and he
ended up getting addicted).”

Floyd, who experienced
bouts of incarceration for
crimes related to sustaining
his addiction, went through
treatment and worked hard to
stay sober, but sometimes re-
lapsed, as more than half of
people with substance addic-
tions do.

It was Floyd’s determina-
tion to stay sober, and carve
out a better life for himself
and his community after he
got out of prison, that led him
to Minnesota. “When he got
out of prison, he started doing
a lot of community outreach
work with a pastor in Hous-
ton,” Harrelson says. “Through
that work (and the pastor that
he helped) he got connected
with someone in Minnesota
and relocated for a fresh
start.”

Once in Minnesota, Floyd
went through treatment, got a
job at the Salvation Army, an-
other at a club as a bouncer
and another as a truck driver,
and had a long bout of sobri-
ety. “He was working out
every day and he was talking
straight and going to work. He
really was doing well.” Things
started to go downhill for
Floyd when his mother's
health began to fail.

Floyd’s mother died on
May 30, 2018, just shy of two
years from the day that Floyd
was killed. When Floyd and
Harrelson met in Texas to bid
Floyd's mother farewell, Har-
relson, who is a nurse for peo-
ple with chemical dependen-
cies, knew that something was
wrong. “He wasn’t the same. I
could see it in his eyes. And
when I hugged him, I could
feel how skinny he’d gotten.”
That’s when she knew Floyd
had likely relapsed.

On Floyd’s last day of life,
when he called out for his
mother, Harrelson believes
that he saw her and reunited
with her. “When he said

‘Mama,’ I think she appeared
with open arms and said,
‘Come to me, son, I'll take care
of you’ and he went.”

Now, Harrelson and oth-
ers have created the George
Floyd Global Memorial, a
place to memorialize those
who have died of violence and
a project that works toward a
world where police-involved
killings will no longer be
common-place.

Dennis Markam, the man-
aging director of Town Hall
Theatre, is thrilled that Har-
relson is bringing her story to
Lafayette and believes the
theater is the perfect venue for
Harrelson’s forthcoming visit.
“This building has been a
community gathering place
since it was first built, so it
feels right (for this) event.”
Markam says, noting that the
event is important, not only to
Town Hall Theatre, but also to
the town of Lafayette.

“(In largely) white com-
munities, when we talk about
racial injustice and systemic
abuses of power and all of
these big, multifaceted topics
it becomes incredibly easy to
turn folks like George Floyd or
Breonna Taylor or Trayvon
Martin or Miles Hall into ideas
rather than people,” Markam
says. “Ms. Harrelson's work
gives us a human context to
the narrative of George Floyd's
murder, a sense of who her
nephew was as a person, and
how the world can honor his
memory by enacting systemic
changes.”

For information or tickets
for “Lift Your Voice: An
evening with Angela Harrel-
son,” visit townhallthe-
atre.com. Tickets are available
for free will donations and all
proceeds will benefit the
George Floyd Global Memor-
ial. Copies of Harrelson’s book
“Lift Your Voice” can be pre-
ordered with Reasonable
Books via email at
books@reasonable.online, or
by calling (925) 385-3026.

Lafayette Volunteer Opportunities

Lafayette has openings on the following
Commissions and Committees

e Capital Projects Assessment (CPAC)
*  Community Center Foundation

W < e Code Enforcement Appeals Board

ez Tk  Citizen Advisory Committee to CCTA
B e Design Review Commission

*  Downtown Street Improvement (DSIMPIC)

AS h l ey B O TTe rS by e  Environmental Task Force

Broker/Partner

(925) 323-9955

DRE# 01407784 ¢

ashley@ashleybattersby.com .
@ashleybattersbyhome

www.ashleybattersby.com
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* Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission
Planning Commission

Public Art Committee

* Senior Services Commission

* Transportation & Circulation Commission

For additional information on these volunteer positions
visit the city’s website lovelafayette.org/volunteers or e-mail City Clerk
Joanne Robbins, jrobbins@lovelafayette.org

Village

It's Village. Of Course. ﬂ

Positions open until filled.
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Mayor Mike, Citizen of the
Year - diplomacy, patience
and grace under pressure

Mike Anderson
By Pippa Fisher

This year’s Citizen of the Year
award goes to Mike Anderson —
a name familiar to most
Lafayette residents for his 25
years of volunteer civic posi-
tions. But if his many, many
years of service have been im-
pressive, what people remem-
ber most is his calm, welcoming
demeanor along with his re-
spectful leadership style.

City Manager Niroop Sri-
vatsa reflects, “Mayor Mike, as
he is fondly called by city staff,
has taught me diplomacy, pa-
tience and how to remain
graceful under pressure. His
ability to develop consensus be-
tween people of opposing view-
points is legendary as is his
keen sense of humor.”

The vote for Anderson was
unanimous this year in what is
the 72nd Lafayette Citizen of the
Year (no award was given in
2021).

Anderson was appointed to
the Planning Commission in
2000. He served on the Down-
town Specific Plan Committee
and was elected to the city
council in 2004, serving as
mayor for five years, including
two back-to-back years when a
prior mayor stepped down, be-
fore retiring in 2021. He was the
2021 Ann Deny Award recipient.

A graduate of UC Berkeley,
Anderson worked for East Bay
Regional Park District as Assis-
tant General Manager for Plan-
ning/Stewardship and Develop-
ment. He says that his job with
EBRPD, which involved visiting
the different cities where they
had projects planned or being
implemented, led smoothly to
his transition into public ser-
vice. “So I got to see city gov-
ernment in both Alameda and
Contra Costa counties.” He says
he saw all sorts of local govern-
ment styles, from old-school to
Lafayette where everyone had a
chance to have a voice. “I got a
good feeling for Lafayette.”

Fast forward 25 years and
another former mayor and pre-
vious Citizen of the Year, Don
Tatzin has done the math. “At a
rate of approximately three
meetings per month (and often
more), this means he (Ander-
son) attended over 1,000 meet-
ings on behalf of Lafayette resi-
dents and businesses.” Tatzin
adds that meetings are like ice-
bergs. “What the public sees is
participation in a meeting.
What they miss, because it is
work that council members and
comimissioners do alone, are the
hours of preparation that occur
to be ready.”

Anderson says he is most
proud of how the city handled
the COVID crisis, especially in
terms of finding support to help
small businesses cope, and
making sure they had all the in-
formation they needed to access
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the money that was available in
grants. “I think we were really
out in front of recognizing there
was going to be a need there.”
He credits Cam Burks who was
on the council at that time, for
helping him understand the se-
riousness of the situation at an
early stage, enabling the city to
think and act proactively.

As for the biggest chal-
lenge? Anderson says that the
Regional Housing Needs Alloca-
tion numbers were, and still
are, the biggest challenge. “The
job is to help people feel com-
fortable with what we have no
control over. We can’t not do it,”
he says referring to state-
mandated housing require-
ments. “And people don’t want
to hear that. People have a fear
of losing the character of the
city, and there’s some truth to
that.”

Given that the housing has
to happen, Anderson’s approach
was always to encourage people
to weigh in on making develop-
ment the best it can be, by look-
ing at such things as design. He
acknowledges that over time he
learned it’s impossible to make
everyone happy, but you can
listen and find common points
that are good and at least in-
clude those good components in
what has to happen.

Tatzin recognizes this gift
for listening and finding com-
mon ground. “Mike always has
a calming demeanor which
leads others to adopt a similar
disposition, and which goes a
long way to reduce the level of
vitriol that often occurs in pub-
lic debate in current times.”
Tatzin notes that when contro-
versial topics arose, Anderson
would listen to all residents and
find a way to incorporate their
concerns into his decision.

Longtime Chamber of Com-
merce Board Member Kathy
Merchant says that just two
words define a perfect facilita-
tor: “Mike Anderson.”

Merchant says that Ander-
son has played a key role in
shaping the things that repre-
sent the best of Lafayette. “He is
patient, smart and intelligent,”
she says, continuing, “Several
years ago, sitting on the Down-
town Strategy Advisory Com-
mittee chaired by Mike, I
watched him orchestrate a ca-
cophony of views with perfect
pitch.”

Anderson remains opti-
mistic about the future. He says
that while there will be more
people living here, as long as
people continue to wave to one
another, that’s what builds
community. “It’s simple stuff.”

Now, with a little more time
on his hands, he is certainly
keeping busy. He and his wife
Courtney walk daily and enjoy
greeting people along the way.
He continues to grow tomatoes
in the summer and brew beer.

... continued on Page A8
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I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!
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Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 37 years.

925.376.7777
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

137 THARP DRIVE MORAGA | PENDING

4 Bed | 2 Bath
Listed at $1.946,000
Represented buyer

No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what

improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at

closing. But what are those improvements? Let's work together well before a
sale so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LEFAYETTE.
City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, March 13, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, March 6, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, March 29, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

COMPASS

Cul-De-Sac

Moraga Beauty
Skl

83 Marie Place, Moraga
4 Bed | 2.5 Bath | 2,414 SF | .28 Acre

Situated at the end of an enviable flat
cul-de-sac sits this wonderful single-story
rancher. This sunlit home enjoys an open
floorplan and a delightful backyard.

83 Marie Place is the quintessential
definition of California indoor-outdoor
living at its finest.

83MariePlace.com

Offered at $1,995,000

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466
Follow us @brydonives

BRYDON &IVES
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See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

MORAGA

Town Council: Regular meeting Wednesday, March 8, 6:30 p.m.
Planning Commission: Tuesday, March 7, 6:30 p.m.

Moraga School District Board Meetings :
Tuesday, March 14, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.

925-377-0977

Do you have a person or
couple in mind to be
honored as the 2023 Moraga
Citizen(s) of the Year?

Selection criteria are as follows:

* Cannot be a current elected member or paid staff of
the Town Council, the Town or any other local public
agency (e.g., School District or Fire District);

* Must have a Moraga mailing address;

* Nominees should be persons who:
(1) have given their time, talent and treasure to
help make Moraga a vibrant community, one where
people want to live, work and shop; and (2) bring
the community together and make us proud to be
residents of Moraga.

Please email your nomination to
nominations@lamorindaweekly.com or mail it to Moraga
Citizen of the Year Nominations, Lamorinda Weekly, 1480
Moraga Road Suite C # 202, Moraga CA 94556. The deadline
for receipt of nominations is Thursday, March 9.

A celebration dinner will be held on Friday, April 28, in the
Holy Trinity Cultural Center in Moraga to honor the winner.

When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

£

Mike Rosa

Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists <+ License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

ALNUT{EREEK

DERMAT O G Y
Healthier Skin Lies Within

Paige Radell, M.D.

www.walnutcreekderm.com
925-391-9439

Pediatric and Adult Patients.

Same day appointments available.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Town Council agrees on 2023 Goals
and Priorities

By Vera Kochan

As is customary in the town of
Moraga, each new year pro-
vides council members with
the opportunity to establish its
goals and priorities for the
coming year. The purpose is to
inform the community of
Moraga’s priorities while pro-
viding town staff with a direc-
tion for the future.

After a presentation of the
goals by Mayor Renata Sos
during the Feb. 15 town coun-
cil meeting, only some minor
tweaking was in order after
discussions and staff clarifica-
tions on a few of the topics.

The Moraga Town Council
and Community 2023 Goals
and Priorities (Collaboration
and Community) are as fol-
lows: Continue to lay the
foundation and create path-
ways for a better mix of hous-
ing and the revitalization of
the town’s two commercial
areas, including adopting a
certified Housing Element, re-
zoning the commercial cen-
ters and Bollinger Canyon,
updating the General Plan,
and completing an evacuation
study; Maintain fiscal disci-

pline, position the town for
long-term fiscal sustainability,
and efficiently sustain core
operations of the town ser-
vices to residents; and Com-
plete the second year of the
2022-2024 “Worst Streets
First” Pavement Reconstruc-
tion Project.

More goals are: Continue
the Storm Drain Operations
and Maintenance Program
and complete 2021-2023 Storm
Drain Capital Improvement
Projects; Support high-quality
police and emergency re-
sponse services, including by
securing energy alternatives
for emergencies, and coordi-
nate with MOFD on fire safety
and planning; and Enhance
the town’s parks, open space
and facilities for the benefit of
the public, and move forward
with public input into a town-
wide recreation and open
space plan.

Additional goals include:
Pursue measures designed to
improve traffic, pedestrian
and bicycle safety, especially
around our schools, cross-
walks, through routes, and
residential street entry points
to the town’s main roadways;

Work with the Moraga Cham-
ber of Commerce, Saint
Mary’s College, and local
school districts to enhance
Moraga’s business and educa-
tional climate; Continue out-
reach to the public and pro-
vide opportunities for input
from all segments of the com-
munity; and Continue to work
with Wedgewood to enhance
the Hacienda and address the
impacts of operations on the
neighborhood.

The final four goals are as
follows: Onboard the new
town manager with minimum
disruption to staff and to op-
erations, and collaboratively
streamline town council
meetings; Lessen the town’s
impact on the environment by
continuing to implement sus-
tainability and resiliency ini-
tiatives and viable strategies
in Moraga’s Climate Action
Plan and in the town’s Facility
Energy Generation Study;
Conduct a town council/town
manager session focused on
effectiveness and organiza-
tional competency; and Initi-
ate the process of amending
the town-wide noise
ordinance.

Moraga’s Vice Mayor opts for
prescribed burn in yard to reduce

futur

T

e wildfire threat
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ConFire Captain Aaron Brunton supervises his fire crew

By Vera Kochan

Moraga Vice Mayor Teresa
Onoda was worried about the
risk of additional wildfires in
her neighborhood. “We have
evacuated twice, and that
makes me very concerned
about fire, because we live on
Merrill Circle.” A friend and
Firewise member, Suzanne
D’Arcy, told Onoda about the
free ember-resistant vents that
the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict was offering to residents
thanks to a $500,000 home
hardening grant they received
(www.mofd.org/our-district/
fuels-mitigation-fire-prevention/
home-hardening-grant-program)

Upon picking up her pre-
ordered vent from MOFD, On-
oda arranged to have a Fire-
wise meeting in her home for
her neighbors. MOFD Chief
Dave Winnacker came to the
meeting and used her yard as
an example of what needed to
be done, most of which in-
volved limbing-up trees. Win-
nacker reminded everyone in
attendance that MOFD could
arrange a prescribed burn for
free on residential properties
if the job required it.

Onoda’s next step was to

hire Will Thorn, owner of
Wildland Corporation (wild-
landcorp.com), a fuels mitiga-
tion expert. “He limbed-up all
of the trees, and just before
the prescribed burn, during
the January storms, two of our
oak trees fell.”

Thorn was in contact with
MOFD’s Emergency Prepared-
ness Coordinator Dennis Rein
who decided when was an op-
timal time for the burn. The
day before the Feb. 16 burn,
MOFD alerted residents in the
area to prevent any panic
from the smell of smoke and
to advise keeping windows
and doors closed.

“Our job for the pile burn-
ing was to deal with any fallen
trees, limbing-up trees, and
removing any brush or flam-
mable vegetation,” stated
Thorn. “We ended up with
three piles about 8 feet or
higher. One pile is called a
“feeder,” and that’s what is
used to toss onto the burning
piles when the flames have
died down a bit.” Thorn was
present during the burn, be-
cause “I like to be there to see
the job through.”

Captain Aaron Brunton of
Contra Costa Fire Crew 12
brought a 16-man crew of

firefighters to perform the
prescribed burn which was
located near the top of a steep
incline. According to the Bu-
reau of Land Management, “A
prescribed fire (also called a
controlled burn) is an impor-
tant tool that can be used to
reduce the risk of large un-
characteristically severe wild-
fire, increase public and fire-
fighter safety, as well as meet
a variety of integrated natural
resource management
objectives.”

“MOFD often reaches out
to ConFire (the Contra Costa
County Fire Protection Dis-
trict) to assist with these types
of projects,” stated Brunton.
His crew size fits the mini-
mum requirement for a Type
2 IA (crews that can form into
three or four separate squads
of four people to initially at-
tack fires separately). None of
the fires that Brunton has su-
pervised have ever “escaped.”

Optimal weather and sea-
sonal conditions for the burns
is winter when Mother Nature
has provided enough rain and
the trees have absorbed
enough water to make it safe.
The fire crews also hook up
hoses to the nearest fire hy-
drants in the street. Once the
burn has been completed, the
fire crew spreads out the em-
bers and hoses down any hot
spots to prevent a possible fire
coming back to life at a later
time.

Brunton noted that these
types of free, prescribed burns
are available in Contra Costa
County thanks to funds from
Measure X.

Onoda has already de-
cided what she will do with all
of the cleared space. She has
purchased a Bay Area Wild-
flower mix of seeds from Pa-
cific Coast Seed, Inc. of Tracy,
Calif. that will attract butter-
flies. Thorn will return during
planting season to help sprin-
kle the seeds. The cycle of life
continues.
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Planning department presents
possible design standards for Rheem

Park Area to town council
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The recommended style of architecture would be an
adaptation of the Spanish-Colonial style such as at Saint
Mary’s College, to add a cohesive tie-in between the college
and the Rheem Shopping Center.

By Vera Kochan

The town council received an
informational report from the
Planning Department with re-
gards to the Draft Objective
Design Standards for the
Rheem Park Area during its
Feb. 15 meeting; the purpose
being to give feedback and
input.

According to the staff re-
port by Planning Director Af-
shan Hamid, Senior Planner
Brian Horn, and Planning
Consultants Aaron Welch and
Barry Miller this step is neces-
sary as “part of the Town of
Moraga’s Comprehensive Ad-
vanced Planning Initiative
(CAPI) and Housing Element
effort and builds on work
completed as part of that
effort.”

In creating Rheem’s De-
sign Standards, the aforemen-
tioned team considered stan-
dards already adopted for the
Moraga Center Specific Plan;
considered applicable multi-
family and mixed-use guide-
lines and concepts already in
existence; examined concepts
recently adopted by other lo-
cal municipalities; made site
visits to other recently up-
dated shopping centers; and
applied standards developed
by Housing and Community
Development (HCD).

After a Feb. 7 Planning
Commission study session the
following feedback was pre-
sented to the team: “Encour-
age outdoor seating and din-
ing areas, similar to Canyon
Club, open spaces, walking
paths, public art, and places
for gathering; avoid disjointed
development, encourage de-
signs that are cohesive and
compatible with other proper-
ties; encourage building mate-
rials that age well even when
they are not effectively main-
tained; consider color restric-
tions for buildings, such as
principally earth tone colors;
consider how Center Street
will shape the development;
regarding residential bicycle
parking in multi-family devel-
opments, create a room for
bikes, however, in town-
home/rowhomes, bikes can go
in private garages; be mindful

of onerous requirements for
locating parking — requiring
that it’s in the back of build-
ings, etc.; make sure we are
not double-requiring things;
confirm that the proposed 25-
foot setback would apply to
Rheem Boulevard and Moraga
Road adjacent to Housing Op-
portunity Sites; developments
should only need to make im-
provements based on the size
of their project; and review
and clarify whether multiple
types of glass would be
counted as multiple types of
materials and counted indi-
vidually towards the three re-
quired materials.”

During the presentation to
the town council it was noted
that the Rheem Theatre was
exempt from any changes due
to its unique architectural
character and that any im-
provements would be
processed through the current
design review process.

With regards to site circu-
lation and access, the intent is
to create a network of smaller
blocks as opposed to long con-
tinuous “superblocks” in order
to encourage internal pedes-
trian connections. Another
goal is to turn Center Street
into a walkable and active in-
ternal street.

The design of the setback
areas should encourage at-
tractive facades and promote
seating areas, outdoor dining,
plazas, and landscaped areas
that would draw community
gathering and pedestrian
activity.

Building massing and ar-
ticulation should include re-
quirements for differentiating
upper and lower stories and
provide distinctive architec-
tural elements and details.

Building facades and ma-
terials should require regular
doors, windows and window
transparency between indoor
and outdoor areas. It is hoped
that this would avoid blank
walls.

By having minimum size
requirements for ground-floor
building spaces the hope is to
avoid any low-quality con-
struction which would become
more obvious if vacant.

With regards to vehicle
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parking spaces, “the intent is
to create parking and loading
facilities that are easy to use
while protecting pedestrian
safety, minimizing negative
impacts of car storage, and
encouraging park-once oppor-
tunities for residents, workers,
and visitors to the Rheem
area.”

Long-term bicycle parking
for residents and workers
should be in a covered and se-
cure space within the building
itself. Short-term parking for
shoppers, guests and visitors
would take the form of out-
door racks near building
entrances.

Private open space would
be established by a parcel’s
underlying zoning district.
Concerning public space and
landscaping, “there is no di-
rect requirement for publicly
accessible open space in either
the Standards or the underly-
ing zoning districts, beyond
requirements for site circula-
tion and pedestrian facilities.”
The Standards do include
landscaping specifications for
different types of trees, shrubs
or ground cover and their
maintenance.

While limited fencing and
screening for residential secu-
rity and privacy is allowed, the
same will be limited along
commercial sidewalk
frontages and public streets;
and pedestrian lighting along
sidewalks and pathways will
need to incorporate soft light-
ing in order to reduce light
pollution.

Council members offered
opinions about the style of ar-
chitecture that would enhance
the Rheem Shopping Center,
with the point being made that
by using an adaptation of the
Spanish-Colonial style such as
Saint Mary’s College, the tie-in
would make the short distant
between the two locations
cohesive.

Given the additional feed-
back from the council, Hamid
stated that the team would
continue to explore topics
such as the impact of noise to
units living above retail; pub-
lic and private open space re-
quirements; bicycle storage
criteria; landscaping; and ar-
chitectural style.
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Special election to allow Orinda residents to vote
on a new school parcel tax

By Sora O’Doherty

The only polls open in Contra
Costa County on March 7 will
be in Orinda, where residents
will be able to vote on a new
proposed parcel tax of $295
per parcel to support Orinda
schools. The new tax would
last for seven years and is an-
ticipated to provide somewhat
over $2 million per year for
the schools. In order to pass,
the measure needs to receive
two-thirds of the votes cast.
Persons over the age of 65
may opt for a waiver and not
pay the tax. Because itis a
special election, the Orinda
Union School Board will have
to bear the expense of the
election, but this is common
for school financing matters.
As is often heard at OUSD
meetings, Orinda is among the
districts receiving the lowest
funding from the state of Cali-

fornia. In 2013 the state of
California adopted the Local
Control Funding Formula
(LCFF) with the object of pro-
viding more state funding for
districts that inherently had

less money, in addition to
boosting the money that
flowed to school districts that
had more English language
learners, children from lower
income households and foster
youth.

Despite low funding from

the state, Orinda has received

a great deal of additional

funding from the community
itself. The parcel taxes are in

addition to other funding
mechanisms, such as bond
measures. In addition, local
schools raise funds from do-
nations, a field that has re-
cently been brought under the

umbrella of ONE Orinda, the

Orinda Network for Educa-

tion, that works with all of the

school parent clubs on

fundraising.

According to OUSD Super-
intendent Aida Glimme, the
new measure, know as Mea-
sure Z, would be added to the
existing two measures ap-
proved by Orinda voters in
2003 and 2009, neither of
which has an end date. Mea-
sure A provides the schools
with $385 per parcel and
measure B provides an addi-
tional $124 per parcel. If
Measure Z passes, Orinda res-
idents would be paying $804
annually per parcel for school
support for the next seven
years.

The new parcel tax is in-
tended to maintain core acad-
emic instruction in science,
technology, engineering,
math, arts, music, reading and
writing programs by attract-
ing and retaining highly qual-
ified teachers, specialist and
staff and preserving small
class sizes. The tax will not

fund administrative salaries,
and will be subject to an inde-
pendent citizens’ oversight
committee.

No argument against the
proposed tax was submitted,
but an argument in favor of
the tax was submitted by State
Sen. Steve Glazer, former
mayor Sue Severson, and rep-
resentatives of ONE and sev-
eral parents and grandparents
of Orinda students.

Polls will be open on elec-
tion day from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
at Holy Shepherd Lutheran
Church, Santa Maria Church
and St. Stephens Episcopal
Church. In addition, ballots
may be dropped into official
ballot drop boxes located at
Orinda City Hall and the Con-
tra Costa Department of Elec-
tions in Martinez. The elec-
tions department expects to
have final results of the elec-
tion available by March 17.

Orinda takes return to in-person meetings slowly

By Sora O’Doherty

Mandated by the end of the
COVID-19 State of Emergency
to return to in-person meet-
ings, the Orinda City Council
decided on Feb. 21 to proceed
slowly with a hybrid option.
City Manager David Biggs,
who presented the staff report
to the council, noted that
since he was hired during the
pandemic, he has actually
never attended an in-person
council meeting. While the
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council heard and considered
options for having a hybrid
option to allow members of
the public to continue to at-
tend city council meetings via
the Zoom meeting platform,
the council decided to try
simply returning to in-person
meetings for the first two
meetings in March.

In March, the council will
return to its usual meeting
place, the Orinda Library Au-
ditorium, with all required
staff and council members
present in person. The Li-
brary Auditorium appeals to
the council because itis a
very large venue, allowing for
the attendance of many peo-
ple but still permitting a de-
gree of social distancing. In-
sofar as the continued use of
Zoom in that room, however,
it is complicated, according to
Biggs and City Clerk Sheri
Smith, by the fact that the
venue is used by many groups
for a variety of events, which
means that the technical
equipment cannot be left in
place but needs to be rein-
stalled each time it is needed.

As an alternative, the
council considered holding
meetings in the Sarge Little-
hale room, a smaller venue at
city hall where there would

be less difficulty with the
equipment. Currently the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District
has been holding hybrid
Zoom meetings from the
Sarge Room, as it is known.
However, Mayor Inga Miller
was concerned about the
smaller size of the room mak-
ing social distancing difficult
and making it less attractive
to groups who would like to
attend the meetings, for ex-
ample, Scout troops who
might like to lead the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Vice Mayor Darlene Gee
said that while she has no
problem starting back in the
Sarge Room, she didn’t favor
it for the long term. She sug-
gested that participation via
Zoom has not been very high
during the pandemic and that
during the transition data
should be collected and eval-
uated to determine the benefit
of hybrid meetings. Council
Member Latika Malkani
agreed, noting that “the one
thing that COVID taught us is
that we have to be flexible.”

Additionally, the council
agreed that it would be a good
idea to keep an eye on what
other jurisdictions are doing
and how it is working out.
Council Member Janet Riley

summed it up: “I think we
should take baby steps and
evaluate it as we go slowly,
trying different approaches.”

City Attorney Osa Wolff
spent some time explaining
the possibility of council
members attending meetings
via Zoom under AB 2449. The
new law provides that council
members may attend via
Zoom under certain circum-
stances, including in the event
of the illness of the council
member or a family member,
or when the council member
is traveling for the business of
the council, but not for per-
sonal business travel. The
procedures are rather com-
plicated, and the council
agreed that, while the possi-
bility remains available, as a
norm they prefer to simply
miss a meeting in the event of
illness or absence.

There was no public com-
ment during the meeting, but
Steve Cohn submitted a writ-
ten comment that Zoom had
been very helpful to people
who might have disabilities
involving mobility or hearing
and he encouraged the coun-
cil to continue with Zoom or a
similar format.

Spring productions

... continued from Page A1l

This year, the “Grease”
cast created a TikTok account,
and their first video went
viral, reaching over 3 million
views. “We decided to make a
TikTok because we figured it
would be a fun way for the
cast to bond. We also thought
it was a good way to publicize
the show because many
poeple have worked very
hard to bring the show
together, and it should get all
the attention it deserves,” said
senior Sabrina Hernandez,
who plays Betty Rizzo.

The cast is extremely
excited for performances to
begin. “I feel very proud of
the show we’ve created. I
would say that our cast has a

Surprisingly great rates

right around the corner.

special bond, and we’ve all
gotten very close over the
past few months. When the
show is over, I will miss
playing Danny since it’s
grown to be one of my
favorite roles. We hope to see
you at Rydell High!” Aguilar
said.

Acalanes’s musical,
“Legally Blonde,” is set at a
much more prestigious
school: Harvard University.
From March 22-25, Acalanes’
theater will be home to the
bubbly and sharp-witted Elle
Woods - played by junior Lux
Downing Griggs — and the
charming and well-read
Emmett Forrest — played by
sophomore Cameron Zeder.
Supported by her Delta Nu
sorority sisters, Elle Woods
chases the man of her dreams
to Harvard, embarking on a
journey of self-discovery
which involves eventful visits
to the beauty salon, many
Harvard law lectures, and
innumerable moments of
female empowerment.

The show is directed by
Hawkins, who teaches at both
Miramonte and Acalanes, and
drama teacher Edward
Meehan. Like “Grease,”
“Legally Blonde” is led by

teacher directors, but is fully
student produced. “All of our
performers have been
working very hard to
fine-tune their acting, singing,
and dancing. In addition, our
directors, pit orchestra,
stagecraft team, and costume
designers have been putting
in so much hard work.
Everyone involved in “Legally
Blonde” cares a lot about how
the show will turn out,”
junior Monty Gumabay, who
plays Professor Callahan,
said.

Now, the only thing these
performances need is an
audience. “When we have a
live audience in front of us,
they bring the energy, the
reactions, the applause, and
the laughter, which is the last
piece of the puzzle,” Hawkins
said.

Whether joining the
newsies in their strike against
newspaper publisher Joseph
Pulitzer, driving around with
the greasers in the automatic,
systematic, and hydromatic
Greased Lighting, or hanging
out with Bruiser at the Old
Valley Mall - or all three -
come out and support these
talented high schoolers!

Ticket information: For Miramonte’s show, “Grease,”
visit www.showtix4u.com/event-details/70947. For

Campolindo’s show, “Newsies,” visit
http://campochoir.com/tickets/. Acalanes ticket sales
open March 6 at www.ahsperformingarts.org.
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The Spring Real Estate Market Has Begun
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Three-restaurant complex to be
developed on old Bank of America site

By Sora O’Doherty

The Bank of America building
in Orinda Village, which has
sat empty for some years now,
will be redeveloped to house
three new restaurants with a
shared raised deck overlook-
ing San Pablo Creek and busi-
ness offices on the second
floor. The project, which was
enthusiastically approved by
the Orinda Planning Commis-
sion on Feb. 14, will be the
new location of the business
offices of Paymun, the real es-
tate development firm part-
nering with Mo Mashhoon of
Mash Petroleum on the new
project.

Paymun will be moving
from 25 Orinda Way to oc-
cupy the second floor at 31
Orinda Way, the site of the
new project; 25 Orinda Way is
in contract, recently sold to a
food production company to
be used as its corporate head-
quarters, according to Ba-
hadour (Ben) Zarrin, Pay-
mun’s Chief Executive Officer.
Although the existing building
is only one story, a second
floor is included in the plans
for the new development.

Mashhoon and Zarrin,

along with Ali Mashhoon,
Mash Petroleum Senior Man-
ager, recently met with Lam-
orinda Weekly to discuss the
project. The three business-
men are excited by the
prospect of a destination
where they envision Orinda
residents dropping by for
morning coffee, lunch or din-
ner, and hanging out, enjoy-
ing the outdoor seating and
visiting with friends and
neighbors.

Although it was noted
when the project was consid-
ered by the Planning Com-
mission that under recent
laws, the project does not re-
quire any parking, the prop-
erty currently has 33 to 34
parking spaces which will be
retained. Now that the pro-
ject has been approved by the
Planning Commission, the job
moves into engineering and
sanitation planning. The
partners aim to submit final
plans for construction soon
and hope to begin construc-
tion this summer, with the site
opening for business in 2024.
They have already inter-
viewed over 40 potential ten-
ants for the remaining busi-
ness offices on the second
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floor and the three down-
stairs restaurant sites.

The Mashhoons and
Zarrin all live in Wilder, and
have completed a number of
successful projects in Orinda.
Zarrin has built a number of
residences in Wilder, in addi-
tion to residences elsewhere
in the Bay Area and commer-
cial buildings in Stockton. Mo
Mashhoon is the owner of
Mash Petroleum and the
company’s headquarters in
the Theatre District was ex-
tensively remodeled. Mah-
hoon also owns Mash Gas on
Bryant Way in Orinda and
won a Mayor’s Award of Ex-
cellence in 2020.
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MOEFD deletes fire code traffic calming

restrictions; disagreements still exist

By Sora O’Doherty

The Moraga-Orinda Fire
District adopted its new fire
code Feb. 15, with the ex-
ception that the board of di-
rectors agreed to remove a
section clarifying the re-
quirements for traffic calm-
ing measures. At the intro-
duction of the ordinance, the
town of Moraga and the city
of Orinda had objected to
the provisions, and in re-
sponse MOFD withdrew
them. But MOFD retains the
authority to authorize, or
reject, any traffic calming
measures proposed by the
town or city. Orinda Director
of Public Works Scott
Christie confirmed that "we
don't believe this has a ma-
terial impact on how traffic
calming requests are
processed."”

The removed section
503.4.1 had stated that traf-
fic calming devices shall be
prohibited in all very high

fire hazard severity zones.
and required that all appli-
cations for traffic calming
devices provide information
on the volume of traffic, the
posted speed limit, the num-
ber of accidents in the pre-
vious three years attributed
to excessive speed, the traf-
fic engineer’s determination
that the site is suitable for
traffic calming, the number
of citations or warnings is-
sued, as well as summaries
of education and enforce-
ment efforts.

At the Feb. 15 meeting, it
was decided that, following
further discussions with ei-
ther the Orinda-MOFD 2x2
committee or direct discus-
sions with staff or elected
officials, one of several op-
tions could be adopted. One
option would be to issue a
blanket permit to the city
and the town for traffic
calming measures other
than speed bumps, speed
humps and tabletops, that is,

any physical alteration to the
roadway that would sub-
stantially alter the speed
over which fire and emer-
gency vehicles could travel
on that road. Other options
include exempting such non-
physical traffic calming
measures or issuing minis-
terial permits upon applica-
tion by the city or town.

Fire Marshal Jeff Isaacs
confirmed to Lamorinda
Weekly that MOFD will pro-
ceed with an internal policy
on traffic calming measures.
Whenever the city or town
wishes to approve a physical
traffic calming measure, it
has to submit a permit, to
which, Isaacs said, the MOFD
will apply language in a
standard operating proce-
dure. The MOFD is con-
cerned about the effect of
traffic calming measures on
fire engines and ambu-
lances, as well as upon evac-
uations during emergency
situations.

Orinda Mayor Inga
Miller has expressed to the
MOFD board the city’s belief
that the ability to have traf-
fic calming measures are
important for pedestrian
safety and bicycle safety.
Orinda City Manager David
Biggs submitted written
comment to the MOFD board
expressing the city’s views
that traffic calming opportu-
nities are of tremendous
value to the council and our
neighborhoods. He wrote
that the city council re-
quested that the board con-
sider alternatives to an out-
right ban and would like to
engage with the fire district
to ensure that there is
a shared understanding of
what types of devices are
covered, there is a process to
consider exceptions to any
type of ban, and that fire re-
lated considerations be bal-
anced against other public
safety concerns including
traffic.
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Mayor Mike,
Citizen of the
Year -
diplomacy,
patience and
grace under
pressure

... continued from Page A3

And he plays golf with a group called
the Blind Squirrels. “We’re not very
good, but even blind squirrels can find
an acorn every now and then,” he says.

Says Srivatsa, “Thank you for your
countless contributions to Lafayette,
Mayor Mike!”

The 2023 Citizen of the Year Dinner
Honoring Mike Anderson will be held
on Friday, March 24 at the Lafayette
Park Hotel & Spa. Reception with no
host bar from 6 to 7 p.m. Dinner at 7
p-m. Evening ends at 9 p.m. Seating is
limited. Tickets can be purchased on
the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
website:
https://cca.lafayettechamber.org/
EvtListing.aspx?dbid2=CALAF
&evtid=82038&class=B

Letters to the editor

Ways to consume less

Remember your 3 R’s? Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle. But there are actually
more R’s! Rethink before you purchase
or consume something to see if you really
need said item, or see if you can do with-
out (Refuse!) If you need it, see if you can
borrow from a friend or neighbor (try
out our local Buy Nothing Lafayette
groups!) or even rent from a local busi-
ness. If you cannot, then maybe Reduce
your consumption of the item. Reuse,
Refill, Repair/Repurpose as much as you
can to prolong the uses of the item. Ulti-
mately, at the end of its life, find a way to
responsibly Recycle or Rot (i.e. compost).
From grocery bags, coffee cups, water
bottles, utensils to even bigger items like
smart phones, TV’s, and furniture... swap
to reusable, high-quality alternatives or
make do with what you already have!

Thanks to California laws like AB619,
customers are allowed to bring their own
containers and cups to businesses to be
filled with food/beverage items. So the
next time you stop by a business to order
coffee or boba, bring your own (BYO) cup
or jar! You might even score a small dis-
count for doing a good deed (thank you
Starbucks)! The Contra Costa County
Health department is supportive of cus-
tomers bringing their own containers,
and you can even hear it directly from
them in this webinar hosted by the
Lafayette Chamber given May 2022:
https://lafayettechamber.org/reusables/
(scroll to 19:53). To learn more about
how customers and businesses can work
together to make BYO mainstream, you
can look to these really cool graphics at
this website:
https://www.canadareduces.ca/health.

Shout out to Lilikoi Boba in down-
town Lafayette who is totally cool with
me bringing my own KleanKanteen cup
for filling up with boba milk tea. They
serve beverages in 160z and 200z cups,
so know your cup or jar’s dimensions be-
forehand to help out the employee serv-
ing you! Many of us have conditioned to
BYO reusable bags when grocery shop-

ping. Let’s expand that to BYO cups, con-
tainers, and utensils!

Nancy Hu DDS
Lafayette

In support of Measure Z

Orinda has great schools because we
have great teachers. My 7th grade and
10th grade children have had veteran
teachers that have taught in Orinda for
many years and also young professionals
that bring energy and new ideas to the
classroom. Keeping great teachers in
Orinda classrooms is the single most im-
portant thing we can do to keep our
schools among the best.

My parents moved to Orinda for the
great schools in 1975 and my sister and I
attended Sleepy Hollow, Orinda Interme-
diate and then Miramonte. The number
one reason I returned to Orinda to raise
my children is the great Orinda public
schools.

Orinda students move on to high
school, college and careers prepared for
success. However, Orinda teachers are
among the lowest paid in our area and
Orinda increasingly loses qualified and
experienced teachers to other school dis-
tricts that offer more competitive
compensation.

Voting YES on Z provides locally
controlled funding directly to Orinda’s
elementary schools and intermediate
school to make Orinda schools less de-
pendent on Sacramento for funding.

Whether you are like me and have
kids in Orinda schools now or you had
kids in the schools in the past, we all
benefit from maintaining quality educa-
tion in our community.

By Tuesday, March 7th, join me in
finding your ballot and voting YES on
Measure Z to keep great teachers in
Orinda.

Dana Wentworth

Orinda Union Alum

Sleepy Hollow & Orinda Intermediate
Parent

Measure Z is fiscally sound

As a former Certified Public Accoun-
tant (CPA), I always do my homework on
any funding measure before casting my
vote. I know a fiscally sound plan when I
see one, and Measure Z is just that.

Voting YES on Z provides locally
controlled funding directly to Orinda’s
elementary schools and intermediate
school to make Orinda schools less de-
pendent on Sacramento for funding,
while annual audits and independent
citizens’ oversight will ensure that funds
are spent responsibly and as promised.

As a 36-year Orinda resident and
former OUSD parent, [ know what an im-
pact local teachers and schools have on
our students’ lives and our local quality
of life. I've already cast my Yes on Z vote
and hope you will join me in doing the
same before next Tuesday, March 7.

Bob Burt
36-Year Orinda Resident

Keep great teachers in Orinda with
Measure Z

Having recently completed my term
on the Orinda Union School District
Board of Trustees, I have watched with
concern as a growing number of teachers
leave Orinda for other neighboring
school districts with more competitive
pay. For example, last year 18 teachers
left OUSD; there are around 20 teachers
at each elementary school, so losing 18 is
equivalent to losing an entire Del Rey,
Glorietta, Sleepy Hollow or Wagner
Ranch teaching staff. Furthermore, over
the past four years the district has lost 55
teachers, or almost 40% of the teaching
force. While teachers leave for a variety
of reasons and it is impossible to know
exactly how many leave over salary con-
cerns, clearly OUSD is grappling with a
retention problem. In addition, our dis-
trict is also faced with a recruitment
problem because qualified applicants
can go to other school districts that offer

more money to new teachers. Many
other nearby districts give higher start-
ing salaries as well as signing bonuses
for new hires. Currently, we can’t com-
pete with these districts financially so we
continue to lose potential excellent new
teachers to other places.

While I was on the Board I voted to
place Measure Z on the ballot because it
is the only realistic mechanism we have
to recruit and keep the best teachers here
in Orinda. We rank near the bottom of all
school districts in California with regard
to state funding and this funding situa-
tion is not going to change anytime soon.
Locally controlled funding from Measure
Z can only be used to attract and retain
teachers, support quality academic pro-
grams, and keep class sizes small. By law,
funds cannot be taken away by the state
or used for administrator salaries.

One of the most important predictors
of student success is the teacher in the
classroom, and Orinda’s teachers are
what sets our district apart. The bottom
line is that quality teachers are essential
for maintaining quality education in
Orinda schools. This election is ex-
tremely important and Measure Z needs
support from two-thirds of voters to pass.
Please take the time to find your ballot,
mark Yes on Z and mail it back by March
7th. Our kids are counting on us!

Liz Daoust
Former Orinda Union School District
Board Member and OUSD Parent

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express
views of the writer and not necessarily those of
the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will
include the writer's name and city/town of
residence -- we will only accept letters from those
who live in, or own a business in, the
communities comprising Lamorinda (please give
us your phone number for verification purposes
only). Letters must be factually accurate.
Lamorinda Weekly reserves the right to refuse
publishing a letter submission. Visit
www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission
guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com;
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, 1480 Moraga
Road STE C #202, Moraga, CA 94556
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Join Us in Voting Yes on 2!

Organizations Community Bill Cosden Charles & Eva Heath Christina Linezo Will Prinzi Kathy & Dave Simon
Orinda Educators’ Association Leaders Vanessa & Jesse Crews Matt Helder Dr. Nicola Longmuir Shawna Puljiz Kirsten Slawson
Orinda Network for Education (ONE) Scott M. Adams Lindsay & Zach Crittendon Stephanie Helder Lisa Lyon Jyotsna Puranik John Smith
Del Rey Parents’ Club Belinda Adams-Walker Cathy Cutler & Abe Mintz Jodi L. Helffenstein Jessica MacDiarmid Gary Rafferty Laurie & Todd Smith
Glorietta Parents’ Club Rahul Aggarwal Karolyn Cutler Duke & Jill Herrero Carlie Magill Kelly Rafferty Wick Smith
Miramonte Parents’ Club Joanna Allen Erica Damianakes Kristin Hilty The Mains Family Stefanie Randelman Andy Sorenson
Orinda Intermediate School Parents’ Club Andy & Carole Amstutz Mark Daoust Vickie Hilty Srilakshmi Makkena Betsy & Dana Ream Nathaniel Sponsler
Sleepy Hollow Parents’ Club Andrew Anagnost Susheel Daswani Kendra Hoffman Myla Manese Barbara & David Reeves  Vly Spoto
Wagner Ranch Parents’ Club Sandy & Dave Anderson Clay Deanhardt Christina Holling Rodney Mangus Paula Reinman Caitlin Stahle
AUHSD Governing Board Sarah Anderson Vince DellAquila Stuart House Shasta Mattey & Sandy Gross Keara Starnes
Lamorinda Democratic Club Ashley Appel Lorraine DeMello Stacy Howard & Matt Talmadge Kacy Amy Stefanitsis
Christina Linezo Real Estate Kristin Avicolli Emily Desai Mary Howe Mary & Mark Maxson & David Richardson Karleen Stern
Elected Officials DeEtte Baise Jennifer Dodd Shelley & Bob Hubner Patricia McAteer Pam Rhodes Michelle Stieler
Steve Glazer, State Senator Deepa Bangalore Alicia Doyle Jill Hughes Christina Flores McCormick & Robert Andrews Heather Swedeen
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan, State Assemblymember Scott & Stephanie Barmmer Carolyn Druger Mark Hurst Jen McKenzie Janet Rohinson Jack Sweitzer
Don Perata, Fmr. State Senate President Pro Tem Sandy Barnett Corrine Dugan Landon Hyles Michelle Meyers Davina Roche Jennifer & Eric Tejada
Candace Andersen, GoCo County Supervisor AR. Bassa Lauren Dunlap Marc Jacuzzi Hadley Mickel Jacob Roden-Lowe Bridgette Thomas
Sarah Butler, CoCo County Board of Education Todd & Amy Berryhill Diane Dwyer & Tim Sharp Nathan Jaskowiak Adam Miller Nita Roethe Heather Tiraschi
Inga Mille, Mayor Renee Bertenthal Akiva Elias Elisabeth Jewell Glenn Millstone Brian Rogers Kristan Torres
Darlene Gee, Vice Mayor Patrice Bilello Nancy English Jane di Leslie Millstone Taylor Rosa Kelly Trestrail
Brandyn Iverson, Councilmember Allison Bingham Emily Estrada Debra Jockisch George Minowada Dylan Rosenberg Michelle Trosclair
Latika Malkani, Councilmember Diane Bode Katie & Mike Fagundes Debhie & Paradi Mirmirani Juliane Rossiter Kelsey Tu
Janet Riley, Councilmember Wendy & Herman Bond Natalie Fay & Glenn Johansen Tara Montanez Lisa Rudolph Mark & Marcie Tuttle
Laura Abrams, Fir, Mayor Sean Brennan Christopher Elaina Jones Jennifer Morgan Gabriel Sable Ted & Lida Urban
Dennis Fay, Fr. Mayor Olivia Brown & Stephanie Gade Joey Judge Kelly Morgan Sarah Sable Karen Ursino
Joyce Hawkins, Fnr. Mayor Annie Burgess Dennis Gee Michelle Kalafatis Anne & Jeff Nash Amy Sahol Haavar Valeur
Bill Judge, Fnr. Mayor Dianna Burns Gary Geng Mark & Jennifer Kamal Jennifer Marshall Sachs Natalie Valeur
Tom MeCormick, Fr. Mayor Robert Burt Xin Geng Alicia Keenan & Petar Nedyalkov Stephanie Sado Alison Waterman
Sue Severson, Fir. Mayor Natalie Lacuesta Byrum Gayle & Steve Goldman Ron Keller Heather 0'Brien Abby Sanchez Susan B. Wecht
Victoria Smith, Fimr. Mayor Catherine Campbell Kathryn Golueke Jennifer Kelly Dayle Okamitsu Elizabeth Sarica Dana Wentworth
Amy Worth, Frnr. Mayor Elisa Carpenter Tanuka Gordon Mukesh Khali Katy O'Neill Joel Schaffer Janai West
Nick Kosla, Frr. Councilmember Mindy Carrington Wesley Gosnell Joan Kiekhaefer Maureen O'Neil Mary Ellen & Charlie Richard Westin
Hillary Weiner, OUSD Board President Amanda Catanesi M'Liss Greenlee Julia King Jessica Ortiz Schneider Richard Winefield
Cara Horie, 0USD Board VP Patricia Cetrone Jess Greer Suzy Kisch Ali 0'Sullivan Terry Schrittwieser Deanna Wood
Edda Collins Coleman, OUSD Board Molly Chapman Chunyan Gu Paul & Maria Barrie Kivel ~ Eric Page Tracee Schultz Tom Worth
Eve Phillps, 0USD Board Shoshana Chazan Rahul Gupta Anthony Koester Katherine Palmer-Collins Natalie Schutzman Shauna Yeager
Katie Shogan, 0USD Boar Laurel Chee Kitty Guptill Larissa Kosla Caedmon Patalano Lisa & Steve Sernett Ellen Zapalac
Carol Brown, Fmr, 0USD Board Sara Cherry Cherise Gutierrez Meredithe Kreis Norman & Janet Pease Charles Shannon & Tony Foster
Liz Daoust, Frr. 0USD Board Gretchen Chevalier Lowell Haky Stephanie Kreutzer Roger Pettey Howard & Joyce Shao  paytial list.
Nancy Kaible, Fir. 0USD Board Anil K. Chopra Alex Hall Anny Lackey Nancy & Ned Pike Joel Sheiman Titles for identification
Jason Kaune, Fr, 0USD Board Gene & Lisa Chow Julia Hall Tahitha Langman Catherine & Andrew Pines Bella Shirin purposes only.
Linda Landau, Frmr, OUSD Board Tim Christianson Jud Hammon Craig Larsen Wayne Phillips
Julie Rossiter, Fmr. 0USD Board Todd & Nina Clark Lori Hardy Ashley Lee Marcella Place V‘,ZEEEURRéﬁ'ﬁﬂi’!iﬂ!?!!ﬁ!ﬂ?E
Pat Rudebusch, Frmr. OUSD Baard Kate Clarke Steve & Tish Harwood Yasaman & Young Lee The Plackter Family
Riki Sorenson, Fmr. 0USD Board Shannon & Jon Conner Chris & Lisa Haskell Jan & Barry Levin Jennifer Plumley
Clark Wallace, Fimr, 0USD Board Niall Conway Pete & Helen Hasselman Melanie Light Terry Pollack

Jill M. Cooper Liz Headley Hana Lindberg Julia Prinzi

Christopher Severson, AUHSD Board
Vanessa Crews, Fmr. AUHSD Board
Susie Epstein, Fmr. AUHSD Board

NO ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE Z
WAS SUBMITTED

Steven Danziger, Moraga-Orinda Fire District Director
Alex Evans, Fmr. Moraga-Orinda Fire District Chair

There are usually two sides to every ,
argument, but check your ballot book...
There is no argument against Measure Z.

By March 7, Vote Yes on Z:

NO ARGUMENT
AGAINST
MEASURE z was SUBMITTED

%ﬁ; GREAT TEACHERS
GREAT ORINDA SCHOOLS

€ www.YesonZ4OrindaSchools.org ﬂ /YesonZ4OrindaSchools @YesonZ4OrindaSchools

Ad paid for by Orinda Community for Excellent Schools Yes on Z, FPPC# 1410598.
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SUMMER CAMPS 2023

17th Annual Summer Camp Guide
25,000 copies printed and delivered to homes and
business in Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

Wednesday, March 1, 2023

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Public Notice

Sara Brent Giordani is legally changing her name to Sara Brent Hall.

Help keep our local animals wild,

especially coyotes.

It’s mating season for coyotes and they are
more active, including during daylight hours.
Absolutely do not feed them, as it will likely re-
sult in aggressiveness. Precautions include not
leaving dog and cat food outdoors. Children,
adults and pets all thank you.

Service Clubs Announcements

Lamonnda Sunnse

Rotary :

Every Friday, 7 - 8:15 a.m. Lafayette Veterans Memorial Building
OR Zoom Link at https://lamorindasunrise.org/speakers

March 2023 Weekly Speakers
March 3 - Gasper Begus, Assistant Professor at UC Berkeley

Language shapes economics. His research focuses on developing deep
learning models for speech data

March 10 - Dr Julian Delarue, UC Davis
March 17 - Sajia Darwish, Developing our innate hunger for knowledge
March 24 - Suzanne Bragdon, Rotary District 5160 Governor
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DECKiDOCIORS

EEATRROOEESIDING

Repairs | Pressure Washing
Stripping | Sanding | Staining
Painting | Coatings | Inspections

|LeapFrog Plumbing

I
Save some WATER ‘n save some I
GREEN this St. Paddy’s Day l
with a re-circulating hot-

water pump. There’s one to (|
fit your needs (push-button, i
timer-activated, full-time & more).
Tired of waiting for that hot water to ||
arrive? No more water down the

| drain while you wait for hot water! I

$25 OFF! §

any plumbing job ($225 or over)*

 Water
$50 OFF!

1 Sewer
Hot water recirculation pump
e Water. H.eater systems & tankless water heaters.
Specialist
* 24/7 Service

Gas

Late model tankless water heaters have inte-
gral pumps. Contact us for more information!

*Expires 4/15/23 Provided & installed by
LeapFrog Plumbing. 1 coupon per job.

We Hop o It/

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

. 93776600 &

e www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com =3 :

929641
e — L |

» March 15 featuring listings of spring and full day summer camps, Deadline March 1
o April 12 featuring a listing of half day summer camps & classes, Deadline March 29
» May 10 short listing of all camps, Deadline April 26

Advertise Your Camp, Reserve Your Space Today
Call 925-377-0977 or email wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

SMC Welcomes two new art exhibits

Jacob Lawrence "The Opener" 1997

By Vera Kochan

Two new exhibits opened at
the Saint Mary’s College Mu-
seum of Art as of Feb. 15: “Ja-
cob Lawrence: Three Series of
Prints” and “From the Ground
Up,” which highlights the
work of Louis Siegriest.

Upon entering the mu-
seum, guests will first experi-
ence the Jacob Lawrence
(1917-2000) exhibit. Using an
expressive and abstract style,
the artist, according to the
Washington State Arts Com-
mission, “explores the human
condition, the African Ameri-
can experience, American
history, and themes of social
justice.”

Lawrence once described
his own work by saying,
“When the subject is strong,
simplicity is the only way to
treat it.” His three series of
prints include the topics: Tou-
ssaint I’Ouverture; Genesis;
and Hiroshima.

Born in Atlantic City, New
Jersey, Lawrence spent his
early years in the New York
City neighborhood of Harlem.
Immersing himself in several
art courses, thanks to scholar-
ships, he became the first
African American artist in-
cluded in the New York Mu-
seum of Modern Art’s perma-
nent collection. Teaching art
at several schools and univer-
sities until 1971, he went on to
accept a full-time faculty posi-
tion with the University of
Washington in Seattle where
he retired as a professor
emeritus in 1983. Along the
way, Lawrence received sev-
eral awards including the Sp-
ingarn Medal (1970), the
NAACP Annual Great Black
Artists Award (1988), and the
National Medal of Arts (1990).

Lawrence’s Toussaint
L’Ouverture series depicts the
life of the Haitian revolution-
ary leader, born in 1743, as a
slave. L’Ouverture eventually
became commander-in-chief
of the revolutionary army
while leading efforts to create
the country’s first democratic
constitution in 1800. Arrested
by Napoleon Bonaparte’s
troops in 1802, he was im-
prisoned in Paris and died a
year later. Unfortunately, he
never saw a predominantly
black Haiti become the sec-
ond republic in the Western
Hemisphere during 1804. “If
these people, who were so
much worse off than the peo-
ple of today, could conquer
slavery,” stated Lawrence,
“we can certainly do the same
thing.”

The exhibition’s curator,
Peter Nesbett, noted, “These
prints are based on 41 paint-
ings from a series which was
completed in 1938. The paint-
ings were executed in tem-

il

Photos Vera Kochan

pura and significantly smaller
in scale than the prints.
Lawrence reworked many of
the images during the process
of translating them to silk
screen.”

Lawrence’s next eight
prints, the Genesis series
(1990), depict Bible verses
from the King James version
of Genesis. Growing up influ-
enced under the Baptist faith,
Lawrence’s memories of Sun-
day school helped to drive this
series. “I remember the min-
isters giving very passionate
sermons pertaining to the
Creation,” he once said.
“These things stay with you
even though you don’t realize
what an impact these experi-
ences are making on you at
the time. As I was doing the
series, I think that this was in
the back of my mind, hearing
this minister talk about these
things.”

The last of Lawrence’s se-
ries at SMC is called Hi-
roshima. He was invited to
provide illustrations for au-
thor John Hersey’s 1946 work,
“Hiroshima,” and decided to
focus on daily events occur-
ring in the lives of a popula-
tion at the moment the bomb
dropped on Aug. 6, 1945. Al-
though the graphic scenes
were not country or city-
specific they include a mar-
ketplace, farmers, a man with
birds, a playground, a boy
with a kite, a street scene, a
park, and a family scene.

“Is it not ironic that we
have produced great scien-
tists, great musicians, great
orators, chess players,
philosophers, poets and great
teachers and, at the same
time, we have developed the
capacity and the genius to
create the means to devastate

and to completely destroy our
planet Earth, with all its life
and beauty?” commented
Lawrence. “How could we de-
velop such creative minds
and, at the same time, develop
such a destructive instru-
ment? Only God knows the
answer. Let us hope that
someday at some time, He will
give us the answer to this very
perplexing question.”

The second exhibit, “From
the Ground Up,” features 22
works by Oakland artist Louis
Siegriest (1899-1980), along
with art by his colleagues
from the Society of Six. The
paintings range from his early
“plein-air” works to his later
efforts with asphalt and
gypsum.

During the 1920s, the So-
ciety of Six (other Bay Area
artists) practiced avant-garde
approaches to painting with
bold and bright colors cap-
tured outdoors in the daylight.
The works depicted scenes in
California.

“Often Siegriest is under-
stood and heavily associated
with his early role in the Soci-
ety of Six, but it’s important to
remember he was only a
teenager then,” stated the ex-
hibit’s curator Britt Royer. “He
continued to paint well into
the 1980s, and unlike other
group members, his paintings
reflect a distinct divisional
growth. This exhibition con-
textualizes Siegriest’s explo-
ration of landscape, honing
into the meaning of place and
how as an artist Siegriest re-
fines his practice.”

An interesting note to
Siegriest’s resume was that
during World War II he
worked as a camouflage artist.
From an aerial perspective, he
would assess buildings and
determine the necessary pat-
terns and colors needed to
conceal them within their
surrounding landscape. This
helped him in his depiction of
land with regards to his
paintings. “I saw things with a
different view than I had be-
fore,” he stated. It gave him
the ability to use an abstract
pattern as the base to almost
all of his future works. With
this shift in his perspective,
the 1950s saw Siegriest use
thin layers of gypsum, asphalt,
and even plain-old dirt in his
more abstract creations.

SMC’s Museum of Art
(1928 Saint Mary’s Road, Mor-
aga) is open from 10 a.m. to 4
p-m. Wednesday through Sun-
day. Admission is free. For
more information visit:
www.stmarys-ca-edu/museum
or call (925) 631-4379.

Louis Siegriest "Planets in Motion" 1966
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Final farewell performances planned
for Gold Coast Chamber Players
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Sakura Cello Quintet: Cellists Stella Cho, Michael Kaufman, Yoshika Matsuda, Peter Myers,

and Nathan Chan (guest)
By Lou Fancher

For 35 magical seasons, Gold
Coast Chamber Players
founder, Artistic Director and
violist Pamela Freund-
Striplen has brought vibrant,
high caliber chamber music
concerts and top tier musi-
cians to the East Bay. After
launching Gold Coast in grand
homes in Alameda and ap-
pearing in small- and large-
scale venues throughout the
Bay Area, Freund-Striplen’s
effervescent energy and im-
mersive programs—im-
mensely instructive but never
pedantic—enriched the
Lafayette community with an
ongoing series at the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center.

Freund-Striplen will con-
clude the thematic-specific
concerts at the end of the
2022-23 season.

The March 11 concert,
“Cello Extravaganza,” is pre-
sented in partnership with the
Bay Area Music Consortium
and features the SAKURA Cello
Quintet, whose members are
Stella Cho, Michael Kaufman,
Yoshika Matsuda, Peter Myers
and guest cellist Nathan Chan.
The all-cello program is ro-
bust, with works by Faure,
Dvorak, Falla, Peter Myers,
Debussy, Joe Hisaishi, Britten,
Schubert, Rachmaninoff, and
Chick Corea.

The final concert on April
15, “Souvenir,” showcases
Freund-Striplen joined by
Brendan Speltz, violin; Connie
Kupka, violin; Luke Fleming,
viola; Andrew Janss, cello; and
David Speltz, cello. The pro-
gram includes Beethoven’s
Duo “Eyeglasses” for viola and
cello; F.A. Kummer’s “Cello
Duo #1 in C Major, Op.22;”
Mozart’s “Quintet in G minor,
k. 516;” and Tchaikovsky’s
“Souvenir de Florence, Op.
70.”

The performances are
preceded by an always-
intriguing pre-concert talk
presented 30 minutes prior to
the 7:30 p.m. “curtain time,”
led by Freund-Striplen or
other musicians involved in
the performance, who offer
expert insights into the his-
toric and cultural environ-
ment within which the pro-
gram’s works were composed
and first performed.

About the origins of the
cello quintet program, Freund-
Striplen said, “A founding
member of Sakura, Peter My-
ers, has performed with GCCP
several times and that led me
to find out about his cello
quintet. I've always been a fan
of groups of celli: the range
and singing quality is so rich.
Once we had eight cellos in a
concert and it was simply
amazing!”

Most of the works on the
wide-ranging program are
arranged for cello quintet by
Sakura and demonstrate a va-
riety of music styles. Brilliant
contrasts in texture and tone —
not to mention rhythm, tim-
bre, and balance in the cello
voices — are evident to anyone
comparing Dvordak’s “Silent
Woods” to Corea’s “Spain” to
Schubert’s “Erlkonig,” and so
on. “Dvorak is my favorite
composer and ‘Silent Woods’ is
a great example of why (that is
true),” Freund-Striplen said.
“From the very first notes, I
feel my heart is breaking. Gold
Coasters know Dvorak is in-
cluded in almost every
seasomn.”

Freund-Striplen first
heard Schubert’s “Erlkonig”
while a student at Oberlin
Conservatory. “My friends and
I became obsessed with the
original version for baritone
and piano. You don’t have to
read the poem it’s based on to
feel the excitement of the
chase by the supernatural.
We’d listen to it over and over,
even at parties. We were true
music nerds.”

The selections for the final
concert hold significance for
the ensemble but also, impor-
tantly, for audiences who have
long treasured the unique ac-
cess they have had to Gold
Coast’s first class musicians in
the library’s’ intimate, small
space.

Former Lafayette City
Manager Steve Falk, after
learning Freund-Striplen will
wrap up annual seasons and
move on from Gold Coast,
wrote on social media: “This is
the day I dreaded - but I knew
it would eventually come.
What you’ve done in and for
Lafayette, Pamela, is nothing
short of remarkable, and I've
long been proud to tell people
about the sophisticated and

elegant music and program-
ming you've delivered to our
community. Your basic mes-
sage: the good stuff isn’t
owned by the big city; we can
do that here, too! And you did.
With joy. With young people.
With national and interna-
tional stars. With challenging
and interesting repertoire.
With intention and in-
tegrity. You are one of a kind,
Pam, and I bow down now to
honor you and the work
you’ve done.”

The “Souvenir” program
includes what she calls “fa-
vorite gems in the chamber
music repertoire.” Designed as
a blockbuster end to the sea-
son, she had no idea when she
curated the program that it
would be the collective’s last
concert. “The title is a
poignant coincidence,” she
said. “Tchaikovsky’s epic ‘Sou-
venir de Florence’ will blow
the walls down and will be a
joyous way to finish.”

Reflecting on the group’s
history and legacy, she said, “I
hope our legacy is about
building community through
music. By creating an adven-
turous concert series with an
international reputation, GCCP
became part of the fabric of
my community. We provided
not just employment, but a
place for musicians to really
create meaningful work. Also,
our educational programs
have reached hundreds of
students throughout the Bay
Area. A former student of
mine, now a Campolindo High
School sophomore, just
formed Young Chamber Play-
ers, a student led chamber
music organization and a real
passing of the torch.”

As for Freund-Striplen’s
specific plans and her next
chapter as a professional mu-
sician, she said, “I’ll be con-
centrating on special projects
with social impact, like ‘Cul-
tural Crossroads’ from Gold
Coast’s last season. I'm excited
about taking it to a national
and maybe even an interna-
tional audience. I still love
performing and curating and
will see where my imagination
takes me. I'm also going to do
some consulting to help others
design concerts in their
communities.”
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These delicious heart healthy crackers

Nordic Seed Crackers

By Susie Iventosch

We were a little late to the seed
cracker party, since no one in our
family is sensitive to gluten, but I was
intrigued by a package of them at a
local cheese shop, and decided to give
them a try. I love seeds and nuts of
all kinds, but had never had a
cracker full of them. They were so
incredibly delicious and, naturally, I
decided to make my own version at
home. Once you’ve tasted these,
youw’ll wonder where they’ve been all
of your life! This game changer just
so happened to coincide with a fam-
ily member needing to be on a heart-
healthy diet, so we were all really
happy to learn of the many health
benefits of these crackers. Even the
arrowroot, which is used as a thick-
ening agent to bind the seeds to-
gether, is supposed to be good for the
heart!

Arrowroot powder is comprised
of starches from the arrowroot plant
—maranta arundinacea. It’s gluten-

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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free, odorless and tasteless, so be-
sides thickening things up, you
hardly know it’s there at all. It can
also be a good substitute for corn-
starch, and while some say to use 2
teaspoons of arrowroot for every ta-
blespoon of cornstarch, I use itin a
1:1 ratio. Arrowroot powder has
twice the thickening power of wheat
flour. It also contains potassium, an
essential electrolyte important to
heart health. That sure sounds good
to us!

While we are super excited about
arrowroot as a thickening agent, all
of the nuts and seeds in these crack-
ers are also protein-rich, have essen-
tial minerals and antioxidants, and
contain no cholesterol. But, have we
mentioned how delicious they taste?
That’s our primary objective when
we create recipes, but having healthy
benefits is important, too.

You should be able to find most
of these seeds at your local market or
health food store. If you cannot find
all of them, just substitute with an-
other seed that you like.

Photo Susie Iventosch INGREDIENTS
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pack a protein-rich punch
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Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found

1/2 cup sesame seeds black or white or a mixture

1/4 cup chia seeds on our website:
1/3 cup hemp seeds o
1/2 cup raw pepitas www.lamorindaweekly.com .

If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by
email or call our office at
(925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

1/2 cup sunflower seeds (can be raw or roasted,

salted or unsalted)

1/2 cup flaxseeds

1/2 tsp. sea salt or pink Himalayan salt

4 thsp. olive oil

1/3 cup arrowroot powder

3/4 cup boiling water

Pink or sea salt grinder for the top of the crackers
DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 275 F. Line a 13x18 baking sheet with parchment paper. Set aside.

Mix all of the seeds in a large mixing bowl. Stir in salt and arrowroot powder to
blend. Add olive oil and mix well. Pour in boiling water and blend well. Allow to sit for
10 minutes to thicken.

Spread the mixture out evenly on the prepared baking sheet, smoothing it out with
an off-set spatula. Be sure to get the mixture to cover the baking sheet from side to side
and end to end in a thin layer. If the spatula gets sticky, run it under hot water and
continue the process.

Season the top of the seed mixture lightly with a salt grinder.

Bake for 90 minutes, turning the baking sheet halfway through the baking. The sheet
of crackers should be a beautiful golden-brown. Remove from oven and cool completely
before breaking it into the cracker-size pieces.

We like to break the sheet into larger chunks until we’re ready to serve them. This
keeps them from crumbling too much. But, not to worry, the crumbs make excellent
salad toppers!

Store in an airtight container in the pantry.

Acalanes DAR awards
scholarships to local middle

and high school students

Submitted by Louise Diracles

The Acalanes Chapter of the Daughters
of the American Revolution honored
three middle school students for their
submissions to this year's DAR Ameri-
can History Essay contest, and four se-
nior high students selected by their
schools as this year's DAR Good Citizen
winners. A High Tea and Award Cere-
mony was held Feb. 4, hosted by
Chapter Members who set the tables
with their personal china and served
delicious home-made tea sandwiches,
cookies, fruit, and other sweets.

All seven students were recog-
nized and provided with scholarships
and certificates. Additionally, the
American History winners were
awarded monetary awards, gift cards
and personalized reusable chalk-
boards decorated with flags.

The senior high students were

p o

Photo provided
From left: Regent Mary Carrillo, American History winners Sophia
Zarhouni, Atlee Hamilton, Benjamin Serrano, Good Citizen winner Shannen
Swartz, co-chair Sarah Gorham, Good Citizen winners Caitly Ellis, and Jack
Ficken, and co-chair Susan Bourne.

awarded a U.S. flag that had been
flown over the U.S. Capitol in their
honor.

The American History essay win-
ners were Benjamin Serrano in first
place, Atlee Hamilton placing second,
and Sophia Zarhouni placing third. All
three read their winning essays to the
group.

Campolindo High School's Good
Citizen, Katherine Pflieger, was the
Acalanes Chapter's essay winner. The
other Good Citizen winners were Jack
Ficken from Bentley School, Shannen
Swartz from Contra Costa Christian
School, and Caitlyn Ellis from Las Lo-
mas who read their essays.

The Acalanes Chapter Members
are delighted to reward these remark-
able students, and we wish them well
as they continue on their life's jour-
ney. They are our future!

Boys Team Charity and
Lamorinda Village provide
storm help to Village

seniors
Submitted by b S
Helen Gough

L

Boys team Charity joined
a small group of volun-
teers from Lamorinda
Village providing aid to
elders whose homes were
endangered by flooding
due to the heavy rainfall
in January. The volun-
teers filled, delivered, and
installed over 50 sand-
bags. Lamorinda Village
is a nonprofit whose goal
is to support seniors who
wish to age in place by
matching them with vol-
unteers. Boys Team Char-
ity Orinda and Lamorinda
are local chapters of a
national service organi-
zation comprised of
young volunteers and
their parents who work
together to provide aid
within their communities.

The teens from BTC
and their families went
above and beyond to help
the seniors prepare for
the onslaught of rain, go-
ing to multiple locations
to find bags and sand and
even purchasing bags of
soil to use for sandbags.
Village member Angie
Bailie wrote after the
storms to say, “Dave and I
cannot thank Vanessa
and her family enough
for their help. They brought us eight
very large bags of bark in an attempt to
alleviate some flooding in my garage
before the next big storm. Their help
could not have come at a better time.
The boys were polite, friendly and

Henry Hunt Photo Craig Hunt
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Photo Angie Bailie

worked very hard to help in the entire
process. We also want Lamorinda Vil-
lage, BTC, anyone else who needs to
know how very grateful we were to re-
ceive this help from such a lovely fam-
ily doing such good to help others!”
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Scout Troop 303 hosts Open

House for boys and girls

—
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Photo Angelica Steinmeier

Troop 303 Scouts camped on Tomales Beach in Point Reyes National
Seashore for two nights. Six fought wind and current to bring oysters back
from Hog Island Oyster to camp. From left: Aimee Steinmeier, Ira Manav,
Gunn Young Kim, Brandyn Iverson, Camille Peterson, Orion Filippenko,

Capri Filippenko and Collin Finegan.

Submitted by Angelica
Steinmeier

Orinda Troop 303 would like to invite
children ages 11-18 to join us for ad-
venture and discovery. Scouts in our
troop are encouraged to organize and
lead outings. They learn valuable life
skills, mentor younger scouts and ex-

plore interests and hobbies with
friends. Our troops will be hosting an
Open House at 7:30 p.m. March 27 at St
Stephen’s Episcopal Church (66
St.Stephens Dr., Orinda). Students fifth
grade and up are welcome to attend.
For more information, please
email troop303g@gmail.com or visit
our website at https://www.troopweb-
host.org/Troop3030rinda for details.

925-377-0977

Troop 204 honors new Eagle

Scouts

Submitted by Matt Adler

Lafayette Boy Scout Troop 204 will
honor four scouts who achieved the
Eagle Scout Rank at the Troop's 70th
Eagle Court of Honor at St. Perpetua
Church on March 18. Eagle Scout is the
highest rank in the Boy Scouts of
America.

To attain the Eagle Scout rank, a
Scout must earn at least 21 merit
badges including 14 Eagle required
badges, demonstrate leadership and
Scout spirit and successfully complete
an approved Eagle Service Project. In
addition to the requirements above,
these Troop 204 Eagle Scouts partici-
pated in the annual 50 mile backpack-
ing trips, including planning and lead-
ing a trek on an eight-day trip.

Ben Adler of Lafayette, a junior at
Acalanes High School, worked with
Napa and Sonoma to restore the habi-
tat of the barn owl population by
building 30 owl boxes. These boxes
will be placed in both areas to restore
worn out homes, or homes destroyed
by wildfires.

Andrew Baxter of Walnut Creek, a

Photo provided

junior at Las Lomas High School, col-
lected over 100 pairs of running shoes
to be distributed by One World Run-
ning to support the charity in their
mission to bring people closer together
through running.

Antonio Godwin of Lafayette, a se-
nior at Acalanes High School, led a do-
nation drive to collect new and used
soccer equipment to be sent to a mis-
sion in Mexico through an orphanage
organization called Nuestros Pequenos
Hermanos.

Milan Reimer of Lafayette, a junior
at De La Salle High School, led a group
of volunteers to refurbish the four
baseball dugouts at Stanley Middle
School. The group sanded and re-
painted the benches and backstops and
built four removable bat and helmet
racks with the goal of encouraging
more kids to experience the joys of
playing baseball at Stanley.

Troop 204, Lafayette's oldest BSA
troop, is celebrating 91 years of scout-
ing and community service and is cur-
rently accepting new members. For
more information, please
visit www.troop204.com
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Two Troop 243 Eagle Scouts

honored
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Aidan Clark and Owen Smith

Submitted by Dean Smith

Two Lafayette Boy Scouts were
awarded the prestigious rank of Eagle
Scout from Troop 243. Aidan Clark and
Owen Smith, both residents of
Lafayette, earned the rank of Eagle af-
ter 12 years of Scouting in the Burton
Valley area. The Scouts were awarded
the rank on Nov. 5, 2022 at an offi-

cial ceremony at Lafayette Christian
Church.

Aidan Clark began his Scouting ad-
venture in Pack 643 at Burton Valley
Elementary School. After receiving his
Arrow of Light as a Webelo in 2016, he
transitioned to Troop 243. Aidan
served as Patrol Leader, Senior Patrol
Leader and a number of other leader-
ship posts during his years in the
troop. For his Eagle Scout project,
Aidan designed and built a solar
charging station for use by Acalanes
High School. Aiden is currently a se-
nior at Campolindo High School.

Owen Smith followed a similar
path in Scouting, beginning as a Tiger
Cub in first grade in Pack 645. While in

troop 243, Owen par-
ticipated in a wide
range of activities,
including shooting,
sports, backpacking
and community ser-
vice projects. For
Owen’s Eagle Scout
project, Owen
worked with more
than a dozen volun-
teers to re-purpose
shipping straps into
dog leashes to sup-
port Rocket Dog Res-
cue of Oakland. More
than a dozen volun-
teer sewers helped to
' create over 500 Dog
¢l | Leashesthat will be
~ provided to new dog
~ owners when they
.+ adopt an animal.
Owen is currently a
senior at De La Salle
High School in
Concord.

The two young men experienced a
wide-range of community service pro-
jects, and learned the vast knowledge
of outdoor survival over the course of
their 12-year Scouting experience.

Both Aidan and Owen plan to con-
tinue their work in Scouting, serving as
Junior Assistant Scoutmasters and at-
tending campouts and activities as
adult leaders. Both Scouts plan to at-
tend a four-year university after
graduation.

Aidan and Owen join more than 75
Scouts who have “Eagled” from Troop
243, including Aidan’s father Cooper
Clark who earned the Eagle Scout rank
in 1982. Cooper Clark has been an ac-
tive Scout leader since Cub Scouts,
where he served as Den Leader, Cub
Master, and most recently Assistant
Scoutmaster at Troop 243.

Troop 243 meets weekly at the
Lafayette Christian Church at 535
Glenside in Lafayette. For more infor-
mation on joining the Scouts, you can
email the troop
at Troop243CA@gmail.com .
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Campo Key Club
Food Drive

continues
through
March 17

Submitted by Tim Freeman

Nina Damiano picks up a donation for
the Campo Key Club Food Drive bene-
fitting the Food Bank of Contra Costa
and Solano. The Food Drive extends
through Friday, March 17 (four Fri-
days). Email your address to campok-
eyclub@gmail.com. On Friday morn-
ing place a canned food bag by the
front door. Friday afternoon it will be
picked up and delivered to the Food
Bank.

Photo provided

Communlty Service: we are pleased to make space available when-

ever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to sto-
rydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cele-
brations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

ART

Valley Art Gallery exhibition
until March 18, "California Re-
membered" features the well-
known Bay Area artist Maralyn
Miller, who works in oils and
pastels, painting the golden
rolling hills and dramatic
coastlines of California. 1661
Botelho Drive, Suite 110, Walnut
Creek. www.valleyart-
gallery.org; (925) 935-4311 or
email us at
valleyartgallery@gmail.com

Music

Gold Coast Chamber Players
concert Cello Extravaganza on
Saturday, March 11, at 7:30

p.m., Pre-concert talk at 7 p.m.

Don Tatzin Community Hall at
the Lafayette Library, 3491 Mt.
Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. The
concert will be recorded for on-
line viewing beginning March

21. Single tickets $15-45; Online:

www.gccpmusic.com, by
phone: (925) 283-3728. Pamela
Freund-Striplen, (925) 283-3728

Crowden Music Center pre-
sents Sundays @ Four: Quartet
San Francisco on Sunday,
March 12, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. at
Crowden Music Center, 1475
Rose Street, Berkeley. Crowden
is proud to present Grammy-
nominated Quartet San Fran-
cisco performing works by 20th
century American legends Ed-
die South and Raymond Scott.
Cost: Free to $25. For more info

see https://www.crowden.org/
quartet-san-francisco/ or call
(510) 559-6910 or email con-
certs@crowden.org.

Benicia Chamber Players pre-
sent on March 3 at 7:30 p.m.
Jean Francaix, String Trio in C
Major; Paul Schoenfield, Café
Music and Gabriel Fauré, Piano
Quartet No. 1, Op. 15. Trinity
Lutheran Church, 1225 Hopy-
ard Rd, Pleasanton. Adults $20
and students $10.
www.eventbrite.com/e/benicia-
chamber-players-perform-
francaix-schoenfield-and-
faure-tickets-552302741367

Pacific Chamber Orchestra
(PCO) presents Passionate, Sat-
urday, March 25 at 7: 30 p.m. at

St. Stephens Episcopal Church
in Orinda and Sunday, March
26 at 3 p.m. at Livermore’s
Bankhead Theater. This
thrilling program welcomes au-
diences to experience the pas-
sionate Nuevo tango of Piaz-
zolla's The Four Seasons of
Buenos Aires, an exquisite
blend of classical and jazz.
Tickets for the performance at
Livermore’s Bankhead Theater
at https://livermorearts.org/
events/pco-passionate/ and for
the performance at St. Stephens
Episcopal Church at www.paci-
ficchamberporchestra.org.
(925) 373-6800

Diablo Ballet celebrates its 29th
Anniversary with a one-night
only performance featuring a

mixed bill including the premiere
of Confetti by Gerald Arpino in
honor of his Centennial Celebra-
tion, Paquita and the premiere of
company dancer, Amanda Farris’
ballet, Elevator Operator. One
night only on March 31 at 6:30
p-m. at the Lesher Center for the
Arts, 1601 Civic Drive in Walnut
Creek. Single tickets are on sale
now ($25 - $52) with senior and
youth pricing available. Early
bird pricing through March 8. For
performance tickets, call (925)
943-SHOW (7469) or visit
www.lesherartscenter.org or
https://diabloballet.org/anniversary-
gala/

... continued on next page
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Music ... continued

Leather jackets, poodle skirts,
and Greased Lightnin’! Watch
out, Orinda, Rydell High is com-
ing to Miramonte! One of Mira-
monte High School’s most antici-
pated annual events returns in
March when more than 80 cast,
crew, and band members will be
cruising the halls of Rydell High,
dreaming of “Summer Nights”
and “Beauty School Dropout™ as
they perform the rollicking mu-
sical Grease. Since 1999, Mira-
monte has had a tradition of
producing high-quality musicals
that are student-centered. Friday,
March 17 at 7 p.m., Saturday,
March 18 at 7 p.m., Saturday,
March 25 at 7 p.m., and Sunday,
March 26 at 4 p.m. Purchase
tickets here:
www.showtix4u.com/event-
details/70947

Shotgun Players presents The
Triumph of Love on March 25 at
8 p.m.; March 26 at 5 p.m.;
March 30-April 1 at 8 p.m.; April
2 at5 p.m.; April 6 at 7 p.m;
April 7-8 at 8 p.m.; April 9 at 5
p-m.; April 13 at 7 p.m.; April 14-
15 at 8 p.m.; April 16 at 5 p.m;
April 20 at 7 p.m.; April 21-22 at
8 p.m.; April 23 at 5 p.m., at
Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby Ave,
Berkeley. 'The Triumph of Love'
follows the sly seductress

Leonide as she adopts the dress
and prerogatives of a man and
wins the object of her desire.
Cost: $8-48. For more info see
http://shotgunplayers.org/
online/article/triumph-of-love or
call (510) 841-6500 x303 or email
boxoffice@shotgunplayers.org.

Town Hall Theatre’s Young
Playwrights Festival. The Young
Playwrights Festival (YPF) is a
part of Town Hall Education's
Young Playwrights Program,
which connects Bay Area theatre
professionals with local high
school students to create, write,
and develop new theatre pieces.
From the many talented writers,
four finalists have been chosen
whose plays will be performed
by professional actors at the
Young Playwrights Festival
March 12 at 7 p.m., at Town Hall
Theatre. Tickets are open to the
public and Pay-What-You-Can
($20 suggested ticket price).
Town Hall Theatre, 3535 School
Street, Lafayette.

Town Hall Theatre Company
presents: “The Shape of Things”
written by Neil LaBute, directed
by Salim Razawi. March 4-25,
tickets: $25-40, March 24 is the
Pay-What-You-Can performance.
Town Hall Theatre, 3535 School
Street, Lafayette

Orinda Books Thursday, March
2 at 11 a.m. Pat's Book Club will
read and discuss “The Paris
Bookseller” by Kerri Maher. This
gripping novel is the dramatic
story of how a humble book-
seller fought against incredible
odds to bring one of the most
important books of the 20th cen-
tury to the world. All are wel-
come. Note: This title had been
scheduled for February but was
postponed due to the book’s
temporary unavailability. 276
Village Square, Orinda, (925)
254-7606, www.orind-
abooks.com,
info@orindabooks.com

Ethical Will Workshop: Join
Professional Personal Historian
and Soul Forum Podcast Co-Host
April Bell on Saturday, March 18
from 8:45 a.m. to noon as she
leads a storytelling workshop
based on the Ethical Will, of-
fered at Creekside Commons,
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette. Ex-
plore, and maybe even share, the
stories which have shaped your
most cherished values. Refine
the legacy you hope to leave.
Space is limited, so reserve your
spot now. For FAQ and Informa-
tion, visit www.creeksidecom-
mons.org events tah.

Other

Live At the Orinda - David
Burnham. March 5 at 5 p.m.
Orinda Theatre, 2, Orinda The-
atre Square. Broadway's David
Burnham makes his Orinda The-
atre debut with his solo show,
"Mostly Broadway." Burnham
was last seen on Broadway in the
mega-hit musical, "Wicked,"
playing Fiyero, a role that he
originated in the developmental
workshops of the show. Tix:
www.OrindaMovies.com

Campolindo High School DEIB
(Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and
Belonging) committee is hosting
a showing of the Not In Our
Town documentary, “Repairing
the World: Stories from the Tree
of Life.” It is a film that follows
the aftermath of the mass shoot-
ing at Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life
Synagogue. March 9 from 7 to 9
p-m., Del Valle Theater, 1963 Tice
Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek. Free.
Moderated by Rabbi Jill Perlman
of Temple Isaiah, there will be a
Q&A session with director,
Patrice O'Neill, after the film.
Please register for the event
here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
movie-screening-repairing-the-
world-stories-from-the-tree-of-life-
tickets-529887476707

Spring Equinox Celebration
and Dance Party: Saturday,

Lafayette-Orinda
Presbyterian Church

You are invited to join us!

AWELCOMING #+= LOVING

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
wat | EARNS, GROWS, AND SERVES

TOGETHER.

49 Knox Dirmee & Latapette, CA

LOPC.ORG

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

mvpe
JOIN US
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM

OR ONLINE AT MVYPCTODAY.ORG

\

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Sunday 10am in person worship
We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.

Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms everyone
on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
In-Person & Virtual service Sun. at 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org
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St Stephen’s

‘Worshiping, Learning, Serving

wwewititephensorinda.org

Are you looking for a change of pace?

Come and celebrate Evensong, a beautiful, candlelight service and
traditional Anglican liturgy, in the newly renovated sanctuary of
St.Stephen’s Episcopal church, Orinda.

The service begins at 6:00 pm. Anthems, sung by the Chancel Choir will
include music by Thomas Tallis ; a psalm setting by Thomas Norris.

Date: Sunday March 19th Time: 6:00 pm

Epizcopal Church

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com

1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550
10:45 AM Sunday Service

March 25, 4:30 to 8 p.m. Creek-
side Commons of Lafayette hosts
a special evening for the whole
family. It's a moment to shake off
winter and dive into all the en-
ergy of spring. Live music, hula
hoop performer, projects for
kids, a collective art project, Taco
Food Truck, adult drinks, and
even a moment of reflection
from Soul Forum Podcast host,
Dan Senter. It’s a party with
purpose! 1035 Carol Lane, Main
Hall. For more information visit
www.creeksidecommons.org
events tab.

Acalanes High School Color
Run Sunday, March 26 at 9 a.m.
The 4th annual Color Run will
take place at Acalanes High
School. This fundraiser supports
the Classes of 2024 and Class of
2025 and is a 1- or 2-mile loop
through the Acalanes campus. It
is open to the entire local com-
munity — elementary, middle
and high school students. Each
participant receives a white T-
shirt to wear through the five
color stations where participants
will emerge in a rainbow of col-
ors by the end of the run. Get
your tickets here:
https://gofan.co/app/events/848768
?schoolld=CA22846

Egg Hunt and Spring Festival:
Family fun for all ages! Activities
include egg hunt, Easter bunny
photo op, games and prizes, arts
and crafts, face painting, and
more! March 25, 9 a.m. to noon;
Moraga Commons. Hosted by
Moraga Juniors Women's Club.
Visit moragajuniors.org for ticket
information.

Presentation: Ensuring Their
Future: Greater Freedom to
Teach and Learn in Public Edu-
cation. This a broad look at how
education echoes societal out-
look, from Indigenous connec-
tion to our great challenges, and
how education can help recover
well-being. Sunday, March 19,
noon to 2 p.m.; Creekside Com-
mons, Room Oak View 3, 1035
Carol Ln., Lafayette; no charge;
speaker and optional RSVP:
peggymagilen@yahoo.com.

Orinda Network for Education
(ONE) third anniversary cele-
bration. March 14, 6:30 - 8:30
p.m. at the Wilder Art and Gar-
den Center. ONE was formed in
March of 2020 by a small and
determined working Board of
Directors, in collaboration with
all six of Orinda’s school Parents’
Clubs. success. Tickets can be
purchased at
www.oneorinda.org/cheers

Lafayette Garden Club
monthly meeting begins on
March 9 at 9:30 a.m. for social
time and munchies before the
business meeting starts at 10 at
the Veteran’s Hall, 3780 Mt. Dia-
blo Blvd, Lafayette. Guest
speaker Elizabeth Ruiz, a garden
designer and aesthetic pruner,
will give a talk on the art of
pruning. Also at the meeting will
be a special person who has vol-
unteered to sharpen garden
tools, so bring one of your clip-
pers or other tool that needs
sharpening and put your name
on it. The meeting is free to at-
tend. We welcome visitors and
new members so please contact
us at
LGCMembershipCommittee@
gmail.com.

The Walnut Creek Garden Club
will hold its monthly meeting on
Monday, March 13 at the Elks
Lodge, 1475 Creekside Dr, in
Walnut Creek. Registration be-
gins at 9:30 a.m., followed by a
brief business meeting, social
time and an educational pro-
gram. Guest Speaker Rose
Loveall is the mastermind and
owner of Morningsun Herb
Farm in Vacaville, a beautiful
nature hotbed filled with medic-
inal and culinary possibilities.
Rose shares her passion about all
things growing and green as she
leads you down the path with a
sensory awareness. We welcome
the public to visit our meetings
and to become a part of the Wal-
nut Creek Garden Club. For
more information, please visit:
www.walnutcreekgardenclub.org.

Please submit events to:
calendar@lamorinda
weekly.com
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Campo defeats Las Lomas to win NCS
Championship; NorCal up next

Campolindo celebrates NCS victory

By Jon Kingdon

The atmosphere in the
Acalanes gym was electric as
Campolindo and Los Lomas
faced off at this neutral site to
determine who would win the
North Coast Sectional Champi-
onship. With the gym equally
divided in Campolindo red and
Los Lomas maroon, the re-
spective student bodies stand-
ing the entire game and with
the gym so crowded, a number
of fans were forced to sit in the
aisles, it was a game that was
destined to come down to a fi-
nal shot, which it did with
Campolindo coming out on top
48-47.

Coming into the game,
Campolindo and Los Lomas
had played twice with a one-
point differential over the two
games, with high scoring wins
for each team. Campolindo
won the first game 85-64 and
Los Lomas won the second
game 59-39. Campolindo
coach Steven Dyer anticipated
anything but a blowout game
for either team. “I was 100%
certain that it was going to be a
close game,” Dyer said. “Los
Lomas is a really good team

that had won 10 straight
games and our league has re-
ally been disrespected by the
NCS seeding committee. With
us, Los Lomas, and Clayton
Valley, it shows how good the
top part of our league was.”

It was a back-and-forth
game with Campolindo leading
most of the way. The Cougars
led 29-26 at the half and 46-40
after three quarters. Los Lo-
mas took its first lead since
early in the first quarter, 47-46
with 1:33 to go in the game.
Logan Robeson, who finished
with 13 points, had scored the
first basket of the game, then
scored the last basket of the
game on a drive to the rim
with 1:06 left to play.

Los Lomas would have
three more opportunities to
score in and were turned away
each time, with Robeson get-
ting the key rebound with 10
seconds left in the game. Los
Lomas fouled Campolindo
twice and got their final pos-
session with only two seconds
left on the clock. Still, they got
off a clear shot by Jake Davis
from about 45 feet that banged
off the back of the rim, as the
Campolindo fans let out a col-

Photo Jon Kingdon

lective sigh of relief.

It was a matter of solid de-
fense and toughness according
to Dyer. “Our game plan was to
be more physical on defense,”
Dyer said. “Los Lomas out-
played us from the toughness
perspective in our second
game so we talked a lot about
how we couldn’t get out
toughed. We didn’t make any
huge scheme adjustments. We
just worried about being tough
and playing Campo
basketball.”

Though it was a true team
effort, Dyer singled out his
three captains, Robeson,
Shane O’Reilly and Clay Naf-
fziger for their play on offense
and defense. “These three se-
niors have had a lot of big-time
moments,” Dyer said. “It was
just effort. These guys really
want to win, and it took every-
thing for it to get done.

For Robeson, after suffer-
ing through two injury-played
seasons, the win was particu-
larly special. “I've been
through so much to get here
and to finally get this win, it
just means the world to me,”
Robeson said.

... continued on Page C4

Drainage Systems

51 Ken's Rototilling &

= Drainage Systems
Landscaping
« French Drains Installed
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations

Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

TAX PREPARATION

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
For Individuals And Investors.
Let us solve your tax problems.
Walnut Creek. Rex Crandell
(925) 934-6320.
rexcrandell@astound.net

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641

alamedaengineering@comcast.net

alameda-engineering.com

—-imm

Custom Quahty Fencing

{KEN’S

" REDWOOD FENCING

H
a—"

-l LS

|

,“H T k, 925-938-9836

. Good Nelghbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

* Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls
 Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

$21 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

¢ Quetzal Handyman &
Housecleaning Services

NO JOB TOO SMALL

'| Electrical, plumbing, concrete,
driveways & more...
Housecleaning Service
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

WE HOP TO IT‘

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

| House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.
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Acalanes Head Coach Margaret Gartner, with assistant coaches Scott
Espinosa-Brown and Katie Rathbun

By Jon Kingdon

With a combined 45 and 12
record, the Acalanes (21-7) and
Miramonte (24-5) girls’ basket-
ball teams had superior sea-
sons, playing in the NCS tour-
nament. By virtue of playing in
the open division, Acalanes
was guaranteed a spot in the
NorCal tournament and re-
ceived a seventh seed in Divi-
sion I, playing 10th seeded
Pinewood (Los Altos) on Feb.
28. “Pinewood will be a
tough matchup but every
team in Division I is a good
team and it will be fun to try
and get to the state tourna-
ment,” Coach Margaret Gart-
ner said.

It’s been a huge jump for
the Acalanes girls’ basketball
team since Gartner became the
head coach. The Dons at that
point were ranked 294th in the
state by MaxPreps. As they
prepare for their opening
game in the NorCal tourna-
ment, their rank has jumped to
43rd.

Acalanes concluded their
2021-22 season with a first
round loss in the CIF state
championship to Salesian High
School by a score for 76-40.
This year, the team lost to the
same Salesian team by a score
of 64-62. “It definitely showed
the girls’ growth and that
we’ve gotten used to close
game situations.”

Gartner made it a point to

have a particularly difficult
schedule prior to the league
games with the goal of making
the team ready for the play-
offs. With a 20-7 record enter-
ing the North Coast Sectional
tournament, the team has been
battle tested through the year.
The seven losses came against
teams from California, New
York, Arizona, and Las Vegas
that on the average were
ranked 17th in their respective
states and had a combined 140
and 22 record.

“Our goal was to be play-
ing our best basketball at the
end of the season,” Gartner
said. “The players have
learned from playing tough
games. We say we win, or we
learn. The team has to learn

www.lamorindaweekly.com

from a loss and look at it,
which can be hard, but if you
don’t review it, you won’t be
able to correct it.”

The team has been led by a
core of sophomores Karyss
(K.K.) Lacanlale (16.0 points,
4.2 assists, 3 rebounds and a
2.43 assist to turnover ratio),
Dulci Vail (14.8 points, 8.2 re-
bounds and 1.4 assist), Sophie
Chinn (12.9 points, 6.4 re-
bounds, 2.8 assists), Natalie
Frechman (3.9 points) and Ari-
ana Hallstrom (7.0 points, 3.1
assists and 3.3 rebounds).

The team has solid depth
with junior Jenna Steele (1.3
points, 2.3 rebounds) and se-
niors Emily Du (5.3 points, 3.8
rebounds and 1.3 assists) and
Nicole McCarthy (1.5 points
and 2.3 rebounds). Natalie
Lyons who was averaging 6.7
points is out with a concussion.
Senior Sophia Alvarado was out
for all of the season except for
20 seconds on senior night due
to injuries and concussions but
“she did provide great leader-
ship for us,” said Gartner.

Freshmen Alexis Le (5.3
points, 1.4 assists and 3.0 re-
bounds) and Cameron Thorn-
ton (3.0 points and 1.8 re-
bounds) have both contributed
a lot and have shown great po-
tential for the future.

Running hard practices
has in many ways made the
games less difficult, Gartner
said: “Playing an opponent
may actually be easier than
practice because they don’t
know our players’ games as
well as their teammates do.”

Gartner also works on the
mental aspect of the game.
“There are things we do in
practice to show the girls that
no lead is safe,” Gartner said.
“It helps them mature as play-
ers, knowing they are never
out of a game and to just al-
ways compete.”

Gartner is quick to share
the team’s success with the
players: “They are a great
group of girls that believe in
each other, and they all put in
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Dons and Mats girls’ basketball compete in NorCal tournament

the work. They came in with a
competitive spirit and it was
just a matter of being consis-
tent day in and day out. They
know they can’t turn it on and
off, it just has to be there 100%
of the time.”

Miramonte

By only making it to the
semifinals in the Division II
NCS tournament, Miramonte
had to rely on receiving an
at-large bid for the NorCal
tournament. “It came down
to us and Pinole Valley as to
who would be chosen,”
Coach Vince Wirthman said.
In the end, it was Pinole Val-
ley that got the bid, but any
way to look at the Matadors
season, it would have to be
considered a successful
year.”

After their first game of
the season, the challenges that
Miramonte faced increased
exponentially with the season-
ending injury to junior Willa
Mapaye who was being
counted on as the team’s point
guard and leader on the floor.
In that first game, Mapaye had
scored 11 points and had 7 re-
bounds, 3 assists and 4 steals.

At that point, Wirthman
and the players decided to not
look back. “We had a team
meeting and talked about it
and everybody realized what
they had to do and they all
stepped up their games,”
Wirthman said. “It also helped
that Willa, a co-captain, came
to all our practices and games
and was a pseudo-assistant for
us as well.”

Leading the way were se-
nior co-captains Katherine and
Courtney Scheingart. “After
Willa got hurt, Katherine
stepped in as the point guard
and it was a real eye-opener
for me,” Wirthman said. “She
went right at her opponents.
She, Courtney and (junior co-
captain) Karena Eberts, were
great leaders all year long.

... continued on Page C3

St. Monica's third grade boys
CYO Champions

Top row, from left: coach Carey Barker, coach Chad Hamilton, Jake Barar,
Timmy Shaffer, Kellan Ward, Andy Hamilton; bottom row: Pierce O’Brien,

Cato Ly, James Barker, Ryan Brown

Submitted by Allison O’Brien

The St. Monica’s third grade Spartans

sportsmanship.

are the 2023 CYO West Diablo League
Champions. Moraga is so proud of this
team and their hard work and

Photo provided

Submitted by Tenaya Garrett

After completing an undefeated 10-0
regular season record the St. Monica's
fifth grade American Girls basketball
team defeated a relentless Santa
Maria's fifth grade American Team 30-

Back row, from left: Ava Ricksen, Sierra Romagnolo, Avery
Zwakman, Logan Crosson, Abigail Moon, Vivian Welch, Lizzy
Gilbert; front row: Aria Salvi, Sytney Osteen

St. Monica fifth grade American
Girls capture back-to-back West
Diablo CYO Championship

Photo provided

26 on Sunday, Feb. 5 at Tice Valley Gym

in Walnut Creek. The Spartans have

now captured back-to-back CYO bas-
ketball championships as all nine play-
ers returned for their second season of
CYO Basketball. The team is coached
by Marino Salvi, Eric Moon and Jerry
Gilbert.

The 7th grade boys American team
from St. Monica on Feb. 12 won the

Photo Tami Shaffer

St. Monica's 7th grade boys
American Team captures West
Diablo League Championship

Submitted by Craig Pinedo West Diablo League Championship.

With the win, they earned the top seed

in the Oakland Diocese tournament the
weekend of Feb. 25.

Top row, from left: coach Craig Pinedo, Matthew Morelli, Denzel Parker,
Charlie Sullivan, Ben Shaffer, Jaden Albiento, coach Brian Shaffer; bottom
row: Riley O’Toole, Kian Malekafzali, Jake Pinedo

Submit sports stories and story ideas to
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com



Wednesday, March 1, 2023

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Page: C3

Success and potential for Lamorinda Wrestlers; Campo wrestler
makes it to state

Caiti Freeman (expecting a daughter), Tyson, Phil Freeman and NCS Commissioner Pat
Cruickshank

By Jon Kingdon

As is his wont, Campolindo
wrestling head coach Phil
Freeman was very optimistic
heading into the season, look-
ing to win the boys' and girls'
league championships and
hopeful about sending some-
one to state again this year.

The boys team was 5-1 in
league matches, finishing sec-
ond to Concord but, after some
late season adjustments, de-
feated Concord finishing in
third at the NCS duals, and
brought home a banner. Free-
man was looking for the girls'
team to finish in the top 10, but
they came up just short. “Our
girls were third after the first
day and finished 11th out of 70
teams, earning their highest
NCS finish to date,” Freeman
said.

With a roster of nine boys
and 10 girls at the NCS tourna-
ment, it capped a successful
season for the team. Senior
Chase Yang placed seventh,
ending his season with a 36-8
record, with 29 of the wins be-
ing by pinfall. The other boys
at NCS were Gavin Juni, Daniel
Thaler, Shane Harris, Adam
Barash, Kevin Humphries, Ka-
leo Howell Young, Soushians
Bahramifar and Luke Hansen.

“As a group, they just got
better and better as the year
went on,” Freeman said.
“Chase had a very good year
and he will be missed. Gavin
had an injury prior to NCS and
was super tough, wrestling
with a bad shoulder, still beat-
ing some opponents. Daniel
will continue to show im-
provement. Adam wrestled at
108 and was a pleasant sur-
prise, nearly winning the
league. Luke and Soushians,
freshmen that came over from
the football team, were two big
people that provided us with a
lot of size. Kaleo made a lot of
progress and Kevin got a win
at NCS at 122 which is what we
hoped he would do.”

There was a solid core of
female wrestlers for Cam-
polindo with only one senior,
Molly Breznikar. The under-
classmen at NCS were Natalia

Kalas, K.T. Thompson, Patricia
Davila Gil, Analise Gonzalez,
Camila Baxter, Isabel Zabron-
sky, Piper Lalli, Ori Rogers, and
Atlas Benko.

Leading the way were
Zabronsky who finished
fourth, Lalli seventh, and Bax-
ter in eighth place. “We had a
number of wrestlers like Na-
talie and K.T. that lost in the
‘blood round,’ the round you
need to win to be able to
place,” Freeman said. “Molly
helped the team all season and
contributed a lot to the team.
Patricia and Analise showed
improvement all season. Atlas
missed a lot of time with a
concussion but contributed in
a number of ways and Ori also
fought through some nagging
injuries and like Atlas showed
improvement throughout the
season. Our girls program is
only getting better and better
and my goal is to eventually
win it all.”

It was Zabronsky, who
wrestles at 145, that fulfilled
Freeman’s preseason predic-
tion that he would have a
wrestler at the state meet this
year. Going off last year’s
record of 0-8, most would not
have given her much of a
chance to have such a good
year, but it was not a surprise
to Freeman or Zabronsky. “Is-
abel did freestyle and Greco
with my girl’s class all summer
long,” Freeman said. “She did
everything. I took her down
state, to Fresno and Hawaii
where I coached at a wrestling
clinic over the summer, and
she stuck with me like glue.
She showed up all the time,
was hungry to learn, worked
hard, developed rapidly with
an enormous amount of mat
time. This is a real testament to
Isabel’s work ethic, mental
toughness and mindset.”

The state meet was, as an-
ticipated, a very competitive
tournament. "Isabel lost to the
No. 2 ranked wrestler in the
first round and then lost a
tough match the following
round," Freeman said. "It was
tied going into the second
round and even though Isabel
wrestled well, she got pinned.

She will be back, better and
stronger."

Freeman also received
special recognition being
named the 2023 NCS, CIF
Honor Coach Award (Coach of
the Year) in his 17 years of
coaching at Heritage, Liberty,
Deer Valley and Campolindo
high schools.

With accomplishments too
many to list, Freeman has
served as a manager and di-
rector of many wrestling
groups, coached several
wrestlers that went on to col-
lege, among them a collegiate
and national champion. What
may have served Freeman best
was his personal philosophy:
“Wrestling should be fun!
Wrestling should be for
everyone!”

Acalanes

For Acalanes head coach
Greg Weitzman, it was a year
to grow on that showed poten-
tial for the future. “We have a
lot of young talent on the boys’
team and we came in fourth
overall in league competition,”
Weitzman said. “Part of it was
dealing with a number of kids
that were out sick but we
worked with what we had and
I was really proud of the team.
The theme for the season was
that a lot of our wrestlers had
illnesses and they did not have
as much mat time as we would
have liked.”

The boys’ team was led by
senior co-captains Hunter
Goyert (138) and Zachary Robb
(HW). “Hunter was close to the
medal round at NCS and over-
all he had a great season and
I'm really proud of the work he
contributed to the program,”
Weitzman said. “Zachary had a
good season but was unable to
wrestle in the league tourna-
ment due to a concussion suf-
fered earlier in the season.”

Also representing the Dons
at NCS were Kirian Gracie, Dy-
lan Potter and Sam Whipple.
“Kirian making it to NCS as a
freshman in his first year as a
wrestler was very impressive
and he learned a lot this year,”
Weitzman said. “Sam was an
amazingly hard worker with a
lot of talent and he should be

great next year. Dylan did well
at NCS and is set up to also
have a great senior year.”

There is a solid core of
young wrestlers that Weitzman
is counting on — Marley Oh,
Bryce Birdsong and Gracie.
“They all did well and showed
up for us at the DAL tourna-
ment,” Weitzman said. “They
were really bright spots in our
program and wrestled tough
against juniors and seniors
and should continue to im-
prove over the next three
years.”

Weitzman is equally en-
thused about the girls’ team,
comprised of junior Dakota
Goyert, sophomore Anya Haas
Hollenbeck, and seniors Joy
Baker and Olivia Banks. “Joy
was a pleasure to watch wres-
tle,” Wetizman said. “She did a
great job coming back from an
injury that caused her to miss
last season. Olivia was a fighter
and a warrior that put in the
work and had a great tourna-
ment at the NCS, losing a tough
match right at the end. She
contributed a lot to our pro-
gram and it was fun to coach
her. Dakota was close to the
medal round at the NCS and
had a spectacular season going
19-5. I'm really proud of all the

Miramonte was also rep-
resented at the NCS by fresh-
men Melissa Le and Claire
Casado and junior Izarra
Ballesteros who was a first
year wrestler that transferred
to Miramonte this year.

“Izarra won a match and
Melissa and Claire got great
experience being able to wres-
tle in a big time tournament
and I expect all of them to
come back next year and be
more competitive,” Head coach
Louis Suba said. “We went
from a roster of 9 to 28 this
year after doing demonstra-
tions for all of the freshman PE
classes and will do it again this
year and hopefully we’ll get
our numbers up again next
year.”

Willy Gilmore, who began
the season wrestling at 132
and then moved to 122, was
the clear leader among the
boys’ team. “Willy won the
league championship which
was great for a sophomore,”
Suba said. “Willy went 2 and 2
at the NCS which was a big ac-
complishment and finished the
year with a 22 and 9 record.”

Suba is confident that
Gilmore will be making big
steps next year: “Willy can get
on the podium and maybe

Campolindo’s Isabel Zabronsky and Coach Phil Freeman

work she put in. Anya was also
close to medaling and also had
a very good season. She is
naturally strong and should
continue to develop.”

As with most schools,
Weitzman is looking to in-
crease the numbers on the
team next season. “We’ll be re-
cruiting by spreading the word
around campus and make it
easier for the students to find
us and come out, especially the
freshmen,” Weitzman said.
Miramonte

It was somewhat of a hit-
tersweet season for the Mira-
monte wrestlers, epitomized
by senior Hannah Ripper’s
season. After going to the state
tournament last year, Ripper
suffered an early season con-
cussion, missing regular sea-
son, finishing with a 3-1
record. Despite such limited
time on the mat, Ripper went
on to win the DAL tournament
and made it to the NCS finals
before having to injury default.
Even though this qualified her
to go to the state tournament,
Ripper opted to pass on going
to the tournament.

make state next year, depend-
ing on much stronger he gets
and how much he improves in
the off season. He has the en-
durance to last an entire
match. If he can get stronger
over the summer and can im-
prove on his technique and do
a better job in using his legs to
wrestle, he can certainly meet
those goals.”

Suba will also be counting
on the return of junior Zach
Fineman who wrestled at 170
pounds. “Zach did well finish-
ing 15 and 15 and had his
share of good showings,” Suba
said.

Owen Beidelman, Xander
Egan, August Hance, Calvin
Lai, Zach Lindheim, Brody
Suba and Julio Villanueva were
a solid core of freshman boys
that are being counted on to be
the foundation of the team.
“They are going to carry us
into the future,” Suba said.
“August led the group with a
14-4 record and qualified for
NCS but failed to make his
weight. We’re looking for a
core of 15 more wrestlers to
come in next year.”

Dons and Mats girls’ basketball compete in NorCal tournament

... continued from Page C2

It was also fortunate that we
did not have any other major
injuries during the season.”
Eberts led the team aver-
aging 18 points and 12.4 re-
bounds per game. Katherine

Scheingart averaged 10.1
point, 5.8 rebounds, 4.7 assists
and 3.7 steals per game. Court-
ney Scheingart averaged 14.0
points and 3.9 rebounds per
game, The other starters were
sophomore guard Julia Quinn
Ferguson (5.0 points, 5.3 re-

bounds, 2.5 assists and 2.8
steals) and junior guard Mari-
anna Lawrence (3.7 points, 3.0
rebounds and 1.6 assists).
“Julia worked into the
starting lineup and played a
ton,” Wirthman said. “She is

just a good all-around player

that played good defense, re-
bounded and handled the ball
when needed. Marianna
played well and got better all
year long.”

With the team only gradu-
ating the Scheingarts, Wirth-
man is already optimistic

about the team’s future:
“Katherine and Courtney were
very valuable to this team but
with our returning starters, we
have young talent coming up
and we’ll also be getting Willa
back for her senior season.”

Submit sports stories and story ideas to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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St. Monica Spartans 2023 CYO
fifth grade boys' National
Division Basketball Champions

Standing, from left: coach Craig Pineido, Eytan Brosh, Jackson Freeman,
Stanley Martin, Alex Schell, Jason Fok, Thomas McCarthy, Callan Op’t Holt,
coach Andy Nguyen; seated: A.]. Pineido, Nolan Greenlee, Ryan Nguyen, Ben

McCollum and Dalton Winkler

Submitted by Jolie Nguyen

The fifth-grade boys basketball team strength.

St. Monica Spartans won the National

Submit sports stories and story ideas to
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

Division Basketball championship
through hard work, strategy and

www.lamorindaweekly.com

... continued on Page C4

O’Reilly scored 13 points and held
Los Lomas’ leading scorer, Jake Davis,
who was averaging 20 points a game,
to 7 points. “Every game this year,
Shane has guarded the other team's
best player,” Dyer said. “I can't say
enough about how much he's done de-
fensively this year for us. We probably
would have been somewhat lost de-
fensively without him because he takes
out the other team's best guys. So huge
credit to him because he has been a
willing and great defender this year
for us.”

This was a win that O’Reilly saw as
representative of the team’s unity.
“This team is a special group and we’re
all in it and play for each other,”
O’Reilly said. “I feel like I can empha-
size this whole season, being together
as a unit like the previous Campo
teams. We lost a lot of pieces from last
year so we knew that we had to be
close, and I think that's what separated
us from the other teams.”

Dyer then took another opportu-
nity to sing the praises of this team:
“Nothing has been handed to us. We
have a lot of damn good players and I
think that people forget that these guys
have won a lot of games and it’s their
turn and they’re hungry for it. This
year hasn't been perfect, but they've
continued to fight and just play the
next day.”

With a 23-7 record and the NorCal
tournament coming up, Dyer’s initial
game plan is very simple: “We’re just
going to lock in our principles and play
great. We’ll share the ball on offense
and make sure that we take good shots,
and whoever we end up playing, we’ll
take away their best players on of-
fense.”

Photo provided
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Campo defeats Las Lomas to
win NCS Championship

Shane O'Reilly Photos Will Bergren

For the NorCal tournament, Cam-
polindo received the 13th seed in Divi-
sion I and will be playing at the fourth
seeded Archbishop Riordan High
School (S.F.) who finished the season
with a 21-6 record, on Feb. 28.

Despite the lower seed, Cam-
polindo defeated Riordan 54-51 in a
tournament game Dec. 9, 2022.

Los Lomas was given the No. 1
seed in Division III. “It doesn’t make a
ton of sense that a team that we beat
by one point would be seated essen-
tially 20 spots below us in the state,”
Dyer said. “Still, I would rather win the
NCS and get the harder pass than be
somewhere in Division II. We can’t
control what they give us, so we’ll take
the challenge.”

SHOP ORINDA

Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY

1 Camino Sobrante
(925) 254-2800

We’re right across the street from
Orinda Safeway!

Thin Crust &
Deep Dish Pizza

Delicious Pizza, Calzones, Salad
and Cold Drinks

Slices at Lunch (11am - 4pm)
We're Open Everyday: 11am - 9pm
Call for takeout

or
FREE Local Delivery ($20 minimum)

Park Place ™

WEALTH ADVISORS, INC.

A Registered Investment Advisor

e Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
e Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766

Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities
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Orinda’s Lowest Gas Prices

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Mon-Sat5am-12am;
Sun6am-11 pm
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W ANTECEE BSOS

LOCAILFUNRITURE 449 MOIACIA MDY SUIETE §
COMITYE & OTMER (RNl 412026
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MARK BELLINGHAM

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU

B
PAINTING

CAN TRUST
925-247-0092

Winter’s a Great Time to
Curl Up With a
Good Book

Serving Lamorinda since 1976

Books,
Gifts & Music

276 Village Square,
Orinda

925 - 254 - 7606

Shop Orinda!

At the NEW and LIKE NEW
Consignment Store Boutique

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured
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Lamorinda Home Sales .. read on Page D2

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
March In

BRSNS
, B -
The blooms of flowering Bradford pear trees are ubiquitous.

By Cynthia Brian

“No occupation is so delightful to me as the culture of the earth, and no
culture comparable to that of the garden.” — Thomas Jefferson

Throw open your windows! Inhale the sweet smells of the blossoms.
Bradford pears, cherry plums, crabapple, peach, and tulip magnolias are
in full bloom. Flocks of doves have begun their annual aerial acrobats,
raptors are Kettling in the warmer thermals, cows are happily grazing on
the green grass, and bees are buzzing and pollinating. The hills are emer-
ald, the creeks are flowing, and sunny daffodils brighten our roadways.
Spring is in the air!

As excited as I am to start sowing summer veggies, it is still too early.
March is a month to peruse catalogs and groom our beds as nature’s win-
ter slumber awakens. This is a month of garden transition with unpre-
dictable weather, chilly mornings, warm afternoons, and frosty nights. Ad-
ditional rain is necessary and anticipated.

With preparation and care, we can give our gardens a boost for spring

Fragrant Peter Pan daffodils.

Photos Cynthia Brian

by cleaning our garden beds. Remove dead leaves, branches, and debris
that have accumulated over winter. By doing so we’ll prevent pests and
diseases from invading while making our gardens tidier and ready for
planting in April and May.

It seems that overnight my garden burst into bloom. The Amaryllis that
I've been carefully tending opened its eyes to my delight. Bright pink Berge-
nia is bigger and fuller this year and even the yellow shamrocks are already
on display, pre-St. Patrick’s Day. Many gardeners find oxalis to be a noxious
weed, but I welcome it in my landscape. It covers the barren soil with elec-
tric yellow flowers and delicate clover-like leaves. I find it very pretty, and
I've been growing it for several years without it invading unwanted loca-
tions. Purple bearded iris don’t last long in bouquets, yet they are stunning
and fragrant in the garden. Poor man’s saffron, more commonly known as
calendula, has self-seeded on my hillside in blooms of orange and yellow.
Red, pink, and white cyclamen are stretching their buds between the ferns
while azaleas transform the garden from dull to dazzling. Winter is waning.
The garden is marching on. ... continued on Page D9



VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#0 1390784

b in o (E
VLATKA GETS RESULTS ALL OVER THE EAST BAY

FOR SALE
PRIVATE RETREAT WITH VIEWS AND POOL

Sunday |-4pm

I5Crestviewct.com Open Saturday &

.._1 %

15 Crestview Ct, Orinda $2,295,000
Escape to your own private retreat w/ breathtaking views in this recently
remodeled home that boasts exceptional features & amenities including
outdoor kitchen & pool/spa, 4 beds & 2.5 baths, approx 2,731 sqft on
cul-de-sac 1.35 acre lot.

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2023 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 4 $1,275,000 $2,800,000
MORAGA 3 $1,300,000 $1,825,000
ORINDA 4 $1,079,000 $2,350,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

828 Avalon Avenue, $1,275,000, 2 Bdrms, 1613 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 01-20-23

3169 Diablo View Road, $2,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 2448 SqFt, 1942 YrBlt, 01-13-23

1456 Rancho View Drive, $2,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 3141 SqFt,
1973 YrBIt, 01-13-23, Previous Sale: $42,500, 06-01-92

1336 San Reliez Court, $1,950,000, 5 Bdrms, 4098 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 01-11-23

MORAGA

370 Calle La Montana, $1,720,000, 4 Bdrms, 2216 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 01-11-23,
Previous Sale: $337,000, 06-01-88

603 Rheem Boulevard, $1,300,000, 2 Bdrms, 1419 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 01-13-23

92 Warfield Drive, $1,825,000, 5 Bdrms, 2527 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 01-09-23,
Previous Sale: $700,000, 03-11-04

ORINDA

13 Carmen Court, $1,079,000, 4 Bdrms, 2035 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 01-12-23

5 De Soto Court, $2,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 3113 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 01-12-23,
Previous Sale: $1,430,000, 03-13-17

332 Village View Court, $2,350,000, 2 Bdrms, 2203 SqFt, 1987 YrBIt, 01-18-23,
Previous Sale: $2,200,000, 08-25-22

619 Watchwood Road, $1,650,000, 2 Bdrms, 2014 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 01-09-23,
Previous Sale: $1,350,000, 07-28-20

DREAM BIG HOMES

Innovative.

. With 30+ years of experience
|n5|g htful. selling in the East Bay.
Informed.

DreamBig Homes Team | DreamBig.Homes Drequlg with Us
Peggy Whalen DRE 00686588 | 925.212.1900
Mary Arnerich-King DRE 01419839 | 925.872.7975 COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. California License #
01991628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1997075, 1935359, 1961027, 1842987, 1869607, 1866771, 1527205, 1079009, 1272467. All material pre-
sented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in
price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements
and square footage are approximate.




DUDUM

WWW.DUDUM.COM

=ESTAT

L
()

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

CHRISTINE WRIGHT

925.285.5336

DRE# 01896147

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884
DRE# 02047712

JILL BALAZS

925.804.0200
DRE# 02038791

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

COMING SOON

FERNWOOD DRIVE, MORAGA
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

JUST LISTED

61 MORAGA VIA, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $2,050,000

TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

.

2782 JACKSON STREET, SAN FRANCISCO

ACTIVE

A
1935 CACTUS COURT, #4, ROSSMOOR
OFFERED AT $649,000

L. LEGLER & C. HATA | 925.286.1244

SOLD FOR $2,050,000

S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

LORI LEGLER

& o

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

d

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

RACHEL DREYER

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

OFF MARKET
3 £ T

1225 TULANE DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,750,000
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

JUST LISTED

25 VOLTERRA COURT, DANVILLE
OFFERED AT $2,049,000
BRYAN HURLBUT | 925.383.5500

PENDING

951 YORKSHIRE COURT, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,520,000
K. BRICKMAN & K. WOOD | 925.351.5049

370 CALLE LA MONTANA, MORAGA
SOLD FOR 1,720,000
SMITH HOMES TEAM | 925.998.1914

COLOMBANA
GROUP

o

1

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

JUST LISTED

4 EL VERANO, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $2,295,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

ACTIVE

=

3369 N. LUCILLE LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,550,000

K. BRICKMAN & K. WOOD | 925.351.5049

945 YORKSHIRE COURT, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,270,000

K. BRICKMAN & K. WOOD | 925.351.5049

oo s
9 CANNING COURT, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,586,000
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

KAAREN BRICKMAN

=l -

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768
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New tax credits increase appeal of heat pumps for

homeowners

bigstock images
Outdoor air conditioning and heat pump unit system

(StatePoint) More and more people are turning to heat pumps to heat
and cool their homes. It is estimated that 18 million American house-
holds already use them. With new energy incentives being offered,
and more homeowners choosing greener technologies, that number
is expected to rise dramatically.

What is a heat pump? Heat pumps are powered by electricity and
transfer heat using refrigerant. Heat pump technology moves heat
outside your home in warmer months and is able to pull heat into
your home during cooler months. Here are three reasons to consider
one for your home:

1. Sustainability. Heat pumps are electric and don’t burn fossil fu-
els like furnaces do, making them more environmentally friendly. In
fact, heat pumps are becoming the heating, ventilation, and air con-
ditioning (HVAC) industry go-to for reducing consumers’ carbon
footprints.

2. Control. Newer two-stage and variable speed heat pumps offer
high- and low-stage heating to warm your space when outdoor
weather changes; they operate more efficiently for longer periods of
time at lower speeds and use less energy. They provide more precise
temperature controls and more consistent comfort. Both options con-

tribute to managing humidity levels too.

3. Technology. Heat pumps today are more advanced than ever
and handle both heating and cooling by redistributing air. Carrier’s
Infinity 24 Heat Pump with Greenspeed Intelligence operates at tem-
peratures down to -15 degrees Fahrenheit, making heat pumps an ad-
vanced solution for mild and colder climates. Does your region get
colder than that? Heat pumps can be combined with a gas furnace for
a dual fuel system that is energy efficient and cost effective. Looking
ahead, heat pumps that work in colder temperature are in develop-
ment and will be available soon.

Get the Right Size

There are several factors that go into picking your ideal heat
pump. The size of your home, climate, sun exposure, desired features
and ductwork all play into the size of heat pump. An undersized unit
will work overtime to hit target temperatures. A unit that is too large
will achieve the desired temperature before its cycle is complete and
waste energy. It is best to work with a professional dealer in choosing
the heat pump that is best for your home.

Money-Saving Tips

Heat pumps, including installation, can range anywhere from
$3,000 to $15,000 or more. Thankfully, there are many cost-saving op-
tions for homeowners.

The Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 includes federal tax credits
that reward homeowners for purchasing certain high-efficiency
HVAC equipment, including many of Carrier’s line of heat pumps. Up
to $8,000 in tax credits are available for all-electric heat pumps.

Lower energy consumption means energy bhill savings, up to $500
on energy bills every year in some cases. Look for Energy Star certifi-
cation and Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio (SEER) ratings. The SEER
rating is like your car’s mileage per gallon - the higher the number,
the greater the potential for savings.

Many manufacturers and utility companies also offer rebates and
low-rate financing. For example, Carrier’s heat pump rebate offerings
are listed on their website. At the time of this publication, up to $1,300
in rebates are being offered for most units.

Beyond the basics, today’s heat pumps offer new comfort-
enhancing, energy-saving features that could help you reduce your
heating costs.
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collection in the heartbeat of Downtown Lafayette!
The one-of-a-kind single-level residences offer a 1
relaxed luxury that is a piece of art within itself. The T et | """‘
dramatic light-filled homes are designed to maximize
space and functionality.

Lenox Homes is now showcasing the finest luxury T

FEATURING: 2-3 BED + 2 BATH + DEN/OFFICE j‘l |
— 2 —

* A+ SCHOOLS & LOCATION = 2w

* SINGLE LEVEL FLOOR PLANS |

* LIGHT FILLED FLOOR TO CEILING WINDOWS —— ] |

* 3-MINUTE WALK TO UPSCALE SHOPS & RESTAURANTS .

* UPGRADED DESIGNER-SELECTED FINISHES = A

PRICES START FROM $1.848 MILLION. L: |
m kS

Come join us this weekend to feel the heartbeat! After
touring our few remaining units, walk a few steps to The

Cooperage, TuTu's or the iconic Lafayette “Postino” out
your back door!”

CALL FOR DETAILS: (877) 678-3370

NOW SHOWCASING THURSDAY - SUNDAY, FROM 10AM - 4PM

BY APPOINTMENT MONDAY - WEDNESDAY
VISIT WWW.LIVELENOX.COM FOR ADDITIONAL COMMUNITY DETAILS

TAYLOR FERRIS DRE #01996825

Specifications could subsequently change due to the unavailability of certain materials, which in that case, would be replaced with materials of equal
or better value. Lenox Homes reserves the right fo modify colors, alter floor plans, and change specifications or prices without prior notice or obligation.
Renderings are the artist's conception and are not precise representations of the final building and residence interiors. Allroom dimensions and square

footage has shown are approximate and will vary slightly from home to home and from the approved set of plans. The selection of options and
upgrades is limited according to the stage of construction at the time of purchase.
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Over $100 Million in Sales in Orinda Last Year
Individually Talented, Collaborating for Your Benefit
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é't@.glarkthompson.com |925-254-8585 | clarkthompsan.com ' ff,ﬁw

*__amy@amyrosesmith.com | shannon @shannonconner.com | molly(/@mollyslist.com
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We’re Making Our Mark in Orinda

1 E!."J Amy Rose Smith | amy@amyrosesmith.com | 925-212-3897
\-? smiLE oFce Nl Shannon Conner | Shannon@shannonconner.com | 925-980-3829
Clark Thompson | ct@clarkthompson.com | 925-254-8585
- _/Lr

Molly Smith | molly@mollyslist.com | 415-309-1085

. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES DRE# 01498053 | DRE# 00903367 | DRE# 01885058 | DRE# 01855959




*Succulents <Perennials <Pollinators <Natives/Drought Tolerant
*Vegetable Plants including 20+ Tomato Varieties
*Ask the Plant Expert <Firewise Landscaping <Garden Marketplace

April 15th 9am - 1pm Orinda Library Plaza

www.orindagc.org

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated. Lic.#02084093

Mid Century With Incredible Views in Orinda
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2372 + sq ft | .67 = ac | $2,595,000 | 133EIToyonal.com

There is simply nothing else like it. This single story mid-century home, with views from
nearly every room and from the flat, expansive, park-like garden, was re-imagined by ar-
chitects David Kotzebue & Garden Nest. Every detail and every high end finish flows
seamlessly into the next to create a sense of awe and wonder that is truly unique.

'

I = L)
FOR 3 MONTHS ON SELECT UNITS

OFFER ENDS 3.31.23 h"

FLLY Ad Se F
{925) 643-2026
A LB DT

Megan Evens
925.8869523
#02191183

Erin McCoin
415.370.8874
#01410378

Compass s a real estate broker licensed by the Sate of California and abides by Equal Housing Oppertunity laws. License
Number 01527235, All material presented berein Is intended far informational purposes only and is compiled from sources
deemad reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdraw: may be made without noticed.
No statement js made as ta accuracy of any description. Al measurements and square footage are approximate.

CEMPASS
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener,
Cynthia Brian REALTOR

March In

Don’t believe the news. This is a
great time to sell in Lamorinda.
There is limited inventory and
there are lots of buyers wanting
to move to the area.

Yellow oxalis is also called shamrock. Please reach out so we can
make a plan to get you where
you want to be.

Michelle Holcenberg
CB Top 20 East Bay

www.holcenberg.com

925-324-0405 | michelle@holcenberg.com

COLDWELL BANKER REALTY | BRE #01373412

©2023 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is
comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The

A red ama ryl I i S fI ower PhOtOS Cynthla Brian Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304
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The Goddess Gardener’s March Gardening Guide

AMEND your soil with compost to add the nutrients necessary.

MAKE compost by combining green (nitrogen) and brown (carbon) materials. To a bucket, bin, or
pile, add coffee grinds, tea bags, chicken and rabbit droppings, grass clippings, vegetable scraps,
straw, leaves, shredded newspaper, hay, dead plants, cardboard, and paper. Keep moist and turn. Do
not use the animal waste from any carnivorous animals, including dogs and cats, and do not add
diseased plants to the bin or pile.

CHECK irrigation systems. Repair leaks, clogs, and broken sprinkler heads.

START seeds indoors if you want a head start on growing your favorite vegetables. You will have to
harden them off before planting in the garden.

FORAGE for wild greens including Miner’s lettuce, mustard, creek watercress, and wild
strawberries. The young leaves are delicious in salads and sautées.

ORDER tubers and root starters from Renees Garden for the best selection of horseradish, potatoes,
onions, and asparagus for spring planting.

FERTILIZE trees, shrubs, and ground covers with organic feed.
APPLY snail bait around plants most susceptible to snail and slug damage or handpick the mollusks.

SPRAY roses, boxwoods, viburnum, iris, fruit trees, citrus trees, and crape myrtle trees with dormant
oil to protect them from overwintering insects and fungal disease.

HARVEST lemons, limes, and oranges. The extra vitamin C will boost your immunity
during this cold and flu season.

SHARPEN and clean tools.

AERATE lawns while the nights are still cool. Leave the plugs on the grass to feed the
grass.

PULL weeds as they sprout.

CUT bouquets of daffodils, narcissus, viburnum, flowering quince, and Bergenia to
brighten any room.

DIVIDE perennials including daylilies,
agapanthus, yarrow, and phlox while they
are semi-dormant.

FLOAT camellias in a pretty bowl and
dispose of all fallen camellias from bushes.

KILL aphids with a strong spray of water or

spray with a mixture of water and * Bz,
dishwashing detergent. Make sure to spray Harvest citrus, including naval oranges.
all sides of foliage and flowers. = T o ! .

LEARN what to do in your garden every
month with the book, “Growing with the
Goddess Gardener,” available at
http://starstylestore.net

PLANT bare root roses, vines, and berry
bushes.

PRUNE a branch of peach, plum, or pear and
place the cutting in a tall vase to force the
blooms for an enticing indoor arrangement.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. March in.
March on.

g 4T A i T
Peach blossoms. Black cows on the hill munch on grass
underneath the flowering pear tree.

Photos Cynthia Brian
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McDonnell \Q) Nursery

e - |
shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

T

P
-

family owned since 1933

Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
A Cynthia Brian selfie in the garden. Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts ¢ Jewelry
Garden Consultation

Raised in the vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New
York Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality,

speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder and www.mcdonnellnursery.com
Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into
Comriiers SETilt Kl SetesiEl 196 Moraga Way - (925) 254-3713 « Open Wednesday - Sunday

www.StarStyleRadio.com. Her newest children’s picture book,
No Barnyard Bullies, from the series, Stella Bella’s Barnyard
Adventures is available now at
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store For an invitation to hang
out with Cynthia for fun virtual events, activities,
conversations, and exclusive experiences, buy StarStyle® NFTs
at https://StarStyleCommunity.com Hire Cynthia for writing
projects, garden consults, and inspirational lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
http://www.GoddessGardener.com
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160/162 Camino Don Miguel
6 bd/6.5 ba Spanish Revival estate
w/ views of OCC golf course and
hills beyond. Exceptional location!

$6,895,000

ORINDA

0 Camino Del Monte

Come see this desirable lot located
minutes from Hwy 24/BART, top
rated schools, downtown, regional

parks & views!

$225,000

MORAGA

61 Hardie Drive

Great floor plan w/ a huge backyard.
This single level home features

4 bd/2.5 ba & 2,449 sqft w/ views
of the Orinda/Moraga hills.

$5,700/mo.

o facebook.com/VillageAssociates
0 twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

411 Tahos Road
Private single level home on 1.34
acres w/ 4 bd/4 ba (4th bd & ba in
ADU) & easy access to downtown
Orinda & Lafayette!

$2,295,000

ORINDA
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88 Starkville Court
Vacant land .015 acre on the
border of Orinda/Oakland hills.

$70,000
OAKLAND

3802 Randolph Avenue

Beautifully updated home
providing all level living w/ 3 bd/ 2
ba, an open floor plan, & a peek of

San Francisco!
$1,098,000

ORINDA

l_ i EE

s e
Pending!
147 Overhill Road
4 bd/ 2.5 ba w/ office provides

light-filled spaces w/ sunset views
across the valley & award winning

zen gardens.
$1,850,000

LAFAYETTE

. v
L Bty
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3015 Bradbury Drive

Nestled among majestic oaks 3 bd/
2.5 ba plus loft sits on 3.2 acres w/
panoramic views, multiple decks &

pool!

$1,695,000

6061 Westover Drive

Stellar Bay views from this spacious
4 bd/ 3 ba home in the lovely
Piedmont Pines neighborhood!

$5,950/mo.

ORINDA

Pending!
2 Orchard Court

Home sweet home! 3 bd/ 2 ba
home needs lots of TLC now & is
awaiting the next generation!

$999,000

LAFAYETTE

" "_...f'_...-.n-l-i:.u N.ew Lease!
3434 Woodview Drive

Fabulous open floor plan includes
5 bd/3.5 ba, 5062 sqft on 3.08
acres. Beautiful country setting just
minutes to downtown Lafayette!

$8,995/mo.
ALAMEDA

7

New Listing!

2110 Buena Vista

Duplex in Central Alameda, walking
distance to Park Street! Unit A:
2bd/ 1.5 ba, Unit B: 2 bd/ 2 ba.
Easy access off and on the island!

$1,110,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com

Sunday Open Homes

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Liz Gallagher
Claudia Gohler
Ari Hatton
Gillian Judge Hogan
Dexter Honens I
Christina Linezo
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Alexis Thompson
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392



