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Pacific Chamber Orchestra presents
spirited program, ‘Passionate’

Submitted by
Leslie Silberman

Pacific Chamber Orchestra
(PCO) welcomes audiences to
experience the passionate
Nuevo tango of Piazzolla's
“The Four Seasons of Buenos
Aires,” an exquisite blend of
classical and jazz in its
thrilling program, “Passion-
ate,” at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
March 25 at St. Stephens Epis-
copal Church in Orinda and at
3 p.m. Sunday, March 26 at
Livermore’s Bankhead
Theater.

The performance cele-
brates the beginning of
springtime with exhilarating
music such as Telemann's

“Concerto for Oboe d'amore,”
elevated by Soloist Robin May.
Audiences will relish the en-
chanting sounds of Corelli's
“Suite for Strings,” and Vi-
valdi's “Concerto for Four Vio-
lins.” These four masterful
composers revolutionized the
traditional music world, by
creating timeless works that
still captivate and mesmerize
audiences today.

Lawrence Kohl, PCO’s
Music Director and Conductor
remarks, “Piazzolla’s Nuevo
tango draws inspiration from
the evocative music of the
Baroque era, a critical period
during which influential com-
posers like Vivaldi, Telemann
and Corelli pushed musical
forms and language in an en-
tirely new direction.”

Some say that Argentine
composer Astor Piazzolla em-
bodies the “Vivaldi of our
times” with music that is sen-
suous, mournful, joyful and
brooding, sometimes all at
once. While Arcangelo
Corelli’s music evokes calm-
ness and nobility, he was
renowned for his passionate
playing, and it was said that he
got so deeply involved with his
violin that he tried to make it
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“speak.”

German Baroque com-
poser and multi-
instrumentalist, Georg Philipp
Telemann, is best known as
being history’s most prolific
composer, and it has been
suggested that he may have
written more than 3,000
pieces. Kohl also notes, “Each
of these composers, in their
own way, express an intense
passion and energy in their
music and created masterful
works that highlight the virtu-
osity of the soloist as both
dancer and storyteller. This
program, which features four
brilliant violin soloists, Igor
Veligan (PCO Concertmaster),
Iris Stone, Hrabba Atladottir
and Lylia Guion who repre-
sent the four seasons, culmi-
nates with soloists performing
together as the dancers and
storytellers."

To purchase tickets for the
performance at St. Stephens
Episcopal Church go to
https://www.pacificchamber-
porchestra.org,/tickets. For
tickets at Livermore’s
Bankhead Theater,
visit https://livermorearts.org/
events/pco-passionate/
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Directed by
Salim Razawi
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‘Cairo Conspiracy’ — a spy
thriller in today's Egypt

By Sophie Braccini

Tarik Saleh is the writer and
director of the movie, “Cairo
Conspiracy,” that will be pre-
sented in Orinda for at least
one week, starting on March
24. Saleh is a Swedish national
of Egyptian decent with a keen
knowledge of his father's
country, as proved in his pre-
vious film, “Cairo Confiden-
tial.” In the current film, Saleh
describes Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi's
Egypt as a country led by a
military regime that desires
controlling everything, includ-
ing religion.

The story very aptly un-
covers the state plot by focus-
ing on the adventures of
Adam, a young man (there are
almost no women visible in
this movie), son of a simple
fisherman, who is selected be-
cause of his intelligence and
piety to attend Al-Azhar, one of
the oldest universities in the
world that was founded in
Cairo in 970 AD with an inter-
national reputation for the ex-
cellence of its Islamic studies.
There young men from differ-
ent Islamic countries come to
further their religious study. It
is a place of knowledge whose
intellectual power radiates
widely.

When the Imam leading
the school dies, the fight for
his succession starts among
candidates from different obe-
dience, some strongly against
the current power structure
and one in particular a close
supporter of Al-Sisi. The gov-
ernment will try to help that
man win the election. The
naive fisherman's son will be
manipulated and blackmailed
into becoming its spy and later
its agent.

The movie is a true
thriller, full of mysteries, twists
and rebounds. Adam, the cen-
tral character, is not really
charming but he is touching
and as the trap closes around
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him, the spectator roots for the
underdog. Ihrahim, the gov-
ernment representative who
manipulates Adam, is an ex-
cellent bad guy and a remark-
able actor (Fares Fares). He is
nuanced, however; he has a
conscience, and as a result
may also get crushed by the
determined state's machinery.

The purpose of the film is
certainly to entertain as a very
good thriller. The audience
will fear that Adam's double
game be discovered, and will
enjoy the series of dirty tricks
and dramatic shifts. But it is
also an excellent demonstra-
tion of what it is for ordinary
citizens to live under a mili-
tary regime, with the oppres-
sion and dangers that come
from it.

In an interview, Saleh ex-
plained that he understands
that the Egyptian government
has had to deal with Muslim
extremism, which he says is
not an easy task. It was one of
the promises of Al-Sisi when
he seized power that he would
dismantle the Muslim Broth-
erhood, a transnational Is-
lamist organization that Al-Sisi
accused of inciting violence
and terrorism. In the movie, a
small group of the Brother-
hood is present and it is one of
Adam's jobs to infiltrate and
help neutralize it.

The movie was filmed in
Turkey since Saleh wanted to
avoid what happened with the
shooting of his previous film,
which was interrupted by the
Egyptian authorities and he
was forced into a difficult re-
organization. “Cairo Conspir-
acy” was awarded Best
Screenplay at the Cannes Film
Festival and made the short
list for foreign films for this
year's Oscars. It is brought to
Lamorinda by the Interna-
tional Film Showcase and will
open at the Orinda Theater on
March 24. Tickets at
https://www.orindamovies.com/
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Pacific Chamber
Orchestra
r"l:;rl e I.I:
Experience the passion of Piazzolla's
Nuevo Tango and the beautiful

sounds of Telemann, Corelli,
and Vivaldi

Use Promo Code: Passionate25 at checkout for $25 Adult Tickets
PacificChamberOrchestra.org

Sat. March 25 | 7:30pm
5t. Stephens Episcopal Church
Orinda

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Before

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* Facelift * BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
Facial Implants ~ * Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

Neck Lift o Fillers )
Nose Surgery (UVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMAG®, Restylane®)

Brow Lift * Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD TAMPLEN
Orinda Office:
77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-444-0824

' Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

and Reconstructive Surgeon.

American Made Locally Owned
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Why Clean your Air Ducts?

Better overall air quality
Reduction of allergens
Oder reduction »
Fewer repairs for your HVAC equipment,., When's +he last
Energy savings time your air
Protection against mold and mildew ducts were
cleaned?
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air conditioning e heating ® dryer vent cleaning
air duct cleaning ¢ commercial HVAC e and more

(925) 455-4AIR
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