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READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

Chris & Tracy have your new home!

23 Benthill Court, Lafayette
==8 4+ BR|3.5BA| 3,500+ SF |1+ AC
Offered at $2,295,000

= If this sensational contemporary home
doesn’t inspire you, what will? Ideally
situated at the end of a small cul-de-
sac on nearly one usable acre, you will
enjoy seclusion and views forever in this
wonderful Lafayette location.

Contact Chris & Tracy today for more information

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented
herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Wednesday, March 15, 2023

Chris Swim
Tracy Keaton
DRE. 00943989 | 01051349
925.7166.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com
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By Sora O’Doherty

In one of two mid-cycle bud-
get adjustments, Orinda found
the funding to add one full-
time-equivalent (FTE) position
in Parks and Rec. The depart-
ment, which is responsible for
increased revenue during the
six-month period of $260,000,

had been one of the city areas
hardest hit by the pandemic,
with even the director of the
department, Todd Trimble,
laid off for a period, although
he is now back to his full-time
position. The new FTE posi-
tion will be funded at
$126,225.

The other mid-cycle
change was to allocate an ad-

ditional $150,000 to the Public
Works Department, primarily
to deal with storm damage
from this season’s winter
storms. Together, the pro-
posed adjustments come to
$276,225. According to Ad-
ministrative Services Director
Doug Alessio, the budget will
remain balanced, even with
the proposed changes. Rev-

Orinda mid-year budget adjustments are limited to
two, budget remains balanced

enues were up over the six-
month period, with $200,000
coming from taxes and an-
other $260,000 coming from
Parks and Rec fees.

City staff are now working
on the Biennial Budget for fis-
cal years 2023-24 and 2024-25,
and it is anticipated that it will
be adopted at the June 20 city
council meeting.

Orinda City Council returns in person, hears about
drainage problems, farmers’ market disruption

By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda City Council's
March 7 meeting took place in
the Orinda Library Audito-
rium for the first time in

BAD

INC.

Bay Area
Drainage, Inc.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Sump Pumps

e Underfloor Drains
e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems

e Retaining Walls
e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208
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about three years. Despite
meetings having been held on
the Zoom meeting platform,
the return to in-person
seemed surprisingly easy and
familiar. For City Manger
David Biggs, it was his first
ever in-person Orinda council
meeting, having been hired
during the COVID pandemic.
Council Member Brandyn
Iverson had an excused ab-
sence, but the rest of the
council was in attendance,
along with the required staff.
Masks were not worn in the
sparsely populated audito-
rium. City Clerk Sheri Smith
could be seen to be working
on some technical difficulties,
but nothing that interfered
with the smooth flow of the
meeting.

During the public forum,
a number of neighbors
showed up to complain about
the lack of action on the
storm drainage issue they say
exists around the intersection
of Sleepy Hollow and Ichabod
Lanes in Orinda. Ian and
Penny Baird provided the
council with photographs and
explained that they have been
asking the city to deal with
the issue since 2019 when
Penny slipped on storm de-
bris and broke her hip. The
Bairds stated that some kind

of storm drain solution has
been needed since they
bought their home in 1976,
and they have asked the
council before in 2012, but
thus far, nothing has been
done beyond adding it to the
list of capital improvement
projects.

They were supported in
their claims by neighbors
Gareth Noyes and George
Counelis, who explained that
the curbed wheels of parked
vehicles send fountains of
water into nearby front yards.
“If you put out your bins
when it is raining,” he said,
“they’d be washed away.”

On another topic, the
council heard from developer
Bahadour (Ben) Zarrin, who
expressed concern that the
renewal of the agreement
with the Farmers' Market
would jeopardize the rede-
velopment of 31 Orinda Way,
the old Bank of America
building. When the market is
taking place on Saturday
mornings, the most direct en-
trance to the building is not
accessible. While it is possi-
ble to navigate to the building
by entering the Rite Aid park-
ing lot and driving around to
the work site, Zarrin ex-
pressed concerns that this
would present considerable

risks, especially when heavy
construction vehicles require
access. An additional con-
cern he expressed was the
willingness of restaurant ten-
ants to commit to the building
owing to the access situation.
He suggested moving the
street closure area somewhat
to the south to allow the en-
trance to 31 Orinda Way to
remain open during the
Farmers' Market.

The council discussed the
matter at some length, ex-
pressing support for the new
development. Biggs pointed
out that, although the agree-
ment was proposed for three
years, it could in fact be
changed at any time. Council
Member Janet Riley suggested
that perhaps the number of
vendors could be reduced or
rearranged in order to keep
the Village business-friendly.
Mayor Inga Miller and Vice
Mayor Darlene Gee thought
that, at the time, there were
more questions than answers.
The council agreed to reduce
the agreement period from
three years to one, with the
additional provision that the
city manager could bring the
matter back to the council if
construction becomes an is-
sue.

The annual Poul Anderson writing
contest for Orinda high school
students opens

By Sora O’Doherty

All students who reside
and/or attend high school in
Orinda may now submit en-
tries for the Poul Anderson
writing contest. The deadline

925.285.5336
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CHRISTINE WRIGHT HOMES

When you love where you live, everything just falls into place. If you're
looking to upsize, downsize, relocate, or make your first home purchase,
| have the skills and experience you need to reach your real estate goals.

Call me today.

CHRISTINE WRIGHT, REALTOR®
- christine@christinewrighthomes.com - DRE 01896147

CHRISTINE WRIGHT

Experience, dedication, and
strong roots in the community.

for submission is midnight,
April 14. Students may sub-
mit one entry in any of the
four categories for a total of
not more than three entries.
The categories are Science
Fiction/Fantasy, Essay/Mem-
oir/Biography, Poetry, and
Short Story.

Entries will be judged by
a panel of local judges who
are involved professionally in
reading, writing or publish-
ing.

The contest is named in
honor of the late Poul Ander-
son, a popular science-fiction
writer and Orinda resident,
who was a true friend to the

community for 40 years.

Up to four winners will
each be awarded $500 prizes
at the end of the school year,
underwritten by the Friends
of the Orinda Library.

Awards will go to the
works judged best. There will
not necessarily be one award
in each category. The win-
ning entries will be posted on
the Friends’ website. Win-
ning entries from previous
years are also available to
read on the website.

Entries must be submit-
ted as PDFs or Word attach-
ments to an email sent along
with a contest entry form.

Further instructions for submission are on the 2023 Contest
Entry Form, which can be found at
https://friendsoftheorindalibrary.org/2022/02/27/announcing-
the-2021-poul-anderson-creative-writing-contest-2/

_ City Council Tri-Cities Meeting
T Wednesday, March 15, 7 p.m.
= St. Mary's College-Soda Center, Lafayette
(@]:01'|#IzR Conference Room, 1928 St. Mary's Road, Moraga
City Council Regular Meeting:
Tuesday, March 21, 6:00 p.m.

Planning Comm.:
Wednesday, March 28, 7:00 p.m.

Supplemental Sales Tax Oversight Commission

Wednesday, April 12, 6:30 p.m.



