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Local company works to help Ukrainian orphans

By Diane Claytor

When Sharon Girdlestone left
the comfort of her Orinda
home last April, heading to
Poland to help feed Ukrainians
fleeing their war-torn country,
she didn’t know what to expect.
The war had started, she had
sold her business and she sim-
ply felt the need to help in any
way she could. A former chef
herself, Girdlestone connected
with the World Central Kitchen
(WCK), an organization known
for providing meals in response
to humanitarian, climate and
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Sydney Paige Foundation board member Noah Sims (center),
celebrity chef Rachel Ray and Ukranian children in Kyiv.

community crises. Founded by
Chef Jose Andres, WCK works
on the premise that “food relief
is not just a meal ... it’s a plate
of hope, telling you in your
darkest hour that someone ...
cares about you.”

While there, Girdlestone
prepared food with approxi-
mately 35 others from all over
the world, feeding between
2,000-3,000 people per day. She
worked in Przemysl on the
Polish-Ukrainian border,
spending time in both a com-
mercial kitchen and a super-
market converted to a humani-

and disinfecting laundry, and
helping feed people who had
been forced to leave their
homes. She met wonderful,
generous people. She heard
heartbreaking stories and saw
far too much sadness and dev-
astation. But, she reports, “It
was so worth it. Other than
having my children, it’s the best
thing I've ever done.”

Upon her return home,
Girdlestone began her new job
as director of development at
Sydney Paige, a local nonprofit
that provides high-quality
backpacks, books and school
supplies to kids in need.

Courtney Brockmeyer,
Moraga resident and Sydney
Paige’s president and founder,
refers to Girdlestone as her
unicorn. “She gets things done
that I would never have even
thought of or had any idea how
to execute,” Brockmeyer re-
ports.

Two of the incredible, re-
sourceful people Girdlestone
connected with during her time
in Poland - who both now serve
on the Sydney Paige Founda-
tion board - are Noah Sims, so-
cial media influencer and for-
mer Master Chef TV contestant,
and Tim Cronin, a retired busi-
ness executive whose expertise
includes product development,
operations, sales and market-
ing. “Both of these men,”
Girdlestone states, “have amaz-
ing hearts and traveled to
Ukraine just because they
wanted to help.” Sims is still
helping out, currently spending
time in Lviv.

Reports indicate that when

tarian center, cleaning, washing Russia first invaded Ukraine,

there were about 100,000
Ukrainian children living in or-
phanages and boarding facili-
ties. Today, that number has
grown to more than 150,000
displaced children, many of
whom have lost their parents in
the war.

For 10 years, Sydney Paige
Foundation has been helping
homeless, low income and fos-
ter children, providing them
school supply-filled backpacks.
When she first started her
company, Brockmeyer said that
one of her missions was to en-
rich the lives of children in
need, and, in fact, over 200,000
kids have been helped and one
million backpacks and school
supplies have been donated.
Brockmeyer instantly knew
that she and Girdlestone, who,
while owning her own catering
company, often fed homeless
families, would make a perfect
team, both sharing a passion
for helping others.

With the impact of Girdle-
stone’s trip still weighing heav-
ily on her mind, and with the
help of board members Sims
and Cronin, Sydney Paige’s lat-
est donation campaign has a
goal of providing at least 2,000
backpacks filled with highly re-
quested school supplies and
other essential items to Ukran-
ian orphans.

“The stories Sharon, Noah
and Tim have shared are hor-
rific,” Brockmeyer says. “We all
kept wondering what we could
do.” Acknowledging that these
children obviously, first and
foremost, need clothing, food
and shelter, Brockmeyer re-
ports that she always said Syd-
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ney Paige would go in as sec-
ond responders, “getting these
kids the supplies they need
once they are able to return to
school.” Working with two aid
groups, Sydney Paige has been
told that kids absolutely need
school supplies, “anything to
give them some sort of nor-
malcy,” Brockmeyer states.

“We’re small but we’re try-
ing to do what we have the
power to do,” Brockmeyer con-
tinues. They are asking for do-
nations to fund the backpacks
and school supplies. It costs ap-
proximately $35 for a filled
backpack; “That’s only a small
portion of what a family meal
out would cost,” Brockmeyer
reports. “It would be wonderful
to have individuals help us and
amazing if companies want to
donate in larger quantities.
We’ll send as many items as we
get,” she notes.

With access to free ship-
ping via NovaUkraine, Sydney
Paige is also looking for
donations of bulk hygiene
items. “We could really use
toothbrushes,” Girdlestone pro-
claims. They have already re-
ceived some hygiene supplies,
as well as jackets and sweat-
shirts. As she saw during her
time volunteering in Poland,
the need is great.

Brockmeyer is fond of
paraphrasing a quote from He-
len Keller: “Alone we can only
do so much, but together the
possibilities are endless.”

For more information or to
donate to the Ukraine Backpack
and School Supply Drive, please
go to https://donate.sydney-
paige.org/ukraine.

Troop 219 honors new Eagle Scouts

From left: Mattie Ceridono, Tyson Bates, Drew Powell, Paul Kuhner

Submitted by Julia Bates

Troop 219 of Lafayette held an Eagle
Court of Honor on Feb. 5 to recognize
and celebrate four outstanding young
men - Tyson Bates, Mathias Ceridono,
Paul Kuhner and Drew Powell —
who have achieved BSA's highest rank,
Eagle Scout. Troop 219 is immensely
proud of their accomplishments.

In addition to earning 21+ merit
badges to achieve the Eagle Scout
rank, Scouts also completed the fol-
lowing community service projects:
Bates helped construct and landscape

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cele-

all boxes.

brations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Commumty Service: we are pleased to make space available when-

ever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to sto-
rydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

an outdoor classroom at Acalanes
High School; Ceridono built out
Lafayette’s storm assistance sandbag
station, Kuhner greatly enhanced the
outdoor seating area of the Acalanes
Student Wellness Center, and Powell
built 20 protective Screech Owl nesting

These four new Eagle Scouts re-
ceived recognition and proclamations
from the City of Lafayette and Vice
Mayor Gina Dawson, local U.S. Con-
gressman Mark DeSaulnier, California
State Sen. Dianne Feinstein, The White
House and Contra Costa County.
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Kathryn Adele Zuber

June 19,1942 — Feb. 6, 2023

urrounded by love and her favorite yellow roses,
we share in sorrow the passing of Kathy Zuber.
Born in Los Angeles, Kathy attended Dorsey

High School where she met Ed Zuber. Kathy went
on to attend The University of Southern California,
graduating cum lade with a degree in Education in
1964 and was a proud member of Alpha Phi Sorority.
True Gemini soulmates, Ed and Kathy married on
June 22,1963 and were married for 57 years until
Ed’s passing in 2020. A giver by nature, Kathy made
her career in elementary school education. In 1974
she moved from a close-knit family neighborhood in
Northridge to Moraga. She remained close to many
of her Southern California friends throughout her life
and enjoyed traveling back to watch USC football and visit friends.

In Moraga, Kathy taught at Camino Pablo and Donald Rheem Elementary
Schools where she started the Gifted and Talented program. She taught second grade
for over 20 years and in 1998 was awarded Teacher of the Year for the Moraga School
District. To say she made an impact on hundreds of kids is an understatement. She
remembered every student and would often see them around town which would bring
a big smile to her face. She was a mentor to new teachers, offering guidance and
encouragement. With Ed, she was a founder of the Moraga Baseball Association. She
was an avid scorekeeper and could always be found at a game with scorebook in hand.

In 2004 Kathy hung up her pencil and gradebook to be a fulltime Nana. Nothing
gave her more joy than spending time with her granddaughters, Madison and Tatum.
She attended every sporting event and activity they participated in to cheer them on.
She taught them how to make her famous mac & cheese which was always on hand.
She and Ed loved to travel with the girls and visited Cape Cod, Washington D.C.,
Pennsylvania as well as trips to Disneyland, Hawaii and Mammoth where Kathy had
been going since she was a child. Celebrating Christmas with the family together was
her favorite time of year.

Kathy could often be found tending to the hummingbirds, filling her house with
flowers from her garden, playing bridge with friends, volunteering at the Moraga
Library where she managed the bookshop and mastering crossword puzzles.

Kathy is proceeded in her passing by Ed and is survived by daughter Lynda, son
Jon and granddaughters Madison and Tatum. The smile on her face and twinkle in her
eyes will be missed by all whose lives she has touched. She will remain forever in our
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Drainage Systems
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=% Ken’s Rototilling &
Drainage Systems
Landscaping
« French Drains Installed
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

TAX PREPARATION

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
For Individuals And Investors.
Let us solve your tax problems.
Walnut Creek. Rex Crandell
(925) 934-6320.
rexcrandell@astound.net
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Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com
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Custom Quality Fencing

R KENS

" REDWOOD FENCING _

925 938-9836
. Good Nelghbor Fence
» Deer Fencing
 Picket/Split Rail
* RV Gates
« Trellis and Arbors
» Retaining Walls
* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

$21 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

# Quetzal Handyman &
Housecleaning Services

‘ NO JOBTOO SMALL

] Electrical, plumbing, concrete,
driveways & more...
Housecleaning Service
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

WE HOP TO IT‘

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.



