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Adjustments to city’s
Lamorinda Village
partnership to benefit

local seniors

By Lou Fancher

Parks, Trails and Recreation Di-
rector Jonathan Katayanagi,
during a brief presentation at
the council meeting March 13,
said the city’s partnership with
senior services nonprofit Lam-
orinda Village was a cause for
celebration. “We find ourselves
in a wonderful position where
we have a nonprofit, volunteer-
based organization in town
that’s really helping look out for
older adults in the community,”
he said.

At its June 13, 2022 meet-
ing, the city council approved
the budget expenditure of
$142,000 to partner with Lam-
orinda Village to provide senior
services and develop a volun-
teer hub that would benefit
older adults. Katayanagi and
members of the city staff have
been working with city council
liaisons and the Village to de-
termine the best application of
funds that has resulted in a re-
vised Membership Proposal.
After a review and unanimous
approval Feb. 23 from the
Lafayette Senior Services Com-
mission, the council was asked
for similar consideration and
approval.

Parks and Rec had already
launched a few programs at the
Lafayette Community Center,
but needed approval from
council for a suggested reallo-
cation of $142,000 in previously
approved funding. The new
plan takes that $142,000 budget
and allocates $60,000 for city-
supported memberships for

Lafayette residents, and $82,000
to hire a recreation director to
support the Senior Services
program.

The recreation director’s
responsibilities would include
overseeing city programs and
activities for seniors, counsel-
ing for members and their
families, vetting senior service
resources, and providing refer-
rals to those resources and
other services available to
seniors.

The city-supported mem-
berships would provide quali-
fying Village members whose
finances and service needs pass
a means test with full member-
ship benefits at a reduced per
month amount (proposed $5
per month for single members
and $10 per month for couples
to match current Village sup-
ported benefactors). When
asked by Mayor Carl Anduri
and Council Member Susan
Candell how much the initiative
could increase Village member-
ship, which currently stands at
about 200, Katayanagi said de-
pending on how many new se-
niors join as single or as cou-
ples, the Village could see an
increase of up to 250 people,
doubling the number of current
participants. In his report, he
noted that the city views this
program as a two-year pilot
collaboration to evaluate the
effectiveness of subsidizing
Lafayette residents.

Lamorinda Village is a
community-based network of
people over age 55 living in
Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda.
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I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 37 years.
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Honored in RealTrends Top 1.5% of Agents in the Nation.

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense
to assess what improvements can be made so that you're not
leaving money on the table at closing. But what are those
improvements? Let's work together well before a sale so that
you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

Concierge Service

The hassle-free way to sell your home faster and for a higher
price. Our Concierge Service helps you maximize the value
of your home Compass Concierge helps you easily prepare

your home for market by advancing the funds for home

any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

improvement services.
No upfront costs, no interest, no hidden fees - ever.

Terraces court battle ends;
project to proceed

After more than two years, litigation against the city of
Lafayette and developer O’Brien Land Company (O’Brien) re-
garding the city’s approval of the 315-unit Terraces of
Lafayette development project has ended and is in favor of the

city and O’Brien.

In 2020, Save Lafayette, a citizens group, sued the city and
O’Brien to overturn the city’s approval of the Terraces of
Lafayette. In November 2021, the Contra Costa County Supe-
rior Court rejected Save Lafayette’s claims and upheld the
city’s approval of the Terraces of Lafayette. Save Lafayette ap-
pealed the Superior Court's decision.

In November 2022, the Court of Appeal issued a unani-
mous opinion holding that the city’s environmental review
complied with the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) and that the city properly followed the Housing Ac-
countability Act in approving the project. Save Lafayette re-
quested that the California Supreme Court exercise its discre-
tion and review the Court of Appeal’s decision.

On Wednesday, March 15, the California Supreme Court
denied Save Lafayette’s request for review, making the Court
of Appeal opinion in favor of the city the final word in the

long-running dispute.

“The courts have once again affirmed that the city com-
plied with the Housing Accountability Act and the California
Environmental Quality Act in its environmental review and

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care!
I'm selling homes fast! Yours could be next!
Call me for a no obligation visit!

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742,
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approval of this 20%-affordable housing project. The litigation
is over, and we should now focus on welcoming new residents
to our community,” said Lafayette Mayor Carl Anduri.

Now that litigation has ended, O’Brien will be able to pro-
ceed with the development of 315 for-rent apartments, includ-
ing 63 below-market-rate units on a vacant a 22-acre site at the
southwest corner of Pleasant Hill and Deer Hill Roads, adja-
cent to Highway 24 in Lafayette.

For more information, visit https://www.love-
lafayette.org/terraces.

- J. Wake

Clarification/Correction: In the March 15 article, “Council
discusses potential state legislature grant projects; Pleasant
Hill Road Pathway project pulled from list for now,” Lauren
Herpich, whose public comment was correctly quoted in the
story, clarified that what she meant to say was: “There is no
one - perhaps other than Eric Law - who wants to see the
Pleasant Hill dedicated bike and pedestrian path happen
more than me.” In another point of clarification, the
pedestrian bridge mentioned in the story is not an alternative
design to the dedicated bike and pedestrian path, but a totally
different project which would cross Pleasant Hill Road at
Acalanes High School tennis courts with the goal of removing
crosswalks at Pleasant Hill and Springhill so cars can drive
faster on Pleasant Hill Road. “The bridge does nothing to
address crossing Highway 24,” resident Eric Law noted.

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, April 17, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Lafayette
Public
Meetings
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LAFAYETTE

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, April 10, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, April 10, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Providing An Elevated Real
Estate Experience
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Just Sold

83 Marie Place, Moraga
Pending in 7 days
83MariePlace.com

3191 Quandt Road, Lafayette
Pending in 4 days
3191QuandtRoad.com

Work With Us!

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com

BRYDON & IVES

REAL ESTATE TEAM
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