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Lamorinda softball

Haley Stripling batting
By Jon Kingdon

As the softball teams are be-
ginning their league games, it
has been a hit or miss proposi-
tion in being able to play their
games prior to spring break.
Acalanes has been able to play
eight games, Miramonte nine
games and Campolindo has
only been able to play four
games due to rainouts and un-
playable fields with the hope
that these games can be
rescheduled.
Acalanes

Head coach Victor Silva
has seen some big wins and
tough losses for the 4-4
Acalanes team with only one
bad loss to Benicia. “Every
game we’ve been in has been a
real nail biter,” Silva said. “Our
big issue is that we have been
making too many errors and
that is just so frustrating.”

Even more frustrating for
Silva was a 10-inning loss to
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Las Lomas. “I'm really happy
with my team though you’re
only really as happy as your
last game,” Silva said. “After
our 10-inning loss to Las Lo-
mas, their coach called me and
said that might have been the
most exciting game he’d ever
been involved in and I was re-
ally happy to hear that, but it
was a tough loss,” Silva said.
After winning their first
three games, the Dons suffered
a big loss when first baseman
Tess Gundacker, who bats
fourth, suffered a knee injury.
“We got off to a very good start
and then we lost Tess and
hopefully she’ll be back in a
few weeks,” Silva said. “When
she was healthy, she was very
clutch for us. After she got
hurt, everything went down-
hill. We just have to be patient
as she goes through rehab.”
The pitching staff is led by
freshman Maya Shoenhair
(2.74 ERA) and junior Lana
Cerejo (4.2 ERA) along with ju-
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nior Nicole Parlett (3.5 ERA),
who has also seen time on the
mound. “Maya has been fan-
tastic which you don’t expect
from a freshman,” Silva said.
“She has great control and is
starting to mix up her pitches
because the batters are always
looking for strikes and she is
still a freshman going against
seniors. Lana is a good com-
plement to Maya and I’'ve been
switching them after they go
through the order twice so the
hitters don’t get a feel for each
pitcher and this strategy has
been working well.”

The leading batters for
Acalanes have been Emme
Young (.600), Haley Stripling
(.591), Esa Orman (.407), and
Shoenhair (who also plays first
base .350). “Haley (who will be
playing for Rutgers next year)
has been the rock of the team
at bat and in the field at short-
stop,” Silva said. “Esa has been
very solid behind the plate and
Emme catches everything lin-
ing up in centerfield. (Seniors)
Emi Cronin and Sophia Al-
varado have done fine defen-
sively and freshman Lauren
Foster has done well in the
outfield and at second base.”

Silva is very pleased with
the attitude of the team: “After
the 10th inning loss to Las Lo-
mas and then a tough loss to
Pinole Valley, the top team in
our league, I asked the girls if
they wanted to practice on Sat-
urday and they all said yes.
We’re going to get better in
that we have such a young
team.”

Miramonte

For first year head coach
0.C. Schott, it’s been a matter
of building from the bottom up
through their nine games. “We
have a very hard-working
group that is striving for excel-
lence,” Schott said. “That's
been our motto. We believe
that we can do great things
and it's measured in various
ways. It's not always with wins,
but it's with looking to con-
tinue to improve throughout.”
The team has a good mixture
of experience and youth with
eight seniors, two juniors,
three sophomores and two
freshmen and is led by four
captains, seniors Sarah
Michels, Izzy Roy, Maya Paykel
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and junior Antonia Lawrence.

“Sarah has been our top
hitter and has been great at
shortstop, along with taking up
pitching, though she had never
pitched before,” Schott said.
“Antonia has done a great job
at first base. Aubrie Jalowiec
has made a lot of plays for us
at shortstop in her first year of
playing softball. Pateel Horou-
pian has stepped in as our
catcher because we need to use
Izzy at first and second base.
Julia Quinn-Ferguson has also
done well in centerfield.”

The Matadors’ defense has
been playing more consistently
with each game: “I've seen the
improvement on the defensive
side,” Schott said. “We're get-
ting more outs in the games,
rather than the step offs and
we've been able to have games
where we're recording true
outs in every inning and that’s
been the bhiggest thing. We've
been able to play full games
and that's been the biggest
thing.”

For Schott, this is just the
first step in the growth of the
team’s program: “We have 14
players on the team this year
so our first goal is to grow the
varsity first, and then over a
course of a few years, maybe
get a JV team. To help grow the
numbers, we want to create an
environment where the play-
ers want to come out for the
team. This group is at the be-
ginning of that, because their
approach has been to play for
each other, play for the team,
and represent the school, and
no matter the score, they just
keep playing.”

Campolindo

Due to the weather, the
Cougars have been particularly
limited in the number of
games they’ve been able to
play. “We only played four
games so far and in one of
those games, our main pitcher
Lyla Marcus was out sick,”
Head coach Saul Tallarico said.
“We have a great attitude on
the team. We’re primarily a
young team (12 sophomores, 4
freshman) and a group of se-
niors with good leadership
qualities so we’re hoping to
come back after spring break
to get some sun and hit the
ground running.”
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teams overcome rainouts and unplayable fields

The rain has also limited
the team’s early season prepa-
ration. “Due to the weather,
we’ve had to practice in the
small gym for the first time in
four years,” Tallarico said.
“There are only so many drills
you can do inside for a softball
team.”

The leading batters are
Keilly Kilpatrick (.600), senior
Lyla Marcus (.571), freshman
Cassidy Mintz (.444), senior
Ashlyn Chin (.400) and sopho-
more Clara Hwang (.333). Kil-
patrick, Marcus, Chin and se-
nior Molly Strohmeyer are the
team’s co-captains.

“The top of our order has
been the strength of the of-
fense,” Tallarico said. “Keilly is
a strong leader and has started
the season well at the plate.
Clara is one of our most con-
sistent hitters who lines up at
first in the outfield and can
also pitch. Lyla has been a
force on the mound and as a
batter. Cassidy has a strong bat
and plays third base and in the
outfield. Ashlyn has taken over
at shortstop and has done a
nice job in the field and at bat.
Strohmeyer has been a defen-
sive force in centerfield and
freshman Peyton Tallarico has
fielded well in right field.
Sophomore Lucy Wilson has
done a great job behind the
plate.”

Junior first baseman Kylie
Dowdall has been out with an
ankle injury. “We miss her bat
and her play at first base,” Tal-
larico said. “We’re hoping to
have her back in time for
league play.”

With the return of Dowdall
and Kilpatrick, Tallarico is
confident that having a consis-
tent lineup will be a key to the
team’s success as league play
begins: “Just to be able to get a
consistent lineup will help to
bolster us. Our attitude is
strong, and their spirits are
high. Our players see all the
games coming up on the
schedule, especially our league
games and they are looking
forward to competing, espe-
cially against our rival schools
and getting in to the win
column.”

Cammon named Saint Mary’s women’s head basketball coach
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“We just put a lot of time into it
and put the players in situa-
tions where we make it harder
for them in every practice so
when they’re put in those situ-
ations in a game, they will be
composed,” Cammon said. “We
have to have guards who are
tough enough to handle the

pressure and skilled enough to
make the right plays on the of-
fensive end of the floor.”

On offense, it’s a matter of
adjusting to the type of per-
sonnel on the roster. “‘We want
to share the basketball and
play together,” Cammon said.
“We want to get up and down
the floor playing fast but under
control. ’'m more of a motion

coach but I'm flexible and
when I’'ve had some teams
where I couldn't run motion,
we ran more sets to be able to
take care of the basketball and
put our players in position to
be successful. I've been fortu-
nate enough, on the men's and
women’s teams where I've
been an assistant coach, to
have been mentored by some

great coaches so it's not neces-
sarily hard for my teams to
adjust if we have to.”

What is Cammon looking
for from the Saint Mary’s play-
ers? “It’s important that they
be coachable. It can be tough
when you being told to run
harder and be held account-
able but it makes you better.
There’s no secret formula. The

players have to want to put in
the work. We're going to create
that here and hopefully we can
do that sooner than later. I
have much respect for all the
coaches that have come
through here and I'm just
privileged and blessed to be
able to come in and take on
where they left off.”
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Local male small business own-
house/condo. Prefer very quiet

environment. Please email
sparker07@comcast.net

Drainage Systems
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Ken'’s Rototilling &

Drainage Systems
Landscaping

« French Drains Installed

« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations

Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com
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- \ Senior IT Platform Engineer - AXA IM (Orinda, CA) Lead monitng,
erwould like to rentaroomina  mntng imprvng, & upgrdng: Actv Dirctry/DNS/DHCP enviro; Cirix
enviro; Windows Srvr (2012-2019); Windows Updt; VMWare enviro
Rgmts: Bach dgr or for equiv in Mngmt of Info Systems, Comp Sci or
rltd fld & 10 yrs exp as Cnsltnt, Pltfrm/Systms Engnr or rltd pstn invivng
IT infrstrctr dvlpmt & supprt for global ivstmnt mngmt. Please see job
posting for full requirements Drct applcnts only. Salary is $159,000.
Send resume to us.careers@axa-im.com EOE M/F/D/V

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

Custom Quality Fencing
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* Good Neighbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

* Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Help Wanted Irrigation Repair

Quetzal Handyman &
Housecleaning Services

NO JOBTOO SMALL

| Electrical, plumbing, concrete,
driveways & more...
Housecleaning Service
Please call Carlos Toledo

510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

$21 per 1/2" classified ad
height.

Email to:
classified@lamorinda
weekly.com

IRRIGATION REPAIR
YARD CLEAN UP
925-787-5743

WE HOP TO IT!
(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.





