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This huge Acacia tree on Moraga Way has been trlmmed but still interferes with wires above it. The trunk is split and the tree is in poor health.
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Winter storms lead residents to wonder about tree safety

By Sora O’Doherty

After Lamorinda was battered by unusually wet and windy winter storms, Lam-
orinda residents, as well as governments and utilities, are wondering about the
safety of the many trees that grace, and sometimes threaten, Lamorinda neigh-
borhoods. High winds and saturated ground have already claimed many large
trees in the area. Assessing trees for potential problems has become paramount.
The Lamorinda Weekly spent some time with the president of East Bay Tree
Service, Victor Ghavamzadeh, learning about tree assessment.

Many times a homeowner will notice changes in their tree that make them

afraid that the tree has become a danger. Changes might affect the trunk of the
tree, there might be discoloration on the bark, or mushrooms growing near the
roots. Soil conditions around the tree may have deteriorated, and the tree might
be leaning where before it was straight, or leaning more than it did previously.

Ghavamzadeh explained that there are four classifications of tree danger:
imminent, probable, possible and un-possible. A tree is an imminent danger if it
has failed or is about to fail. This is indicated by the tree being uprooted or if
the roots are not holding, or if the tree is suffering bark inclusions, cracks, or
splitting.

Probable danger is indicated if the tree has a good chance of falling, be-
cause, for example, .. continued on Page A7
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The heart of Lafayette loses some of its rhythm

trend.

Redmond and others refer to
as the heart of Lafayette are

sitting empty. And, many are
worried that this may only be
the beginning of the vacancy

In May, 2022, SITE Centers,

hills and great schools. There’s
something unique about this
place that distinguishes us
from Orinda or Moraga and
Walnut Creek and our small
businesses are a part of that.”
Sam and Betty Sukh are

crease. They bought this place
(above market rate) and the
tenants have to pay the prop-
erty tax increase. We can deal
with an annual 3 or 5% in-
crease but 20-30% is an un-
healthy increase. It’s unfair.”

a real estate investment trust,
purchased the La Fiesta Square
for $60.7 million and the
Lafayette Mercantile for $42.6

proud to be the third set of
owners of Papillon, a coffee
shop that opened its doors well

Betty and Sam Sukh say
they’re determined not to let
their massive monthly fee in-
crease be transferred onto

Empty storefront in La Fiesta Square

By Sharon K. Sobotta

Photo J. Wake

from Papillon, dinner from Ur-
ban Remedy and then mean-
dered over to the Kinkos Fed
Ex store to renew her passport.
Now, both Urban Remedy and
Kinkos Fed Ex have vacated,
along with the gym and other
storefronts in what McCarthy-

On a given day, Jennifer
McCarthy-Redmond might
have dropped off her children
at Lafayette Elementary
School, grabbed a morning
coffee from Tutu’s, a snack

million in what was called a
“once in a generation” oppor-
tunity by the brokering real
estate firm. However, the deal
is much less sweet for many of
Lafayette’s small business
owners and loyal patrons.
“That is the heart of
Lafayette. It's what makes the
place special,” McCarthy-
Redmond says. “I think if
things are just sort of thought-
lessly turned over to the high-
est paying tenants, it’s going to
diminish the desirability of the
town that’s known for green

over four decades ago, in 1978.
“Many of our customers have
been coming here for decades
and they enjoy meeting their
friends here over a cup of cof-
fee. It’s like part of their daily
life routine and rituals,” Betty
Sukh says. “It’s a community
space and a Lafayette icon.”
The Sukhs recall being no-
tified late last year about the
monthly fee increase for all
the tenants in the plaza of 20-
30%, depending on square
footage of the respective busi-
ness. “Most of the fees are re-
lated to the property tax in-

their customers, because they
want to stay accessible. “Our
customers have already started
worrying about us and some
are saying that they’ll under-
stand if we need to raise our
prices, but we really don’t want
to do that,” Betty Sukh says.
“The buyer is a big corporation
that owns properties across the
country so they don’t neces-
sarily care about our commu-
nity of Lafayette (nor do they
necessarily know anything
about us).”

.. continued on Page A2
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HAPPY VALLEY
RETREAT

6 Bedroom | 4.5 Bath

5,250+ Sq. Ft.[1.23+ Acre Lot

DanaGreenleam

SPRINGHILL RANCHER ON
AMAZING FLAT LOT

4 Bedroom | 3.5 Bath

2,703+ Sq. Ft.| .60+ Acre Lot

COMING SOON... WE CAN'T WAIT TO OPEN THEDOORS TO THESE LAFAYETTE LISTINGS!

DOWNTOWN TRAIL
NEIGHBORHOOD DREAM

4 Bedroom | 3.5 Bath
3,424+ Sq. Ft.|.30% Acre Lot

DanaGreenTeam.com| 925.339.1918 | DRE 01482454
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Lafayette Police Chief presents 2022 crime stats to council
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POLICE

By Elaine Borden
Chandler

Chief of Police Ben Alldritt
gave the Lafayette Police De-
partment 2022 Annual Report
to the City Council during its
March 27 meeting. He started
with a summary of the depart-
ment and the year. Lafayette
PD has 25 staff members who
dealt with 12,674 calls for ser-
vice, 1,293 police reports, 259
arrests, and 1,093 citations.
Alldritt’s report was based on
the FBI’S Uniform Crime Re-
port which includes eight types
of Part 1 Category Crimes:
homicide, rape, robbery, as-
sault, burglary, larceny, 10851
(joyriding) and arson.

“In a 10-year comparison,
for 2022 we had the lowest
number of Part 1 crimes,” said
Alldritt. But he noted certain

categories rose. Assault and
larceny went down, while rob-
bery, burglary, and joyriding
went up from 2021. Both per-
son crimes, such as homicide
or robbery, and property
crimes, such as theft or van-
dalism, were far below the na-
tional average.

Lafayette had no homi-
cides in 2022. There was one
reported case of assault with a
deadly weapon and two cases
of kidnapping. The assault was
a case where a wife struck her
husband and was arrested. The
first kidnapping case involved
a stranger attempting to
abduct a teenager. There are
currently no leads. The second
kidnapping was a case where a
family was restrained after a
forced entry. The intruder is
currently in custody.

The law acknowledges two
kinds of robbery: armed,
which involves a weapon, and
strong-arm, which does not.
There were two armed rob-
beries and six strong-arm rob-
beries, mostly shoplifting that
became violent. Suspects were
arrested in all cases.

There were two reported
cases of rape, one of child mo-
lestation, six of felony domes-
tic violence, and seven of mis-

demeanor domestic violence.
Alldritt did not discuss details
for the sake of sensitivity.

There was one assault on a
police officer. Alldritt com-
mented, “The gentleman had a
little bird in his hand the en-
tire time during the fight, and
as he came to the ground the
bird walked away.”

Most crimes in Lafayette
are property crimes. There
were 17 residential burglaries,
a jump from 2020 and 2021.
Alldritt took responsibility but
also asked residents to invest
in home surveillance. Com-
mercial burglary increased
with 32 cases, 14 of which are
solved. While there were 120
auto crimes, ranging from
theft from car to stolen vehi-
cles, auto burglaries have
dropped significantly from
2019, which Alldritt credited to
situational awareness
cameras.

Traffic citations rose from
900 in 2021 to 1,039 in 2022.
Alldritt stressed that traffic ci-
tations should correspond with
traffic collisions and that traf-
fic complaints have been very
high in Lafayette. Traffic colli-
sions were down from 2021 at
115 cases, and lower overall
from the last 10 years. There

were no fatal accidents.
Alldritt is hopeful the Lafayette
Go Slow campaign will reduce
these collisions further.

Code enforcement had 268
calls, including their first
house abatement. The majority
were for overgrown vegeta-
tion. Code enforcement also
includes property violations,
building and zoning violations,
fire hazards, and parking
violations.

Recess with a Cop is re-
turning this fall after a pause
during COVID. The PD also
does active threat training
with schools, involving one
hour of free training for staff
for a situation like a mass
shooter. As per a question
from Vice Mayor Gina Dawson,
Lafayette PD works specifically
with teachers, and schools are
responsible for drills.

The Emergency Prepared-
ness Commission updated the
“Lamorinda Residents Guide to
Wildfire Preparedness and
Evacuation” and sent it to

every home. The CalOES Grant
was used for purchasing radios
in schools and school buses,
solar panels and a backup
generator. Alldritt gave a shout
out to the Public Works crew
for all their work, especially in
the rains.

The written report also
notes eight cases of felony
vandalism, 35 of misdemeanor
vandalism, 30 of identity theft,
five of terrorist threats, and
one of forgery, and expresses
gratitude to the Crime Preven-
tion Commission.

Alldritt ended saying
March marked five years of his
service in Lafayette. “I love be-
ing here, and I love the oppor-
tunity to work with this. We
have a great community, a car-
ing community, from school
administrators to city staff to
community members,” he said.
Council members Teresa Ger-
ringer, Wei-Tai Kwok, and Su-
san Candell praised Alldritt
and thanked him for his work.

Chief Alldritt’s report at the March 27 Lafayette City
Council Meeting with can be found at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxDETpOhKGE&t=3024s. The
“City of Lafayette Police 2022 Annual Report” can be found
at www.lovelafayette.org/home/showpublisheddocument/

7242/638155998995970000.

The heart of Lafayette loses some of its
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Another tenant and busi-
ness owner in La Fiesta Square
who declined to give her name
says she fears the worst but
hopes for the best. “I heard
that the corporation bought the
plaza at an above market rate
and they’re distributing that
high property tax rates on all
of us who run businesses
here,” she said. “I hope it’s just
about making up for the dif-

ference in property tax. We al-
ways worry about the possibil-
ity of them continuing to raise
the rent and make it so expen-
sive and unrealistic for the
current tenants that we all get
pushed out to make room for
big business. I hope that’s not
the case.” The tenant shared
that her business also has no
interest in raising prices.
“We’re one of the only places
in town where you can replace
a (watch) battery for $10. The

price has been the same for
many years. It’s a simple thing
that we can do to be of service
to our community at an afford-
able price and we take pride in
that.”

Parya Suri has lived near
downtown Lafayette for the
past three years with her hus-
band and her now 2-year-old
son. Suri also attended Bentley
High School and considers
Lafayette her home. Like many
renters with aspirations of

rhythm

home ownership, Suri and her
family will soon be exchanging
their status as Lafayette
renters to Walnut Creek home-
owners. “We tried to stay here,
but it just wasn’t really feasible
with the costs,” Suri says. To
hear that the survival of busi-
nesses like Papillon is on the
line makes Suri feel sad. “I
know Sam, who runs Papillon.
My 2-year-old son Jayden loves
him. We walk in and Sam im-
mediately knows my son’s or-

der,” Suri says. “It’s nice to
have that personal touch in the
town that you live in. It’s a
community. It’s comfort. It’s
home. I'love the mom and pop
shops. When we have external
buyers who don’t live here and
are raising the rent (and fees)
so much, you don’t understand
that you're literally putting
people out of business. I would
advocate for small businesses
to stay here. That’s what makes
Lafayette the place that it is.”
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The Kurt Piper Group Presents

731 AUGUSTA DRIVE, MORAGA COUNTRY CLUB
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,728+ Sq Ft | 0.29+ AC Lot | Offered at $1,595,000

Single-level Plan 11 with beautifully landscaped grounds and recent pre-sale improvements
in a private setting. Just a short walk or cart ride to all the fabulous Club facilities.

KURT PIPER
Broker Associate
$25.818.8000
kurtpipergroup.com
DRE 01130308

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771, All material presented
herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

KURT
PIPER

GROUP

BATTERSBY.

Ashley Battersby

Broker/Partner
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
www.ashleybattersby.com

Village

It's Village. Of Course. ﬂ
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Serving the LaMorinda
area for 10 years as
former branch manager
of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.

Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.

All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks, and
squirrel-proofing. Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.
Customer service is my #1 priority.

1044 Stuart Street, Lafayette
(925) 338-9304 877-7RATMAN

=PFEST AND TERMITE—
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Earth Day Festival returns
at new downtown
Lafayette location

Photo provided

Community gathers for fun at a prior Earth Day Festival.

This is the 16th year Sustain-
able Lafayette will be organiz-
ing and hosting the Lafayette
Earth Day Festival, which will
be held at a new, central loca-
tion on April 23 at Lafayette
Plaza Park. “The festival will
bring the whole community
together to celebrate, while
connecting with some of the
amazing work our local orga-
nizations, youth groups and
businesses are doing to create
a healthy, thriving commu-
nity,” said Surabhi Konkar of
Sustainable Lafayette.

“The event will feature in-
spiration and entertainment
for all ages. The Jim Ocean
band will be there with their
unique brand of Rock 'n’

Roll. The band will treat the
audience to a live perfor-
mance of their new album,
‘FrankenClime’ — a humor-
infused rock ‘n’ roll monster
mash spotlighting the envi-

ronmental challenges of the
times,” Konkar said. “There
will be arts, crafts and games
to keep the kids entertained as
well as a petting zoo by Lam-
orinda 4H. Mt. Diablo Bee-
keepers Association will be
there with an observation hive
and honey bee educa-

tion. Sharp Bicycle will be
there providing free bike tune-
ups. A variety of local and na-
tional environmental organi-
zations and youth groups will
be there to educate everyone
on how to live sustainably and
take part in protecting our
planet.”

The free festival will be
held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sunday, April 23 at Plaza Park,
across from Sideboard. For in-
formation about Sustainable
Lafayette and the festival, visit
www.sustainablelafayette.org/
2023-earth-day-festival
—J. Wake
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City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, April 24, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, April 17, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, April 24, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc
Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124

1 Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm
Evenings & Weekends by Appt

State Farm Mutual Automobile
Insurance Company

State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance
Company of Texas

State Farm Lloyds

Richardson, TX

2101550

Surprisingly

great rates that
fit any budget.

| can help you bundle your
home and auto insurance,
at a rate that may surprise
you. Call me for a quote today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there.

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by
customer. All applicants subject to State Farm
underwriting requirements. Availability and
amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

o StateFarm-

925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: A3
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Coming Soon!

28 Ardor Dr, Orinda

3 BD 2 BA 2002 SF $1,395,000

Fantastic opportunity to
live in the heart of Orinda.

High ceilings, wall of
windows, peaceful setting
with views. Call us for a
showing!

28ArdorDr.com
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Elena Hood Anya Gorman
. m g rl 925.254.3030 415.747.1835
LLLNAaHOQOD Elena@Orinda.com  Anya@Orinda.com

ACAL ESTATE GRAOCUPR

DRE 01221247 DRE 02095784

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from
sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements
and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

GALLEGOS BOAMAN GROUP

Buyers are game for Lamorinda!

A few reasons to consider making a move now:

+  Low Inventory - Inventory is down and the supply is not
meeting buyer demand.

-+ Proposition 19 Benefits - 55 and older? Move anywhere in CA
and keep your current property tax basis.

+  Compass Concierge - Interest-free loan for moving costs and
pre-market improvements to increase your selling price.

Work with a winning team! Call us: 925.997.6808

Gallegos Boaman Group

Christine Gallegos | Amy S. Boaman
925.878.2883 | 925.997.6808

DRE# 01896511 | DRE# 01433269
gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com

by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented
poses only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or

0 statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. If your
not a solicitation
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Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Town Council:

Wednesday, April 12, 6:30 p.m.
Planning Commission:
Tuesday, April 18, 6:30 p.m.
Park and Recreation
Commission:

Monday, April 24, 7:00 p.m.,
Moraga School District Board
Meetings :

Tuesday, April 18, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
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Interim Town Manager’s temporary gig was an

eventful one
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Moraga's Interim Town
Manager Brian Dolan
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By Vera Kochan

It was trial by fire, or in this
case rain, for Interim Town
Manager Brian Dolan when
he began his first day on the
job, Jan. 3. Even before he be-
came a town employee, Dolan
knew what he was about to
face when a massive storm
struck the Bay Area and un-
leashed its fury on Moraga
during New Year’s Eve. Flood-
ing, landslides, downed trees
and power outages wreaked
enough havoc for Dolan to
proclaim a local emergency
his second day on the job.

Coming out of an eight-
month retirement after work-
ing over 35 years for local
government as a public em-
ployee and consultant,
Dolan’s most recent position
as assistant city manager of
Pleasanton saw its share of
weather-related issues.
“We’ve had some significant
weather events in Pleasanton
such as downed trees and
flooding. It wasn’t that differ-
ent,” he said. “Moraga was
challenging, because it hap-
pened so soon after I started.
The town staff was amazing.
Kyle’s crew [Public
Works/Parks Maintenance
Manager Kyle Salvin], with so
few people, worked long
hours and came in when they
weren’t even scheduled.”

As far as tackling any of

the town’s issues of the day,
Dolan appreciated how the
department heads got him up
to speed. Having participated
in Housing Elements with
other municipalities he wasn’t
involved with the brunt of
Moraga’s by the time he
started. “I was here for the
adoption - the formality. Most
of the major decisions had al-
ready been made.”

Dolan said he really does
mean to retire once he’s done
serving as interim town man-
ager (April 6). “I have no
plans to go back to work.” His
first day will be spent going to
a San Francisco Giants base-
ball game against the Kansas
City Royals. Other plans are to
visit his daughter who’s
working in Mexico; and at-
tend a family reunion in Min-
nesota. “My wife is still work-
ing so we can’t go too crazy.

“It sounds like a cliché,
but I've enjoyed working with
the staff and the town coun-
cil,” Dolan said. "I’'ve enjoyed
Renata [Sos] as mayor. It’s
been fun for me to really get
to know the people in the
community that are most ac-
tive in Moraga, as well as the
full breadth of the issues that
the town faces.”

Dolan’s last town council
meeting was March 22, and
the three council members in
attendance that evening ac-
knowledged his short but
memorable contribution to

the town. “We were lucky to
have Brian, a Moraga resident
and an expert in city govern-
ment, who is calm and even-
tempered, take the helm,”
stated Vice Mayor and re-
cently discovered to be
Dolan's second cousin, Teresa
Onoda. “Nature has thrown
landslides, Comcast failures,
street flooding, staff changes,
the Housing Element — and
that’s just the obvious. Brian
is treasured by the staff and
council. He has been a cham-
pion that Moraga needed.”

“What impresses me is
that stepping into the seat of
the town manager for a short
period of time,” Council
Member Steve Woehleke said
to Dolan, “the position of town
manager is really broad, and
it’s deep, and you inherit a lot
of these challenges, and it’s
amazing how calm and delib-
erate you are in addressing
and running the town.”

Mayor Renata Sos added,
“Brian, you were just the right
guy for the moment. You
brought a calm and steady
hand to a period of transition
and uncertainty. You are a
terrific collaborator. What I
most appreciate is that you
had retired for a whole five
minutes before you took this
job, and you did it out of love
for this community, and you
served this community ex-
tremely well.”
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CALLORTEXT
O 510-800-BINS

MOVE COCRDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPEGIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION =

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVIGES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INGLUDES:

pkacieg Tuinitaee, s#8ling ep kilchen, oegaraning cossls cepbodds and drmers

Nominzted by SCORE
for (itsiandting

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Woman-Owned Small Busingss wwny carefresmoves. net

925.330.1988

hellpEcarefreamoves net
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CERTECH PEST PREVENTION

Town Council establishes Design

s Ll

By Vera Kochan

Moraga is inching forward to-
ward the development of the
Rheem Park Area with regards
to reinvigorating the appear-
ance of an outdated shopping
center, and its immediate sur-
roundings, that was first built
in 1955.

With substantial input
from prior meetings of both
the Planning Commission and
the Town Council, staff was
able to incorporate the sugges-
tions into a presentation given
to council members during the
March 22 meeting, at which
time the council voted 3-0
(Council Members Kerry Hillis
and David Shapiro were out of
the country) to waive the first
reading of the Rheem Park
Objective Design Standards
Ordinance.

The March 22 staff report
was compiled by Moraga Plan-
ning Director Afshan Hamid,
Senior Planner Brian Horn,
Planning Consultant Aaron
Welch, and Planning Consul-
tant Barry Miller. Their pre-
sentation noted the Town
Council’s feedback from its
Feb. 15 meeting with items
such as: the need for a cohe-
sive and integrated design; ad-

Certech

Envirgnmental Senaces

www.certechpest.com
(925) 300-1094

& TERMITE PROTECTION

Standards for Rheem Park Area |

dressing of any noise issues;
why the ordinance doesn’t re-
quire public space; water-
efficient landscaping require-
ments; long-term bike parking
requirements; bicycle storage
requirements; residential
amenities as opposed to com-
munity benefits; pedestrian
safety; and architectural style.

Also discussed was a sum-
mary of revisions from the
Feb. 23 Planning Commission
meeting which clarified that
Center Street alignment is
flexible; reduced the number
of required residential ameni-
ties from 4 to 3, with added
flexibility for types of ameni-
ties that could be provided;
clarified that multiple types of
glass can be used but will not
be counted towards one of the
three required exterior mate-
rials; limited bright/vibrant
color schemes to trim and ac-
cent elements; added language
that major changes shall uti-
lize a vernacular design and
complementary architecture;
reduced required long-term
bicycle parking from 1 to 0.5
spaces per unit, and clarified
that private garage storage
qualifies as long-term storage;
added requirements for acces-
sible public space for major
projects on Park Street or Cen-
ter Street, or projects with at
least 50 units or 50,000 sq. ft.;
clarified that landscaping must
be water-efficient and fire re-
sistant; and referenced
parklets to encourage outdoor
dining.

Property owners and de-
velopers also had the opportu-
nity to weigh in with regards
to any requested revisions
which included revising stan-
dards for grocery, pharmacy

&

Photo provided

and retail uses exceeding
30,000 sq. ft. in size or larger,
and allow for more flexibility
in window glazing; reducing
the required depth of ground
floor nonresidential tenant
spaces from 60 feet to 45 feet
and the minimum width of
this space from half to 20 feet
in width or 35% of the width
of the tenant space (whichever
is greater); allowing more
flexibility for the location of
surface and ground floor
parking adding additional lo-
cation and screening options;
and allowing more flexibility
consistent with current truck
loading operations within the
Rheem Valley Shopping Center.

Some additional revisions
that the Planning Commission
requested for the Town Coun-
cil to consider during its
March 22 meeting concerned
applicability; site circulation
and access; building orienta-
tion; massing and articulation;
building facades; building
space requirements; materials
and colors; and public space.

With regards to the archi-
tectural style, while Spanish-
Colonial was discussed as a
possibility during several
meetings, it was not pin-
pointed as a required style of
design.

Staff recommended that
noise be addressed through
several means, such as, a City-
wide Noise Ordinance update
(which is a 2023 Town Council
Goal); project-level noise im-
pacts addressed through re-
quired CEQA review; and Title
24 of the California Building
Code which already requires
design for interior space not to
exceed 45 decibels.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your
community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorinda
weekly.com
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Community Meeting held to gather feedback for Corliss Drive
Safe Routes to School Project

Los Perales
Elementary
Schaool

=== Project Corridor

E SC hiool

Corliss Drive Safe Routes to School Project

By Vera Kochan

In an effort to make the trip to
school safer for students on
their way to Los Perales Ele-
mentary, the town of Moraga
engaged in community input
with its first virtual meeting
on March 28.

The event was presented
by Public Works Senior Engi-
neer Bret Swain who was
joined by Sandis Traffic Engi-
neer Lead/Project Manager
Nate Levine and Fehr & Peers
Senior Transportation Planner
Susie Hufstader.

Approximately 20 atten-
dees viewed the meeting,
some of whom participated in
the virtual survey involving
developing a street design that
promotes peace of mind for
everyone traveling on the up-
per Corliss Drive/Sullivan
Drive corridor, as well as cre-
ating a pleasant environment
for the area’s residents. Sev-
eral alternative scenarios
were discussed in this first
phase of the project’s Commu-
nity Engagement Schedule.

Hufstader served as the
moderator, and got the ball
rolling by presenting a “Get-
ting to know you” poll. Most
participants replied that they
traveled the corridor more
than four times a day; lived on
the corridor in question; and a
were a mix of students/par-
ents/or not.

Current walking condi-
tions in the neighborhood
were discussed, noting that
there is a crossing guard at the
Corliss Drive/Wakefield Drive
intersection during school
drop-offs and pickups; how-
ever, there is a sidewalk gap

Photo Provided

along parts of the corridor
forcing pedestrians to walk on
the street.

The driving conditions are
not optimal with drop-offs and
pickups occurring on the
street; and the left turn lane
exiting the school on Wake-
field Drive runs five to nine
cars deep. In a 24-hour data
collection period, 10-12% of
vehicles drove over 25 mph in
various areas of the corridor;
school zone parking restric-
tions are basically not ob-
served; and some parents park
on the street and walk to the
school to pick up their kids.

The corridor’s roadway
conditions offer a narrow 36-
foot width with a 50-foot right-
of-way between Warfield
Drive and Arroyo Drive that
includes two travel lanes and
parking shoulders. Decorative
and landscaped frontages
(trees, mailboxes, walls/stairs,
etc.) take the place of an actual
sidewalk.

Four alternatives were
presented by the team. Tier 1 -
Raised Sidewalks ($800,000 -
$1.2 million) is the costliest
option and would involve the
continuation of a raised side-
walk from Warfield Drive to
Arroyo Drive; include a tradi-
tional 4 to 6-foot concrete
sidewalk raised above street
level; and existing fea-
tures/conditions within the
public right-of-way would
need removal or modification.

Tier 2 — At-Grade Pedes-
trian Lane ($200,000 -
$400,000) would install a curb
in the roadway to provide a
curb protected walking area;
limit impacts to resident
frontages with a curb opening

at driveways; sidewalk width
would vary from 4 to 6 feet
and fit in the existing road-
way; and would convert exist-
ing parking or travel lane to
provide a 4 to 6-foot walking
lane.

Tier 3 — At-Grade Pedes-
trian Lane - Paint and Plastic
($75,000 - $250,000) is similar
to Tier 2, but uses striping,
plastic cones/bumpers to pro-
vide separation. While less
costly, it is less permanent and
may not be appropriate for
pedestrian uses; and it pro-
vides less protection than
Tiers 1 and 2.

Tier 4 - Striping and Sign-
ing ($25,000 - $100,000) uses
signs and striping to encour-
age slower speeds; is quick to
install and can be adjusted;
does not propose a change to
any existing uses in the right-
of-way; and does not provide
physical protection or create
spacing for walking or biking.

After presenting the op-
tions, attendees were asked to
participate in another survey.
A large number stated that
they either walk, drive or bike
along the Corliss Drive corri-
dor. For those who walked, the
main purpose was for exercise
or travel to and from the
school. Just over half stated
that they felt safe and com-
fortable walking in the corri-
dor; and a large number
(67%), agreed with the team’s
assessment of current condi-
tions. The biggest complaint
was the amount of traffic fol-
lowed by speeding, pedestri-
ans straying into travel lanes,
parked vehicles and failure to
stop. The most important pri-
orities for the corridor project,
according to the survey, is to
improve pedestrian safety and
comfort followed by lowering
vehicle speeds; maintaining
parking; maintaining land-
scape and frontage as is; and
maintaining traffic flow.

Swain responded to a
question about funding, “Right
now we would probably have
to fund a project out of mu-
nicipal funds. Some grant
funding opportunities, such as
the Highway Safety Program,
may not be available for major
infrastructure and other ones,
like Safe Routes to School, be-
cause a high percentage of the
grant is reliant upon disad-
vantaged community points.”

A question was asked

about limiting drop-offs and
pickups to one direction. “It’s
definitely something that’s
part of the conversation,” re-
sponded Levine, “but we’re
not specifically able to tell the
school to change what they’re
doing as part of this project.”

Would it be possible to
turn Corliss Drive into a one-
way street? While the situa-
tion is being evaluated, Levine
conceded that doing so would
have a variety of impacts on
the traffic.

In closing, Swain stated,
“We do want to get as much
feedback as we can. There is a
specific scoping idea for this
project that was developed in

the CIP (Capital Improvement
Plan), but we do want to hear
what the residents have to say
who live in that neighborhood,
because this would impact
you, as much as we want to
hear from the school, the stu-
dents, and the parents who at-
tend the school, and addition-
ally anyone who happens to
walk in the area. We want to
hear what everyone has to say
about this and get a balanced
feedback on this project.”

It was noted that the web-
site for the survey is still open
for community feedback
through April (bit.ly/Corliss-
SR2S). The address is case
sensitive.

Moraga Community
Faire and Car Show
returns, April 29

Thanks to an allocation of
American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) funds from the town
of Moraga, the Moraga Cham-
ber of Commerce will once
again host the Moraga Com-
munity Faire and Car Show,
which showcases live music
and performances, a gorgeous
car show, a robust Kid’s Zone
with games, battle bots, sport-
ing contests, animal interac-
tions, pony rides and more.
The family-friendly event will
be held rain or shine from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, April
29 at the Rheem Shopping
Center (580 Moraga Rd.).
“Stroll our talented
Artist’s Alley while noshing
on food truck fare and Loard's
Ice Cream or while enjoying a
local wine, cider or beer from
Canyon Club, Mt. Diablo Cider
or area vineyards,” Moraga
Chamber Executive Director
Katie Bidstrup said. “There
are so many interesting and
interactive booths to see and
enjoy this year, from bee
keeping and gardening to

spinning a wheel of fortune.
You can even bring clothing to
the Faire and Sustainable
Contra Costa will repair it.”

Community members can
tour the car show or enter
their own vintage ride (dead-
line April 24) to compete for
prizes. “You can even learn
about the University of Ore-
gon Ducks, acupuncture, dog
training or sign your trees up
for fruit rescue and have all
that yummy goodness go out
to the needy in our communi-
ties,” Bidstrup said. Multiple
live Bands will perform on
stage with a variety of music
and a DJ, and a magician will
also be there for the commu-
nity’s enjoyment.

“In past years, this event
has attracted up to 2,500 peo-
ple for an amazing time,” said
Chamber board member and
former mayor Mike McCluer.
“Let’s enjoy this wonderful
event, our beautiful town and
community!”

—J. Wake

Check out the schedule of events
at MoragaChamber.org/CommunityFaire

fo
Hours of operation

Mon-5at 9am -6pm
Sunday 10am-4pm.
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Healthier Skin Lies Within

Paige
Radell, M.D.

www.walnutcreekderm.com
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Pediatric and Adult Patients.

Same day appointments available.
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See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org
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Hardwoods
Carpets
Rugs

LVP

Vinyl
Laminate

FAMILY OWNED
30+ YEARS!

925-284-4440
3344 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Lafayette
lamorindafloors.com

LAMORINDA
FLOORS

=

415.999.0253

a.newtoncane@ggsir.com

annnewtoncane.com

DRE# 02084093. Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated.

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

Chris & Tracy get you results!

SOLDIN 8
DAYS

23 Benthill Court, Lafayette
4+ BR | 3.5 BA | 3,500% SF | 1+ AC | $2,295,000

2 BR | Den/3rd BR | 2 BA | 2153+ SF | $1,895,000

Chris and Tracy have been providing expert Real Estate Leadership in Lamorinda for over 3 decades.
Call us at 925.766.1447 to learn more about how we successfully navigate the
current Real Estate market environment to benefit you.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented
herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Chris Swim
Tracy Keaton
DRE. 00943989 | 01051349
925.7166.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

C@OMPASS

First Orinda Wildfire Prevention and Safety Fair in

Community Park, April 22

On Earth Day, April 22, the
city of Orinda will host a pub-
lic event at the Orinda Com-
munity Park from 9 a.m. to
early afternoon. The First
Orinda Wildfire Prevention
and Safety Fair is aimed at
letting the residents of Orinda
meet the agencies and organi-
zations that specialize or can
provide resources to help
them be less at risk from the
damaging and life-threatening
effects of wildfire.

There will be representa-
tives from the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District, California De-
partment of Insurance, Orinda

Firewise Council, Vulcan
Vents, and more. The event is
free and open to all. Children
will be able to see and engage
with some of the equipment
used by these professionals
(wildfire firetrucks, Utility
Terrain Vehicles, etc.) There
will also be other child-
focused activities. Adults will
be able to access resources,
ask questions, and hear short
talks given by local experts.

The fair will also be hap-
pening concurrently with the
weekly farmers’ market and
food will be available at the
market.

In addition, the Red Cross
will be conducting a blood
drive from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the Community Center for any

who would like to donate. The
blood drive is sponsored by
the Orinda Teen Advisory
Council. - S. O'Doherty

Earth Day is also the Annual Orinda

Action Day of Community Service

Orinda’s annual action day of service, when community
members meet and lend a hand to help clean up and beautify
the city, will be held from 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, April 22.
A T-shirt, snacks and light lunch will be provided to
volunteers. The event is sponsored by the city of Orinda in
partnership with the Orinda Community Foundation and
Orinda Women's Club. Volunteers can sign up for a slot and
meet at the Orinda Library Lower Plaza (adjacent to the
community center). For more information and to sign up,
please go to: http://www.orindafoundation.org/

AGENT

BY SALES VOLUME

$80 -I{_/IILLION

Contact Ann if you're
considering buying or
selling a home.

Golden
Gate

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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OIS presents ‘Shrek JR,” April 20-22

OIS “Shrek JR” Fresh Start Cast

NEED A GURU FOR YOUR 401(K»?

LEARN HOW TO SUCCESSFULLY NAVIGATE YOUR
401(K) RETIREMENT PLAN MENU

With Greg Gaskin

925 Country Club Drive, Moraga, CA 94556

Greg will demonstrate Investment Strategies that can make 401(k)’s Successful

ALSO....

He will explain the safety trigger that is built into the process.
Join Greg for a twenty minute zoom call.
Thursday’s 4:30pm / Saturday’s 10:30 am

Please e-mail Michelle Marcucci for Zoom login Information.

michelle@gaskinwm.com

The year’s spring musical at
Orinda Intermediate School
will prove that beauty is in
the eye of the ogre in “Shrek
The Musical JR.,” based on the
Oscar-winning DreamWorks
Animation film and fantastic
Broadway musical. It's a "big
bright beautiful world" as
everyone's favorite ogre,
Shrek, leads a cast of fairytale
misfits on an adventure to
rescue a princess and find
true acceptance. Part ro-
mance and part twisted fairy
tale, “Shrek JR.” has been de-
scribed as “an irreverently
fun show with a powerful
message for the whole fam-
ily.” The OIS performance on

Photos provided

April 20-22 at the Bulldog
Theatre, produced by Bay
Area Children's Theatre, will
feature 48 sixth- through
eighth-grade actors grouped
into two casts and 12 student
tech crew members, accord-
ing to Shelly Rose, pro-
gram/event manager of the
theater. All six performances
(three per cast) will take place
in the Orinda Intermediate
School multi-purpose room at
80 Ivy Drive, Orinda. Tickets
are $12 and are on sale at
www.showtix4u.com/event-
details/71860 (Click on “Show
Program” at the left to view
cast lists.)

—S. O’Doherty

City Council Regular Meeting:

=
ORINDR

Tuesday, April 18, 6:00 p.m.
Planning Commission.:
Wednesday, April 12, 7:00 p.m.

Supplemental Sales Tax Oversight Commission
Wednesday, April 12, 6:30 p.m.
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

-433- y .\
Rodeni Prooling

EXFEEIENCE WOU CAN TERST

www.honestrodentproofing.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

925-377-0977
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Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results
Frank Woodward

Spring is a Fantastic Time to Sell Your Home!

The local real estate market is blooming with the return of spring.
Well prepared and effectively marketed homes are selling briskly as
buyers compete to enjoy all that beautiful Lamorinda has to offer.

Call me today for a free property evaluation and marketing plan.
Utilize my 20+ years of local real estate success to achieve the highest
return on your sale with minimal stress.

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

©2023 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

COLDWELL BANKER
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Winter storms lead reside

Photo Sora O'Doherty

The dying treetops on these trees on Camino Pablo are a sign of
ill health, which means that these trees might fall in a bad storm.

... continued from Page Al

it is at a 45-degree angle over a
house or has structural defects.
In the category of possible dan-
ger are trees that are fine now,
but might fall in the face of
strong winds and extensive
rains. But there are also trees
that are classified as un-
possible, meaning that even
high winds and heavy rains are
unlikely to damage the tree, of-
ten because the tree is small or
young.

So what are the warning
signs that a homeowner might

be alert to? Sometimes a tree
divides when growing and de-
velops what are known as pre-
dominant and co-dominant
leaders, which are weaker than
single trunks. In a storm, it is
more likely that the co-
dominant leader will break
away from the tree.

The tree’s age is also a fac-
tor. Some trees, such as oaks
and redwoods, have very long
lives, while other trees, such as
birch and alder are shorter-
lived. The years of drought
have also affected trees, caus-
ing them to have a less exten-

sive root structure and even
adversely affecting the molecu-
lar and microbial composition
of the soil. Lamorinda has a lot
of clay soil, which results in
more shallow root structures in
trees.

Another thing that
Ghavamzadeh says affect trees
negatively is poor pruning, of-
ten by people with little train-
ing or experience. For exam-
ple, he pointed to the practice
known as “lion-tailing,” in
which the limbs of a tree, often
a heritage oak tree, are cleared
of foliage from the center of the
tree outward, leaving a tuft of
leaves at the very end, resem-
bling a lion’s tail. This practice
encourages trees to grow fur-
ther and further out, and even-
tually branches will fall. This
type of pruning error cannot
be easily corrected and may
cause the loss of trees that are
300 to 400 years old.

Many trees fell in the win-
ter storms this year across
Lamorinda. One thing that
readers might not be aware of],
Ghavamzadeh says, is that the
state of California actively pro-
moted the planting of Monterey
pine trees in Lamorinda to help
stabilize the hillsides. The
Monterey pine seemed to be a
good choice because it tolerated

clay soils, which are prevalent
in Lamorinda. But drought, in-
sect infestations, and fungus
have taken a toll on the trees,
which have a much shorter life
span than other local trees such
as redwoods and oaks.

Public organizations, such
as the East Bay Municipal Util-
ity District and the East Bay Re-
gional Park District have been
attempting to remove thou-
sands of dead trees on lands
that they own to reduce the risk
of fire. Last year Marcus Wag-
ner, Caltrans public informa-
tion officer, spoke to Lamor-
inda Weekly about the removal
of dead and dying trees along
Highway 24. He said that the
increase in tree mortality was
most likely due to stress

nts to wonder about tree safety

brought about by several years
of severe drought and invasive
pests such as bark beetles.
Dead or dying "red-needle"
trees are of concern as the nee-
dles can become flying embers
and help create the conditions
for rapid wildfire spread. In
their weakened condition,
these trees could also possibly
fall and obstruct portions of the
roadway.

Traverso Tree Service in
Martinez offers this advice on
monitoring the health of your
tree: “The best way to care for
your pine is to look up. Make it
a habit to look up and observe
the whole tree and especially
its top. If your pine is starting
to decline, the top is generally
where it will start.”

When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

ke

Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

ORINDA | $2,295,000

Sold with six offers, $250,000 over asking price. Remodeled 4br/2.5ba home with breathtaking Mt. Diablo views. Newly resurfaced sparkling pool and spa and an outdoor kitchen.

' Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573
I vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784

This wonderful home offers five bedrooms, three bathrooms plus a bonus room (or 6th BR). Outside, the large property has a fantastic front and back yard, with ample room to entertain.

Rose Capurro 415.690.6762
rosecapurro@yahoo.com | CalRE #01911774

LAFAYETTE | $1,698,000
Welcome to your dream home, boasting stunning Mt. Diablo views in a prime location close to vibrant downtown. Updated kitchen w/granite & an inviting backyard w/a private gazebo.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573

I vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2023 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logo are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Advisors LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. R&r
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By Vera Kochan

This reporter was involved in
a rather disconcerting situa-
tion along Moraga Road near

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Moraga Police driving on Rheem Boulevard.

Many drivers have forgott

Photo Lamo archive

Ascot Drive in Moraga at
around 4 p.m. March 23.
There were approximately 10
or more vehicles traveling
south along with mine. All
were traveling at the posted

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

en the Rules of the Road

speed limit of 35 mph.

I'looked in the rearview
mirror only to find that a
Moraga Police Department ve-
hicle was behind me with
lights flashing, but no siren. I
wondered what I was guilty of
as I pulled over to the right
shoulder, along with another
driver who correctly did the
same for an emergency vehi-
cle. I was surprised to find that
MPD kept on driving past me,
so I wound up back on Moraga
Road, this time directly behind
the officer’s vehicle.

The officer was traveling
at the same speed as the rest
of the cars along Moraga Road,
and apparently not giving
chase to anyone. “There are
calls we may respond to with
lights, but not use the siren as

we get closer to the location to
avoid having a suspect hear us
coming,” explained Chief Jon
King. “Additionally, it is also
possible that when the officer
finished a traffic stop, they
forgot to turn the lights off,
which does happen
occasionally.”

However, the point of this
article is to note that barely
any cars pulled over between
Ascot Drive and the eventual
stopping for the red light at
the intersection of Moraga
Road and St. Mary’s Road
(about a mile). Here was a
conga line of vehicles, and no
one paid any attention to their
rearview mirrors and the
flashing MPD lights behind
them. Granted there was no
siren, but the point of all these

Wednesday, April 12, 2023

mirrors attached to our cars is
to use them for more than just
checking our make-up or see-
ing if we have something stuck
in our teeth.

Clearly a refresher course
in applicable rules of the road
is necessary. In California,
drivers must yield to any au-
thorized emergency vehicle
sounding a siren, flashing red
lights, or both. Vehicle code
section 21806 states that when
an authorized emergency ve-
hicle which is sounding a
siren and which has at least
one lighted lamp exhibiting
red light that is visible, drivers
should immediately pull to the
right-hand edge or curb of the
highway, clear of any
intersection.

... continued on Page A10

Moraga Town Council ratifies MOFD Ordinance

Photo courtesy MOFD

The importance of defensible space near your home

By Vera Kochan

The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-

trict Ordinance 23-01 was rati-

fied by Moraga’s Town Council,

which would adopt the 2022

edition of the California Fire
Code and the 2021 Interna-
tional Fire Code referencing
local amendments deemed es-
sential by the MOFD board due
in large part to climatic, geo-
logic, and topographical condi-
tions existing in the district.
Orinda has already ratified the
Ordinance.

According to a March 22
staff report by Moraga Plan-
ning Director Afshan Hamid
and Associate Planner Brian
Horn, an MOFD report to its
board of directors stated, “The
proposed amendments are the
product of a yearlong effort

carried out by all of the Fire
Marshals in Contra Costa
County meeting as part of the
Contra Costa County Fire Chiefs
Association Fire Prevention
Officers Committee. The Fire
Marshal working group
worked to create a consensus
on amendments to adequately
protect each community and
create a standardized template
for a county-wide fire code.”
MOEFD Chief Dave Win-
nacker’s presentation during
the council meeting helped to
explain the local amendments
while clarifying that they don’t
potentially affect current

homeowners or renters, but
serve as a go-forward for new
construction.

A summary of local
amendments to the 2022 Fire
Code include: adding clarity in
identifying when operational
and construction permits are
required; amending and clari-
fying language for substantial
addition and alteration with
regards to linear walls and
roofs or if the aggregate of the
new construction exceeds
3,600 square feet, and remov-
ing Exterior Hazard Abatement
requirements.

... continued on Page A9
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« Call Tony at
(925) 497-3741
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PROBATE ATTORNEY

Wills/Trusts

Probate/Trust Administration

*« Conservatorships

www.rayrobinson.attorney

925-255-1640

ray@rayrobinson.attorney

Financial Elder Abuse
Inheritance Disputes

Letters to the editor

Congratulations to Cathy
Chang

I am thrilled that Cathy Chang
has been elected the 2023 Mor-
aga Citizen of the Year!

Cathy is the most amazing
young woman I know in Mor-
aga. In addition to working full-
time as a single Mom of two,
Cathy has been an active
provider of Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion education to both
Moraga students and adults,
through curriculum, movie/
discussion nights and numer-
ous library displays. She en-
gages her children and her
adult friends in distributing
food pantry items to those in
need in Oakland, established
the Plant it Forward program
for local 5th graders, led a pro-
gram for Moraga elementary
students to prepare winter Fri-
day nightdinners at an Oakland
Senior center (using "ugly pro-
duce" gleaned from a local
farm), helped lead Girl Scouts
in a fun geocaching hunt
(learning, aside, about survival
compass use and building a
survival shelter), and led Girl
Scouts in harvesting and pack-
ing milkweed seed to give to lo-
cal residents.... and so much
more.

Of the 41 prior Moraga Citizens
of the Year, only four have been
Asian, and only one other Asian
woman has been elected (de-
spite that 20.8% of Moragans
are of Asian descent), and

none have been from the
younger Moraga demographic.
Cathy's election is an important
statement about who we are as
a community and our values.

I urge you to join me in attend-
ing the Celebration Dinner for

Cathy on April 28 at Holy Trin-
ity Serbian Church in Moraga
and meet and honor this extra-
ordinary woman (register

at MoragaValleyKiwanis.org).

Proud of our Town,
Bobbie Preston
Moraga

A point of clarification

I'm writing to acknowledge a
complete slip of words in my
public comments made at the
recent City Council meeting
discussing the Pleasant Hill
Road Bike/Pedestrian Path pro-
ject. In reading the March 15
edition of the Lamorinda
Weekly, I saw that I was quoted
in saying, "No one wants to see
the Pleasant Hill and dedicated
bike and pathway project
done." Timmediately listened
to the recording of the meeting
before reaching out to reporter
Lou Fancher. Unfortunately, I
was quoted correctly.

But that is absolutely not
my view on the project. What I
failed to say were three very
important words at the end of
that sentence: "... more than
me."

I have spent the last three
years working with Eric Law
and others on the project;
building a website, managing
email and social media com-

munications, designing and
selling yard signs, walking door
to door publicly advocating for
the project, attending public
meetings and town halls and
also investing my own money.
In fact, I spent the bulk of my
free time during the day of the
meeting writing an email to
supporters and a social media
post outlining my support of
the project.

But when I was finally able
to read the public comments
submitted by concerned citi-
zens, I realized that now is not
the best time to ask for federal
and state funding. In my haste
to write down and speak my
public comment, I forgot those
important words.

I still believe that we need a so-
lution to create a safer and
more environmentally-friendly
way for kids and members of
our community to travel Pleas-
ant Hill Road without a car.
(Not every family can nor
should need to purchase an-
other car in order for their
child to get to school). But the
solution must take into consid-
eration the traffic needs of that
section of town. There is more
work to be done and I look for-
ward to being part of that
process.

Lauren McCabe Herpich
Lafayette

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not
necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the
writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those
who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please
give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate. Lamorinda Weekly reserves the right to refuse publishing a
letter submission. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines.
Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, 1480
Moraga Road STE C #202, Moraga, CA 94556

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820

Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Lafayette Police

Department
Incident
Summary
Report

March 19 - April 1

Alarms 51
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 21
Traffic 93
Suspicious Circumstances 12

911

Suspicious Subject 15
Suspicious Vehicle 11
Service to Citizen 45

Patrol Req./Security Check 41
Public/School Assembly Check 4

Supplemental Report 27
Vacation House Check 11
Welfare Check 23
Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations

Dui Misd

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

Happy Valley Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Hit And Run Felony
Camino Pablo/Eb Sr 24, Ori
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Moraga Rd./Sky Hy Dr., Mor.
800 Block Topper Ln.
Mt. Diablo Blvd./1St St.
Reckless Driving
Pleasant Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24
Deer Hill Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Reliez Valley Rd.

Tc - Fire And Amb Enroute
Deer Hill Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
Tc - Property Damage

Pleasant Hill Rd./Reliez Valley Rd.

Olympic Blvd./Reliez Station Rd.
Camino Pablo/Eb Sr 24, Ori
3500 Block S Silver Springs Rd.
Morag Rd./Moraga Blvd

Vehicle Theft

3700 Block Sundale Rd.

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Other criminal activity
Embezzelment

3500 Block Wilkinson Ln.

Forgery

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fraud False Pretenses

3400 Block Monroe Ave.
Grand Theft

1700 Block Toyon Rd.

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Identity Theft

10 Block Maloyan Ln.

Police Department (2)

3500 Block Eagle Point Rd.

3400 Block Moraga Blvd.
Panhandling

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Petty Theft From Veh

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1000 Block Dewing Ave.
Residential Burglary

3400 Block Silver Springs Rd.
Shoplift

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Warrant Service

1000 Block Carol Ln.
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Party

1000 Block 2Nd St.

600 Block Old Jonas Hill Rd.
Public Nuisance

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Camino Diablo/El Curtola Blvd.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism

3400 Block Monroe Ave.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Other
Animal Cruelty

3700 Block Highland Rd.
Fire/Ems Response Info

500 Block Antonio Ct.

3100 Block Stanwood Ln.

3300 Block Betty Ln.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block 4Th St.
H&S Violation

Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Harassment

500 Block Mcbride Dr.

3600 Block Boyer Cir.
K9 Outside Assist Request

800 Block S Broadway, Wcr
Threats

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Unwanted Guest

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

10 Block Roxanne Ln.
Violation Restraining Ord

10 Block Roxanne Ln.

3600 Block Madrone Dr. (2)
Harassment

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3300 Block Sweet Dr.

MNRINIIA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report
March 26 - April 1

Alarms

911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 3
Traffic 61
Suspicious Circumstances 3
Suspicious Subject 4
Suspicious Vehicle 4
Service to Citizen 28

Patrol Req./Security Check 23

Public/School Assembly Check
Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Accident Property

200 Block Glorietta Blvd.

Ivy Dr./Moraga Way

Camino Pablo/Ardilla Rd.
Reckless Driving

Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.

Miner Rd./Camino Don Miguel

Camino Pablo/Wb Sr 24

Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.

Camino Pablo/Via Corte
Vehicle Theft

Wb Sr 24 At Camino Pablo
Other criminal activity
Battery On Police Felony

Camino Pablo/Santa Maria Way
Grand Theft Veh Parts

10 Block Las Vegas Rd.
Warrant Arrest

20 Block Orinda Way
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

100 Block Fiesta Cir.
Disturbing The Peace

90 Block Brookwood Rd.
Vandalism

10 Block Orinda Way
Other
Hailed By Citizen

Moraga Way/Brookside Rd.
Revocation Of Probation

Camino Pablo/Camino Sobrante

oo w



Wednesday, April 12, 2023

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Moraga Town Council
ratifies MOFD Ordinance

... continued from Page A8

Emergency Planning and
Preparedness amendments
added nuisance fire alarms,
aerial pre-plans, and amended
standby personnel as well as
added access to open space,
existing fire trails maintenance
requirements, and language
for Knox Box content require-
ments. (A Knox Box is a secure
key safe that mounts on the
wall of a building with the key
available to open the box being
in possession of the fire
company.)

Spark arrestor require-
ments for chimneys were also
added as well as amending de-
finitions for substantial addi-
tions and alterations to existing
structures such as requiring
fire sprinklers in certain cases,
and added an exit discharge
surface requirement so there is
an uninterrupted flow to leave
(i.e. no large rocks underfoot)
for people from certain occu-
pancies who will be exiting
outdoors during an emergency.
Changes also amended moni-
toring of alarm systems to
comply with NFPA 72 (National
Fire Protection Association Sig-
naling Code).

Other amendments to the
fire code addressed hazardous
materials storage and removal,
such as explosives, fireworks,
and flammable cryogenic fluids.

The chapter on Safety Dur-
ing Construction and Demoli-
tion added site safety plan and
site security requirements,
along with asbestos removal
requirements.

Chapter 80, Appendix C,
amended requirements for the
number and spacing of hy-
drants and added maximum
distance for hydrant locations,
while Appendix D amended
access and loading require-
ments; amended D103.2 to
bring fire department turn-
arounds up to compliance with
the 2019 fire code (28-feet
width of new roads); amended

grade and angles approach,
dead end fire apparatus turn-
arounds, and aerial access re-
quirements; and added the
number of fire apparatus ac-
cess roads for new
developments.

Winnacker also mentioned
real property sales and trans-
fers. The 2019 code amend-
ment requires a certificate of
compliance with exterior haz-
ard abatement requirements
prior to real property sale or
transfer. MOFD has engaged in
collaboration with the Contra
Costa County Realtors Associa-
tion to increase awareness of
fire code requirements and de-
velop implementation mea-
sures. Work can be done in ad-
vance of the sale and can be
self-reported; and who does the
work can be negotiated be-
tween the buyer and the seller.
The work can be deferred with
an escrow account. Any sales
between May 1 and Nov. 30
have 30 days following the sale
or transfer to complete the re-
quired abatement. Sales be-
tween Dec. 1 and April 30 have
to complete required abate-
ment no later than the annual
May 31 compliance date.

MOFD’s 2019 abatement
code for Existing Parcels and
Structures will move the an-
nual compliance date from
June 15 to May 31 and extend
the abatement period from 10
to 15 days. It bans the use of
combustible ground cover (in-
cluding mulch) within two feet
of structures; and requires at
least a two-foot air gap be-
tween the ground and vegeta-
tion within two feet of struc-
tures. The clearance for trees
will increase from five feet to
six feet; require the removal of
Eucalyptus and Monterey pine
within six feet of structures;
require the removal of Juniper
and Bamboo within 10 feet of a
road by the end of 2023; and
require an exterior fire hazard
inspection for real property
transfers.
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Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* Facelift * BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
Facial Implants * Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

Neck Lift o Fillers )
Nose Surgery (JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMAG®, Restylane®)

Brow Lift * Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a nationally
recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic surgeon, opened

a private practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve Lamorinda
patients. Specializing entirely in the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is

F|
r.
nationally recognized for providing patients with beautiful, elegant,

and natural results. TAMPLEN

Matthew Tamplen, MD LR
Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION

96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

-~ RURQRERY

Double Board-Certified
Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.

American Made Locally Cwned

Liz ® B39474

Why Clean your Air Ducts?

Better overall air quality
Reduction of allergens
Oder reduction . T A
Fewer repairs for your HVAC equipmen
Energy savings

Protection against mold and mildew

SN SSSS

air conditioning e heating ® dryer vent cleaning
air duct cleaning ® commercial HVAC e and more

(925) 455-4AIR

ASE ABOUT OUR SEMIOR DISCOLNTE (925) 455-4247 - BradiordAlr.com

ANNUAL COMPOST

GIVEAWAY

HOSTED BY RECYCLESMART
AND REPUBLIC SERVICES

]
lll.-‘-.

R
P2

Wiy
. RecycleSmart

Coetenl T w Carwde

REPUBLIC

SERVICES

Bring 5-gallon buckets, cardboard boxes or other strong containers that you
can lift yourself. NO BAGS or TRUCK BEDS. Republic Services provides staff
to shovel compost into your containers. Residents can take up to 50 gallons
of compost (ten 5-gallon buckets), while supplies last.

Reserve your time. Registration required:
RecycleSmart.org/ICAW

This event is open to: Lafayette, Orinda, Moraga and RecycleSmart residents only.

Saturday, May 6™, 8:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. (registration required)
Event hosted in Lafayette. Register for event information.
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Building

Foundations
“IF
1

e Lifting
e Leveling
e Stabilizing

f_ nl'ﬂ"i' "'.._"' ai.“:J‘

UNDERPINNING

SN CRNTRAETER 10E BETE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org .

BENERRL EOATRACTIR

ESTI2E

When it comes to
safety.......
We Hop To It!

N R R AN AR
1 Earthquake 1
|$50 emergency shut I
:. OFF offvave' 1

Auto | 1hﬂ

Reduced Reduced {
I Toilet need for Energy I i
Cleaning Toilet Saver

Frequency Paper

memeeeeeea |
$500ff : I

Toto Bidet 1
and install* 1 I

$100 off | i.

Tankless water 1
heater install* 1

“Limit 1 coupon per job. Exp. 5/31/23

(925) 377 6600 =i

WWW LeapFrogPIumblng com
| I .

$

e

I hd
CA Lic
L929641

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Family fun at the Spring Cookie Decorating Party

By Vera Kochan

Once again, Moraga’s Parks and Recreation De-
partment held a family-friendly event to coin-
cide with the season. The Spring Cookie Deco-
rating Party was held April 1 and partnered with
Canyon Club Brewery, where the festivities took
place.

Priced at $50 per family, the cost included
four large cookies (baked by “Sugar By Shone”),

Wednesday, April 12, 2023

Spring Cookie Decorating Party brings
out amateur Rembrandts

multi-colored icing, sprinkles, one adult drink
ticket, and an egg hunt for kids under 13.

Recreation Coordinator Donald Scully
helmed the occasion assisted by Camille Gourlin
and Vincent Magagna, both of whom pre-
decorated egg, bunny and spring flower-shaped
cookies to give the kids an idea as to the
possibilities.

CCB’s General Manager Kirsten Popcke said,
“The family events are always my favorite. It’s
nice to have a spot where families can come,
and Donald sets up the best functions.”

First came the Egg Hunt. Eleven families
(approximately 50 people), with children ages 2 -
11, were given a basket and told to look for 200
plastic eggs filled with candy and small toys. The
kids were very focused in their search for the
strategically placed eggs hidden throughout the
courtyard. Next time you visit CCB keep your
eyes "peeled" for an egg or two that may have
been left behind.

After the hunt, the young artists settled into
the cookie decorating process. Daisy Bieber, 3,
was clutching a small Dixie cup and munching
on its contents. “What are you eating?” this re-
porter asked.

“Sprinkles,” replied Daisy, showing me her
treat in the cup and all over her mouth.

When asked, “Are you trying to decorate
yourself?” Daisy nodded with a smile and kept
right on eating. Her twin sister, Ruby, was fo-
cused on the job at hand.

Brother and sister, Tommy, 8, and Veronica
Przybylski, 5, were artistically decorating their
cookies with multi-colored icing in a variety of
patterns, when Tommy decided to incorporate
some of the candy in his egg hunt stash for a
more three-dimensional design concept. Now,
that’s thinking outside of the box!

Many drivers have
Rules of the Road

.. continued from Page A8

Once the light turned green, the same group
of cars either eventually turned right onto Mor-
aga Way or drove merrily along continuing south
until a few, including MPD (with lights still flash-
ing), made a left-hand turn onto Sanders Drive.
The point being made is, even if the flashing
lights were accidental, every one of those drivers
broke the law by not pulling over.

“Unfortunately, there are many times when
drivers fail to yield to emergency vehicles that
are being driven with the lights and siren acti-
vated,” stated King. “Drivers are distracted, may

forgotten the

not see the emergency vehicle, or may panic and
not know what to do ... or there may be other
reasons. Regardless, this slows the response,
which may not seem like a big deal, unless we
are responding to your house for an emergency.
It is also very important for officers, firefighters
and EMS personnel to drive defensively when
responding to an emergency as while we hope
drivers will yield -- and many do -- but there are
some who do not or make an abrupt movement
that we have to avoid. If we get in an accident,
we cannot get to the emergency and help who-
ever is in trouble or worse.”

DUDUM

= AL

=S TAT

WWW.DUDUM.COM

DRE# O

1882902

D

ROU

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

HAPPY VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR INFORMATION
J. DEL SANTO/T. FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

CAROLYN WAY

NEW PRICE

925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

CHRISTINE WRIGHT

3369 N. LUCILLE LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,350,000
K. BRICKMAN & K. WOOD | 925.351.5049

925.285.5336

DRE# 01896147

JOY WIEHN

25 VOLTERRA COURT, DANVILLE
SOLD FOR $2,069,000
BRYAN HURLBUT | 925.383.5500

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

415.377.1884
DRE# 02047712

JILL BALAZS

110 WAYLAND LANE, ALAMO
SOLD FOR $3,350,000

925.804.0200

I"p_ :!'.n -

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

RUTH EDDY / JAKE ADAMS | 925.788.5449

S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

COMING SOON

T

1990 ROBIN RIDGE CT., WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,250,000

JUST LISTED

2229 PTARMIGAN DR, #2, ROSSMOOR
OFFERED AT $775,000

26 WILLOW AVENUE, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $1,375,000

SOLD ° REPRESENTED BUYER SOLD c

3306 FREEMAN ROAD, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $1,750,000

RACHEL DREYER | 415.990.1672 KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049
DRE# 02038791
LAUREN DEAL COLOMBANA
HURLBUT TEAM LORI LEGLER MATT MCLEOD RACHEL DREYER GROUP RUTH EDDY

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

3746 MEADOW LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $3,950,000
JULIE DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

205 FERNWOOD DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $2,550,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

1225 TULANE DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $1,850,000
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

REPRESENTED BUYER

2489 ENCINAL DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $1,250,000
RACHEL DREYER | 415.990.1672

SHELLEY RUHMAN  SHERRY HUTCHENS

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

KAAREN BRICKMAN

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

TINA FRECH MAN

é

925.212.7617 925.915.0851
DRE# 01320608 DRE# 01970768
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925-377-0977

 MVPC VBS 2023
SHINE JESUS

" LIGHT,
" June 3-2, Jam-Noon

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

for _tﬁilﬂren age 4 .I:qr June _-I_.ﬂ
thru entering 5th grade +
register online at mvpctoday.org

Lafayette mom writes endearing kids’ book, ‘Good Night, Sweet Peas’

Lafayette author Amy Landgraf reads "Good Night, Sweet
Peas" to Happy Valley Elementary School second graders.

By Diane Claytor

Growing up in Southern Cali-
fornia, Amy Landgraf had a
dream. “I always wanted to
write a children’s book. After
being inspired by so many
wonderful children’s books
when [ was young,” she said, “I
knew I wanted to write books to
inspire others. It’s been my life-
long dream,” she says. And with
the release of her acclaimed
children’s book, “Good Night,
Sweet Peas,” her wish has come
true.

A big question could be
how did the busy Lafayette
mom of three active kids ever
find time to write this delightful
story? “I'm often burning the
midnight oil,” she admits. “But
when you’re passionate about
it, you find the time to pursue
your dreams.” Landgraf is a
substitute teacher, second grade
teacher’s aide, room mom and
writes a column for a local
monthly publication.

Working a full-time job in
sales and marketing for many
years, Landgraf was never quite
able to find the time to fulfill
her childhood fantasy. But she
never stopped thinking about it.
Then COVID hit and everything
came to a halt. She suddenly
had the time, but hadn’t quite
figured out the main character.

With more time at home
and a plant donated by a neigh-
bor, the Landgrafs decided to
start a family vegetable garden.
It turned out that peas became
the favorite veggie. “They’re
easy to grow and my kids love
them,” Landgraf says. They also
became her inspiration.

One day, her then 3-year-
old son was enjoying a plate of
peas, although, as expected,
most inevitably ended up on the
floor. Looking at the peas
rolling all over the kitchen,
Landgraf remembers exclaim-
ing, “Roly-poly peas are every-
where.” As soon as she said that
out loud, she recalls, “I thought
OMG, that could be my story’s
main character.” Thus, Rollie
Pollie Pea came to life.

Like most children, Land-
graf’s kids were always looking
for ways to delay their bedtime.
With that in mind, and the de-
sire to write a book that was
both relatable and humorous,
“Good Night, Sweet Peas,” a
sweet, funny, rhyming story
about Rollie Pollie Pea and his
siblings trying to avoid bedtime,

was created.

Landgraf quickly learned
that writing, illustrating, pub-
lishing and selling a children’s
book has many challenges.
Once written, she began
searching for an illustrator who
could match her visions. It took
longer than expected. She fi-
nally found Carlos Valenti, an
experienced Disney animator
and illustrator, who had also
worked with Marvel Comics,
Warner Brothers and Universal
Studios. “As soon as he sent me
a sample drawing of Rollie Pol-
lie Pea, I knew I had found the
perfect illustrator. You just
know when it feels right,”
Landgraf reports.

It was an eight-month
process getting the book so
beautifully illustrated. The
drawings are vibrant. Rollie
Pollie Pea and his four adorable
siblings, as well as their sur-
roundings, come to life in bril-
liant color. And Landgraf says
she couldn’t be happier.

Landgraf had planned to go
the traditional route getting the
book published until she real-
ized she would lose some con-
trol over the creative. She had a
vision and knew what she
wanted. So she started her own
publishing company, Rad Plaid
Publishers, and hopes to even-
tually publish other authors
and illustrators.

With boots on the ground,
as Landgraf describes, she be-
gan selling “Good Night, Sweet
Peas.” Wanting to support the
local community, she went to
small, independent bookstores,
meeting with store owners and
managers, pitching her charm-
ing children’s book. She suc-
ceeded. “Good Night, Sweet
Peas” is currently available at
Lafayette’s Reasonable Books,
Bel and Bunna Books, and Or-
chard Nursery’s Lazy K, as well
as bookstores in Danville and
Berkeley. It’s also available on
Landgraf’s website
amylandgraf.com.

Landgraf will be reading
and signing books during an
Earth Day celebration at 12:30
p-m. April 23 at Hollie’s Home-
grown in Lafayette.

Lafayette mom Kim Roth
read “Good Night, Sweet Peas”
to her two toddlers and reports
they couldn’t stop giggling as
they got to the surprise ending
of the book and, at their insis-
tence, she read it another three
times in a row.

The book reviewer Readers
Choice Book Awards wrote,
“Beautifully written in rhyme
with bright, vibrant illustra-
tions, this book will become a
bedtime favorite for children
and adults alike!”

“Good Night, Sweet Peas” is
the first in a series of Rollie Pol-
lie Pea books. The next one,
“Cool to be You,” a book about
inclusivity and celebrating our
differences, is expected out in
the fall. There are another six
books, mostly written, in Land-
graf’s inventory, so Rollie Pollie
Pea will no doubt become a
long-time friend.

And Landgraf has even
bigger visions for Rollie Pollie
Pea. She hopes he’ll become a
beloved children’s favorite. She
has plans for creating mer-
chandise and is even hoping to
someday bring Rollie Pollie Pea
to life through an animated TV
series.
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Massage Envy Lamorinda

Spring Open House
Saturday April 15
12p- 3p
e Free mini facials
e Free micro demos
e Free peel demos

e Free “Jan Hand" demos

558 Center Street
Moraga, CA 94556
Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Author Event at Orinda Books!

Dave Newhouse & Andy Dolich
Goodbye, Oakland: Winning, Wanderlust,
and a Sports Town'’s Fight For Survival

Saturday, -
April 22 at 2:00

276 Village Square
925-254-7606
www.orindabooks.com

Repair & Reuse!

Free events to help you reduce waste.

Free Bike Tune-Ups

We'll be doing bicycle tune-ups & safety checks, including
adjustments, lubrication, & proper tire inflation. We can
even repair some flat tires (not all sizes available).

Lafayette Earth Day Festival
Sunday, April 23, from 11am - 2pm

in Lafayette Plaza Park

(Mt. Diablo Blvd & Golden

Gate Way, Lafayette)

R

P

Sustainability in Action

99 REPUBLIC

SERVICES

Free Clothing Repair

Bring one clothing item for repair or
slight alterations. Materials will be provided.

Moraga Community Faire

Saturday, April 29, from 11am - 4pm
at Rheem Valley Shopping Center

(580 Moraga Rd, Moraga)

Recycle
“sse*SMmart

Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority

{
Sustainable
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Your Passport To The World!
Hands-On and Engaging Language,

Culture, and Artistic Classes.
Ages 3-9
saklan.org/summer

compassionately A
live

courageously™

e
aklan
Sch | 2w

creatively

TOWN HALL THEATRE COMPANY
EDUCATION

regisier

faralay!

TOWNHALLTHEATRE.COM
9252831557 (@)

FireCracker maTu

Priwasting Love fov Mathenatics

In-person and Online
Summer Math Camps.
Year-Round Classes.

www.firecrackermath.org 510-488-4556

925-377-0977
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SUMMER CAMPS
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Part 2, Family Camps and Half Day Summer Camps

FAMILY CAMPS

Tuolumne Family Camp
(Yosemite)

Located just outside the gates of Yosemite National Park, families can enjoy the wilderness, great food, and
all-day programming as well as taking part in theme days, campfires, play games, practice archery, swimming,
learning crafts, fishing and enjoying the sauna. Choose from weeklong, weekday, and weekend camp visits.
www.berkeleyca.gov

HALF DAY CAMPS

Berkeley Rep
(Berkeley)

Looking for summer fun? Berkeley Rep’s got you
covered! Create your own play, musical, or film,
perform on Berkeley Rep’s main stage, and learn
from award-winning professional artists. All levels
welcome - the only requirement is an open mind and
collaborative spirit! Learn more and register today at
www.BerkeleyRep.org/classes.

Community Center Classes &
Summer Camps (Lafayette)

Art, soccer, cooking, dance, science, engineering,
LEGOs, pickleball, archery, basketball, carpentry,
singing, chess and more!

www.LafayetteRec.org | (925) 284-2232

Cougar Youth Football Camp
(Moraga)

The Cougar Youth Football Camp directed by

Head Coach Kevin Macy for grades 5-8 is held at
Campolindo High School July 10-14 & July 17-21. Cost
is $500 with all equipment including T-shirt supplied.
Registration forms online.

Register at www.cougarcamps.com

Eclipse Soccer -Summer Soccer Camp
(Lamorinda)

The focus is on developing skills and having a ton of
fun in the process. The summer camp is a week-long
camp (Monday-Thursday) with 2.5 hours of soccer
each day. Players will spend time developing their
individual technical skills, while also working together
in teams in fun games and competitions.
www.eastbayeclipse.com

ConTrA COSTA BALLET

Children & Teens Beginning - Advanced

BALLET CLASSICS CAMP

SUMMER PROGRAM

Directors: Richard Gammack & Zola Dishong

BALLET INTENSIVE

(ase-7) WWW.CONTRAGOSTABALLET.ORG (aoes-19)

2040 N. Broadway, Walnut Creek | (925) 935-7984

June 26 - July 21

The Lamorinda
Weekly Summer
Camp listings

are not paid
advertising. Our
intentis to provide
a useful reference
quide. Inthe
event we have
inadvertently
printed
misinformation,
please let us
know. LW is not
liable for errors or
omissions.

L] L)

Now accepting registrations!

"

Registration is open for our

Summer Day Camp

Boys and Girls 6U-14U

DATES: July 10-July 14, TIME: 9:00AM-2:00PM
COST: $450.00

Full gear is required. Please bring water and sunscreen
https://lamorindalacrosse.leagueapps.com/camps/3809022-2023-summer-camp

Character. Competition.
Discipline. Fun.

$50 OFF using the code LW50 at checkout

mfc@vivaslmparclong  wwwviveslpanclong 5255425177

Camp Awesome Summer Camp
(Lafayette)

Camp Awesome is back this summer. Awesome
games, activities and phenomenal summer shows.
Open all 11 weeks of summer: Early care 8 a.m., Day
Camp 9 a.m.-2 p.m., and afternoon camp 2 p.m.-
5:30 p.m. You don't want to miss out on the fun.
Registration open. Dates: May 30-Aug 11.
www.LafayetteRec.org |(925) 284-2232

Contra Costa Ballet Center
(Walnut Creek)

CCBC offers comprehensive ballet training for
beginning-advanced dancers. Ages 5-7 are invited
to join Ballet Classics Camp which introduces ballet
foundations through classic fairy-tale ballets. Ages
8-19 may audition for our intensive which includes
technique, pointe, character, contemporary,
conditioning, anatomy, rep and more! June 26-July
21. www.contracostaballet.org | (925) 935-7984

DONS Youth Football Academy
(Lafayette)

The Dons Summer Football Academy, run by current
Acalanes coaches, will teach fundamentals, develop
skills, and help kids with the transition to tackle
football in a fun, fast-paced, non-padded and non-
contact environment. Both skilled position players
and linemen from 4th to 8th grade should attend.
Cost is $200. June 19-22, 3 p.m.- 5 p.m.
www.acalanesdonsfootball.com

FireCracker Summer Math Camp
(Lafayette)

FireCracker Summer Math Camp for curious and
challenge-loving kids ages 6 to 16. Instructions
employ math games, projects, and magic tricks,
sparking kids'interest in math and boosting their
skills and confidence. Morning classes are followed
by fun activities in the afternoon.
www.firecrackermath.org | (1510) 488-4556

Happy Days Summer Camps
(Lafayette)

Join us on fun-filled weekly adventures, as we explore
lands and cultures around the world. Dramatic play,
art, crafts, games, and music will enhance each
exciting theme. Flexible scheduling allows you to sign
up for 2 to 5 days per week. Children ages 2-4 half or
full days to meet your needs; K -3 full days only.
www.happydayslafayette.com | (925) 932-8088

Lamorinda Lacrosse Summer Day Camp
(Orinda)

Boys and Girls 6U-14U

Full gear is required. Please bring water and
sunscreen. Games, prizes and Lacrosse.
Dates: July 10-July 14, Time: 9 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Cost: $450
https://lamorindalacrosse.leagueapps.com/
camps/3809022-2023-summer-camp

Join us for adventures, cooking, crafts,
and playing games...jen espanol!

fE
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Dons welcome young athletes of all levels to join the fun this summer
and take their game to the next level. Our experienced Dons football
staff and players will help each athlete learn the fundamentals while

assisting them in developing their skills using proper techniques.
A great opportunity for any young athlete looking to improve their

HALF DAY CAMPS

Miramonte Girls Basketball Camp Moraga Day Camp Jr. game, have fun, make new friends, and raise their confldence
(Orinda) (Moraga)
Miramonte Girls Basketball Camp will take place at Join us for imaginative games, crafts, and
Miramonte High School and be run by Miramonte songs 9a.m.-1p.m.
Coaching staff, as well as current and past student Located at Hacienda de las Flores.
athletes. Grades 3 - 8 are welcome. Camp will focus
on Basketball Fundamentals as well as team building www.moragarec.com | (925) 888-7045

skills. Dates July 17 -21 and July 24 -28.
Please contact michaela99.thomas@gmail.com

Register at: acalanesdonsfootball.com
or Scan QR Code

$200.00 for the week
Open to boys and girls, grades 4*-8"

MVPC Vacation Bible School )
(Moraga) Thank you Advertisers!

Lamorinda Weekly.

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church is offering a week-
long camp June 5-9 from 9 a.m. to noon where kids
will explore how Jesus shined hope, love, forgiveness,
and joy to the world — and how all of us can do the
same with His power! Includes skits & music, crafts,

snacks, and rec. Register by May 15. -5“"“!“ EH“FE e
www.mvpctoday.org o a
Orinda Parks and Rec -SPRING CAMPS Ny ;
(Orinda)
| | -AGES K-8 HEEISTEH

Make new friends, learn new subjects, and have fun
in a safe, engaging environment. Orinda summer

campsv(/ill runfromJuneS—Aué.11,andtherewi|l Hn"nv BEH"ETT anﬂﬂﬂﬁll ﬂﬂh“’ T“unvl

be no camps on June 19 or July 3-4.

www.cityoforinda.org/188/Camp-Information - -

HOSTEDBY, _'_[ 0AC ': ' OF; “:'_ = 2 : MORE!INFOR MR TIONA

SAINTM i : SMCMEN t]

Randy Bennett Basketball Camps
(Moraga)

The Randy Bennett Day Camps held at Saint Mary’s
College in University Credit Union Pavilion are a great
way for boys and girls grades K-8th to receive top-
class instruction on every aspect of the game, led by
Coach Bennett and his staff. Morning, afternoon and
full day options available. Day Camps June and July.
www.smcmensbasketballcamps.com/

Tuolumne 'IEamin Camp 2023

«.continued on next page -
Weeklong, weekday, & weekend options

S

hnpr:--,r days

hether you are'a first-time camper ora seasoned member'o i
the Berkeley Camps Community, we have a place for you.
Bel-'keley Tuolumne Family Camp offers an accessible turnkey

B -
l:nllgar anllla" ‘5@’ BOUGHING IT - &Tdoor Summer Camp
|  Ages 4-16 | Lafayette Reservoir
EST. 1996 e 24 Bus Stops in Lamorinda, SF & East Bay

FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

INETRLCTOR: EEWVIM WACY, HEAD FZOTEALL COACH
A CANPOLIMAO HEH SCHZO0L

GRADES 5 — 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE
DATES: July 10-14 & July 17-21 TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.
FEES: $500 (T-shirt included)

DAY CAMP

Outdoor Adventures,

Fun, & Friends!
Roughingit.com

:-rig ﬁ f.ia "!tp-?f'_“'.l.f-i. ;j AL o

FOR REGISTRATION GO TO:
cougarcamps.com
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Roughing It Day Camp
(Lafayette)

Our all-outdoor camp at the Lafayette
Reservoir lets kids ages 4 - 16 enjoy

a variety of activities, explore nature,

be active outside, and have fun with
friends! Activities include boating, fishing,
canoeing, kayaking, swimming, sports,
crafts, outdoor skills, hiking, cooking,
nature and much more. Amazing outdoor
adventures & summer memories!!
www.roughingit.com | (925) 283-3795

HALF DAY CAMPS «~.continued

Sherman Swim School
(Lafayette)

Sherman Swim School is a family business
which has taught swimming to over 40,000
students and has produced numerous
diving champions since 1961.

Our springboard diving program runs year-
round offering lessons and team.

Diving information is available online
at shermanswim.com where you may
download a diving lesson request form.

Spanish Immersion Summer
Camps (Lafayette)

Learn or improve Spanish language skills at
Viva el Espanol through games, music, arts
and crafts, science projects and cooking.
During each weeklong camp students
learn vocabulary related to a specific kid-
friendly theme such as Adventures at the
Reservoir or Rainforest Expedition.

Full day and half-day, and before/after care
options available.

www.vivaelespanol.org | (925) 962-9177

Town Hall Theatre (summer)
(Lafayette)

Town Hall Education is holding Summer
Camps running June-August! Single or
multi-week camps are available, get up to
20% off with our summer sibling discount
or multi-class discount! Tuition assistance
is available. Join us for a summer on the
high seas with tales of adventure, theatre
intensives, and creative play!

www.townhalltheatre.com/summer-2023

Did we miss your favorite camp? On May 10 we will list all camps and classes. Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda and advertise with us.

Call (925) 377-0977 or email wendy@lamorindaweekly.com.

SHOP ORINDA

i =

|I-' . : - 7 W
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1 . = o

rinda’s Lowest Gas Prices
22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Mon-Sat5am-12am;
Sun6am-11 pm

Park Place ™%

WEALTH ADYWISORSS, IINC.
A Registered Investment Advisor
® Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
e Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766

Registered Princirals with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities

Comsign & Design.

Shop Orinda! -7”

At the NEW and LIKE NEW
Consignment Store Boutique

/A
CACvrrisons
Jewelers Since 1923

&

100 Years
Four Generations
Love you can see, since 1923

L2,
Celebrate our Centennial with us! -g‘ ;1%

3rd Thursday - Saturday,
every month of 2023

. _ !_l.ﬂ_!!
Find our plans at: e TP
MorrisonsJewelers.com
| [ or

Scan this QR code

2
- [ s
e ]
=
Wy .y Ty

T s

925-253-9227 « 35 Moraga Way, Orinda « MorrisonsJewelers.com * @MorrisonsJewelry

Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY

1 Camino Sobrante
(925) 254-2800

We’re right across the street from
Orinda Safeway!

Thin Crust &
Deep Dish Pizza

Delicious Pizza, Calzones, Salad
and Cold Drinks

Slices at Lunch (11am - 4pm)

We're Open Everyday: 11am - 9pm

Call for takeout
or
FREE Local Delivery ($20 minimum)

Stop by for your
next favorite

book

Serving Lamorinda since 1976

Books,

Gifts & Music

276 Village Square,
Orinda

K

S www.orindabooks.com
Open Mon. - Sat., 10:00 - 5:00

To advertise on Shop Orinda

call 925.377.0977

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured
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Cardamom: the secret spice that makes these cookies come alive

Photo Susie Iventosch

Daughter Courtney sneaks a Cardamom & Currant Oatmeal

Cookie.

By Susie Iventosch

I am a huge fan of oatmeal
cookies and these are my ab-
solute favorite! They are full

of currants, nuts, and yummy
spices — cinnamon, allspice,
and cardamom - the best
spice on the planet. Car-
damom is the secret ingredi-
ent that makes these cookies

come alive. If you’re not fa-
miliar with it, it’s a spice that
comes from the seed pods of
various plants in the ginger
family, but it tastes nothing at
all like ginger. It has a dis-
tinctly lovely scent and it adds
such a wonderful taste to
sweet and savory dishes
alike. It’s a bit pricey, but it
also lasts a long time and you
can use it in other baked
goodies and curry dishes, too.
It’s a key component to a lot

INGREDIENTS

2 cubes butter (1 cup or 8 0z.) at room temp

1 1/2 cups light brown sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla

2 large eggs

1 2/3 cups flour

1 teaspoon baking soda

1/2 teaspoon salt

3/4 teaspoon cardamom

3/4 teaspoon cinnamon

1/4 teaspoon allspice

of Swedish baked goods.
These oatmeal cookies
are soft and stay that way
even days after baking them.
It’s funny because I usually
like crispy, crunchy cookies,
but for me, oatmeal cookies
have to be soft. The trick to
keeping them soft is reconsti-
tuting the currants (or raisins
if you prefer them) in boiling
water before adding them to
the cookie dough. This keeps
the cookies soft for days and

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our

website:

www.lamorindaweekly.com If
you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please
contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

2 cups old fashioned oats (can use quick

oats, too)

1 cup currants (or raisins or a combination)
1/2 cup walnuts or pecans coarsely chopped (optional)

it keeps the currants or
raisins from drying out while
baking. You are gonna love
these gems!

We usually make the
cookies to order at our house,
meaning we refrigerate the
dough and bake a batch at a
time. If you like to bake the
entire batch at once, these
cookies freeze very well, but
if you have a flock of people
around, they won’t last long

anyway. Enjoy!

Preheat oven to 350 F. Prepare a cookie sheet with cooking spray or parchment paper.
Place currants (or raisins) in a small bowl and pour about 1 cup boiling water over them. Allow them
to sit and soak for about 15 minutes. This plumps them up and allows them to stay moist while
baking. After 15 minutes, wring out the excess water by squeezing them in cheesecloth or through a
strainer. Discard the liquid and set the currants aside.
In a large mixing bowl, beat butter and sugar together until fluffy with an electric mixer. Add vanilla
and eggs and beat until thoroughly blended.
Sift dries (flour, soda, salt, cinnamon, cardamom, allspice) and add to butter mixture. Mix well. Add

raisins, nuts, and oatmeal.

Drop by large spoonful or cookie scoop onto a greased baking sheet. Bake in a 350-degree oven for
10-12 minutes or until golden brown. Cool on a baking rack. Store in an airtight container.

Saint Mary’s Performing Arts presents musical theater mashup,

April 20-23

Submitted by
Benjamin Enos

The Saint Mary's College Per-
forming Arts Department and
Theatre Program proudly pre-
sent an original musical the-
ater mashup, “Willow and
Houston Throw the Grad Party
of the F*cking Century.”
Conceived, written, and
performed by members of the
class of 2023, “Willow and
Houston...” features original
material written by Julian Vil-
legas, combined with songs,

scenes, and monologues from
contemporary plays and musi-
cals. Seniors Skyelar Clouse
and Gabriella Thomas round
out the dramaturgy, playwrit-
ing and editing team, and all
three appear in the produc-
tion, which will run April 20-23
at SMC’s LeFevre Theatre.
Other senior Theatre ma-
jors collaborating on this cap-
stone project include Kenji
Costantini, who performs in
the production; Kendra Eisen-
mann, co-costume coordinator
and performer; Xavier Romero
who performs the title charac-

ter of Houston; Torren Valera,
sound designer; and Miranda
Vega, stage manager.

""Willow and Hous-
ton...” unfolded out of the stu-
dents’ inmost desires,” said the
faculty advisor for the project,
Associate Professor Deanna Zi-
bello. “After years of separa-
tion from one another and ex-
pectations turned upside
down, these seniors wanted
nothing more than to create
one cohesive project together —
and to make audiences forget
about their cares, and laugh.”

In this all-too-relatable

tale, twins Willow and Hous-

ton are throwing a graduation

party, and Willow needs it to

be perfect. But when old high

school enemies show up unin-

vited, nothing goes as planned.

Featuring songs from beloved

contemporary musicals

like “Spring Awaken-

ing” and “Jagged Little

Pill,” “Willow and Hous-

ton...” asks the question, how

can we cope with an uncertain

future in a time of change?
Finally, SMC students are

mentored and advised in their

work by a team of expert fac-

ulty and professional guest
artists, including Directing
Mentor Mike DiSalvo, and Mu-
sical Director Patrick Burns.
Tickets: $8 SMC students;
$12 SMC faculty and staff, non-
SMC students; $15 general.
Purchase tickets online
at www.stmarys-
ca.edu/willow-houston. For
ADA and other information,
contact Performing Arts Coor-
dinator and Events Manager
Tara Sundy at 925-631-4670
or tms8@stmarys-ca.edu

Bay Area Studio Artists’ exhibit opens at THT Gallery

Submitted by
Jenny Rosen

The city of Lafayette’s Public

3
B ]

Art Committee invites the pub-
lic to the exhibit “A Show of
Hands” by the Bay Area Studio
Artists (BASA). This exhibit of
acrylic and oil paintings high-

lights the wonder of hands as
explored by the eight members
of the BASA, a group of
painters who have been show-
ing their work together since

Photo provided

2010. They work in a wide-
ranging mix of subject matter
and styles. All of the artists are
present or past residents of
Lafayette and nearby commu-

nities. This eclectic exhibition
is on view through May 4 at
the Town Hall Theatre Gallery
(3535 School Street). BASA has
previously exhibited at the
Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center, the Art Gallery at
the Orinda Library, The Village
Theater Art Gallery in Danville,
The Marilyn Citron O’Rourke
Gallery at the Benicia Library,
the Aspen Surgery Center at
John Muir Hospital, Orinda
Books, Main Street Arts Gallery
in Martinez, the Napa City Li-
brary, and other wine country
venues. More information
about the Bay Area Studio
Artists can be found at
bayareastudioartists.com.

By Sophie Braccini

It was hard for any movie to
beat German film “All Quiet on
the Western Front” for the In-
ternational Film Oscar this
year, but contender “Close”
also deserves to be celebrated.
The movie from Belgium (in
French and Dutch) brings an
unusual touch of poetry and

Photo provided

finesse to a complex topic. The
rhythm, the beauty of the im-
agery, the remarkable acting
by everyone, makes this heart-
breaking film a definite must-
see. It will show in Orinda
from April 21 for at least one
week.

The story written and di-
rected by filmmaker Lukas
Dhont (his first film, “GirL,”
won Camera d'Or at the 2018

Cannes Film festival) is a very
personal story that paints the
friendship between two boys,
Léo and Rémi, as they transi-
tion between the innocence of
childhood and the difficult
years of middle school. Two
friends, united like two broth-
ers in a communion of spirit,
share their games, their joys,
their care-free time. But as
they enter middle school, the
eyes of others are quick to la-
bel their closeness and end
their innocence. One of them,
Léo, will react by joining the
hockey team and distancing
himself from his friend. The
catastrophe that will ensue will
change their lives forever.

In an interview for the
Hambourg Film Fest, Dhont
explained that he wanted to
paint a friendship between two
young boys that is very inti-
mate and full of love. "We are
used to seeing friendships be-
tween girls that are very deep
and passionate and we are not

used to seeing that in boys,"
said Dhont, who put a lot of
himself in both main charac-
ters of this movie. He ex-
plained that as a youngster he
did not identify with the group
of girls or of the boys, but that
he created a distance with the
boys who wanted to be close to
him because he did not want
the sexual label. His movie
pays homage to the friends he
lost. "Friendships define who
we are and an abrupt break-
age can stay with us for a long
time," he added.

“Close” paints the violent
reality of middle school pres-
sure to belong with subtlety
and elegance. It remains soft
in spite of the tough topic it
addresses. The closeness to
nature, the beautiful rhythm of
the seasons that is evoked
throughout creates the deep
and respectful mood that per-
meates throughout movie. It is
an impressionist movie with a
dark serious undertone.

Oscar-nominated international film opens at Orinda Theatre

Dhont also has a gift for
choosing and leading his actors
to inhabit his vision. Eden
Dambrine as Léo and Gustav
De Waele as Rémy were cho-
sen by Dhont, who asked of
them to really get to know each
other, so when it came time to
act, things were natural. By the
same token, once he chose the
two mothers — Léa Drucker
and Emilie Dequenne - he
asked them to do everyday life
activities with their “sons,”
such as baking a cake. The two
women are consumimate pro-
fessionals and Dequenne's
performance is especially su-
perb. Dambrine, a youngster
that Dhont met in a train, is so
true, vulnerable and strong,
deeply moving.

This beautiful coming-of-
age film is brought to Lamor-
inda by the local nonprofit In-
ternational Film Showcase and
will open at the Orinda The-
atre on April 21. Tickets at
https://www.orindamovies.com/
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Alice Marian Oliver (“Midge”)
Zischke

Longtime Orinda resident Midge Zischke died
at her Rossmoor home on March 13, after 90
wonderful years. She was predeceased by her
husband of 63 years, Peter Zischke. She is survived
by her son Michael, his wife Nadine Sponamore
and their daughters Julie and Jessica; son Kurt and
his wife Victoria (“Tori”) Adams Zischke and their
daughter Alexandra (“Scout”); daughter Marian
Baldauf and her husband Hans Baldauf and their
son Fritz and daughter Liesl; and daughter Karen
Zischke and her husband Bob Hackett and their
daughters Alice and Hannah and son William.

Midge spent most of her life in three different
Orinda homes, and was active in a wide variety of
community and educational organizations, starting with the Garden Club of Orinda and
the Sleepy Hollow Tennis Club, where she played tennis with friends for many years.
She served on the Orinda School Board in the late 1970s when it faced the property tax
reductions from Proposition 13, and later started the Educational Foundation of Orinda
to provide additional funding for Orinda schools. She also served on the boards of
the UC Berkeley Foundation and the Lawrence Hall of Science. When the California
Shakespeare Festival moved from Berkeley to Orinda, she became an active supporter
and started the Will’s Weeders group to help maintain the theater grounds. In 1986,
Midge was named Orinda Citizen of the Year.

A memorial service is being planned for June 25 at the California Shakespeare
Theater. For information please contact midgezischke@gmail.com. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests donations to the UC Berkeley Foundation (www.ucberkeleyfoundation.org),
the California Shakespeare Festival (www.calshakes.org), Orinda Network for Education
(formerly the Educational Foundation of Orinda, www.oneorinda.org), or the Alzheimer’s
Association of America (www.alz.org/norcal).

(7 lMl@Tﬁ’ﬂ@Vy

Julie Youngquist Fisher
-y

Julie Youngquist Fisher, 92, passed away peacefully
at home March 8, surrounded by family in The
Villages, Fla.

A graduate of William and Mary in 1953 with
a degree in psychology, she moved to New York for
work in her early 20s. She eventually met George
Fisher and married in 1955 at the “Little Church
around the Corner” in NYC.

George’s job led them to reside in Boston, Los
Angeles and eventually Moraga where they resided
for 50 years. Both George and Julie were involved in
the development of the town. Julie was instrumental
in bringing emergency services to Moraga with the

: Rescue One Foundation. She also served on the
Moraga Service League, the Betas, the Moraga Parks and Recreation Foundation and
the Moraga Movers. Both George and Julie were honored as Moraga’s Citizens of the
Year in 2006.

George and Julie moved to The Villages, Florida to be closer to their family in
2014. The nine years in Florida were a treasure with lots of family trips and many
celebrations.

Julie struggled with macular degeneration for over 20 years and never
complained about her loss of sight. She was and continues to be an incredible example
of a positive and optimistic outlook despite any challenge faced. Although she spent
many of her final years blind, it is our belief she is now able to see in full color.

Julie will be missed by many lifelong friends. She touched so many. She was
predeceased by son, John Fisher (March 2020), husband, George (June 2020), and
daughter, Holly (November 2020). She is survived by her daughter, Ann, sons-in-law,
Tim Wright and Jim Baumgartner, niece, Jane (Jeff) Chamberlain, grand-daughters,
Casey Fowler (Garrett), Kelly Wright and great-grandson, Isaac.
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High school Odyssey of the
Mind team sponsored by
Moraga Rotary advances to
World competition

Photo provided

From left: Sol Dente (Campo), Claire Damiano (Campo), Finley Reid
(Acalanes), Nina Damiano (Campo), Lily Thomas (Acalanes) and Valerie

Yarve (Campo). They are all juniors.

Submitted by Rich Render

The junior class team of Campolindo
and Acalanes students who compete in
Odyssey of the Mind under the Moraga
Rotary name, their sponsor, will ad-
vance from the NorCal State Tourna-
ment to World Championships at
Michigan State University to be held
May 24-27. The team coached by Kathi
Dente won first place and also came in
first in the Spontaneous portion of the
competition.

Odyssey of the Mind is a creative
problem-solving program for K-12 kids
that engages students in their learn-
ing, by encouraging them to think cre-
atively to solve one of five problems of
the year. Teams made up of 5-7 mem-
bers have to solve their selected prob-
lem (anything from building vehicles
to presenting their own interpretation
of literary classics) and present their
solution to the problem to judges in an
8-minute skit.

Since 2005, Moraga Rotary Club
has sponsored the international
Odyssey of the Mind team competi-
tions, held every year beginning in
September and completing in May at
the World Odyssey Championships at
Michigan State University. This year,

Moraga Rotary sponsored four teams
from grades 3 through 11, who com-
peted in February at the Bay Regional
Tournament, and the High School
team advanced to the NorCal State
Tournament in March. The teams
were supported by Student Leaders
Grace Franklin and Shiraz Usmani.

The Classics problem this year is
about “The Illiad” and the team had to
have a Trojan Horse, a wall, and a
character from “The Illiad.” The team
did a play on Greece by setting their
long-term problem in a “Greasy” Diner
and singing parodies from the musical
“Grease.” A Cheese Burger and Onion
Rings are trying to escape "the mouth"
that is trying to eat them by getting to
the vegetable drawer where the
mouth never eats. To get there they
have to disguise themselves as a
HORSE radish with the help of “A-TEA-
NA” (a play on Athena). There is also a
Greek chorus made up of singing
milkshakes.

Moraga Rotary is a community
service organization under Rotary In-
ternational that meets every Tuesday
at Noon at La Finestra Ristorante.
Guests and visitors are always
welcome.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cele-
brations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Communlty Service: we are pleased to make space available when-

ever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to sto-
rydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Our advertisers make our paper possible to print and
deliver free to your home. Please thank them and let
them know you saw their ad.

Your publishers, A
Andy and Wendy Scheck R

Local newspaper delivered to Laféyette, Moraga and Orinda

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Share your love

By Cynthia Brian

Many people are unaware that 85% of
consumer textiles end up in landfills, a
practice that is extremely harmful to
the environment. For the past 24 years,
the nonprofit Be the Star You Are has
been increasing literacy and saving
trees by collecting thousands of new
and used books and donating them to
disaster relief efforts around the coun-
try. With the Russian war against
Ukraine and the unprecedented nat-
ural disasters around the world, mil-
lions of people are currently experi-
encing difficult living conditions, and,
although books are always an enlight-
ening resource, this year Be the Star
You Are pivoted to share the love and
assist with a basic need: shoes.
According to the Environmental
Protection Agency, over 70% of the
global population needs shoes. In col-
laboration with Moraga’s 5 A Rent-a-
Space and Mark Hoogs State Farm In-
surance, Be the Star You Are volunteers
are launching a shoe drive to collect
and ship shoes to several countries in-
cluding Haiti, Pakistan, Ghana,
Ukraine, and more to help lift women
and families out of extreme poverty by

with shoes

providing a means
for them to create a
micro-business.
These micro-
entrepreneurs will
be able to sell
footwear at an inex-
pensive price from
their home, a street
stall, or even a tent
to enhance their in-
come and support
their families.

“We are excited to
launch this new
micro-enterprise
project. Everyone
has a few pairs of
wearable shoes that
no longer serve us.
What a wonderful
opportunity to give
them to those who
need them and will
repurpose them to
benefit themselves and their commu-
nities,” says Executive Director Cynthia
Brian. All clean, new, or gently used
shoes of all sizes, boots, and work boots
are wanted. No ski or snowboard boots,
rollerblades, or ice skates can be ac-
cepted. “If possible, please keep pairs
together by tying laces or putting a
rubber band around the shoes,” Brian
adds.

Be the Star You Are teen chairper-
son, Ella Kalpakjian is spearheading
the shoe collection at Campolindo High
School. Shoes may be dropped in the
designated Campo bin beginning on
April 17. If you will be attending the
April 29 Moraga Community Faire,
shoes may be delivered to the Be the
Star You Are booth.

Drop shoes at these two locations
(May 1- June 30): Mark Hoogs State
Farm Insurance (629 Moraga Road,
Moraga) (925) 254-3344,
www.TeamHoogs.com; and 5 A Rent-A-
Space (455 Moraga Rd. #F, Moraga) 925-
631-7000, https://5aspace.com/

If your business would like to host
a drop-off box, email
info@BetheStarYouAre.org

For more information, visit
www.bethestaryouare.org/shoedrive
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How to unintentionally sabotage your
children’s self-esteem, part one

By Margie Ryerson,
MFT

Typically, parents want only
the best for their children. In
order to do our part well, it’s a
good idea to evaluate our per-
formance as parents from
time to time. Parents who are
willing to take a personal in-
ventory of themselves and
their parenting are on the best
possible path for success. But
here are some ways we may
inadvertently set up road-
blocks for our children.

Don’t let anything be quite
good enough.

Praise your children in
some way but always offer a
disqualifier: i.e., “You played a
good game. You could have
tried harder in the last half
though.” Or, the stereotypical,
“That’s a good report card.
Next time see if you can raise
those B’s to A’s.”

Some parents I've worked
with say they hold back be-
cause they want to motivate
their children and avoid hav-
ing them be complacent or
settle for less than their best.
This approach is not likely to
be motivating. Children re-
spond best to encouragement
and positivity. You want them
to decide that they may want
to try for A’s instead of B’s and
not have this come from you.
And if they don’t decide this, it
doesn’t mean they won’t be
successful in life. Too often
parents project into the future
and become prematurely
worried and anxious. Yes, this
worry comes from a place of
love and caring, but you need
to ask yourself if it’s helpful
for your children and for your
relationship.

Critique your children:
their appearance, eating
habits, friends, music, fail-
ure to be organized or on
time or clean up their room.

Even an occasional mild
comment can cause hurt feel-
ings. Sara, age 26, still remem-
bers vividly when her mother
suggested they go to Weight
Watchers together when she
was 12. Her mother had al-
ready made not-so-subtle
comments about how Sara
should get more exercise and
try not to eat so many sweets.
Sara’s weight may have even-
tually become a highly sensi-
tive issue for her anyway, but
feeling unaccepted and judged
by her mother caused Sara to
feel even worse about herself.

It works best for parents
to have their children’s pedia-
trician be the one to discuss
weight with them, since it’s an
appropriate medical and

health concern. And some-
times a doctor will refer the
child and family to a nutri-
tionist or therapist if there
seems to be a potential prob-
lem. In this way, parents can
remain neutral and support-
ive. Sometimes medical pro-
fessionals give parents guide-
lines to follow. If a child is up-
set that parents are involved,
parents can then say that the
instructions came from the
doctor or other professionals
and that they are just trying to
follow their advice.

Of course, a harsh com-
ment (“You're lazy,” or “How
can you live in such a pigsty?”)
can cause anger as well as
hurt. None of us likes to be
criticized. And usually, criti-
cism results in anger instead
of change. Some parents com-
plain that their children don’t
open up and talk much to
them. One possibility is that a
child is resentful, and is taking
a form of control by not com-
municating, or in psychologi-
cal terms, withholding. Also, it
could be that a child doesn’t
want a dialogue that may pro-
duce more criticism.

To avoid being critical,
first ask nicely what you
would like from your child -
“Will you please remember to
put your laundry away after I
bring it to your room?” Then,
just in case, prepare for your
request to be ignored. Follow-
ing up, you might ask, “What
do you think will help you re-
member to put away your
laundry? I don’t want to have
to have to keep bugging you.”
See if you can get an agree-
ment. Of course, if anything
changes, be sure to throw in
some positive reinforcement —
“I really appreciate it” or “This
really helps.”

But if nothing changes, be
prepared with a consequence
so that you don’t have to keep
discussing the issue and show
frustration (even though, of
course, you are most likely
frustrated). As I've mentioned
in previous columns, reluc-
tantly imposed consequences
are the best way to go. For ex-
ample, for children who are
old enough: “I wanted to help
you, but it’s hard for me to
keep doing laundry that winds
up wrinkled on the floor. I
think from now on it would be
a good idea for you to be in
charge of doing your own
laundry so it doesn’t have to
be an issue for us.” For
younger children, you might
tell them that they’ll need to
wait to use their iPad or watch
TV or play outside until
they’ve done this chore. Then,
be sure to reinforce any posi-

tive behavior by letting them
know when they’re doing a
good job.

Let your children know
often how well you did when
you were a child or teen.

You may continually
mention to your children or
let them overhear you talking
about how you were first
chair in violin, or the lead in a
play, or a star athlete, or an
all-A student. You’re not trying
to brag; you merely want to
share memories with your
children and inspire them by
relating your early successes.
Instead, your revelations may
well set the stage for your
children to think they are dis-
appointing you by not living
up to your past performance
and possible current expecta-
tions.

One highly successful dad
in a family I see does a good
job of minimizing his accom-
plishments as he was growing
up, before he went to college.
As a matter of fact, he claims
there weren’t many accom-
plishments at all, as he down-
plays them in order to avoid
pressure for his children. He
claims that he didn’t become a
serious student until college.
He knows it’s hard for his
three sons, who are in middle
school and high school, to
think about trying to match a
successful career like his. By
pointing out how long it took
for him to succeed, he’s help-
ing them avoid comparing
themselves to him at this time
in their lives.

You don’t need to deny
your childhood successes, but
a little goes a long way. Try to
limit how much and how often
you share your past triumphs
while your children are still
trying to find their way.
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Margie Ryerson, MFT, is a local
marriage and family therapist.
Contact her at 925-376-9323 or
margierye@yahoo.com.

Her books, “Family Focus: A
Therapist’s Tips for Happier
Families,” “Treat Your Partner
Like a Dog: How to Breed a Bet-
ter Relationship,” and “Appetite
for Life: Stories of Recovery
from Anorexia, Bulimia and
Compulsive Overeating” are
available from Amazon.com,
BarnesandNoble.com and from
Orinda Books..
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35 years of experience in architectural design

www.kaplanarchitects.com

KAPLAN ARCHITECTS (510) 361-0223
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists <+ License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Proudly serving
the Lamorinda
community for over
26 years.

We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality

and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

Come visit our brand new State of the Art office.

1 Bates Blvd. Ste. 210, Orinda, 925.254.0824.

Bay Area

SAD Drainage, Inc.

INC.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

92503779209 .
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visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com
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‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

Lamorinda Arts Alliance An-
nounces the Exhibit “Wellness &
Wellbeing” at the John Muir
Health Auxiliary Gallery at John
Muir Health, Aspen Center, 133 La
Casa Via Suite 150, Walnut Creek,
Monday, April 10 through Thurs-
day, May 18. The show features 13
artists and 31 original artworks in
acrylics, oils, watercolors, etch-
ings, monoprint, mixed media and
photography. Monday through
Friday, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., for Satur-
day hours call (925) 937-8100.

Moraga Gallery invites the pub-
lic to a re-opening celebration.
Works by two-dozen painters,
print-makers, photographers, and
others grace the spanking, freshly-
painted walls of the Moraga Art
Gallery, at 432 Center Street in the
Rheem Shopping Center. To help
celebrate both its new look and
the current show, "Spring Exhibit
'23," the public is cordially invited
to a free reception on Saturday,
April 22 from 5 to 7 p.m. The cur-
rent show runs until June 4 and is
open Wednesday to Sunday from
noon to 5 p.m.. For more infor-
mation, visit www.moragaart-
gallery.com or call (925) 376-5407.

Valley Art Gallery announces
new exhibition, "Art Sparks,"
through May 13. Free, open to the
public, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday, 1661 Botelho
Drive, Suite 110, Walnut Creek,
www.valleyartgallery.org; (925)
935-4311

Art show at Orinda Books . April
features paintings and collages by
local artist Rebecca Lillard, who is
an accomplished abstract artist

with a bold vision. Visit the Artist
of the Month for a preview at
www.orindabooks.com. Orinda
Books is located at 276 Village
Square, Orinda, (925) 254-7606.

The Lamorinda Arts Alliance
presents a Spring Show at the Pa-
pillon Cafe in Lafayette’s Fiesta
Square, 67 Lafayette Circle. The
show will run until June 14 and
includes LAA artists who will pre-
sent a variety of mediums includ-
ing watercolor, oil, mixed media,
encaustic and digital photography.
The cafe is currently open
Monday-Friday 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Saturday and Sunday 6 a.m. to 5
pm.

Music

Barefoot Chamber Concerts
presents “Paris - San Francisco, a
Dialogue” on Friday, May 5, from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Saint Mary
Magdalen Church, 2005 Berryman
Street, Berkeley. Jerome Hantai,
Lynn Tetenbaum, and Lillian
Gordis play music for harpsichord
and two viols by Schenck, Bach,
Marais, Forqueray, and Ste.-
Colombe. Cost: $25. For more info
see http://barefootchambercon-
certs.com or call (510) 220-1195 or
email info@barefootchambercon-
certs.com.

Pianist Carlos Vargas performs
at St. Paul’s in Walnut Creek on
Saturday, April 22 at 7 p.m. In-
Person - 1924 Trinity Avenue,
Walnut Creek, online broadcast:
Visit stpaulswc.org/concert-series
to receive concert link. Donations
graciously accepted at the door
(avg. $20/$10 Students) and in our
online registration. All are wel-
come regardless of donation!

Berkeley Chamber Perfor-
mances presents Deborah
Pittman and Friends on Tuesday,
April 25, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m., at
Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant
Avenue, Berkeley. Berkeley Cham-
ber Performances is excited to
welcome Deborah Pittman and
Friends to our series for a multi-
media evening of African Ameri-
can composers. Cost: $35, free to
students through high school, and
$17.50 for Higher Ed students. For
more info see https://berkeley-
chamberperform.org/ or call (510)
525-5211 or email info@berkeley-
chamberperform.org.

Orinda Intermediate School
Bulldog Theater proudly presents
Shrek JR. on April 20-22! The mu-
sical, produced by Bay Area Chil-
dren's Theatre, includes 48 sixth-
to eighth-grade actors grouped
into two casts and 12 student tech
crew members. All six perfor-
mances (three per cast) will take
place in the Orinda Intermediate
School multi-purpose room at 80
Ivy Drive, Orinda. Tickets are $12
www.showtix4u.com/event-details/
71860.

Children's book reading at Orinda
Books. Bring in your little book-
worms (ages 2-6) and snuggle in
for a reading of popular children’s
picture books (classic and new) on
Thursday, April 27, at 11 a.m.
Orinda Books is located at 276 Vil-
lage Square, Orinda, 925-254-7606.
Visit www.orindabooks.com.

Other

The Junior League of Oakland-
East Bay (JLOEB) invites families
to Touch a Truck at Balestrieri
Family Farm, Briones. Touch a
Truck is a hands-on family event
that provides the opportunity for
kids to explore vehicles of all
types, including public service,
emergency, utility, construction,
landscaping, transportation, de-
livery, and just plain cool or
unique trucks — all in one place!
There will also be live music, wine
tasting, food trucks, crafts and a
raffle of exclusive goodies. For
more information visit
www.jloeb.org/

truck. Location: Balestrieri Family
Farm 6140 Alhambra Valley Road
Briones April 29 at 8:30 a.m. - 2:30
p-m. Low-sensory hour 1:30 p.m. -
2:30 p.m. $15 Kids, $20 Adults

Creating Peaceful Schools pre-
sents Contest Deadline for Contra
Costa Youth - Art & Writing Chal-
lenge 2023 on Contest deadline
April 21 at Mt. Diablo Peace and
Justice Center, 1035 Carol Lane,
Lafayette. Topic prompt, contest
rules and submission require-
ments on website. Cost: No
Charge. For more info see
https://creatingpeace-
fulschools.weebly.com/ or call
(925) 933-7850 or email
margli@ourpeacecenter.org.

Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice
Center is announcing the 25th Art
& Writing Challenge and Youth
Activist Awards for students of
Contra Costa County is now open
for submissions. Local youth are
encouraged to address issues of
peace and social justice through
fine art (includes visual art, sculp-
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Lamorinda’s Religious Services

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
In-Person & Virtual service Sun. at 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us

Lafayette-Orinda
Presbyterian Church

You are invited to join us!

AWELCOMING #+ LOVING

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
mat | EARNS, GROWS, AND SERVES

TOGETHER.

A9 Knox Dirmie & Latapette, CA

LOPC.ORG

mvpce
JOIN US

SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM
OR ONLINE AT MVPCTODAY.ORG

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Sunday 10am in person worship
We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.

Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms everyone
on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

St Stephen’s

Wﬂl'il‘lipll‘lg‘, Learn ing, E:.l;:l".-'il-u_gh
wiwrwststephens orinda.org

Episcopal Church

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

ture, photography, video, and mu-
sic) or writing (creative writing or
essay). We are open to nearly all
mediums, and are now expanding
our categories to include original
music into the “Arts” category!
Topic/Prompt for 2023: "Young
People Making a Difference.”
Contest website: www.creating-
peacefulschools.weebly.com sub-
mission deadline: April 21.

Moraga Community Faire & Car
Show Saturday, April 29, 11 a.m.-4
p-m. Annual family-friendly event
put on by the Moraga Chamber of
Commerce, showcasing live music
and performances; a beautiful car
show; robust Kid’s Zone with
games, animal interactions and
BIG wheels; an Artist’s Alley; Food,
Wine and Beer and many inter-
esting booths to tour! Rheem
Shopping Center, 580 Moraga Rd,
Moraga. CommFaire@gmail.com
www.moragachamber.org/
communityfaire/

Lafayette Earth Day Festival is
coming to Lafayette Plaza Park on
Sunday, April 23, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.,,
with fun and inspiration for all
ages. There will be a live band -
the Jim Ocean Band, arts, activities
and games, a petting zoo and free
bike tune-ups. Wide variety of ed-
ucational booths and local envi-
ronmental organizations will give
us tools to live sustainably. Free
community event. Learn more at
sustainablelafayette.org.

Orinda Garden Club Plant Sale
Saturday, April 15,9 a.m. - 1 p.m,,
Orinda Library Plaza. We will
have Perennials, Pollinators, Suc-
culents, Drought Resistant, Veg-
etable Plants (including over 20
varieties of tomatoes) and more.
The club also plans to provide in-
formational tables on various
horticultural topics. And lastly,
there will be a Garden Market-
place with fun, garden-related
products. Sale will be located
throughout the outdoor plaza at
the Orinda Library, located at 26
Orinda Way, Orinda. Open to the
public. For more information, see
www.orindagc.org/plantsale-
public.html or email
communcations@orindagc.org.

Bringing Back the Natives Gar-
den Tour. Online tour: April 15
and 16, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., free,
though donations are requested.
Doug Tallamy is kicking off this
online event! His inspiring talk
“Restoring the little things that run
the world: Why is matters, and
what you can do” will be followed
by, among others, tours of seven
Pprivate native plant gardens, in-
cluding a tour of my own native
plant garden and green home, a
presentation on a pollinator path-
way that was created in a Berke-
ley neighborhood, a talk on gar-
dening for monarch butterflies
(hint: this goes beyond just plant-
ing milkweed) and many more.
In-person Garden and Green
Home Tour— May 6 and 7, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. 55 beautiful Alameda
and Contra Costa native plant gar-
dens—20 of them with green
home features—will be open on
this self-drive event; choose the
gardens and homes youw’d like to
see, and go at your own pace.
Registration required:
www.bringingbackthenatives.net/
2023-tour-registration

Montelindo Garden Club April
21 to hear “All About Olive Oil: A
Tasting” with Amphora Nueva
Olive Oil. See www.montelindog-
arden.com/meetings for informa-
tion. Lafayette Library Commu-
nity Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd,
Lafayette. 9 a.m. registration.
Free.

Lafayette Garden Club monthly
meeting begins on April 13 at 9:30
a.m. for social time and munchies
before the meeting begins at 10
a.m. It is held at the Veteran’s
Hall, 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette. We are lucky to have
the design skills of two longtime
members, Laurelle Thom and Jean
David, giving a talk and floral
demonstration called “A Home
Full of Flowers.” They have done
many programs and workshops
for local garden clubs over the
years and designed exquisite bou-
quets for Bouquets to Art at the
DeYoung for many years. The
meeting is free to attend. We wel-
come new members and if you
would like to attend or consider
joining, please contact
LGCMembership
Committee@gmail.com
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Cammon named Saint Mary’s women’s head basketball coach

Jeff Cammon
By Jon Kingdon

After the Saint Mary’s
women’s basketball team fin-
ished the season with an in-
terim coach and a final record
of 13-18, Athletic Director
Mike Matoso wasted little
time in hiring Jeff Cammon to
be the Gaels’ new head coach.
Cammon was a three-year
starting point guard at Alcorn
State University where he
graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in political science in
2003 and a master’s degree in
physical education in 2005.
Cammon comes to Saint

Photo Jon Kingdon

Mary’s from Long Beach State,
where for the last six years he
has been the women’s head
coach, having led the 2021-22
(19-9) and the 2022-23 teams
(23-9) to the Women’s Na-
tional Invitational Tourna-
ment and was named the Big
West Coach of the Year this
past season.

Matoso used a search firm
and reached out to Cammon
and it was Saint Mary’s and
Matoso himself that won him
over. “It’s such a great com-
munity here and the acade-
mics are second to none,”
Cammon said. “Mike Matoso

wants to win. He’s very cre-
ative and forward thinking
and he’s put in the work in
creating a high-level athletic
department. The facilities and
resources for all of the pro-
grams are not happening at a
lot of schools similar to Saint
Mary’s. Mike and his staff are
willing to do what it takes to
compete at a high level. He
painted the vision and the po-
tential that he saw here, and
my wife and I saw it as well.
The men’s team under Randy
Bennett has competed at a
high level and I really believe
that the women’s program
can create that type of envi-
ronment and culture.”

"We are thrilled to an-
nounce Jeff Cammon as our
new head women's basketball
coach. His resume speaks for
itself with the success that
he's had here in California
and everywhere he's been at
the NCAA level," said Matoso.
"We welcome him into the
Gael family and are excited
for the future of the program
under his leadership.”

Cammon sees himself as a
teacher in his role as a coach,
something which was imbued
in him from his parents and
siblings. “I come from a fam-
ily of educators and when
you’re around it all the time,
it’s in you,” Cammon said.
“Both of my parents are
teachers, I have a sister who’s
a principal, another sister
who’s an English teacher and
one who is in childcare. My
older brother was a high
school basketball coach, and
my younger brother is a
trainer. It's all about servitude
and giving back. Obviously,
it’s my passion for basketball
and sports in general, but it’s
also a great way to serve, to be
able to impact lives through

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Page: C1

Submit sports stories and story ideas to
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

something that you love.”
Cammon was not quick to
forget his time and the people
at Long Beach State and the
first thing he did after accept-
ing the offer to come to Saint
Mary’s was to contact the
people he had worked so

closely with the past six years.

“I spoke with the administra-
tion, my team and staff, the
boosters and donors and
those conversations were
very tough,” Cammon said. “I
love Long Beach State and I
let them know that I'd be tak-
ing on a new challenge and
opening up a new page in this
journey of life.”

As for his arrival at Saint
Mary’s, Cammon is hitting the
ground running. “The first
thing I did was talk to the
team and get to know them a
little bit,” Cammmon said. “We
have amazing young ladies in
the locker room but there’s
work to do as far as creating
and building the team. We
have to put the pieces to-
gether and figure out how we
can go into next year and be
ready to compete at a high
level.”

There’s also the matter of
recruiting and putting a staff
together. “I want to make sure
we're bringing in players that
are the right fit,” Cammon
said. “Right now, we just want
to evaluate and assess, and
we'll figure out what we need
to field a top team this year. I
may keep some of the current
staff and I may bring in assis-
tants from my staff at Long
Beach. I just want to make
sure that we're doing our due
diligence. I have some great
people in mind and we're go-
ing to put a great staff
together.”

Like Paul Thomas before
him, Cammon will not be

overlooking Australia as fer-
tile ground for basketball tal-
ent: “When I started at Long
Beach State, I did not have ties
in Australia so I just got my-
self a ticket and went over
there to see the Under 20’s
and Under 18 teams and I was
able to meet some amazing
people. I had two Australians
on the Long Beach roster last
year and had already signed
two more for next year’s
class. Saint Mary’s has a
brand over there. Coach Ben-
nett has done a great job
bringing in some great talent
from Australia and I look for-
ward to continuing recruiting
over there and showing them
that it’s a great benefit for
them to be here.”

Cammon describes him-
self as a hard hat, blue collar
type of coach which can be
seen in how his teams played
at Long Beach State: “I'm a
defensive minded coach. My
teams at Long Beach have
been really good defensively,
particularly the last three
years (57.4, 57.3, 59.5 points
allowed). I love basketball and
Ilove learning. So, my job is
to take all that knowledge and
put our players in the right
positions. The teams I've
coached are gritty, play hard
and are not going to be out-
worked. The last three years,
we used matchups, multiple
zones and presses that kept
our opponents off balance.
We want to dictate the game
and that's how we've played
since I've been a head coach.”

As a team, Long Beach
ranked in the Top 10 nation-
ally in steals per game (11.5)
and turnover margin (6.1),
long an Achilles heel for Saint
Mary’s.

... continued on Page C2

RUGBY NATION

QUARTERFINAL PLAYOFF MATCH
SAINT MARY'S STADIUM

04.15.2023

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR GAME TIME AND TICKET PRICES
gaelrugby.com
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Lamorinda softball

Haley Stripling batting
By Jon Kingdon

As the softball teams are be-
ginning their league games, it
has been a hit or miss proposi-
tion in being able to play their
games prior to spring break.
Acalanes has been able to play
eight games, Miramonte nine
games and Campolindo has
only been able to play four
games due to rainouts and un-
playable fields with the hope
that these games can be
rescheduled.
Acalanes

Head coach Victor Silva
has seen some big wins and
tough losses for the 4-4
Acalanes team with only one
bad loss to Benicia. “Every
game we’ve been in has been a
real nail biter,” Silva said. “Our
big issue is that we have been
making too many errors and
that is just so frustrating.”

Even more frustrating for
Silva was a 10-inning loss to
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Las Lomas. “I'm really happy
with my team though you’re
only really as happy as your
last game,” Silva said. “After
our 10-inning loss to Las Lo-
mas, their coach called me and
said that might have been the
most exciting game he’d ever
been involved in and I was re-
ally happy to hear that, but it
was a tough loss,” Silva said.
After winning their first
three games, the Dons suffered
a big loss when first baseman
Tess Gundacker, who bats
fourth, suffered a knee injury.
“We got off to a very good start
and then we lost Tess and
hopefully she’ll be back in a
few weeks,” Silva said. “When
she was healthy, she was very
clutch for us. After she got
hurt, everything went down-
hill. We just have to be patient
as she goes through rehab.”
The pitching staff is led by
freshman Maya Shoenhair
(2.74 ERA) and junior Lana
Cerejo (4.2 ERA) along with ju-
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nior Nicole Parlett (3.5 ERA),
who has also seen time on the
mound. “Maya has been fan-
tastic which you don’t expect
from a freshman,” Silva said.
“She has great control and is
starting to mix up her pitches
because the batters are always
looking for strikes and she is
still a freshman going against
seniors. Lana is a good com-
plement to Maya and I’'ve been
switching them after they go
through the order twice so the
hitters don’t get a feel for each
pitcher and this strategy has
been working well.”

The leading batters for
Acalanes have been Emme
Young (.600), Haley Stripling
(.591), Esa Orman (.407), and
Shoenhair (who also plays first
base .350). “Haley (who will be
playing for Rutgers next year)
has been the rock of the team
at bat and in the field at short-
stop,” Silva said. “Esa has been
very solid behind the plate and
Emme catches everything lin-
ing up in centerfield. (Seniors)
Emi Cronin and Sophia Al-
varado have done fine defen-
sively and freshman Lauren
Foster has done well in the
outfield and at second base.”

Silva is very pleased with
the attitude of the team: “After
the 10th inning loss to Las Lo-
mas and then a tough loss to
Pinole Valley, the top team in
our league, I asked the girls if
they wanted to practice on Sat-
urday and they all said yes.
We’re going to get better in
that we have such a young
team.”

Miramonte

For first year head coach
0.C. Schott, it’s been a matter
of building from the bottom up
through their nine games. “We
have a very hard-working
group that is striving for excel-
lence,” Schott said. “That's
been our motto. We believe
that we can do great things
and it's measured in various
ways. It's not always with wins,
but it's with looking to con-
tinue to improve throughout.”
The team has a good mixture
of experience and youth with
eight seniors, two juniors,
three sophomores and two
freshmen and is led by four
captains, seniors Sarah
Michels, Izzy Roy, Maya Paykel
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and junior Antonia Lawrence.

“Sarah has been our top
hitter and has been great at
shortstop, along with taking up
pitching, though she had never
pitched before,” Schott said.
“Antonia has done a great job
at first base. Aubrie Jalowiec
has made a lot of plays for us
at shortstop in her first year of
playing softball. Pateel Horou-
pian has stepped in as our
catcher because we need to use
Izzy at first and second base.
Julia Quinn-Ferguson has also
done well in centerfield.”

The Matadors’ defense has
been playing more consistently
with each game: “I've seen the
improvement on the defensive
side,” Schott said. “We're get-
ting more outs in the games,
rather than the step offs and
we've been able to have games
where we're recording true
outs in every inning and that’s
been the bhiggest thing. We've
been able to play full games
and that's been the biggest
thing.”

For Schott, this is just the
first step in the growth of the
team’s program: “We have 14
players on the team this year
so our first goal is to grow the
varsity first, and then over a
course of a few years, maybe
get a JV team. To help grow the
numbers, we want to create an
environment where the play-
ers want to come out for the
team. This group is at the be-
ginning of that, because their
approach has been to play for
each other, play for the team,
and represent the school, and
no matter the score, they just
keep playing.”

Campolindo

Due to the weather, the
Cougars have been particularly
limited in the number of
games they’ve been able to
play. “We only played four
games so far and in one of
those games, our main pitcher
Lyla Marcus was out sick,”
Head coach Saul Tallarico said.
“We have a great attitude on
the team. We’re primarily a
young team (12 sophomores, 4
freshman) and a group of se-
niors with good leadership
qualities so we’re hoping to
come back after spring break
to get some sun and hit the
ground running.”
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teams overcome rainouts and unplayable fields

The rain has also limited
the team’s early season prepa-
ration. “Due to the weather,
we’ve had to practice in the
small gym for the first time in
four years,” Tallarico said.
“There are only so many drills
you can do inside for a softball
team.”

The leading batters are
Keilly Kilpatrick (.600), senior
Lyla Marcus (.571), freshman
Cassidy Mintz (.444), senior
Ashlyn Chin (.400) and sopho-
more Clara Hwang (.333). Kil-
patrick, Marcus, Chin and se-
nior Molly Strohmeyer are the
team’s co-captains.

“The top of our order has
been the strength of the of-
fense,” Tallarico said. “Keilly is
a strong leader and has started
the season well at the plate.
Clara is one of our most con-
sistent hitters who lines up at
first in the outfield and can
also pitch. Lyla has been a
force on the mound and as a
batter. Cassidy has a strong bat
and plays third base and in the
outfield. Ashlyn has taken over
at shortstop and has done a
nice job in the field and at bat.
Strohmeyer has been a defen-
sive force in centerfield and
freshman Peyton Tallarico has
fielded well in right field.
Sophomore Lucy Wilson has
done a great job behind the
plate.”

Junior first baseman Kylie
Dowdall has been out with an
ankle injury. “We miss her bat
and her play at first base,” Tal-
larico said. “We’re hoping to
have her back in time for
league play.”

With the return of Dowdall
and Kilpatrick, Tallarico is
confident that having a consis-
tent lineup will be a key to the
team’s success as league play
begins: “Just to be able to get a
consistent lineup will help to
bolster us. Our attitude is
strong, and their spirits are
high. Our players see all the
games coming up on the
schedule, especially our league
games and they are looking
forward to competing, espe-
cially against our rival schools
and getting in to the win
column.”

Cammon named Saint Mary’s women’s head basketball coach

... continued from Page C1

“We just put a lot of time into it
and put the players in situa-
tions where we make it harder
for them in every practice so
when they’re put in those situ-
ations in a game, they will be
composed,” Cammon said. “We
have to have guards who are
tough enough to handle the

pressure and skilled enough to
make the right plays on the of-
fensive end of the floor.”

On offense, it’s a matter of
adjusting to the type of per-
sonnel on the roster. “‘We want
to share the basketball and
play together,” Cammon said.
“We want to get up and down
the floor playing fast but under
control. ’'m more of a motion

coach but I'm flexible and
when I’'ve had some teams
where I couldn't run motion,
we ran more sets to be able to
take care of the basketball and
put our players in position to
be successful. I've been fortu-
nate enough, on the men's and
women’s teams where I've
been an assistant coach, to
have been mentored by some

great coaches so it's not neces-
sarily hard for my teams to
adjust if we have to.”

What is Cammon looking
for from the Saint Mary’s play-
ers? “It’s important that they
be coachable. It can be tough
when you being told to run
harder and be held account-
able but it makes you better.
There’s no secret formula. The

players have to want to put in
the work. We're going to create
that here and hopefully we can
do that sooner than later. I
have much respect for all the
coaches that have come
through here and I'm just
privileged and blessed to be
able to come in and take on
where they left off.”

Submit sports stories and story ideas to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Local male small business own-
house/condo. Prefer very quiet

environment. Please email
sparker07@comcast.net

Drainage Systems

i
ol

Ken'’s Rototilling &

Drainage Systems
Landscaping

« French Drains Installed

« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations

Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

r

- \ Senior IT Platform Engineer - AXA IM (Orinda, CA) Lead monitng,
erwould like to rentaroomina  mntng imprvng, & upgrdng: Actv Dirctry/DNS/DHCP enviro; Cirix
enviro; Windows Srvr (2012-2019); Windows Updt; VMWare enviro
Rgmts: Bach dgr or for equiv in Mngmt of Info Systems, Comp Sci or
rltd fld & 10 yrs exp as Cnsltnt, Pltfrm/Systms Engnr or rltd pstn invivng
IT infrstrctr dvlpmt & supprt for global ivstmnt mngmt. Please see job
posting for full requirements Drct applcnts only. Salary is $159,000.
Send resume to us.careers@axa-im.com EOE M/F/D/V

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

Custom Quality Fencing

I REN'S

3 !: f REDWOOD FENCING
F

~ L |925-938.9836

* Good Neighbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

* Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Help Wanted Irrigation Repair

Quetzal Handyman &
Housecleaning Services

NO JOBTOO SMALL

| Electrical, plumbing, concrete,
driveways & more...
Housecleaning Service
Please call Carlos Toledo

510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

$21 per 1/2" classified ad
height.

Email to:
classified@lamorinda
weekly.com

IRRIGATION REPAIR
YARD CLEAN UP
925-787-5743

WE HOP TO IT!
(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.
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Sudden Oak Death .. read on Page D4

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
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The spirit of spring

Forget-me-nots self-seeded amidst the fluorescent pink cyclamen in
the foreground.

By Cynthia Brian

“On the first warm day of Spring, I dig my fingers deep into the soft earth. I
can feel its energy, and my spirit’s soar.” ~ Helen Hayes

Do you feel the energy? Did you wake up one morning to witness most
of the leaves on your deciduous trees unfurled? After our long, cold, rainy
winter, the warmer weather you experience is a salve for your soul. Does
your spirit soar when you say: “Today is the day I will be digging in my
garden?”

As cliché as it is, spring is the season of rebirth, renewal, and regener-
ation. Nowhere is this more evident than in the growth we experience in
our gardens. The days will continue to get longer until the summer
equinox, the air is refreshing, flowers and trees are in constant bloom,
and we have a spring in our step. We feel younger and more alive.
William Shakespeare in his wisdom wrote, “April hath put a spirit of youth
in everything.” William, you are so correct!

Spring is a magical time of year when we can finally get back into our
gardens, plunge our fingers into the soil, and instead of planning, we be-
gin planting! How therapeutic it is to scatter seeds, inhale the fresh air

The happy faces of orange and cream daffodils.

Photos Cynthia Brian

scented by the flowers, and be immersed in nature. As we stroll through
our landscapes, we see what needs to be done and we also learn new
things. Plants that have self-seeded are magically popping up in unex-
pected places. The sky-blue forget-me-nots remind me to remember and
record what has happened and what will be happening in each plot.

Observe and interact with your plants. The emotional and mental
benefits you will receive by immersing yourself in the wonders of nature
will reduce stress, anxiety, depression, and improve your overall mental
health. As you wander in your yard, plaster your face with a big smile.
Lose track of time as you engage with the nurturing of seedlings in this
new reborn growing season.

Feel the satisfaction of watching your tulip bulbs grow into gorgeous,
cupped flowers, the pride in picking a bouquet of peonies to display, and
the joy in knowing that by summer, you will be harvesting nutritious veg-
etables cultivated by you. If there are children or grandchildren in your
vicinity, provide them with seeds to sow their favorite vegetables or fruits.
They will be amazed at the course of nature, and how something so tiny as
a seed can mature into something edible and delectable.

... continued on Page D8



TWO SPECTACULAR ESTATE LOTS IN HAPPY VALLEY GLEN

A wonderful location that is walkable down to Glen Road and then to
Lafayette’s thriving downtown district featuring fabulous restaurants,
boutique stores and recreation areas; minutes to Bart and Hwy 24.
Access to the popular Lafayette Ridge Trail, 6.6 miles long, in
Briones Regional Park, featuring approximately 6,255 acres
dedicated for hiking, biking, and horseback riding.

Build Your Dream Home on this One-Of-A Kind 15.52 acre estate lot
and enjoy breathtaking views of tree studded rolling hills, Happy
Valley and the Lafayette reservoir. Included with the lot purchase are
approved plans for an approx. 10,000 sq. ft. estate home, including an
outdoor loggia and pool. 1240 Monticello Road | $2,985,000

A private, gated entry with picturesque drive to this 7.64 acre estate
lot provides privacy and serenity. There are approved plans for a
7,243 square foot estate with 5 bedrooms, 5.5 baths, office, exercise
room, 4 car garage, and pool. 0 Monticello Road | $2,398,000

Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle

925.254.1212

TheBeaubelleGroup.com

CABRE# 00678426, 01165322
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 6 $925,000 $4,895,000
MORAGA 4 $568,000 $1,610,000
ORINDA 3 $1,550,000 $3,000,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

4 Crest Road, $1,900,000, 3 Bdrms, 2143 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 02-23-23

3376 Las Huertas Road, $2,270,000, 3 Bdrms, 1800 SqFt,
1952 YrBlt, 02-24-23, Previous Sale: $1,800,000, 01-14-22

3188 Lucas Circle, $925,000, 3 Bdrms, 1198 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 02-22-23

1268 Redwood Lane, $4,895,000, 5 Bdrms, 5034 SqFt, 2012 YrBIt, 02-27-23,
Previous Sale: $4,000,000, 10-05-20

3153 Sun Ridge Court, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1363 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 02-22-23

1104 Via Media, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 3109 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 03-03-23,
Previous Sale: $305,000, 05-01-87

MORAGA

815 Augusta Drive, $1,585,000, 2 Bdrms, 2792 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 02-21-23,
Previous Sale: $824,000, 06-17-14

1410 De La Cruz Way, $1,610,000, 3 Bdrms, 1908 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 03-02-23

651 Moraga Road #20, $568,000, 2 Bdrms, 1144 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 02-21-23,
Previous Sale: $385,000, 07-21-08

206 Paseo Bernal, $1,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 2117 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 02-27-23,
Previous Sale: $530,000, 02-07-12

ORINDA

64 Charles Hill Road, $1,625,000, 3 Bdrms, 1960 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 02-27-23,
Previous Sale: $56,500, 01-01-87

59 Donna Maria Way, $3,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 1474 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 03-03-23,
Previous Sale: $1,305,000, 08-08-19

254 Manzanita Drive, $1,550,000, 3 Bdrms, 1641 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 03-01-23,
Previous Sale: $915,000, 04-09-04
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1056 Sanders Drive, Moraga

Classic. Timeless. Treasure.
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,067 Sq Ft | .23 Acre

Work with us!

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives

$40M+ 75

Lamorinda
Realtors*

*2022 MLS Sales Volume Data

925.788.8345
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | DRE 01367466
Follow us @brydonives
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Sudden Oak Death Blitz
planned for May 12-14

By William Hudson

This year’s rain is welcome salvation for our parched
oaks, but also revives a lethal wet-weather enemy, Sudden
Oak Death (“SOD”). SOD spreads to oaks from infected
leaves of our Bay Laurel trees (counterintuitively, the oaks
are not infectious and the Bay trees themselves do not get
SOD), and spring rains in the past allowed it to claim in-
creasing numbers of oaks in larger areas of California.
One consequence of the drought, however, is fewer infec-
tious leaves on the Bays, substantially reducing and in .
some places perhaps even eliminating the risk to the oaks. |
According to UC Berkeley, this year offers a unique oppor-
tunity to learn much more about SOD, and to minimize its
re-emergence.

SOD is an invasive, non-native disease, that harmlessly |
infects the leaves of many plant species, but in our iconic
and invaluable California Live Oaks, obstructs the circula-
tion of nutrients in the trunk and typically kills them.

... continued on Page D9 ¢
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charmer in the heart of Orinda
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75 Barbara Road - Open Sat and Sun 1-4

This beautifully updated & stunning 3 bedroom, 3 bath + Office and Gym on .22 acres in the heart of Orinda has it all! The open floor plan features
a sleek, modern and completely updated kitchen with quartz counter tops, custom marble slab backsplash and top of the line appliances. The kitchen 3 1
opens to a sizable family room with vaulted ceilings, built-in cabinets, gas fireplace enclosed in a custom stacked quartz facade & sliding doors to the

generous deck offering fabulous indoor/outdoor flow & expansive views of the Orinda hills. All three bedrooms are on the same street level including ﬂﬁd ﬂafjl y‘lm
the primary ensuite with custom walk-in closet and slider that leads to a deck with beautiful wooded views. All three bathrooms have been tastefully

redone with new tile, vanities and lighting. Enjoy wide plank distressed oak hardwood floors throughout the home, great deck areas for entertaining, +2 ‘l 2 9 ‘l ‘l 000/0
a terraced side yard with level turf, professional landscaping and stone work. An additional third level provides a private office and a separate Gym/ —C

bonus room. This fabulously updated home in this terrific central Orinda location near shops, restaurants, Hwy 24, BART and K-12 top rated Orinda S q Oﬂﬂice ama; z'nq /
Schools, makes 75 Barbara Road a wonderful place to call home! Welcome Home! ﬂ :

Call for pricing | Visit 75BarbaraRid.com

Amy Rose Smith .
Partner/ Village Associates FINDING THE ﬂlqllt FIT

925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com . . .

www.amyrosesmith.com

CalDRE: #01855959 i AMYROSESMITH

925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES
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Individually Talented, Collaborating for Your Benefit i
.lf #1 ':'-al Amy Rose Smith | amy@amyrosesmith.com | 925-212-3897
- =l
H" ScLE oFFcy ‘H Shannon Conner | Shannon@shannonconner.com | 925-980-3829
"",:!' ..»t!:f Clark Thompson | ct@clarkthompson.com | 925-254-8585
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Molly Smith | molly@mollyslist.com | 415-309-1085

DRE# 01498053 | DRE# 00903367 | DRE# 01885058 | DRE# 01855959



335 El Toyonal Orlrr

_,o’
5 Bedrooms #=Office | 4. S‘Bofhroom'é"f Zoie o
3511 Squore Feet | .5 Acre
= Wine Cellar | Finished Basement _
Pool/Spa | Outdoor K|Tghen‘- B

Listed By: OPEN HOUSE
Shannon Conner, Molly Smith & Amy Rose Smith SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
For More Information Contact Shannon Conner

925-980.3829 | Shannon@shannonconner.com 35ElToyonal.com

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It’s Village. Of Course. \/| HagG

All information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed. @ ASSOCIATES
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

The spirit of spring

5

Pink cluster blooms hang on black currant. Shades of cobalt blue displayed on hyacinth

and periwinkle.

... continued from Page D1

Watch birds building nests. Listen to the frogs croaking their
mating calls as they emerge from slumber. Feel the velvety soft-
ness of lamb’s ear and stick your nose into a fragrant hyacinth
blossom. Spirits will be lifted in countless ways and you will be
rejuvenated and revitalized.

Is there any better way to welcome spring than by getting
your hands dirty and reconnecting with Mother Earth?

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy Springtime!

Photos Cynthia Brian

e N

Unique green-maroon hellebore, a harbinger of the spring garden.
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Sudden Oak Death Blitz planned for May 12-14

... continued from Page D4

Using the Bay leaves as a vector, it is highly
infectious, and has spread from the Bay Area
south to just north of San Luis Obispo and
north into Oregon, killing millions of oaks.
Its “Sudden” name reflects the fact that in-
fected trees exhibit few symptoms until all of
their leaves turn brown in a matter of days
indicating they have died.

Professor Matteo Garbelotto’s lab at UC
Berkeley has been studying SOD and ways to
combat it since its arrival in California. A
key part of these efforts is the lab’s annual
spring SOD Blitz—signifying intense effort in
a short period of time—a citizen science sur-
vey of Bay leaves with characteristics that
are produced by SOD, but also other causes.
To determine the actual presence of SOD, the
leaves are analyzed over the summer, and in
the fall the location and actual infected sta-
tus of each sample is displayed on a Google
Earth map viewable at www.sodblitz.org.
There is no cure for infected trees, so the
Blitz information is critical to determining
the areas most at risk in which to focus ef-
forts to prevent infections; the fall is the best
time for the measures to protect the oaks
against infection in the following spring.

Last year, following years of drought,
SOD was at its lowest level since the Blitz be-
gan, and absent or at least undetectable in
several previously infected areas in the state.
Data suggests the possibility that this year’s
wet weather may result in many less infected
oaks than expected based on the historical
data, and the Blitz this year will have eagerly
awaited answers.

Infection rates have fallen from their
most recent highs in 2017 to the lowest level
on record last year, from 7.4% to 4.4% in lo-
cations west of the East Bay hills, and precip-
itously from 15.7% to 1.3% in areas on the
other side, such as Orinda and Moraga. This
year’s Blitz data will help minimize increases
from these low levels, particularly in Lamor-
inda, by revealing re-emergent areas where
efforts should be focused in the fall to block
SOD from entering the oaks in the spring of
2024. The more data from the Blitz this year,
the better the chance to keep it contained.

Readers interested in participating in this
year’s Blitz can follow the SOD Blitz 2023

Spring Survey — Get Started Here link on the
www.sodblitz.org page. Here you learn the
Blitz protocol for identifying and collecting
symptomatic Bay leaves, which you apply in
whatever areas for whatever amount of time
you have during your collection weekend,
May 12-14 in the East Bay this year.

See www.sodblitz.org for results of past
Blitzes, more information about SOD and
programs to assess and manage risks for the

(@

Hours of operaion

Sait dam -8om
y 10am-4pm

public and professional arborists. The
SODMAP mobile app described in the “SOD
Risk Assessment” shows the risk of infection
at the location of the mobile phone, and “3
steps to manage sudden oak death” and “Best
Management Practices” cover steps for pro-
tection. The OakSTeP program is for profes-
sionals; watch the site for SOD Treatment
Training workshops for the public in the fall.

By (OR 2 NONTHS |
"DURING THE MONTH OF AP

ETY T

RENTENSPACE

445 Moregn Rl St f
(925 643-2026

W, SALDEBCE. COM
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AMEND your soil before you begin sowing. Soil is the foundation of your
garden. Rich compost will help with adding the nutrients your plants will
need to thrive.

CLEAN and sharpen your garden tools by plunging them in a five-gallon
bucket of sand mixed with a cup of vegetable oil. The sand will keep them
sharper and the oil wards off the rust. Small hand tools can be stored in
the sand bucket.

BUILD or buy raised beds lined with wire to make gardening easier on
your back as well as protected from digging predators like gophers and
rats. Fill with a combination of mulch, compost, and soil.

CONSIDER implementing permeable pavers on a patio for increased
water capturing that will support your landscape.

PLANT frost tender plants as the weather warms toward the end of the
month. Ground covers, citrus, bougainvillea, and summer annuals
including begonia, lobelia, snapdragon, cosmos, and primrose are
available for purchase.

SUPPORT peonies or other tall plants that are flopping with a tomato
cage!

EXCHANGE rhizomes, bulbs, and seeds with fellow gardeners for a
variety of selections.

SOW seeds of scarlet runner bean, sweet peas, star jasmine, or morning
glories to climb on fences and wire.

CREATE a palette of striking performance with the many shapes, sizes,
textures, and colors of drought-tolerant succulents which require
minimal moisture.

ENJOY a successive parade of patterns and painted brushstrokes
throughout the seasons by planting plants with complimentary hues and
consecutive blooming times.

SCRUB your barbecue grill with white vinegar then scrub with half an
onion to clean the grates and get ready for outside dining.

COMBINE ornamental and edible plants to create a cottage garden. Make
sure your interior design and exterior esthetics flow like water. Peonies add a power punch and make beautiful

RESIST cutting back the dying leaves of narcissi and daffodils. The fronds bouquets.
are gathering their nutrition for next year’s blooms. Cut them back only e TATR
when as dry as potato chips.

CONTROL snails and slugs with non-toxic Sluggo, pick them off by hand,
use copper barriers, or bowls of beer. These slimy gastropods hatching
now will devour new seedlings.

BUY ladybugs from your nursery or garden center if you see aphids,

mealybugs, or other pests on your plants. Remember ladybugs fly to
infested gardens.

Photos Cynthia Brian Because of the rainy weather, moss grows on the
brick stairs.
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McDonnell @ Nursery

s TED
shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

VISIT the Be the Star You Are!® booth at oy
the Moraga Faire on Saturday, April 29 (L r- e, F
between 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. to pick up a bag 1 i

of complimentary spring potpourri and -~}

have your kids plant seeds in our craft
area. Bring your gardening questions and i

I’ll be there to answer them. - -
www.BetheStarYouAre.org/events family owned since 1933

Flowers ¢ Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts * Jewelry
Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way -« (925) 254-3713 « Open Wednesday - Sunday

Get Out & Stay Out!

Let Garden Lights Landscape Development give you good reasonto “Get Out and Stay Out” this summer.

After the storms, Cynthia Brian enjoys the
green hillsides.

Raised in the vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New
York Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality,
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder and
Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into
Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com. Her newest children’s picture book,
No Barnyard Bullies, from the series, Stella Bella’s Barnyard
Adventures is available now at

https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Hire Cynthia for barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
writing projects, garden consults, and inspirational lectures Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 - www.gardenlightslandscape.com
http://www.GoddessGardener.com

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53
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Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby

Shannon Conner

ot 4 Meara Dunsmore
; 3 Pending! Linda Ehrich
121 Van Ripper Lane 224 Camino Sobrante 237 Glorietta Blvd 15 Aspinwall Court Emily Estrada
County's most stunning 1+ acre Classic 5 bd/3 ba home sits on a Fabulous 5 bd mid-century! Great Single-story 3 bd/ 2 ba rancher
estate setting! Gorgeous 5+ bd, .53-acre rare waterfront lot just level yard! Private lane near offers an ideal open floorplan in Joan Evans
mid-century showplace artfully right for morning & evening strolls  Glorietta Elem! the heart of the Ivy Drive . .
around Lake Cascade & OCC! neighborhood! Linda Friedman
$4,250,000 $2,695,000 $2,395,000 $1,795,000 Liz Gallagher
Claudia Gohler
ORINDA ORINDA LAFAYETTE .
> & ; - . i gl * Ari Hatton

Gillian Judge Hogan
Dexter Honens I
Christina Linezo

April Matthews

"]

Hillary Murphy

. ; : Karen Murphy
40 Las Palomas 37 La Madronal 0 Camino Del Monte 3243 Ameno Drive

Charming 4 bd/ 3.5 ba home w/ Nestled among majestic oaks w/ Come see this desirable lot located ~ Spacious 4 bd/ 3 bath home offers John Nash
European flair sits on serene .30- picturesque views of Mt. Diablo minutes from Hwy 24/BART, top spectacular view of light & clouds, Altie Schmitt
acre parcel featuring sunny patios  this property includes 3 bd/ 2 ba & rated schools, downtown, regional  with panoramic views of Mt. 1€ >chmi
& tranquil seating areas! 2427 sqft on a .25-acre parcel! parks & views! Diablo! Judy Schoenrock
$1,795,000 $1,450,000 $199,000 $1,825,000
Ann Sharf
WALNUT CREEK WALNUT CREEK OAKLAND OAKLAND Amy Rose Smith
ps e P Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Alexis Thompson
Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger

1682 Parkside Drive 1881 Cannon Drive 8117 Skyline Blvd 438 W Grand Ave, # 528 Ignacio Vega
Beautifully updated townhome in Charming SkyWest dwelling Stylish, contemporary, light & Amazing 2 bd/ 2 ba condo located Ann Ward
Walnut Creek’s Buena Vista featuring 2 Ig primary bedroom bright 3 bd/ 2.5 ba, 2081 sq ft in the Broadway Grand Building in
neighborhood features 2 bd/2.5 ba, suites, fireplace & backyard views open floor plan. Not to be missed!  the Heart of Uptown Oakland! Margaret Zucker
Ig living room & 2 amazing patios!  of the pool & Mt. Diablo!

$799,000 $738,000 $1,388,900 $785,000
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