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Student-athletes participated in the April 21 Special Olympics at Acalanes, with hundreds of volunteers helping make their dreams come true.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Student-athletes from 30 schools shine at Acalanes’
Special Olympics event

By Jon Kingdon

One week after hosting 30 schools and hundreds of student-athletes at the Bob
Warren/Charlie Eaton Invitational Track Meet, Acalanes made their facilities
available to another 30 schools and an equal number of very special student-
athletes by hosting the eighth annual Special Olympics on April 21. With ABC

on 15 events a year like this all over Contra Costa County and it takes several
months to get everything together.”

Roberti gives credit to the people at Acalanes who make this event so spe-
cial. “It’s the support from Katherine Walton, their leadership teacher and the
student volunteers,” Roberti said. “The support from the boosters is excellent,
making snack bags for the athletes and selling hot dogs and chips.”

anchor Dan Ashley hosting and a bright sunny day, it set the tone for a exciting
day of competitive running, jumping and throwing.

Sherry Roberti, the program coordinator at the Contra Costa County Office
of Education who oversaw this event, saw an increase of participants this year.
“Last year we had 28 schools and this year we have 30, plus it’s a very sunny day
and last year it was raining so that was an improvement,” Roberti said. “We put

Walton, who is also on special assignment over culture and climate, spear-
headed the effort, assigning students from her leadership class to oversee the
130 volunteer students from Acalanes. “What’s so cool about this event is that I
do not have to do much to get our students to volunteer because they want to be
out here,” Walton said. “I just put up the announcement and the students signed
up with smiles on their faces. It says a lot about our community, which is some-
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By Vera Kochan

Aspects of the 2022 California Building Code, which
was adopted by Contra Costa County, were up for
discussion during the Moraga Town Council’s April
12 meeting. While most of the amendments were re-
lated to life and safety, it was the All-Electric Build-
ing Code that seemed to take center stage during the
evening.

In January of last year, the County Board of Su-
pervisors amended the 2019 California Energy Code
to require newly constructed buildings, such as resi-
dential (both single- and multi-family), detached Ac-
cessory Dwelling Units, hotels, offices, and retail to
be all-electric. Restaurants are exempt.

According to the April 12 staff report by Moraga
Associate Planner Mio Mendez and Planning Direc-
tor Afshan Hamid, “An all-electric building is de-
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fined as a building that has no natural gas or
propane plumbing installed within the building, and
that uses electricity as the sole source of energy for
its space heating (including heating of all indoor and
outdoor spaces of the building), water heating (in-
cluding heating of indoor and outdoor pools and
spas), cooking appliances, and clothes drying appli-
ances. An all-electric building may utilize solar ther-
mal pool heating.”

Additionally, “The all-electric building code was
adopted due to local climatic, geographical, topo-
graphical, and environmental conditions of Contra
Costa County.”

The County points out the many benefits of an
all-electric new construction ordinance in that it
would reduce greenhouse gas emissions that impact
climate change and its hazards;

.. continued on Page A4
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6 Bedroom | 4.5 Bath

Offered at $4,295,000

5,250+ Sq. Ft.|1.23+ Acre Lot

1203UpperHappyValleyRoad.com

Stunning Happy Valley Retreat | 1203 upper Happy Valley Road, Lafayette

Lafayette’s #1Real Estate Team

15 Straight Years

DanaGreenTeam.com

925.339.1918 | DRE 01482454
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City plans response to HCD regarding Housing Element questions

By Lou Fancher

Lafayette housing consultant
Diana Elrod on April 10 pre-
sented the city council with an
informational update to the
Department of Housing and
Community Development
(HCD) comment letter. The
communication came in re-
sponse to the city’s 6th Cycle
Housing Element (HE) that was
submitted to the state on Jan.
31 for a statutory 60-day re-
view. The most recent corre-
spondence came March 29,
with 28 comments from HCD
that Elrod referred to as “a
matrix of issues.”

Seeking questions and di-
rection from the council that
will determine the content of
discussions city staff will have
with HCD consultants regard-
ing their reply, Elrod said the
council’s input would also

guide research the staff con-
ducts as the HE process con-
tinues to move forward.

Among the recent spate of
28 comments, two elements
rose to a level requiring coun-
cil direction before staff moves
forward to research and ad-
dress the issues. The first is the
number of Accessory Dwelling
Units (ADU) Lafayette has pro-
jected. The state has indicated
it believes the number is too
high, despite the evidence pre-
sented by the city establishing
a foundation for the projec-
tions. The second issue came
with some surprise, when HCD
for the first time stated that
the city must consider a “suite
of programs” to address hous-
ing mobility in low-density
neighborhoods.

HCD’s comment said any
revised ADU projection num-
bers should come with addi-

tional data and an analysis of
the ADUs in 2022. The-rescaled
assumptions should also re-
flect recent annual trends.
Lafayette permitted 37 ADUs in
2022 (the average since 2018 is
17 per year) and, based on an
uptick of interest in ADUs,
Lafayette in the HE draft had
projected an average of 35
units per year throughout the
6th cycle planning period.
Even so, HCD recommended
setting the number at closer to
20-25 units.

The second HCD comment
referred to the city’s “concen-
trated area of affluence” and
proportion of households with
high median income; both of
which present mobility barri-
ers to accessible housing
choices and affordability. HCD
stated for the first time that
Lafayette’s HE should include
“a significant and robust suite

of actions (not limited to the
RHNA) to promote housing
mobility and increasing hous-
ing choices and affordability
throughout the city but espe-
cially in lower-density neigh-
borhoods.” Elrod said the
comment means that even if
they meet RHNA require-
ments, HCD is requiring juris-
dictions — not just in Lafayette
but in other areas with similar
demographics — to provide
more housing opportunities in
single-family home neighbor-
hoods.

HCD suggested the HE
should include more “missing
middle” type housing with unit
footprints scaled to the size of
single family homes, but com-
ing with densities around 20-
25 units per acre. Examples
are of such housing are du-
plexes, townhouses, and four-
plexes. Staff is researching this

option while exploring how
other jurisdictions plan to re-
spond to similar or same com-
ments received from HCD.
They are also collecting HE’s in
areas that have been certified,
such as Orinda, to discover
and learn what those cities did
to receive approval from HCD.
In both matters, staff

sought comments and direc-
tion from the council and plan
to return at a future meeting
with a “bevy of options” for
more concrete decisions about
responding to HCD. Elrod said
staff wanted to make sure the
response they eventually pre-
sent to HCD is one in which
everyone is confident will be
accepted. “We don’t want to go
around and around again
without them saying, ‘Yes, this
is what we want.”

.. continued on Page A9

Earth Day Festival organizers and local naturallst focus on ways
to affect change N

By Jennifer Wake

Hundreds gathered at
Lafayette Plaza Park during
the April 23 Lafayette Earth
Day Festival, hosted by Sus-
tainable Lafayette, to learn
how to live sustainably and
take part in protecting our
planet, while having fun in the
process. Attendees listened to
live music, participated in arts
and crafts, and learned about
bee keeping and other envi-
ronmental issues.

Orinda Nature Area natu-
ralist Toris Jaeger believes
Earth Day should be a time of
reflection, “putting our minds,

hearts and skills together to
heal the Earth and ourselves.
“Our Indigenous People
celebrate Earth Day each day
and give thanks to the Earth
for all the gifts that it gives us.
Perhaps it is a custom we
should adopt,” she says. “We
all know we are challenged
with the issues of Climate
Change. But it is not too late!”
Jaeger recommends the
book, “Not Too Late,” edited by
Rebecca Solnit and Thelma
Young Lulunatabua that fea-
tures a series of writers that
give solutions to consider.
“Give thanks to the Earth
by walking more and driving

less, saving all our precious
water, allowing no food to go
into the landfill to create
methane gas, change your diet
from meat eating to a more
plant-based diet,” Jaeger says.
“Create a compost system at
home or make sure your food
waste is placed in your green
bin. Our major challenges are
the use of fossil fuels for
transportation and energy, the
methane gas issue and the
plastics that end up in our wa-
ter ways and oceans. There
are solutions!”

Everyone can recycle,
reuse and consume less, she
says. “Learn to live with less,
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Certech

Envirgnmental Senices

www.certechpest.com
(925) 300-1094

CERTECH PEST PREVENTION
& TERMITE PROTECTION

NEED A GURU FOR YOUR 401K

LEARN HOW TO SUCCESSFULLY NAVIGATE YOUR
401(K) RETIREMENT PLAN MENU

With Greg Gaskin

925 Country Club Drive, Moraga, CA 94556

Greg will demonstrate Investment Strategies that can make 401(k)’s Successful

ALSO....

He will explain the safety trigger that is built into the process.
Join Greg for a twenty minute zoom call.
Thursday’s 4:30pm / Saturday’s 10:30 am

Please e-mail Michelle Marcucci for Zoom login Information.

michelle@gaskinwm.com

not more. Help save all our
remaining open spaces. We
need them and so do all the
flora and fauna. Stop using
pesticides, herbicides and poi-

Photo J. Wake

sons. There are sustainable
methods for controlling
‘weeds’ and ‘pests.” We must
give our youth hope for the
present and future.”

BATTERSBY.

Just Listed in the Trail Neighborhood!

www.827SantaMariaWay.com
3843 Sq Ft* 5 Bedrooms + Office 5.5 Baths
Showpiece Home with Dream Backyard!

Updated Throughout with Style, Quality, Amenities
Large Level .39 Acre* w Lawns, Sport Court, Playhouse
Steps to the Trail with Easy Access to Schools & Town
Open Saturday 29th & Sunday 30th 1-4 PM

Ashley Battersby
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
*per public records

It's Village. Of Course.
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Lafayette Creeks
Committee celebrates
opening of First Street

Rain Garden

Photos courtesy city of Lafayette

Mayor Carl Anduri and Will Elder, Chair of the Lafayette
Creeks Committee, cut the ribbon at the First Street Rain

Garden Dedication.

By Elaine Borden
Chandler

A crowd of families and
friends gathered on the
morning of April 15 for the
Lafayette Creeks Committee’s
dedication event for the newly
finished First Street Rain Gar-
den. The garden, located on
the corner of First Street and
Golden Gate Way near the
Lafayette Library, is designed
to naturally clean urban
runoff water before it joins
Lafayette’s groundwater and
creeks. While small, unobtru-
sive rain gardens already exist
in Lafayette, with one located
near the Coop Restaurant, this
dedication celebrated a signif-
icant step forward in
Lafayette’s green water
management.

The event started with
Committee Chair Will Elder
welcoming the guests and
making a Land Acknowledge-
ment statement to the Saklan
people. He then introduced
the nine speakers, including
Mayor Carl Anduri and State
Assemblymember Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan. Don Tatzin, a
former Lafayette mayor and
City Council member, recalled
when the city first purchased
the plot of land to make a
parking lot and left 25% as a
weedy corner, contrasting
with its new beauty and func-
tionality. Stanley Middle
School seventh-graders Evelyn
Hollenberg with Zoe Freese
talked about how their science
class’s experiments indicated
increased pollution in the
creeks and the importance of
caring for them.

Engineering Services
Manager Matt Luttropp gave a
quick summary of how water
from storm drains is piped
into a depression in the mid-
dle of the garden, where it fil-
ters through three layers of
mulch, biosoil, and pea gravel
before entering the soil and
groundwater. Lisa Damerel,
Watershed Conservation
Manager for the Contra Costa
Resource Conservation Dis-
trict, described how the plants
are all native and arranged by
moisture preference on the

garden slope. They help to
clean the water and certain
plants with rhizomes, such as
the Douglas iris, create a bac-
terial interchange in the soil
that removes pollutants.

Afterward, a photo was
taken of the speakers and An-
duri and Elder cut the ribbon
so the public could enter. The
75 attendees walked through
the garden, taking photos of
the blooming Red-flowering
Currant and Creeping Blue-
blossom, remarking on the
surprising location and stim-
ulating details from the
speeches, and reading the ed-
ucational panel. Several peo-
ple mentioned they loved
hearing from Hollenberg and
Freese. Tracy Farrell, a board
member of the Park Theater
Trust, commented the rain
garden was the kind of inspi-
ration needed for Lafayette’s
future.

The garden is the first sig-
nificant project to be com-
pleted from Lafayette’s 2017
Downtown Creeks Preserva-
tion, Restoration and Devel-
opment Plan. Luttropp offi-
cially announced in his speech
that Lafayette will develop
more rain gardens. “That was
something the Creeks Com-
mittee was very happy to
hear, and we’re going to fol-
low up on that,” said Commit-
tee Member Mary]Jo Cass. The
Committee hopes that more
people will come to see the
garden and be inspired to take
action for themselves. Elder
noted that rain gardens are
probably too advanced for the
average homeowner, but that
rain barrels, permeable
pavers, and pervious pave-
ment are excellent ways to
help. Residents can also vol-
unteer with the Creeks Com-
mittee on Lafayette Commu-
nity Day, June 3, and support
their future actions.

To learn more about the
First Street Rain Garden, go to
www.lovelafayette.org/city-
hall/city-
departments/engineering/city-
construction-projects/first-
street-rain-garden or visit the
garden at the corner of First
Street and Golden Gate Way.

Crowd at the First Street Rain Garden Dedication
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Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 37 years.

925.376.7777
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

Honored in RealTrends Top 1.5% of Agents in the Nation

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what

improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at

closing. But what are those improvements? Let’s work together well before a
sale so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care
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LEFAYETTE

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, May 8, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, May 1, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, May 8, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

COMPASS

Storybook Charmer
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4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,067 SF | .23 Acre

Stylish corner lot retreat that exudes
endless charm and appeal and provides
ample space for entertaining, relaxing,
and everyday living. With an abundance
of natural light, this remodeled home has
lovely living areas that seamlessly flow
from room to room. The private backyard
oasis enjoys plenty of outdoor living
options including a large brick patio, lawn
areq, shed, and refreshing swimming pool.

Don’t miss your chance to own this
exceptional property.

Offered at $1,895,000

1056SandersDrive.com

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466
Follow us @brydonives

BRYDON &IVES
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Compass nsed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opporturity loy
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Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org -
Leadin

Town Council:

925-377-0977

nearly 40 years.

971 DEWING AVENUE, LAFAYETTE, CA 94549

VANGUARD PROPERTIES

EAST BAY

Providing luxury service & local
expertise to the Bay Area for

www.lamorindaweekly.com

| VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM |

925.465.06107]
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L I PORTFOLIO
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Wednesday, April 26, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 10, 6:30 p.m.
Planning Commission:
Tuesday, May 10, 6:30 p.m.
Park and Recreation
Commission:

Monday, May 15, 7:00 p.m.,
Moraga School District Board
Meetings :

Tuesday, May 9, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.k12.ca.us.

By Vera Kochan

Moraga’s Regional Housing

Weed
Cutting

& Brush Clearance per
= . Fire Regulations

Call Tony at
(925) 497-3741

references available

Needs Allocation (RHNA) for
the next eight years is 1,118
new units. Sixty percent of
those units will be affordable
to lower- and moderate-
income households. In De-
cember, the Town Council
adopted an Affordable Hous-
ing Ordinance which requires
developers to set aside these
inclusionary units with deed
restrictions that limit the rent
or sales price that may be
charged.

The Ordinance also gave
the council the ability to adopt
an in-lieu fee. According to an
April 12 staff report by Mor-
aga Planning Director Afshan
Hamid, Planning Consultant
Barry Miller, and Keyser
Marston Associates, Inc. Se-
nior Principal David
Doezema, “The primary pur-
pose is to address situations
where the inclusionary re-
quirement does not result in a
whole number of affordable
units that are required. Pro-

jects with a fractional inclu-
sionary requirement are eli-
gible to either pay an in-lieu
fee for the fractional unit or
provide a whole inclusionary
unit.”

The report goes on to ex-
plain, “For example, if an ap-
plicant proposed a 24-unit
rental project, the 10% inclu-
sionary requirement repre-
sents 2.4 lower-income units.
Since dwelling units are
counted in whole numbers,
the 'fractional’' remainder of
0.4 units could either be satis-
fied through payment of the
proposed fractional in-lieu fee
or the applicant could choose
to round up and provide three
affordable units within the
project. In this instance, the
requirement for 2.4 units
would mean two affordable
units would be provided and
the applicant would pay a fee
equal to four-tenths of a
dwelling unit.”

Additionally, residential

Council adopts resolution approving an Affordable
Housing In-Lieu Fee

developments with six, seven,
eight, or nine units are al-
lowed one full inclusionary
unit or the option of paying a
predetermined in-lieu fee.
Also, any projects being de-
veloped in a Very High Fire
Severity Zone will be entitled
to options.

Any in-lieu fees collected
would go into the town’s Af-
fordable Housing Fund (Fund
791). These fees would accrue
and be used to support Hous-
ing Element programs geared
toward providing a supple-
mental funding source for
nonprofit affordable housing
developers.

With a vote of 4-0 (Vice
Mayor Teresa Onoda was ab-
sent), the Town Council
adopted the resolution both
approving and adopting an
Affordable Housing In-Lieu
Fee in accordance with the
Town’s Affordable Housing
Ordinance.

Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.

All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks, and
squirrel-proofing. Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.
Customer service is my #1 priority.

Serving the LaMorinda
area for 10 years as
former branch manager
of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.

1044 Stuart Street, Lafayette
(925) 338-9304 877-7RATMAN

=PFEST AND TERMITE—
C OMTRIDL

MPD to purchase new video
surveillance systems

By Vera Kochan

Currently Moraga’s Commu-
nity Surveillance System
monitors the town’s major in-
tersections. The purchase of
that system was funded by a
Moraga Community Founda-
tion fundraising drive and is
used by the Moraga Police De-
partment to aid with investi-
gating and solving crimes.
However, the system is not
monitored around the clock
and gives insufficient cover-
age to wider areas of town.
According to an April 12
staff report by Chief Jon King,
“The Police Department also
maintains equipment to ad-
dress issues in Town, includ-
ing radar and LIDAR devices
for speed enforcement [Light

Detection and Ranging is a re-
mote sensing method that
uses light in the form of a
pulsed laser to measure
ranges of variable distances to
the Earth], crime scene inves-
tigation equipment, items for
community engagement
events and software for dia-
gramming crime scenes and
traffic accidents.”

The report also explained
that “much of this equipment
is becoming dated and is due
for replacement or has not
kept pace with current tech-
nology. It is in need of re-
placement to allow officers to
continue to function in an ef-
ficient and effective manner.”

The town council ap-
proved the transfer of Public
Safety Impact Fees in the
amount of $33,000 to the Cen-

tral Video Surveillance System
CIP (17-501). This will fund the
purchase of five additional
video systems to be installed
at key locations. The new sys-
tems will feature an Auto-
mated License Plate Reader
camera and a high-definition
color camera with a minimum
of three separate views of the
surrounding roadways. The
systems will be linked to MPD
for monitoring and reviewing
purposes.

Also approved was the
transfer of $18,000 to the Po-
lice Department Supplies and
Materials account (101-620-
022-01) for the purchase of
updated radar and LIDAR
units to aid officers in their
daily duties with greater
efficiency.

Bay Area

BAD Drainage, Inc.

INC.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

o

925¢377+9209 (7
visit our website "

www.bayareadrainage.com

All-Electric Building Code’s ramifications
on residents and businesses discussed

... continued from Page Al

reduce the expense of new
building construction costs
(piping and metering); further
Contra Costa County’s green-
house gas emission goals;
carry out the County Board of
Supervisors’ Climate Emer-
gency Resolution No.
2020/256; and help improve
safety and air quality.

California Senate Bill 350
requires that entities such as
MCE and Pacific Gas and Elec-
tric must include contingency
planning with regards to re-
source planning and load
forecasting to carry customers
through peak usage periods
without interruption to
service.

In an Aug. 31, 2022, Lam-
orinda Weekly article, “Health
Benefits of Induction Cooking
as Opposed to Gas Stove Tops
Presented,” San Francisco Bay
Physicians for Social Respon-
sibility Board Member Dr.
Marjaneh Moini explained
some of the health risks in-
volved with gas cooking in the
home. Three types of emis-

sions can be especially harm-
ful. NO2 (nitrogen dioxide) is a
pollutant that can cause eye,
nose and throat irritation
when inhaled and can possi-
bly decrease lung function by
contributing to asthma, respi-
ratory infections, and negative
general cognitive functioning.
CO (carbon monoxide) is
harmful when breathed caus-
ing neurological effects and
reduced overall cognitive
functioning. PM2.5/PMO.1
(particulate matter) also
causes neurological effects;
aggravates asthma and re-
duces lung function; and con-
tributes to heart attacks and
premature death. While these
involve large scale doses, over
time constant subjection can
be harmful, especially to chil-
dren, Moini said.

Contra Costa County De-
partment of Conservation and
Development Senior Planner
Demian Hardman attended
the April 12 council meeting to
clarify any misconceptions or
confusing points. With re-
gards to the terminology of
what constitutes a “new con-

struction,” Hardman ex-
plained that if the renovation
is significant enough where
50% or more of the building is
being modified or altered then
the county considers it a new
construction, and the all-
electric code is enforced.

However, Mayor Renata
Sos noted that “this does not
affect my ability as a home-
owner to swap out my gas ap-
pliances for new ones. That
may change if the state says,
'No." If the renovation is tan-
tamount to new construction,
it would apply.

“We have some local con-
trol here," Sos added. "We
have the ability to act. We’re
nimble. We’re flexible. We can
do it. I am not a fan of making
exceptions locally, or whether
there should be exemptions.”

The town council pro-
vided feedback to staff in or-
der for them to develop an or-
dinance adopting the 2022
California Building Code ei-
ther identically or similar to
the County’s all-electric build-
ing code.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Main Stage
11:00a) - Faire/Carshow Opens!

(11:30a) - BAND 1 - Marcelle Griffin (acoustic)
(12:45p) - Chamber Greeting & Mayor's Hello
(1:00p) - BAND 2 - Brad Edelman (acoustic)
(2:15p) - Welcome Citizen of the Year
(2:30p) - BAND 3 - Mixed Signals (pop/rock)

SportZone
Bay Area Ballplayers, Eclipse Soccer, Lacrosse,

Oakland Strokes, MOL, Lamorinda Rugby
KidZone

(all day) - Pony Rides, Face Painting, Bounce House
(11:00-2:30p) - Jungle James' Petting Zoo
(11:00-1:00p) - Magician (walking the Falre)ﬂw"m
(12:00-3:00p) - Battle Bots

(2:30p/3:30p) - Puppet Show

MoragaChamber.org/CommunityFaire

Third-graders get crash course in Moraga’s past
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By Vera Kochan

For three consecutive Fridays,
beginning April 14, Moraga’s
third-graders will pay a visit to
the town’s History Center for a
condensed, soup-to-nuts les-
son in local history. Resuming
the class visits after a three-
year COVID hiatus, students
from Camino Pablo, Los
Perales, Donald L. Rheem and
Saklan elementary schools
might have visited the Moraga
Library at some point in their
young lives without even
knowing that the History Cen-
ter was just around the right-
side corner of the building.

The first group to drop by
was Rheem teacher Jessica
Stafford’s class of approxi-
mately 24 students. Two more
third-grade classes were
scheduled that day, making a
total of about 75 students
coming from Rheem.

The students were split
into three groups which ro-
tated through 18-20 minute
sessions of major time periods
in Moraga’s history. Historical
Society President Susan
Sperry covered the prehistoric
period of Moraga’s past when
the town, as we know it, was
submerged under the Pacific
Ocean millions of years ago,

—_—
- =
=

ey

3. B

Susan Sperry talks about prehistoric Moraga

Photo Vera Kochan

and telling the students that
when the water slowly re-
ceded, eventually dinosaurs
roamed the area. Sperry had
photos that showed mastodon
footprint fossils.

Sperry also discussed the
Saklan tribe: “They covered
their bodies in mud in the
winter to keep warm. Some
people pay a lot of money to
do that today.” While that bit
of trivia seemed to go over the
third-graders’ heads, the
moms in the room found it
funny. The students were also
shown an authentic, centuries-
old mortar and pestle which
the tribes used to ground
acorns.

The ranchos of the area,
specifically the one owned by
Jose Joaquin Moraga and his
cousin Juan Bernal, were
briefly touched upon as the
perfect segue for this particu-
lar group of students to move
into the artifacts room for
their next lesson about life on
a Moraga ranch.

Historical Society First
Vice President Colleen Lund
spoke about what life was like
on a mid-19th century rancho
or farm. She tried to trick the
students by mentioning elec-
tricity and bathrooms, but
they were quick to correct her.

The kids named possible
breakfast items such as
berries, eggs, water from wells
and milk from cows. Deciding
how they would’ve gotten to
school ranged from walking,
wagons or horseback, with
one student shouting out, “By
bus!”

Topics included squatters
on the land and California’s
Gold Rush, which brought
with it the “49ers” moniker.
One student suggested that
“their clothes were red and
gold,” a clear reference to San
Francisco’s professional foot-
ball team.

Lund had many artifacts
on display to show the class
such as old irons and kerosene
lamps. She opened drawers to
reveal tribal artifacts of ar-
rowheads and jewelry before
concluding her segment of
Moraga’s history.

The third and final signif-
icant time period in the town’s
history was “conducted” by
Moraga Historical Society

Member Sam Sperry, while
dressed as a train conductor.
Standing before a diorama
(made by Les Krames) of the
old Saint Mary’s College Sta-
tion complete with a freight
engine alongside it, Sperry re-
galed the students with facts
pertaining to the area’s Sacra-
mento Northern Railway
(1913-1957).

After handing out copies
of the railway’s route map,
which noted landmarks that
the students could relate to, he
explained that the all-electric
train system carried both pas-
senger and freight cars. Be-
ginning in Oakland, the train
traversed through a 3,000-foot
tunnel under Skyline Blvd.
(Shepard Pass Tunnel), even-
tually coming through Canyon,
Moraga, Lafayette, Walnut
Creek, Concord and some
other stops before going
through Sacramento to its fi-
nal destination of Chico.

Sam Sperry explained that
the passengers consisted of

commuters, SMC college stu-
dents and professors, high
school students (going to
school in Concord before
Campolindo and Miramonte
were built), and picnickers
coming into Canyon. The
freight cars carried redwood
lumber, walnuts and pears,
cattle, grain, as well as mili-
tary equipment and ammuni-
tion during WWII.

Passenger service ended
in 1941 due to the conve-
nience of cars, the opening of
the Bay Bridge, an improved
Caldecott Tunnel, and more
paved roads. Freight service
ended in 1957 because of lum-
ber depletion. Walnut and -
pear trees, along with many
ranches, were replaced by
subdivisions.

As if that wasn’t enough
history for one hour, all
classes continued their lesson
by also visiting the Joaquin
Moraga Adobe located in
Orinda, later in the day.

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

¢ Facelift
Facial Implants

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

Before

Commons Park Picnic Area
renovation to begin soon

By Vera Kochan

The Commons Park Picnic
Area Renovation Project was
approved nearly four years
ago by the Town Council as
part of the Fiscal Year 2022-23
Capital Improvements Pro-
gram Adopted Budget.

Fast forward to the coun-
cil’s April 12 meeting during
which they awarded a con-
struction agreement of
$302,825, with a 10% con-
struction contingency of
$30,283, for a total amount not
to exceed $333,108 to Grade-
Tech, Inc. of Castro Valley.
Seven companies bid for the
project which had an ap-
proved budget of $329,000
with GradeTech coming in the
lowest.

Located at the intersection
of Moraga Road and St. Mary’s
Road, the Moraga Commons

Park project, according to a
staff report by Parks and
Recreation Director Macken-
zie Brady, Public Works Di-
rector/Town Engineer Shawn
Knapp, and Senior Civil Engi-
neer Bret Swain, will include
“the removal of existing and
installation of new Portland
Cement Concrete pavements
and curbs; minor grading and
earthwork; minor placement
and compaction of aggregate
base; tree removals; potable
water line relocation; installa-
tion of trash receptacles, pic-
nic tables, BBQ grills, a utility
table, and a shade structure;
and all appurtenant work as
shown in the plans and speci-
fications.” There will also be
an installation of an ADA
pathway leading from the
parking lot to the all-access
playground. The project is ex-
pected to begin in the coming
weeks.

Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

o Fillers )
(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®), Restylane®)

* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a nationally
recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic surgeon, opened

a private practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve Lamorinda
patients. Specializing entirely in the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is
nationally recognized for providing patients with beautiful, elegant,
and natural results.

Matthew Tamplen, MD

Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION

96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com
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Double Board-Certified
Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.
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When’s the last time you
cleaned your dryer vent?

2,900 home fires, and $35 million in property
damage, are caused by clothes each year.
Get your dryer vent professionelly
cleaned today and rest easy.

air conditioning e heating ® dryer vent cleaning
air duct cleaning ® commercial HVAC ¢ and more

(925) 455-4AIR
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See public meetings schedule on these
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org
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3344 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
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Dana Reedy
415.205.8050

DRE 01880723

This Summer...
Make the Right Move!

Contact me any time for an update
on our changing local market.

JD | Broker Associate

dana@danareedyhomes.com

COMPASS

Orinda housing element one of earliest approved
by state in Bay Area

By Sora O’Doherty

The California Department of
Housing and Community De-
velopment (HCD) informed
the city of Orinda on March
30 that it found Orinda’s 6th
cycle housing element to be in
full compliance with state
law. According to city staff,
Orinda was the second of the
20 municipalities in Contra

Costa County and one of 13
within the 109 jurisdictions in
the Bay Area to be found in
compliance as of that date.

Receiving the HCD com-

pliance letter in a timely
manner means that the city is
allowed three years to com-
plete the required rezonings.
Had the housing element not
been found to be in compli-
ance, it would have had only
one year to complete the re-

zoning required.

City staff is now turning
its attention to the implemen-
tation of the housing element
and will be working with the
community to ensure that
Orinda remains a vibrant and
inclusive community, accord-
ing to the staff report pre-
pared by Drummond Buckley,
Director of Planning.

Like other cities in the
state, Orinda was required to

provide for the building of a
far larger number of housing
units in the 6th cycle housing
element than ever before.
Orinda has been assigned
1,359 Regional Housing Needs
Allocation (RHNA) units for
the 6th cycle housing element,
while during the previous
eight-years of the 5th cycle it
only had to provide for a total
of 227 units.

Orinda adopts hybrid model for city council

meetings
By Sora O’Doherty

The city of Orinda will begin a
public rollout of a hybrid
meeting format for city coun-

SMELLY CANS?
m M on your first service
with Promo Code: (SILILAMISE

UGLEAM

When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

be

Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

a1

Gas Prices

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am; Sun6am-11 pm

Orinda’s
Lowest
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cil meetings in May and will
add planning commission
meetings starting in June. Be-
ginning with the council
meeting on May 2, interested
persons may attend the city
council meeting in person at
the Orinda Library audito-
rium, watch the proceedings
live-streamed on the city’s
new YouTube channel, or
participate via the Zoom
meeting platform. The Zoom
link will be included in the
agenda for the meeting, which
will also include instructions
on how to participate in the
meeting. The meeting videos
will continue to be available
on YouTube after the meeting.
In June, the city plans to
add hybrid capability to
meetings of the planning

commission, which also meets
in the Library auditorium. At
this time, staff is not recom-
mending that meetings, other
than for the council and plan-
ning commission, be consid-
ered for hybrid options owing
to the additional expense that
would entail.

Since the conclusion of
the COVID-19 state of emer-
gency, all city meetings have
resumed in person. The city
council and the planning
commission generally meet in
the Library Auditorium, and
other committees and com-
missions meet in other

venues.

Members of the public
may now attend city council
meetings in person and speak
to the council during the pub-
lic forum or make comments
concerning agenda items. For
those who cannot attend in
person, or prefer not to, pub-
lic comments may be submit-
ted in advance of the meeting,
or during the meeting, by
emailing the city clerk. Such
comments will be read out
loud by staff at normal speak-
ing cadence and are subject to
the same three-minute limit
as in-person comments.

Orinda City Council meetings can be viewed at
www.youtube.com/@cityoforinda9535/streams

Free Compost offered by
RecycleSmart on May 6

By Sora O’Doherty

The Annual Compost Give-
away will be hosted by Recy-
cleSmart from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
May 6 in Lafayette at Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church, lo-
cated at 1035 Carol Ln. On-
line registration for a 15-
minute time-slot is required
and the event is open only to
residents of Lafayette, Orinda
and Moraga or of the Recy-
cleSmart service area. The

To register online, please go to

offer is limited to one resident
per household.

To obtain compost, resi-
dents should bring rigid 5-
gallon buckets, cardboard
boxes, or other strong con-
tainers that you can lift your-
self. No bags or truck beds
are allowed. Republic Ser-
vices will provide staff to
shovel compost into your
containers. Residents can
take up to 50 gallons of com-
post (10 five-gallon buckets)

while supplies last. Although
Republic Services will fill the
containers, you will be re-
sponsible for getting them out
of and back into your vehicle.

In addition to rigid con-
tainers, residents should
bring identification and wear
closed-toe shoes.

Appointments may be
canceled online by residents
if necessary, and can also be
rescheduled as availability
allows.

https://calendly.com/republicservices-recyclesmart/may-6-compost-giveaway?month=2023-05

Orinda celebrates teachers and
classified personnel of the year

By Sora O’Doherty

The board of the Orinda
Union School District at its
April 17 meeting honored the
teachers of the year and clas-
sified employees of the year
for each of its five schools.
The teachers of the year were
Gretchen Loughran, Del Rey
Elementary; Erin Miller, Glo-
rietta Elementary School;
Michelle Pinney, Orinda In-
termediate School; Diana
Owens Sleepy Hollow Ele-
mentary; and Alicia Doyle,
Wagner Ranch Elementary.
The five teachers were cele-
brated with words of praise
from their students and each
was presented with a certifi-
cate from the District and a
potted plant.

At the same meeting the
OUSD congratulated the six
classified employees who
were selected by their col-
leagues as exemplary em-
ployees at their school site or

department. For the recogni-
tion, the six classified em-
ployees will be celebrated
and presented with a certifi-
cate from the District. The six
classified employees chosen
were: Ardis Atkins, Accounts
Clerk at the District Office;
Julissa Kemp School Secretary
at Del Rey; Mariangela
Hunter, Instructional Assis-
tant at Glorietta; Michelle

Bournonville, Special Services
Assistant at OIS; Shauna Sim-
monds, Office Manager at
Sleepy Hollow School and
Jennifer Lee, classroom aide
at Wagner Ranch.

From the awardees, Erin
Miller was named OUSD
Teacher of the Year, and
Michelle Bournonville was
named Classified Employee of
the Year.

2023-24 Contra Costa County Teacher
of the Year candidates honored

Twenty-one educators in Contra Costa County have been
named their school district’s teacher of the year. With that
distinction, the educators represent more than 8,000 teachers
in Contra Costa County public schools and community
colleges. The 2023-24 Contra Costa County Teachers of the
Year is organized by the Contra Costa County Office of
Education (CCCOE). The following are Lamorinda candidates
(Erin Miller was named OUSD Teacher of the Year, as noted
above): Evan Sebree — Acalanes Center for Independent

Study (AUHSD)

Abigail Ehrhorn — Burton Valley Elementary (LafSD)
Michael Adler — Camino Pablo Elementary (MSD)
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
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Call 925-433-3988 AIIUIIESI

www.honestrodentproofing.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

il[lllEEl Prooiing

EXFEEIENCE WOU CAN TERST

925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: A7

T. 925.788.4963

Spring is a Fantastic Time to Sell Your Home!

The local real estate market is blooming with the return of spring.
Well prepared and effectively marketed homes are selling briskly as
buyers compete to enjoy all that beautiful Lamorinda has to offer.

Call me today for a free property evaluation and marketing plan.
Utilize my 20+ years of local real estate success to achieve the highest
return on your sale with minimal stress.

Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results
Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

©2023 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Orinda rejects cattle grazing on
Orinda Oaks Park

Photo Sora O’Doherty

Orinda residents pointed out that while Orinda Oaks is
enjoying the spring super bloom, the adjacent Moraga

Mulholland Ridge, grazed by cattle, is bare of flowers and has

suffered landslides.

By Sora O’Doherty

Homeowners who live in the
Orinda Oaks Open Space and
Orinda residents who con-
tributed funds to acquire the
parkland years ago came be-
fore the Orinda City Council on
April 11 to oppose the use of
cattle grazing to reduce wild-
fire fuel on the park land. The
council appreciated their con-
tribution of historic knowledge
and understood their concerns,
and voted to rule out cattle
grazing on the site in favor of
mechanical mowing, goat
grazing, or a combination of
both.

Julie Rossiter, one of the
affected homeowners, told the
council, both in person and in
written comments, that she
opposed the proposal to allow
cattle grazing in the open
space. “Doing so is directly
contrary to the restrictions
placed on the open space in
the grant dead donating the
property to the city,” she said,
“which requires the property
to be retained as ‘parkland’
and used for open space,
recreational, and natural re-
source conservation pur-
poses.” Leasing the property to
a rancher for profit to the city,
Rossiter alleged, is contrary to
the explicit intent of the grant
deed. Glenn Rudebusch sub-
mitted photos to the council
showing a spring super bloom
on the Orinda land. Rudebusch
stated that the Moraga park-
land that abuts Orinda Oaks
has been “denuded of Califor-
nia natives.”

Jim and Linda Landau,
residents of nearby Hall Drive,
provided historic background

about how the land came to be
acquired for Orinda. In a let-
ter submitted to the council,
they explained how cattle were
grazed on the land back in the
1980s, and how they were con-
cerned that there would even-
tually be a fatal traffic incident
involving cattle that managed
to wander onto the nearby
roads. When a property de-
veloper became interested in
acquiring the land for build-
ing, the Landaus explained
that Steve Arnon, an environ-
mentalist who lived adjacent to
the park, discovered that there
was a little-known law that
provided that any piece of land
of at least 100 acres, located
completely within city limits
and adjacent to an existing city
park, had to be offered to the
city for purchase before a bid
could be accepted by a private
purchaser.

However, when the then
city council refused to put up
the $600,000 purchase price
for the 111 acres, Arnon orga-
nized a fundraising effort that
eventually funded the pur-
chase price. Caroline Mills,
president of the Orinda Parks
and Recreation Foundation,
confirmed that they had raised
the $600,000 to repay the city
for the purchase of the land.
She, as did other speakers,
pointed out that the Orinda
land, without cattle grazing,
has not suffered from the same
landslides as has the Moraga
land that is grazed by cattle.

The Landaus supported
the view that those who
worked so hard to fund the
purchase did so because they
valued the natural, native
quality of the land. They ad-
vocated for mechanical mow-

City Council Regular Meeting:

Tuesday, May 2, 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, May 9, 7:00 p.m.
Planning Commission.:
Wednesday, May 10, 7:00 p.m. Special Meeting

Supplemental Sales Tax Oversight Commission
Wednesday, May 10, 6:30 p.m.

ing twice a year or goat graz-
ing in early summer followed
by end-of-summer mechanical
cutting. “Fuel mitigation is ab-
solutely essential, but we be-
lieve that either other option to
be preferable to the reintro-
duction of cattle grazing,” they
concluded.

The staff report on the
item was presented by City
Manager David Biggs. He re-
ferred to a 2021 survey, and
reported that goat grazing was
preferred by the public but
that cattle grazing was consid-
ered more economically vi-
able. In written public com-
ments Kevin Cross pointed out
that the survey, owing to a ty-
pographical error, overstated
the cost of goat grazing by a
factor of 10, listing the 10-year
cost at $22 million instead of
$2 million.

During the following
council discussion, council
member Brandyn Iverson re-
marked that “this was the most
informative public comment
period I have ever experi-
enced.” She added, “When im-
mediate neighbors speak pas-
sionately, we listen. Cattle
grazing should be off the
table.”

Mayor Inga Miller agreed,
adding, “There is more at stake
here than costs.” With the
agreement of council members
Janet Riley and Latika Malkani,
there was unanimous consent
that cattle grazing should not
be considered for the park and
open space. Biggs said that the
city will do mechanical cutting
this year and see if they can
hire goats for grazing in 2024.

f
Hours of operation

Mon-Sat 9am -6pm
sunday 10am-4pm.
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Orinda expands grants program to residents of all streets for
fuel reduction

By Sora O’Doherty

Maybe it was the very wet
winter, but for some reason,
the grants of up to $600 to

strictions for applicants. Only
parcels located on evacuation
routes were eligible, and, in
addition, such parcels needed
to either be within a desig-

Rachel Latimer, a member

of the SSTOC, attended the
meeting to inform the council
of the SSTOC’s views. She said
that it was the wish of the

dation expanding the grant
program to essentially all
Orinda property owners, with
an additional request the
SSTOC consider reducing the
restrictions even further and

without further expansion.
“We don’t want to start lop-
ping things off prematurely,”
she said, adding that the
council can always return to
the matter in the future.

nated Firewise community or
the owner must have availed
of the Fire Adapted Commu-
nity Assessment offered by the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District or
have received an MOFD notice
that the property was not in
compliance with the fire code.

In an effort to encourage
residents to apply for the
grants, the SSTOC recom-
mended that the council re-
move the restriction to prop-
erties on evacuation routes
and expand grant availability
to “fire apparatus roads,”
which essentially includes all
roads in Orinda, public and
private, upon which MOFD
vehicles might travel.

SSTOC to broaden the grant
program and to encourage as
many people as possible to
take advantage of it.

There was a very wide-
ranging council discussion on
the specific SSTOC recommen-
dation, as well as other ways
to promote fire-safety in the
community. The council con-
sidered either doing nothing
at this point in the pilot pro-
gram and seeing what the fu-
ture would bring, adopting the
SSTOC recommendations, or
eliminating even further re-
strictions on the grant pro-
gram. After extensive discus-
sion, the council did decide to
adopt the SSTOC’s recommen-

match expenses for fuel re-
duction on properties on
evacuation routes in Orinda
had an infinitesimal uptake,
with only two applicants for
the grants. In an effort to pro-
mote fuel reduction, the Sup-
plemental Sales Tax Oversight
Commission (SSTOC) recom-
mended that the City Council
adopt a resolution making the
grant program more widely
available. After a lengthy dis-
cussion, the council voted to
expand the grant program to
all Orinda streets and to ex-
tend it to August.

The original grant pilot
program had a number of re-

Council Member Latika
Malkani pointed out that
wildfire embers don’t recog-
nize any boundaries and said,
in the case of wildfires “it’s re-
ally an all-for-one and one-for-
all” situation. Miller raised
the issue of the restriction on
gifts of public funds, but city
attorney Osa Wolff pointed out
that what is require to counter
such a charge is a public ben-
efit, and, at the end of the dis-
cussion, she noted that the
council had expressed many
public benefits arising from
the grant program.

return to the council with
more recommendations.
During the discussion,
Council Member Janet Riley
said at first that she would like
to see a really good job on the
evacuation routes. Mayor Inga
Miller initially pushed for the
city to have the right to photo-
graph work done on private
property under the grant pro-
gram, but was later persuaded
that this would be a great dis-
incentive to grant applications
as people might view this as
an invasion of their privacy.
Vice Mayor Darlene Gee ad-
vised the council to just accept
the SSTOC recommendation

Work continues in the background on Lafayette/Walnut Creek
Shaded Fuel Break

By Sora O’Doherty The Contra Costa County_Fire
Protection District (ConFire)

has received Cal Fire grant

soon. Once the environmental
study is completed, the district
expects that this summer mit-
igation work will begin for the
important and potentially life-
and property-saving safety
work to proceed.

The entire project has
been granted funding for
three years to complete the
entire 190 acres of shaded fuel
break. However, the district
anticipates that the work will
be completed in approxi-
mately two years. Hill points
out that the shaded fuel break

funding for the Lafayette/Wal-
nut Creek Shaded Fuel Break
project, according to Steve
Hill, the district’s Public Infor-
mation Officer. In an update
on the project, Hill noted that
the district recently got ap-
proval from its Fire Board
(which is the County Board of
Supervisors) to hire the re-
quired environmental consul-
tant to do pre-project related
research.

It is expected that the Cal-
ifornia Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) study will begin

will actually begin to deliver
protection as soon as various
portions are completed earlier
than the estimated 24 months.

Hill noted that the Tunnel
Hills shaded fuel break, which
is managed by the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District, will even-
tually connect to to the
Lafayette/Walnut Creek
shaded fire break to create a
continuous fuel break of some
20 miles to help protect the
four cities of Walnut Creek,
Lafayette, Moraga, and
Orinda.
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Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820

Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police
Department

Incident

Summary

Report

April 2 - April 15

Alarms 58
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 23
Traffic 105
Suspicious Circumstances 2
Suspicious Subject 21
Suspicious Vehicle 11
Service to Citizen 34

Patrol Req./Security Check 21
Public/School Assembly Check 2

Supplemental Report 15
Vacation House Check 40
Welfare Check 10
Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary

10 Block Almaden Ct.
Hit And Run Felony

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Saranap Ave./Old Tunnel Rd.
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Reckless Driving
Pleasant Hill Rd./Stanley Blvd.
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Mountain View

Dr.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Springhill Rd.

Hidden Valley Rd./Blackthorn Rd.

Stanley Blvd./Warner Ct.
Tc - Minor Injuries

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Tc - Property Damage

Camino Diablo/Stanley Blvd.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Condit Rd.

Reliez Station Rd./Glenside Dr.

2Nd St./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Old Tunnel Rd.

3200 Block Old Tunnel Rd.
Vehicle Theft

3500 Block Terrace Way

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Other criminal activity
Embezzelment

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fraud False Pretenses

900 Block Moraga Rd.

900 Block East St.
Grand Theft

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Identity Theft

Police Department (2)

1000 Block Woodbury Rd.

1000 Block Walnut Dr.
Panhandling

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Petty Theft

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

El Curtola Blvd./Old Tunnel Rd.

900 Block Mountain View Dr.

700 Block Las Trampas Rd.
Residential Burglary

1100 Block Garden Ln.
Robbery

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Robbery Armed

10 Block Dollis Park Rd.
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace

1000 Block 2Nd St.
Loud Music

1000 Block 2Nd St.
Loud Noise

1300 Block El Curtola Blvd.
Loud Party

400 Block Peacock Blvd.

Dewing Ave./Bickerstaff St.

900 Block Dewing Ave.
Public Nuisance

1000 Block Glen Rd.

Happy Valley Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

300 Block Saranap Ave. (2)

3500 Block Deer Hill Rd.
Vandalism

500 Block Merriewood

1000 Block Vista Bella

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Other
Defraud Innkeeper

3300 Block St Marys Rd.
Loitering

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Suas Assist Request

500 Block Waterstone P, Sra
Unwanted Guest

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

April 4 - April 17
Alarms 13
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 7
Traffic 50
Suspicious Circumstances 4
Suspicious Subject 3
Suspicious Vehicle 2
Service to Citizen 26
Patrol Req./Security Check 8

Public/School Assembly Check 4
Supplemental Report 6
Vacation House Check 1
Welfare Check 11
Ordinance Violation 1
Vehicle violations
Accident Property

300 Block Rheem Blvd.

Excessive Speed
Country Club Dr./St Andrews Dr.
Rheem Blvd./Schoefield
Moraga Way/Ivy Dr. (2)
Moraga Way/St Andrews Dr. (4)
Moraga Way/Viader Dr.
St Marys College Of California
St Andrews Dr./Country Club Dr. (2)
Rheem Blvd./Via Barcelona
Moraga Way/Hardie Dr
Moraga Way/School St. (3)
Moraga Way/Coral Dr., Ori
Moraga Way/Miramonte Dr. (4)
Moraga Way/Moraga Valley Ln.
Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa Dr.
Rheem Blvd./Fernwood Dr. (2)
Moraga Rd./St Marys Rd.
Police Department

Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Campolindo High School

Reckless Driving
Miramonte High School, Ori
St Marys Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Safeway
Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd. (2)

Tc - Property Damage

St. Marys College
Other criminal activity
Fraud Credit Card

900 Block Camino Ricardo
Fraud False Pretenses

300 Block Rheem Blvd.
Grand Theft Veh Parts

Not Available
Identity Theft

Police Department
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace

Fernwood Dr./Rheem Blvd.
Loud Music

Donald Dr./Moraga Rd.

1700 Block School St.

300 Block Blk Claudia Ct.
Loud Noise

200 Block Paseo Bernal

1000 Block Carter Dr.
Loud Party

1700 Block School St.
Public Nuisance

200 Block Calle La Montana
Other
Fireworks

Joaquin Moraga Int School
Hailed By Citizen

Homegoods
Harassment

200 Block Ivy Pl.
Mentally I1I Commit

10 Block Miramonte Dr.

100 Block Via Joaquin
Threats

Police Department
Trespass

St. Marys College

MNRINIIA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report
April 2 - April 15

Alarms 40
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 9
Traffic 135
Suspicious Circumstance 4
Suspicious Subject 11
Suspicious Vehicle 7
Service to Citizen 41

Patrol Req./Security Check 42
Public/School Assembly Check 0
Supplemental Report 16
Vacation House Check 0

Welfare Check 2
Ordinance Violation 1
Vehicle violations
Accident Property
200 Block La Espiral
20 Block Irwin Way
Auto Burglary
10 Block Theatre Sq 106
100 Block Stein Way
200 Block El Toyonal
Dui Misd
Wilder Sports Fields
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
30 Block Muth Dr.
Reckless Driving
Tiger Tail Ct./Miner Rd.
Glorietta Blvd./Moraga Way
El Toyonal
Camino Pablo/Claremont Ave.
Vehicle Theft
60 Block Orinda Way
Wilder Rd./Wb Sr 24
Other criminal activity
Grand Theft
20 Block Loma Vista Dr.
H&S/Pos Paraphenalia
Camino Pablo/Santa Maria Way
Identity Theft
10 Block Descanso Dr.
Panhandling
Camino Sobrante
Petty Theft From Veh
10 Block Valley View Dr.
Residential Burglary
100 Block EI Toyonal
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Music
400 Block Moraga Way
Loud Noise
10 Block Patricia Rd.
Public Nuisance
Orinda Way
Avenida De Orinda/Orinda Way
10 Block Corte Holganza
Vandalism
30 Block Oak Rd.
Other
Failure To Obey
Inbound Wilder Into Resd
Camino Sobrante
Eb Sr 24 At Pleasant Hill Rd, Laf
Sr 24 At Fish Ranch Rd
Warrant Arrest
Coral Dr./Moraga Way
Orinda Way
60 Block Brookside Rd.
Camino Sobrante
Miner Rd./Camino Lenada
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Student-athletes from 30 schools shine at
Acalanes’ Special Olympics event

... continued from Page Al

Sophomore Miles Black-
hart and junior Alexandra
Van De Poel are the two lead-
ership students who were put
in charge of the meet. “I really
love hanging out with the spe-
cial education kids on cam-
pus,” Van De Poel said. “I was
a volunteer last year and this
was an opportunity for me to
lead and do something that I
felt was meaningful.”

Both put in a lot of time to
make certain everything was
set up correctly. “The past
couple of months, we've been
dedicating every class period
to just organizing the different
aspects of the event and mak-
ing sure that we wouldn't be
rushing into things at the last
minute,” Blackhart said. “It's
been a lot of work, but it's
definitely been worth it.”

The leadership class is in-
volved in many other causes
like blood and clothing drives
within the community, but the
Special Olympics is most im-
portant to Van De Poel. “It
stands out because we involve
a number of other schools
with their special education
programs and when they con-
tinue to come back to
Acalanes, it means that we did
a good jobh.”

Hayley Takeshima, a
sophomore volunteer, sees the
event as a way to create a
bond within the Acalanes
community but says it’s also
deeper than that. “It’s also the
interconnection between all
the schools that come to the
Special Olympics,” Takeshima
said. “It’s being able to create
new bonds and seeing new
faces and getting to know
them. As the host school, we
get to be around people that
need to be celebrated for their
incredible athletic perfor-
mances and by volunteering I
can help do that.”

Parent volunteers Yanni
Rho and Melissa Chen learned
of the need for volunteers in
the parents’ newsletter. “This
is a nice way for me to give
back to the community,” Chen
said. “I love the fact that
Acalanes was hosting this for
so many schools and students
so that they could compete in
sports and have fun doing it.”

Rho echoed those senti-
ments: “I believe that it’s criti-
cal that students with special
needs be able to participate in
these types of events and it’s
something that called to me.”

Mariia Petukhova, the
special-ed teacher at Acalanes,
appreciated the support she
gets from the school.
“Acalanes has been great
about mainstreaming our stu-
dents,” Petukhova said. “We
have two classes, and they
were all very excited about
this event. They prepared a lot
by playing the Kahoot game (a
game-based learning platform
designed for students to cre-
ate, share, and play) and they
watched a lot of videos and
participated in United Sports
(a program that provides stu-

Photos Jeff Heyman

dents with disabilities the op-
portunity to play a variety of
sports alongside students
without disabilities).”

This was the first time at
the event for Bergen Wood-
berry and her 8-year-old son,
Alex, who is a student at the
Wagner Ranch School. “Alex is
really excited to be here,”
Woodberry said. “Alex is a
great runner and swimmer
and has been practicing a lot.

' We're just happy to be here

and see what it’s like and get
the feeling of it. For me, it’s
just so inspiring to see all
these kids and to have the
whole community come out
and support them is really
wonderful.”

For Max Nunez, a senior
at Acalanes, it was his first
time participating in the Spe-
cial Olympics. “It’s been a lot
of fun and I've done a lot of
practicing,” Max said. “I’ll be
in a running event and also
the jumping event.” Max was
true to his word as he won the
100-meter dash running past
his father Mauricio, who was
proudly videotaping the
whole race.

Besides the joy, pride and
satisfaction that the student-
athletes get out of participat-
ing in the Special Olympics,
Walton’s desire is that the stu-
dents all gain a new viewpoint
after witnessing the effort put
forth by these special student-
athletes: “The students in my
class and the many volunteers
who aren’t in the class don’t
get any prizes or awards.
What I hope they get out of
this is to see that these oppor-
tunities can exist for all, and
they can make a great day for
a set of marginalized kids that
don’t always get the same op-
portunities as they do. I hope
that they can carry that per-
spective with them every sin-
gle day because we have 24
Acalanes students who com-
peted here today, and my
hope is that they have that
that same spirit and bring it to
campus every day.”
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TREE SCUILPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE

Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <+ Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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MOVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECGIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

placitg fuinitard, ing op kilchen, eegaraning cosils, cegboards 38 dramidrs

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988
for Cutstanaling hellp@carefreamoves net
Woman-Owned Small Business Wi carefreamoes net

Lafayette plans response to HCD

... continued from Page A2

Council briefly discussed
if a letter from the city attor-
ney in defense of the final HE
draft they present would pro-
tect the city from future legal
action that might be taken;
not by HCD, but by other in-
terest groups objecting to spe-
cific new development pro-
jects. Elrod said it will be dis-
cussed by staff, but predicted
“it is not really worthwhile
because the HCD is what it is”
and a letter might even stall
the certification process.

Discussion about the im-
pact of using SB9 as a tool to
address HCD’s “missing mid-
dle” comments showed it
would not be helpful, but
other opportunities to develop
housing strategically are pos-
sible. Examples include multi-
unit projects on corner lots,
sections of streets instead of
entire streets zoned for multi-
family units (sometimes
known as spot zoning), or

modeling after other cities
with overlay districts for de-
velopments designated for
faith-based housing or other
specific categories. Staff will
bring their findings for realis-
tic options after more re-
search is conducted.

Public comments primar-
ily focused on specific find-
ings in HCD’s response, new
and existing ADUs and how
best to track their number
and usage, cooperation with
neighboring cities to solve
housing cost and availability
problems, and a list of policy
ideas to support the city’s ef-
forts from board members of
Inclusive Lafayette. (An ad-
dendum to the online staff re-
port includes a letter from In-
clusive Lafayette.)

In a separate letter from
HCD dated March 16, Elrod
said it was stated that only
HCD has the authority to
deem whether or not a city’s
HE is in substantial compli-
ance, despite case law and

state codes to the contrary.
She said an attachment to the
draft HE submitted by the city
stated at length how Lafayette
was in compliance, but HCD
had declined accepting those
statements. Although she said
there are no specific dead-
lines for completion of revi-
sions to the draft HE, Elrod
confirmed that Lafayette
plans to complete the re-
quired rezoning by Jan. 31,
2024, regardless.

Council closed the discus-
sion by asking if time could be
saved by making policy
changes rather doing further
analysis. Elrod said the city
may certainly need to add or
change policies, but HCD has
asked explicitly to provide
more analysis and the request
must not be declined. If addi-
tional staff or staff hours must
be added to complete the re-
search and revision work
ahead, staff will bring the
matter to council for
approval.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

ALNU[T{ :ICIREEK

DERMA O G Y
Healthier Skin Lies Within

www.walnutcreekderm.com

925-391-9439

Pediatric and Adult Patients.
Same day appointments available.
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Lamonnda Sunrise

Rotary

Every Friday, 7 - 8:15 a.m. Lafayette Veterans Memorial Building
OR Zoom Link at https://lamorindasunrise.org/speakers

May 2023 Weekly Speakers

May 5 - Club Assembly. A discussion of our clubs strategy, what we are
doing and what we would like to do in the future.

May 12 - Rebecca Heisman - Flight Paths; How a group of quirky pioneering
scientists solved the mystery of bird migration.

May 19 - Community Update: Supervisor Candace Anderson

May 26 - Mary Crowley of the Ocean Voyages Institute speaks about the
clean up effort in the Pacific
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LIVING TRUST
*895

* Trust Agreement
COMPLETE

* Pour Over Will
Valid until June 7, 2023

* Guardianship of Minor Children
FREE

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski

* Power of Attorney for Finance

* Transfer of Real Property
» Advanced Health Care Directive

INITIAL

CONSULTATION Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

925-377-0977
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Moving beyond labels & stigma during
Mental Health Awareness Month

By Sharon K. Sobotta

Many Bay Area fans of the JV
show on Wild 94.9 have been
through a roller coaster ride of
emotions this spring. Many be-
came concerned when JV (Jef-
frey Vandergrift) started talking
about his physical and mental
health challenges while coping
with Lymes disease last year.
Concerns grew when Vander-
grift detailed his challenges on
air on Feb. 23, and went miss-
ing that same day. On March
23, Vandergrift’s body was dis-
covered near Pier 39 in San
Francisco, confirming what
many suspected but didn’t want
to believe — that Vandergrift
was in fact dead.

Reports confirmed that no
foul play was involved, but
stopped short of naming suicide
as the cause of death. However,
JV’s public discussion about his
struggles with depression and
his online account of his suicide
ideation and a 2021 attempt
that resulted in him being
placed on a 5150, involuntary
hold, have raised speculation
that suicide may be the cause of
death.

Kelechi Ubozoh, a co-editor
of “We’ve Been Too Patient:
Voices from Radical Mental
Health” and a survivor of sui-
cide attempt(s) says one of the
best ways to cope is to talk.
“When we witness famous peo-
ple dying by suicide, especially
people we perceive to have it
all, it can feel unsettling and
shocking,” Ubozoh says. “Peo-
ple think talking about suicide
causes suicide which is a myth
and one of the reasons the topic
remains taboo.”

Ubozoh recalls her own
struggles with mental health
which piqued after she lost her
grandmother when she was 13
and resurfaced again a decade
later when she was assaulted.
“When I was struggling the
most, I looked great on the out-
side. People don’t ask people

who are smiling what’s wrong
or check on them. (Let’s) let
(this latest loss) be an invitation
to have a conversation with our
loved ones.”

If we can get beyond get-
ting caught up on the techni-
calities of a particular diagno-
sis, Kelechi says it leaves room
to focus on holistically caring
for the impacted person. “What
if we cared for mental health in
much as we cared for physical
health and showed up with
dinner or a casserole to remind
the person in crisis they’re not
alone? Ask open ended ques-
tions (affirming) that you won’t
try to fix or judge someone. (If
you can, offer to) take one thing
off (the person’s) plate.”

Ubozoh put on a happy
face and pushed through her
diffficulties. She went to jour-
nalism school and did her best
to keep smiling until she was
sexually assaulted at the age of
23. “I started feeling like I
wanted to die and I reached out
for help,” Ubozoh says. “The
moment I said suicide, I was
shut down. People think that if
you’re feeling suicidal, you can
just go to a therapist because
maybe you’re too sick. A few
days later (after unsuccessful
attempts to get help), I tried (to
take my life).”

Today, as a woman in her
30s Ubozoh is in a different
place. She’s clear that suicide
ideation isn’t something that
she is forever cleared from or
something that can be over-
come. Rather, it’s something
that she’s learned to cope with
when or if those feelings arise.

“(I've given up on the slo-
gan that it gets better and em-
braced this). Something is going
to happen again as long as
we’re on the earth. (But I get to
decide) how I'm going to deal
with it. 'm going to include
people. 'm going to have a
community. I'm going to in-
clude people that help me. I've
healed how I respond to life.”

A version of the holistic
care that Ubozoh describes is
starting to show up in schools
across the state. The Lafayette
School District is an example of
a place that pivoted from a
model of having shared coun-
selors that traveled between
the multiple school campuses to
a place of having a counselor at
each school.

Rachel DeChristofaro is a
counselor at Lafayette Elemen-
tary School, where she says she
supports both students and
parents. On a given day,
DeChristofaro may drop into a
classroom to demonstrate calm
down and de-stressing tech-
niques with children, hold a
support group for students
struggling to maintain friend-
ships or cope with anxiety and
have individual support in the
form of play, coloring, making a
navigation plan for a successful
day and make rounds during
recess. What does this have to
do with education? A lot! The
children DeChristofaro sup-
ports range in age from 4 to 12
and they’re dealing with anxi-
ety, worries and fears of not fit-
ting in or feeling like they don’t
belong.

“If a student isn’t able to
regulate emotions, express how
they are feeling or de-escalate
(a tense situation), it can impact
academics, the classroom and
peer interactions,” she says.
“The better we feel mentally,
the more opportunities this can
create for students to have a
positive learning environment.”

Something that Ubozoh,
DeChristofaro and possibly
even Jeffrey Vandergrift, if he
was still here to weigh in,
would likely agree on is this:
people of all ages and stages in
life need support and a safe
place to land. If you or someone
you love needs to talk through a
mental health crisis or is expe-
riencing suicide ideation, you
can call 988 for support.

WE DID IT!

of wilderness for your exploration and enjoyment.

JMLT

=JOHN MUIR
LAND TRUST

Heartfelt thanks to everyone in the Lamorinda community who generously donated to the Campaign to
Save Harvey Ranch. With your help, these pristine 126 acres forming the backdrop to Saint Mary’s College of

California have been permanently protected as wildlife habitat and as a new gateway to thousands of acres

Special thanks to a single anonymous donor for their extraordinary $1 million match gift, the Gordon and

Betty Moore Foundation for a $550,000 grant, and the Town of Moraga for a $250,000 contribution.

Harvey Ranch is the latest in a string of successes including Carr Ranch, Painted Rock, and Hamlin Nature Park. Time and again

the residents of this beautifully scenic corner of the East Bay have shown their love for the places that make our region so special.

Harvey Ranch will be open to the public on May 7th. Go for a visit! Info at jmlt.org.

= HARVEY RANCH

Protecting the places that make the East Bay special - 925-228-5460 - jmlt.org - info@jmlt.org
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Asia’s Pacific Rim

Chorale. Chamber Ensemble & Cantare Youth Choirs

Directors: David Morales, Julie Havdon & Conway Tan-Gregory

The

Equine support for people
affected by dementia at Xenophon

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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sun. May 21, 2023 | 4pm
skyline High School Auditorium
12250 Skyline Blivd, Oakland, CA
Genaral: 520 | Student: $10
Family: 540 (up to & peopie)

Jeal Wall Youth Orchestraded by Vietor Sin
Emece: Wendy ToKuda

Tickets: cantareconvivo.org, 510.836.0789 or »»
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Xenophon participants work closely with horses from the

ground.

Submitted by
Laura Vyda

A little-known gem of a pro-
gram for people living with
memory loss or a diagnosis
of dementia and their care-
giving loved ones will take
place in Orinda at Xenophon
Therapeutic Riding Center
this April and June.

Serene, scenic, and safe,
Xenophon is home to eight
special horses trained for
therapeutic work. While it is
best known for its life-
changing workshops for chil-
dren with a range of disabili-
ties, the stable also offers
free-of-charge workshops for
people with dementia and
their family care partners.

The workshops do not
require previous horse expe-
rience and do not involve
riding; they take place on the
ground, not in the saddle.

Xenophon staff member
Tineke Jacobsen describes
how the program invites
participants to increase sen-

sory awareness and become
attuned to the horses and, in
so doing, learn new ways to

relate to themselves and each

other. The workshops, she
says, can be transformative
for participants who over-
whelmingly report reduced
anxiety and better engage-
ment and connection as a re-
sult of the experience.

“People will experience
connection in a way that is
highly gratifying and less
stressful.

"Participants let go of
unproductive interactions
such as micromanaging and
instead relax and go with the
flow. They will find new
ways to have fun and enjoy
things together,” said Tineke.

The workshops are the
brainchild of Nancy Schier
Anzelmo, MSG, and Paula
Hertel, MSW, co-founders of
Connected Horse, leaders in
the field of equine-assisted
support for people affected
by dementia.

People affected by mem-

Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors ® Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Initial Consultation
Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

ory changes and dementia
often struggle with depres-
sion, anxiety, and a sense of
disconnection. Feelings of
isolation and hopelessness
are also common for care
partners. Schier Anzelmo
and Hertel recognized the
value of early interventions
and the importance of sup-
porting the relationship be-
tween the person living with
memory changes and their
primary care partner, and
they understood the power of
horses.

Says Co-Founder Paula
Hertel, “This program en-
ables people to move past the
rigidly defined roles of a de-
mentia patient and a care-
giver and learn to be in the
moment and live again.” www.amabilemusic.org

Alma, who attended a San Francisco & Moraga
Connected Horse workshop ’-
with her mother, who was
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s
Disease, said, “As the ability
of my mother to communi-
cate reduces as her disease
progresses, these lessons
help me understand that
there will always be connec-
tion. Verbal interaction is not
always necessary for deep
and meaningful
interactions."

Penny Sinder facilitates
Connected Horse workshops
at Xenophon. “Change hap-
pens when people relax and
can pay more attention to
their senses. There was a
gentleman who had a hard
time getting out his words. It
was the third session. He was
hand grooming the horse,
and then he looked at me,
and he said, ‘I think he likes

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,

pLAMOR T NTIA
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

AU OLOGY

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com
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Contact us for a trial
lesson today!

(925) 376-6328

mail@amabilemusic.org

C?f AMABILE
SCHOOL OF MUSIC

Piano, Violin, Voice, Guitar, Ukulele, Clarinet, Saxophone & Drum

it'— as clear as a bell. It still -
gives me goosebumps. His
wife was standing on the E 0 n 5 guv ato r
other side of the horse. She
Char S mopepiew oo =yibiy mall rpfirvs 1 JOEF mit by el

looked up, it was a second

that touched her heart. Not
every experience is as dra-
matic, but we’ve had many

B Femgh g Jopasly gy ppien!

3—week session June 1 Eﬂi-ﬂﬂth*

instances where either it's an ELEPE futicen:
aha moment for the care W ses Etl'l
partner, or the person living 2 eek sion '{IEE!?I'II ?“_I 2

with dementia can see, “oh
look, I can do that.”

For more information
about the upcoming work-
shop series at Xenophon
Therapeutic Riding Center,
Session 1: April: 26, May 3, 10
and Session 2: June: 6, 13, 20,
27 please call Xenophon at
(925) 377-0871.

s e e | e e T r—

Surprisingly great rates

right around the corner.

Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc
Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124

1 Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm
Evenings & Weekends by Appt
Hablamos Espafiol

I'm your one-stop shop for the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.’

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm  underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm’

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878
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Spinach and tomato combine for the perfect side or salmon topper

Spinach & Tomato Topper

By Susie Iventosch

I've always been a huge fan of
creamed spinach — any way
shape and form, and this fun
and fresh version, made with
cherry tomatoes, onions, gar-
lic and grated Pecorino Ro-
mano cheese, is a healthier
no-cream version. We origi-
nally made this recipe with
heavy cream, and loved it, but
it was really rich. So the next
time, we omitted the cream
and instead added Boursin
cheese and really enjoyed it
that way too, but still wanted
something less rich. So, fi-
nally we decided to try it us-
ing only broth and wine. This
recipe is the latest rendition
and we are really happy with
the results. You can serve it

Photo Susie Iventosch

as a side dish or as a topper
for fish, chicken, or even por-
tobello mushrooms.

If you've ever sautéed
spinach, you know how much
it reduces as it cooks. It seems
like you have a mountain of
spinach, but by the time you
finish sautéing it, it’s barely
an ant hill! So we started with
a full pound of raw spinach
and still, it only served four
people. This topper is not re-
ally saucy, but rather more
like a veggie sauté, and if you
want it to be more of a sauce,
you can add more broth as
you go. Also, if you like a little
more of the fresh green
spinach color, just barely
sauté the last bit of spinach
you toss into the pan and it
will stay more firm and
green, giving the topping a

nice color.

We topped salmon filets
with this the other day and
that was really delicious.
Simply grill or bake your
salmon and serve a big scoop
of Spinach & Tomato Topper
over the top.

Spinach & Tomato Topper

(Serves 4)
INGREDIENTS
Fish

4 salmon filets (approximately 1/2 1b. each)

Topping
3 thsp. olive oil
3 cloves garlic, minced

1 medium yellow onion, very thinly sliced
1/2 cup finely sliced basil leaves

2 thsp. minced parsley

20 (or so) cherry tomatoes, halved
1 Ib. fresh spinach leaves (I use the triple pre-washed

spinach)
3/4 cup white wine

3/4 cup chicken broth (or veggie broth)
3/4 cup freshly grated Pecorino Romano (or Parmesan),
reserve a couple of tablespoons for sprinkling over the top.

DIRECTIONS

Heat 2 tablespoons of the oil in a large skillet over
medium heat. Add garlic and sauté until just starting to
brown. Add remaining oil and the onions, and cook until
onions are translucent and just beginning to caramelize.

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our

website:

www.lamorindaweekly.com If
you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please
contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Stir in the basil and parsley and continue to cook for another minute or two. Add 1/4 cup of the wine, 1/2
cup of the chicken broth, and the cherry tomato halves, and cook for about 5 minutes over medium-low
heat. Add all but 2 tablespoons of the cheese and stir until melted. Begin adding spinach (a large handful
at a time), alternately with remaining wine and broth. The spinach will wilt as you add it. If you like the
topping to be more green, after the last handful of spinach, remove from heat immediately and it will

hold its color and shape a little bit.

Meanwhile, cook the salmon filets on the barbecue or in the oven until desired doneness. Spoon the
topping over the top of each cooked filet. Sprinkle remaining cheese over the top.

*Note — We place our salmon with the skin side down on a piece of foil. Grill over medium heat for
8-10 minutes, or until desired doneness. Remember every grill is different, so yowll have to cook
according to your own barbecue. Once the fish is done, remove the filet from the skin, leaving the skin on

the foil.

Hiring part-time college application readers

By Elizabeth LaScala,
PhD

With the recent surge in col-
lege applications, schools have
begun to outsource the work of
their admission counseling
staff (aka admission officers)
by hiring part-time application
readers. Colleges tell us that
this influx of part-timers is a
matter of necessity, butitis a
necessity in large part created
and greeted positively by col-
leges themselves.

How do they create these
surges in applications? First,
colleges send out tons of ‘spam’
to students encouraging them
to apply using the email ad-
dresses they purchase from the
College Board (makers of the
SAT) and ACT (makers of ACT
tests). In this spam, they com-
pliment the student’s achieve-
ments (without really knowing
anything of substance about
specific achievements), offer to
waive the application fee, and
utilize a variety of other ploys
to get students to apply. One of
these ploys is to inform stu-
dents that at their institution,
standardized testing is op-
tional. However, during the
height of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, many colleges became
test optional to help students
apply, and most of these col-
leges have continued their test

optional policies because they
worked! The pushiness of in-
stitutions to draw in applica-
tions is one of the reasons for
the surge in applications this
past cycle, and there promises
to be an equal or even greater
surge in the upcoming cycle.

As colleges continue to see
growth in the number of ap-
plications they receive, more
readers are needed to get
through the sheer number of
them, and most schools claim
they cannot afford to hire
more full-time admission offi-
cers. The University of Califor-
nia—Irvine, for example, ex-
pects to hire 200 part-time
readers for next year’s admis-
sion cycle; they hired 180 last
year. Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology expects to hire 60 part-
timers, while a decade ago
they hired as few as three.
These hires are external to the
school and may consist of for-
mer admission officers from
other colleges as well as others
in education, such as high
school teachers.

This hiring trend has been
met with controversy. Admis-
sion officers in favor of the
practice, argue that it allows
more applications to be read
and reviewed while still main-
taining the integrity of the
school’s evaluation process.
They point to the fact that

many schools employ a strict
training protocol for part-time
readers. Scott Jaschik at In-
sider Higher Ed writes, “At
University of Califor-
nia—Irvine, new part-time
readers first review 20 files
from the previous year with
senior full-time staff explain-
ing why students were admit-
ted or rejected. Then the new
recruits review 10 more appli-
cations and explain why they
would admit or reject them,
with senior staff reviewing
their decisions.” When the
part-time readers arrive at a
conclusion, they are taken as
recommendations rather than
de facto acceptances or rejec-
tions, with full-time admission
officers making the final call.
To avoid conflicts of interests,
part-timers also do not review
applicants from their school
district, nor do they know the
names of the applicants they
are reviewing.

However, some admission
officers, joined by other higher
education voices including
many independent educational
advisors, argue that the use of
part-time readers may prevent
all applicants from getting a
fair shot at admission. They
also worry that the practice is
becoming increasingly com-
mon, and some are concerned
about the transparency of the

process — applicants do not
know whether their applica-
tion is being reviewed by an
admission officer or a part-
time hire, and they certainly
do not know how and how
well the individual was
trained. The University of Cali-
fornia system’s process may be
the gold standard in training
part-time readers, but that tells
us little to nothing about how
private colleges and other
public university systems op-
erate. Additionally, despite the
claim that part-timers only
give recommendations, those
recommendations might come
shortly before the decision
deadlines, meaning that some
applicants may not have the
benefit of a review by full-time
staff. This could result in many
applications being reviewed
and decided on only by part-
time readers.

As it stands now, most ad-
mission officers seem to be in
favor of the process, trusting
that their school’s administra-
tion can hire part-time readers
that best suit the needs of the
school and avoid any bias in
the evaluation of applicants.
On the other side, many higher
education professionals, in-
cluding independent college
advisors are still on the fence
about part-time readers and
are calling for greater trans-

parency from schools who
adopt this practice.

Doing College and Beyond
College and Graduate School
Admissions Services

970 Dewing Avenue, Suite 202,
Lafayette

925.385.0562 (office)
925.330.8801 (mobile)
www.doingcollege.com
Elizabeth@doingcollege.com
Elizabeth LaScala, PhD, brings
decades of admissions expertise to
personally guide each student
through applying to well-matched
colleges, making each step more
manageable and less stressful. She
has placed hundreds of students in
the most prestigious colleges and
universities in the US. Elizabeth
attends conferences, visits
campuses and makes personal
contacts with admissions
networks to stay current on the
evolving nature of college
admissions. She and her
professional team offer resume
development, test preparation,
academic tutoring, value analysis,
merit and need-based scholarship
search and more.

Traditional dances performed during Miramonte’s SSWANA Festival

at the festival, called Devi Neeye Thunai,

By Emma Wong

At Miramonte’s Wellness Center, tradi-
tional Hindu dance group Kalanjali Dances
of India performed a Bharatanatyam-style
movement for the district’s South Asian,
Southwest Asian, and North African (SS-
WANA) Festival.

Organized by students Leila
Maboudian, Selma Ahmed, and Nilab
Ahmed, the festival was the first of its kind
to celebrate SSWANA heritage within the
Acalanes Union High School District.
Booths included traditional candies and
pastries, educational posters, language-
writing activities, and the hand decoration
art mehndi/henna.

Guided by instructor Kali Futnani, the
dance was performed in South Indian
Bharatanatyam-style. Traditional Indian
dances were banned and nearly lost as a
result of British colonialism in South Asia;
however, efforts to revive them led to a
successful resurgence. The act performed

Photo Emma Wong

centered on a narrative about Meenakshi,
a Hindu warrior goddess.

Miramonte freshman Trisha Praband-
ham was one of the dancers. “It was a re-
ally fun experience, especially since we
have another performance on April 30,”
Prabandham said.

“Dancing is a great way to learn more
about my culture on deeper levels,” Dublin
High School freshman and dancer Kiran
Nayyar said. “We learn so many different
stories that we're continuing to pass
down.”

The festival celebrated SSWANA cul-
ture in Lamorinda and also spotlighted ad-
versities that members of the group en-
counter. “We were proud to bring this fes-
tival to the campus,” Maboudian said.
“People were very respectful and made the
event enjoyable. Respecting SSWANA cul-
ture and acknowledging the challenges we
face can help people step into activism and
advocacy.”

Students Bela Patel and Kiran Nayyar perform at

Miramonte’s SSWANA Festival on April 14.
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Lafayette author discusses new book and contributions of

Chinese people in famous wine region

Submitted by
Laurelle Miles
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This is a free event, but
registration is required at
Tinyurl.com/sweet-May23. The
doors will be open at 6:30 p.m.
for coffee and treats and
Orinda Books will be selling
copies of the book after the
presentation. This program
will be presented in-person or
via Zoom livestream.

clusion Act hastened the de-
cline of local Chinatowns and
these once vibrant communi-
ties disappeared while the in-
dustries they helped to foster
flourished. Join John Mc-
Cormick and Lafayette City
Council Member Wei-Tai Kwok
as they uncover the forgotten
contributions of the Chinese

neighborhoods in towns
throughout the Valley. These
contributions did little to deter
discrimination and Anti-
Chinese Leagues sprang up to
harass and intimidate immi-
grants like Chan Wah Jack,
who ran the successful Sang
Lung store in Napa’s China-
town. In 1882, the Chinese Ex-

people in California’s most fa-
mous wine region as part of
the Sweet Thursday Author Se-
ries at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 11
in Don Tatzin Community Hall
at the Lafayette Library where
McCormick will also discuss
his book, “The Chinese in Napa
Valley: The Forgotten Commu-
nity that Built Wine Country.”

Chinese laborers were once
the backbone of Napa Valley.
Throughout the 1800s, they
toiled in the grape fields, hop
farms, leather tanneries, and
laundries, and carved out

‘Swan Lake’ comes to the
Orinda Library Auditorium

Orinda Ballet Academy’s spring pro-
duction, “Swan Lake and Contemporary
Dances," will offer three performances
at the Orinda Library Auditorium May
19-21. The academy had planned to
perform this program back in spring
2020 before the COVID shut down. Di-
rector Patricia Tomlinson noted that
while she was “super sad” to have had
to close down that performance during

the pandemic, “we are happy to be re-
viving it with a beautiful cast of stu-
dents and guest artists.”

“Swan Lake” was last performed by
the Academy in 2013. This years’ guest
artists performing along with the
Orinda Ballet Academy students are
Jackie McConnell, Christopher Dunn
and Maurice Monge.

—Sora O’Doherty

Standing, from left: Sadie Elkind, Phoebe Higgins,
Maya Elkind, Emily Charo, Bailey Brothers, Ella
Pierce, Amy Li, Chloe Sabo-Nichols; kneeling:
Gianna Galando, Mia Jeric, Ava Allaire

Photo Patricia Tomlinson

Eagle Project benefit
concert held to replace
stolen musical

instruments
Submitted by Stephanie Becker

FWSF Odyssey of the Mind team heading
to World Finals

— Isaac Reader-Taatjes, and Diego

] " Aguilar. This is the team’s first
year working together, and they
are proud and excited to have ac-
complished so much in their very
first season.

In Odyssey of the Mind, teams
of students choose one of five
possible problems, then work to-
gether for months to create a “so-
lution” that takes the form of an
eight-minute skit presented to the
judges at the tournament. One of
the most unique aspects of
Odyssey of the Mind is that all as-
pects of the solution — script, cos-
tumes, props, scenery, technical
elements, and more — must be en-
tirely devised and created by the
students. “No outside assistance”

For Jack Becker’s Eagle Project, he is organizing a bene-
fit concert for the Oakland School for the Arts. “Re-
cently, I learned that they had a robbery and over
$25,000 worth of musical instruments were stolen,”
Becker wrote in a letter to fellow Troop 246 members.
“As a musician myself, I couldn’t imagine how I would
feel showing up to class without the trumpet I have
been playing since elementary school.” The benefit
concert, which will take place at 3:30 p.m. April 30 in
the Orinda Library Auditorium and feature the jazz
students from both the Oakland School for the Arts and
Campolindo High School, will help replace the stolen
musical instruments and also raise funds to help the

school upgrade the security of instruments in their mu-
sic room. Admission is free with a donated instrument
in good working condition or $20 for adults and $10 for

is the phrase to remember!
The FWSF team tackled a
problem called “The Walls of

Troy,” which required that they
create an original story with the
theme of using creativity to over-
come obstacles. Their solution
has ties to Greek mythology (in-
cluding a character from Homer’s
Iliad, a Greek chorus, and an ani-
mated statue from the Odyssey),
but the team gave it their own
creative twist.

The Odyssey of the Mind
World Finals will take place in
late May at Michigan State Uni-
versity in Lansing, Michigan.

students. “I hope you and your families can attend,” -
Becker said. Volunteers on the day of the event will help
set up, check people in, clean up and possibly help
clean donated musical instruments. To learn more
about the Oakland School for the Arts,

visit: https://www.oakarts.org. Concert tickets can be
purchased at: http://oakarts.tix.com/

Photo provided

global competition that chal-
lenges teams of students to de-
velop creative solutions to com-
plex problems without any adult
help. Team members are Anshika
Salgia, Avery O’Connor, Chiara
Poletto, Elle Johnson, Emma
Howe, Laurel Reader-Taatjes, and
Narayani Chandra. The team is
sponsored by the Financial
Women of San Francisco (FWSF),
and coaches are Nicole Reader,

Submitted by
Seema Jain

A team of seven middle school
girls from Lamorinda recently
placed second in the Odyssey of
the Mind Norcal State Tourna-
ment and is now on the way to
the next level of competition: the
World Finals.

Odyssey of the Mind is a

Commumty Service: we are pleased to
make space available whenever possible for some of Lam-
orinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Sub-
missions may be sent to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Classified « Classified « Classified  Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified

Structural Repairs

Local male small business own- Since 1989 - .
er would like to rent a roomin a Alameda Engineering Custom Quality Fencing gge::jle:l::dlslzafc\ef IRRIGATION REPAIR
house/condo. Prefer very quiet DRAINAGE SYSTEMS N o TSMLL Yg\zRSD7(éI_7E?;\J4l;P
‘:g;’;rk‘:r‘g;g‘jéﬂigzﬁ rfg:a" RETAINING WALLS : E._ect,ica., plumbing, concrete, Lo
FOUNDATIONS . 1925-938-9836 driveways &more...
UNDERPINNING |- oo uogneo orc
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS |:Sogr encre IR M Plmbing

Drainage Systems

510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors

* RV Gates
* Trellis and Arbors

= > ¢ Sl
4%  Ken’s Rototilling & Lic. # 562641 ;Retaining Walls i Py
. . . * Insurance orm repairs ] (]
k Drainage Systems | alamedaengineering@comcast.net , rm Tep Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Landscaping alameda-engineering.com licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491 Repair . Restore » Revamp

« French Drains Installed Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

WE HOP TO IT!
(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

$21 per 1/2" classified ad height.

Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Lamorinda Weekly

is an independent publication for the residents of Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda, CA.
25,000 printed copies; delivered to homes in Lamorinda.

Jon Kingdon; sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Digging Deep: Cynthia Brian; Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
Food: Susie Iventosch; suziventosch@gmail.com

Contact us:
Letters to the editor (max 350 words): letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Delivery issues: homedelivery@lamorindaweekly.com

Event listings: calendar@lamorindaweekly.com Contributing Writers:
Business press releases: storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com Conrad Bassett, Sophie Braccini, Diane Claytor, Jenn Freedman, Moya Stone, Margie
General interest stories/Community Service: storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com Ryerson,

M.D. Jones, Linda Fodrini-Johnson, Elizabeth LaScala, Lou Fancher, Sharon K. Sobotta,
Elaine Borden Chandler, Ashley Dong, Jim Hurley, Casey Scheiner, Toris Jaeger
Photos: Tod Fierner, Gint Federas, Jeff Heyman

Layout/Graphics:

Andy Scheck. Printed in CA.

Mailing address:

Lamorinda Weekly, 1480 Moraga Road STE C #202, Moraga, CA 94556

Phone: 925-377-0977; email: info@lamorindaweekly.com website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com

School stories/events: storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Sport events/stories/pictures: sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Publishers/Owners:

Andy and Wendy Scheck; andy@lamorindaweekly.com, wendy@lamorindaweekly.com
Editor: Jennifer Wake; jennifer@lamorindaweekly.com

Sports Editor: sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Advertising: 925-377-0977, Wendy Scheck; wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

Staff Writers:

Vera Kochan; vera@lamorindaweekly.com,

Sora O’Doherty; Sora@lamorindaweekly.com,



Page: B4

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, April 26, 2023

‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

Valley Art Gallery announces
new exhibition, "Art Sparks,"
through May 13. Free, open to the
public, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday, 1661 Botelho
Drive, Suite 110, Walnut Creek,
www.valleyartgallery.org; (925)
935-4311

East Bay Open Studios annual
event May 13-14 and 20-21. Over
180 participating artists studios
throughout Alameda and Contra
Costa County. Free and family
friendly. Daily art walks, artist
talks, live art demonstrations.
Music and more!
ebos@oaklandartmurmur.org

Art Exhibition at The Holton
Studio Gallery. Moraga resident
Paul Kratter: View Through The
Trees New Landscape Paintings.
May 6 through June 10, Reception
for the artist on Saturday, May 6
from 1 to 4 p.m. The Holton Stu-
dio Gallery, 2100 Fifth Street,
Berkeley.
www.holtonframes.com
/artist/paul-kratter/

Art Gallery at the Orinda Li-
brary: Ekphrasis Author & Artist
Reception Saturday, May 6, 3-5
p.m. Ekphrasis is a Greek word
defined as writing that describes
art; the curators say art can de-
scribe writing. Over 100 paired
writings and visual artworks are
on display. Authors have written
responses to original visual art-
work; visual artists have created
artwork in response to writings.
Enjoy light refreshments in the
Garden Room as well as author
readings and projected images in
the Auditorium. Visit https://lam-

orindaarts.org/ekphrasis/ for
more information.

Virtual Art Gallery at Wilder:
Paintings by Mary Claire Stotler,
April 29 to June 3. View her work
in this virtual solo show online at
https:/lamorindaarts.org/online-
galleries/. “For me abstract
painting is a combination of
memories, imagination, and a bit
of my soul,” she wrote on her
page on the Valley Art Gallery
website (https://valleyartgallery.
org/artist/mary-claire-stotler/), “I
start with a design concept in
mind, but it is just the beginning
of this emotional journey that
evolves on the canvas.”

Music

Pacific Chamber Orchestra an-
nounces new 2023 season begin-
ning with Refreshing program at
7:30 p.m. May 20 at St Stephens
Episcopal Church in Orinda. Im-
merse yourself in refreshing
English works such as Franz
Joseph Haydn’s “London” Sym-
phony. Revitalize your soul with
George Frideric Handel’s Water
Music Suite, composed for King
George I to celebrate the Thames
River. Appreciate the bold, ro-
mantic power of Sir Edward El-
gar’s May Song and Love’s Greet-
ing, to appreciate a composer
who helped spark a renaissance
of English music. Delve into Gor-
don Jacob’s Little Symphony
redolent with England’s own
form of musical expression.

“Fresh Inspirations,” conducted
by California Symphony’s Music
Director Donato Cabrera, will be
presented Saturday, May 20, 7:30
p-m. and Sunday, May 21, 4 p.m.

at the Hofmann Theatre at
Lesher Center for the Arts, 1601
Civic Drive, Walnut Creek. A 30-
minute pre-concert talk and Q&A
led by Cabrera will begin one
hour before each performance.
Information and tickets ($49-$79)
are available at
CaliforniaSymphony.org.

Special Musical Event at Town
Hall Theatre, Lafayette. Get
transported back to mid-1900s
Paris through the evocative songs
of Edith Piaf on Saturday May 20.
Town Hall Theatre will be host-
ing SonoMusette, featuring na-
tive Parisian singer Mimi Pirard
as they perform Edith Piaf: Be-
yond Paris Skies.
www.townhalltheatre.com/
beyond-paris-skies

The Diablo Symphony and
guests Brian Rice and the Berke-
ley Choro Ensemble play music
from Brazil on May 14 at 2 p.m.
at the Lesher Center for the Arts.
The program includes the pre-
miere of Felipe Senna's Concerto
for Pandeiro and Orchestra,
Clarice Assad's "Brazilian Fan-
fare," and a screening of Charlie
Chaplin's The Adventurer with
Darius Milhaud’s “Le Beeuf sur le
Toit.” Advance tickets are avail-
able at the Lesher Center box of-
fice (925) 943-7469 or online at
www.diablosymphny.org

Join us for an evening of music
and celebration at the Stanley
Jazz Café at 6 p.m. Friday, May 12
at Stanley Middle School. Free to
all. For more info, please contact
dalianishimori@

gmail.com. Among the musical
highlights of this year’s Jazz Café
are student ensemble perfor-

mances of such classic songs as
Frank Sinatra’s “Fly Me To The
Moon,” Bill Withers’ “Lovely Day”
and Art Blakey’s “Moanin.”

Volti presents Sounds and
Shadows on Saturday, May 13,
from 7 to 9 p.m., at St. Paul's
Episcopal Church - Walnut Creek,
1924 Trinity Avenue, Walnut
Creek. Volti concludes its season
with a diverse program of
groundbreaking new choral
works including a world pre-
miere commission by Mark
Winges. Free. For more info, see
www.VoltiSF.org or call (415) 771-
3352 or email info@VoltiSF.org.

The April Sweet Thursday Au-
thor Series invites the commu-
nity to join us on Thursday, April
27 at 7 p.m. in the Don Tatzin
Community Hall at the Lafayette
Library to hear Vanessa Hua, au-
thor of “The Forbidden City,” dis-
cuss her book. Attendance is free,
but registration is required at
tinyurl.com/sweet-apr23.

Join the Sweet Thursday Author
Series at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 11
in Don Tatzin Community Hall at
the Lafayette Library to hear
John McCormick discuss his
book, “The Chinese in Napa Val-
ley: The Forgotten Community
that Built Wine Country.” This is
a free event, but registration is
required at Tinyurl.com/sweet-
May23. The doors will be open at
6:30 p.m. for coffee and treats.
This program will be presented
in-person or via Zoom
livestream.

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org
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JUR SAVIOR'S
UTHERAN CHURCH
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10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

Lamorinda’s Religious Services
ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/
WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

mvpe
JOIN US
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM

OR ONLINE AT MVPCTODAY.ORG

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
In-Person & Virtual service Sun. at 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us

TOGE

Lafayette-Orinda

Presbyterian Church

You are invited to join us!

AWELCOMING #+ LOVING

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
ma [ EARNS, GROWS, AND SERVES

THER.

A9 Knox Dirmie & Latapette, CA

LOPC.ORG

\

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Sunday 10am in person worship
We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.

Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms everyone
on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

Other

Moraga Community Faire & Car
Show Saturday, April 29, 11 a.m.-4
p-m. Annual family-friendly event
put on by the Moraga Chamber of
Commerce, showcasing live music
and performances; a beautiful car
show; robust Kid’s Zone with
games, animal interactions and
BIG wheels; an Artist’s Alley; Food,
Wine and Beer and many inter-
esting booths to tour! Rheem
Shopping Center, 580 Moraga Rd,
Moraga. CommFaire@gmail.com
www.moragachamber.org/
communityfaire/

The Junior League of Oakland -
East Bay (JLOEB) invites families
to Touch a Truck at Balestrieri
Family Farm, Briones. Touch a
Truck is a hands-on family event
that provides the opportunity for
kids to explore vehicles of all
types, including public service,
emergency, utility, construction,
landscaping, transportation, de-
livery, and just plain cool or
unique trucks — all in one place!
There will also be live music,
wine tasting, food trucks, crafts
and a raffle of exclusive goodies.
For more information visit
www.jloeb.org/truck. Location:
Balestrieri Family Farm 6140 Al-
hambra Valley Road Briones
April 29 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30
p-m. Low-sensory hour 1:30 to
2:30 p.m. $15 Kids; $20 Adults.

The Lafayette Hillside Memor-
ial Board invites you to a Com-
munity Conversation. We will
share a short history of the site,
talk about the current and shift-
ing situation and hopefully re-
ceive information from you that
will help us move forward. If you
have feelings about the Memor-
ial, we hope you will engage in
this process. Thursday, May 11, 7
to 9 p.m. Please join us via ZOOM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
4137479233. www.lafayette
hillsidememorial.org

Farewell Celebration for St.
Mark’s Nursery School on Satur-
day, April 29 from 10 a.m. until 2
p-m. After 61 wonderful years, St.
Mark's Nursery School in Orinda
is closing its doors. Please join us
in saying farewell. Bring your
families, take one last spin on the
monkey bars, and enjoy some
treats with us!

Stamp Out Hunger Letter Car-
riers Food Drive Saturday, May
13. 31st anniversary of one of
America's great days of giving -
the National Association of Letter
Carriers Stamp Out Hunger Food
Drive. Participating in this year's
Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive is
simple: Just leave nonperishable
food donations in a bag by your
mailbox on Saturday, May 13,
and your letter carrier will pick it

up.

Lafayette Nursery School’s 46th
Annual Science Day of Discovery
on May 6, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Make
a volcano explode, shoot a rocket,
make slime, dig for dinosaur
bones and test your senses! Ex-
periments are designed for chil-
dren preschool age through third
grade. It’s a great experience for
the whole family. Proceeds are
donated to a local math or
science-based charity. Cost: $5
per child. Lafayette Nursery
School, 979 First Street, Lafayette,
(925) 284-2448,
www.lafayettenurseryschool.org

The Lamorinda Wine Growers
Association (LWGA) will com-
memorate and celebrate the an-
niversary of the recognition of
Lamorinda as a distinct Ameri-
can Viticulture Area (AVA) with a
return to public in-person wine
tasting event. The tasting event is
on May 7, from noon to 5 p.m. at
Wine Thieves, 3401 Mt. Diablo
Boulevard, Lafayette with food
trucks at site. Tickets start at $35
can be purchased through
https://tinyurl.com/LWGAMay7

The Rotary Club of Lafayette
presents Concert at the Res! Sat-
urday May 20, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Lafayette Reservoir on the Rotary
Stage. Free live music with Big
Band of Rossmoor, Acalanes High
School, Stanley Middle School,
Edna Brewer Middle School -
Oakland, Roosevelt Middle
School - Oakland. Food & raffle
tickets. Support Lafayette schools
and Rotary projects!

Please submit events to:
calendar@lamorinda
weekly.com
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Lamorinda Tennis — success in competitive league

L —
Miramonte’s Gavin Dille

By Jon Kingdon

As with all of the spring sports,
the Lamorinda tennis teams
have been at the mercy of the
weather. “With eight missed
practices, practice matches and
regular matches having to be
rescheduled, getting ready for
the season becomes difficult
when you only have a couple
of weeks to prepare,” said
Acalanes head coach Rick
O’Brien. Still, Acalanes (8-1),
Campolindo (7-2) and Mira-
monte (6-3) have been very
strong in league play as they
are all positioning themselves
for the post-season DAL
tournament.

Acalanes

With a roster that was pri-
marily made up of underclass-
men last season, O’Brien has a
strong returning team this
year. “The character of our
team shows in its improve-
ment from last season,”
O’Brien said. “Many of them
played in tournaments, went to
clinics, took lessons, and came
back playing a lot better than
they did last year. We have a
big upper class with eight se-
niors and juniors on the team
this year, so we had some con-
tinuity from last year which
has helped the team chem-
istry.”

The singles players are led
by seniors Tyler Toni, Zach
Snyder and Aaron Brown, ju-
nior Tucker Brewer, and
sophomore Nick Owens.
“Tyler has been our number
one singles player but missed
some time with a pulled ham-
string and has just returned to
action and is playing very
well,” O’Brien said. “Owens has

Photo Jon Kingdon

stepped up to play number one
when Tyler was out, and he’s
been a rock. Brewer really im-
proved a lot, playing number
three after playing sixth last
year. Zach’s primarily dedi-
cated to singles and Aaron has
been switching back and forth
in singles and doubles and
they’ve both been really valu-
able to the team.”

The doubles teams are still
in flux as O’Brien is still work-
ing on coming up with the best
pairings on the team: “Our
most established doubles team
right now is sophomore
Sammy Foster and junior Will
Lofting who have played to-
gether the longest. Aaron
Brown has been a key doubles
player along with Kaya Hoe-
berechts, Riley Bonner, James
Cortez, and Ben Reinsberg. At
this point, it’s playing the pairs
that have been the best to-
gether at practice.”

O’Brien has a roster of 20
players this year, two more
than normal with an eye to the
future. “I did it on purpose be-
cause we need to develop
players for next year,” O’Brien
said. “I'm looking at freshman
Andrew Zheng and Saaj Shah
who will be our mid-pack
players next year, so we need
to work them. We also have 21
players on the JV team and I'm
confident that if they continue
to improve, they will also move
over to varsity as sophomores
next year.”

Miramonte

Head coach Andrew Lee
feels the Matadors are in a
good position as they are fin-
ishing up their regular season.
“We are where we should be,”
Lee said. “We’re in a tough di-

vision with Acalanes, Cam-
polindo, Northgate and we are
all fairly equal teams.”

Freshman Lucca Zamani
has stepped in as the team’s
number one singles player.
“Lucca has made a big differ-
ence for the team and cush-
ioned the blow of losing our
top four singles players to
graduation,” Lee said. “He
missed some playing time but
is healthy now and will be
playing in the big matches for
us. Lucca also competes in
USTA weekend tournaments
and does get to compete
against the top No. 1 players in
our league, really enjoying be-
ing with his teammates and
I'm looking forward to him
playing for Miramonte for an-
other three years.”

The next three singles
players are Will Stokes, Aaron
Lee, and Cameron Berg. “They
all moved up two to three spots
this year and are all solid play-
ers,” Lee said, “Gavin Dille and
Jonah Ellis who were a strong
doubles team last year have
been filling the fifth and six
spots.”

The doubles teams are in
flux as Lee is still looking to
find the right combination led
by Ryan Myers, Evan Mishkin,
Ryan Gardner, and Gunther
Uriarte among other players
that have been rotated in the
doubles. “The weather was a
real disruption with the loss of
practice sessions and the
rescheduling of matches,” Lee
said. “We’re having a week
where we are going to have to
play four matches.”

With all of the weather is-
sues, the senior captains Lee,
Stokes and Myers have been
strong leaders. “When we
could not practice due to the
rain, they would lead the
group on a mile run on the
track,” Lee said.

Campolindo

Having lost only four se-
niors from last years team,
Campolindo is still a young
team. “We have four seniors
and a lot of juniors on our ros-
ter of 18 players and some of
our top players are freshman
and sophomores,” head coach
James Scott said.

The Cougars singles are led
by two sophomores in singles,
Kiumars Koopah and Edgar
Alford. With freshman Linus
Wirstrom and senior Jake
Hammerman it has been a
successful group so far. “Kiu-
mars is our number one sin-
gles player and Edgar stepped
up to the number two spot,”
Scott said. “Linus is playing
fourth which a big spot for a
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freshman and he has been a
very good addition to our team
and Jake is the only senior that
we have in our top six singles
players.”

The doubles teams have
played well as a group. “Our
doubles teams have been very
strong this year with two ju-
niors, James Martin and Aditya
Kapur, playing number one
and have won all of their
matches this season,” Scott
said. “Our number two dou-
bles have been two seniors,
Tyler Panos and Ivan Zemsky,
and they’ve won all their
matches as well so far. Our
third doubles team has a new

player, junior Luke Yan, and
Viggo Wirstrom has also
played very well.”

Scott appreciates what it
takes to win the division, in
anticipation of the post-season
tournament: “We are in a
league that has a number of
strong teams where all the
teams in our league could beat
anybody on any given day so
there is a lot of competition.
For us to win the league and
move on, our doubles teams
have to stay strong like they’ve
been all season and we’ll get
some wins in our singles as
well putting us in a good posi-
tion to be successful.”

Tradition continues at the 53RD Annual
Bob Warren/Charlie Eaton Invitational

¢ 3
Photo www.alexandramathiss.com

Long distance runner Logan Farzan

By Jon Kingdon

Thirty-one teams and over 500
track athletes descended on
Acalanes High School April 14
and 15 to compete in the 53rd
annual Bob Warren/Charlie
Eaton Invitational track meet.
Unlike a regular meet, there
are no divisions. It's an open
and the athletes are seeded,
trying to get as many kids as
they can to set their personal
records. Everyone's in a heat
competing against runners
whose times are very close to
theirs so that everyone has the
best chance to run faster than
they did the last time.

Acalanes

The Dons have
had a lot of suc-
cess so far this
season. “The
strength of the
team is due to the
number of re-
turners we had
this year; we
didn’t lose any-
body,” head coach
Joe Escobar said.
“We’re very strong
in the sprints,
jumps and throws
| and we have a lot
of freshmen I'm
excited about. It
also helped that
most of our kids do
other sports like foot-
ball, girls’ basketball and boys’
and girls’ soccer.”

Leading the boys’ teams
have been Paul Kuhner
(sprints), Kyle Bielawski
(sprints/L]), Luca Mathias
(sprints), River Lockwood
(sprints/hurdles) and Alex Va-
sicek (shot and discus).

The girls’ team has been
led by Carly Youn Harriman
(sprints/H]), Portia Seymour
(sprints/H]/T]), Natalie Lyons
(Long jump), Tori Hyatt
(sprints), Sophia Chinn
(sprints/hurdles) and Appollo-
nia Walton (shot/discus).

Leaders at the meet for
Alameda were Benjamin

Brekke (1st in 1600 meters and
4th in 800 meters), Logan
Farzan (1st in 3200 meters),
River Lockwood (2nd in 110
hurdles), Kyle Bielawski, Luca
Mathias, Trevor Rogers and
Ethan Torres (2nd in 4x100
relay),

... continued on Page C2

FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

_F' ‘.1 'ij.,.q'l -‘l;!! i\-‘ qi' ]
I"-.ISTH.L.E_I:IR K.'E"JIN "-.-'IJ".E"" HEp".:' F,_,EITEL"'.LL I:-D-"'.C- -
AT CANPOLIMCO G SCH20L
GRADES 5 — 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE

DATES: July 10-14 & July 17-21 TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.
FEES: $500 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION GO TO: cougarcamps.com

HIGHLIGHTS:

and Potentially Other Prizes!

Low Camper to Instructor Ratios
e Excellent Training Facilities

2023 CAMP INFORMATION:

GENDER: Boys
USSPORTSCAMPS.COM

MIRAMONTE HIGH SCHOOL
NIKE FOOTBALL SKILLS CAMP

¢ Nike Sports Camp T-Shirt, Wristband, Sticker,

Professional Instruction from Jack Schram & Staff
Daily Training to Develop Speed, Strength and Agility 4
Non-Contact Drills and Scrimmages ;

June 12-15,2023 TIMES: 9:00am-12:00pm
PROGRAMS: Football Skills AGE GROUP: 9-14

Head Coach: Jack Schram

Questions? Call us! 1-800-NIKE-CAMP

Allights reserved. Nike and the Swoosh design are registered trademarks of Nike, Inc. and its affiliates, and are used under license.
Nike is the title sponsor of the camps and has no control over the operation of the camps or the acts or omissions of US Sports Camps.

SCAN TO
SECURE
YOUR SPOT
TODAY

FOOTBALL *EST 1969

MOL Football is a local youth Flag Football league for boys
and girls in 3rd through 8th grades. All games are played

Saturdays in the Fall at JM. All 3rd and 4th grade games are
played in morning so there is no conflict with LMYA soccer.

Registration opens
May 15th at 9am online at
www.molfootball.org.

In prior years, registration has filled quickly, so please be
sure to register your player early to guarantee your spot.

Now acce ti stratlons'
W Pe& !
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Registration is open for our
Summer Day Camp
Boys and Girls 6U-14U
DATES: July 10-July 14, TIME: 9:00AM-2:00PM
COST: $450.00

= e o

Character. Competition.
Discipline. Fun.

Full gear is required. Please bring water and sunscreen
https://lamorindalacrosse.leagueapps.com/camps/3809022-2023-summer-camp
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Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OM08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

State Farm

1606040 Bloomington, IL

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

SH

:n'. A good neighbor
! has your back.

Life’'s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

Complete Auto Repair
State of California

Brake, Lamp &

Smog Station

shon
5 1L |

Moraga

irstscom

Member of Moraga
Chamber of Commerce

PMAKE LIFE EASY
SHOP LOCAL

SR CHP AN A P ST DR

MORAGA RETREAT

MORAGARETREAT.COM

CARE HOMES
residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, resident-centered care
private yooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to detail

(925) 376-2273

A48 BRAGE BEx. SUATE §

CONTS B Orsen
T ] Rl iy S

(OEYy 432028
www LAnpacC Com

925-377-0977

(Rheem center-across from -
the Post Office)

o

377-6020

WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

www.lamorindaweekly.com

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

Moraga’s Premier Salon

Wednesday, April 26, 2023

P MORAGA

OFFICIAL
BRAKE
ADJUSTING
STATION

LAMP
ADJUSTING
STATION

OPEN -Call today!

all safety protocols in place

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Moraga
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center,

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Moraga
(925) 388-1040

www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com

Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

$50 off for new clients

Hall of Taxes

Over 30 years experience
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and
small businesses.

M- EAT QA0 -3PM
GLIN 1OAM-4FM

Service and Repair

Foreign and Domestic

Business of the Year

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on @’7
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center 5"

Professional Automotive E_, F“‘x_,? ; l

a h,
2016 Moraga Small g R
530 Moraga Rd. ® 925-376-0692 D30 Cg

Www.moragamotors.com Draaa

OF oG
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PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

o P T o 1 E

¢ Eye Disease Diagnosis

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.

¢ Comprehensive Vision Testing

e« Specialty Contact Lens Care
« Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses
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Long jumper Natalie Lyons
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Lockwood, Colin Glick, Jacob
Boselli, and Tyler Hunt (1st in
4x400 relay), Torres (2nd in
long jump), Andrew McKenzie,
Christopher Copeland, and
Justin Zegarowski (3rd, 4th and
5th in triple jump), Megan Yee
(1st in 800 meters), Portia Sey-
mour and Carly Young Harri-
man (tied for 3rd in high jump),
Osanna Deng (3rd in pole vault).
Miramonte

Miramonte alumnus and
head coach Andrew Lewis is
also familiar with this meet,
having graduated in 2015 and
was a distance runner.

“We’ve had a good season
so far,” Lewis said. “We have a
lot of people on board really
early, starting workouts in Jan-
uary, so we got a good, strong
start and the team has been
putting in a lot of great individ-
ual performances on the dis-
tance side throughout the
season.”

Junior Asher Patel, who had
a great cross-country season, is
the Matadors top runner. “Last

High jumper Portia Seymour

year Asher ran a 4:18 in the
1600 meters and this year he
has improved to 4:14 at the
Stanford Invitational,” Lewis
said. “He’s gotten healthy and
has been able to be more con-
sistent in training this year.”

Grace Bell and Victoria
Chatter have been the top run-
ners for the girls’ team. “Grace
has had some of her best marks
this season and she’s hoping to
advance to the Tri-Valley finals,”
Lewis said. “Victor is our 100-
200-400-meter runner. She went
to the state meet last year and
she’s having another great
year.”

Ravi Sandhu and Jessica
Youn were both undefeated in
the pole vault and each won
again with Sandhu reach 12°0”
and Young 9°0”.

Bell would finish second at
Acalanes with a 5:36.22 in the
1600 meters and freshman
Alana Jardine would finish in
sixth with a time of 5:49.01. Lo-
gan Letulle finished third in the
3200 meters with a time of
9:55.06.

Campolindo

With the exception of the
pole vaulters who competed at
Acalanes, the majority of the
Cougars track team competed in

Photo provided

the Mt. Sac Invitational in Wal-
nut, California. The leading pole
vaulters for the girls were De-
laney Joyce and Sarah Worster,
with both reaching 7°0”. Fresh-
man Malik Li led the boys with
a personal best of 9°6”.

“For the boys’ team, our
sprinters Josh Meyers, Garrett
Nelson, Brendan Commerford,
and Kyle Fossen have been re-
ally strong for us,” said assistant
coach Andy Lindquist. “Those
four are on our 4x100 meter re-
lay and they've all been running
impressive times in the 100 and
200 as well. Josh broke the 53-
year-old school record in the
100 meters earlier this year.”

The distance runners are
led by Alex Thomasson, Alex
Lodewick, Blake Webster and
Conner McGhee. At the Mt. Sac
Invitational, the team finished
seventh in the 4x1600 relay and
set a new school record. The
girls won the 4x1600 relay with
Ellie Buckley, Shea Volkmer,
Quinn Guthrie, and Kate
Kabenina.

“Pinkie Schnayer did well
in the shot (33’) and discus
(1171°2”) and Mari Testa, is a re-
turning state finalist in the 100-
meter hurdles and has also
been running in the 100 me-

Photo www.alexandramathiss.com
Hurdler River Lockwood

ters,” Lindquist said. “Earlier
this year Mari set a school
record time of 11.99.”

The original name of the
meet was the Foothill Athletic
Relays. It was intended to be a
floating meet among all the
schools and was meant to be
used as a fundraiser with the
money to be divided by all of
the schools that competed. At
one point, the meet had been
held at Miramonte and
Campolindo.

Tim Bruder, who was the
head coach at Alhambra High
School took the meet over but
soon discovered that it could
not be held at Alhambra so at
that point, Acalanes agreed to
hold it at their facility, and it’s
been there ever since the late
1980s.

The responsibility for run-
ning these meets has fallen
upon Coach Escobar who was in
charge of every aspect of the
meet. Escobar, who graduated
from Acalanes in 2010, was a
sprinter for the track team.
Without missing a beat Escobar
has picked up the torch, appre-
ciating the responsibility of
continuing the standards set by
those that came before him.
“It’s a legacy that I take very se-

riously, and I want us to put on
a meet that you want to come
back to every year,” Escobar
said. “Even with 30 volunteers,
plus a staff and 10 coaches, it
took a lot of work to set up all
the seeding, scheduling and
vendors along with all of the
things that go into putting on a
successful meet.”

The first coach to run the
meet at Acalanes was Charlie
Eaton followed by Bob Warren.
Manny Myers, who was third in
line after Warren, appreciates
how special this meet had be-
come: “I taught and coached at
Acalanes in the 1990s and was
witness to the standards that
Charlie and Bob had set. Charlie
was one of the great names in
track at the high school level
and the naming of the meet
originally honored him alone.
When he retired in the 1960s,
Bob took his place, and it was in
1995 when his name was added
to the meet next to Charlie’s.”

The Acalanes track is
named after Warren, an
Acalanes graduate who was a
teacher and coach for 35 years.
“Bob was well deserving of
having his name next to Char-
lie’s,” said Myers. “He was
Charlie’s acolyte and continued
in the same vein where coach-
ing was kid-centered and track
and field was basically your
next class. It was more than just
an activity; it was a place that
you still taught things.”

For Myers, the tradition
that was passed down from
coach to coach has been a key
factor in the success of the meet
down through the years. “It’s
the coaching lineage we’ve
had,” Myers said. “Charlie gave
it to Bob; Bob gave it to me, and
I gave it to Joe. Charlie and Bob
were exemplary in that they
were about the kids and learn-
ing about life through track.
Track is a sport but there were
things that they taught about
morality and humanity. Giving
back was always a part of what
they believed in.”
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Spring sojourn
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Red tulips in Prague, Czech Republic
By Cynthia Brian

“Every spring is the only spring, a perpetual as-
tonishment.” ~ Ellis Peters

My legs feel like jelly and my back is break-
ing. And the pain is not from gardening. It is
from walking an average of 10 miles per day on
cobblestone streets, up steep hills, down into the
woods of national parks, and climbing medieval
stairs to fortresses and castles throughout my
springtime journey to the former Eastern Bloc
countries of Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, the
Czech Republic, as well as Croatia and Serbia.
Besides learning more about the history, cul-
ture, customs, people, and food, I was on a quest
to identify the botanical specimens that we have
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Photos Cynthia Brian
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Tulips and white pansies in Belgrade, Serbia Forsythia grows throughout the region.

in common.

The original weather reports indicated mild
temperatures, but a cold front suddenly ap-
peared broadcasting freezing winds, rain,
snowfall, and overcast gray days. Locals blamed
the meteorologic conditions on climate change
and global warming. Yet Mother Nature
earnestly wanted to birth spring in a magical
awakening from its winter slumber. The rich
soil of these European countries provides a
foundation for a variety of plants and trees,
many of which are familiar to Californians.

Each country has a special association with
a specific flower. During the Ottoman conquest,
tulips were brought to these countries and
tulips were blooming profusely in every land.
Hungary claims the tulip as its national flower.

Home to diverse wildflowers, including the
Pasque flower, a harbinger of spring, Croatia
calls the Dalmatian iris its own. The national
symbol of Serbia is the plum tree, which was in
full bloom throughout the country. Their na-
tional drink, éljivovica, is made from plums. In
Romania a wild climbing rose called Rosa Can-
ina is utilized for both health and drinking and
the purple Carpathian crocus is the first sign of
spring. Bulgaria is the world’s leading producer
of rose oil used in perfumes and cosmetic prod-
ucts. The roses were not yet in bloom, but the
bushes were filled with buds. I was compelled
to purchase rose oil which is supposedly excel-
lent for skin revitalization.

... continued on Page D8



VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#0 1390784

COMING SOON

44 Oak Rd, Orinda

1.";'. = 1]

]

Epic Ultra Modern Home
Experience the unique advantage of being the first occupant
of this newer completed home with ultra-modern &
high-tech style sure to impress.

Luxury living at its finest!
Offered at $2,778,000

il L

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2023 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 4 $1,075,000 $1,995,000
MORAGA 3 $750,000 $1,805,000
ORINDA 8 $1,050,000 $3,700,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
682 Glenside Drive, $1,075,000, 2 Bdrms, 956 SqFt, 1925 YrBlt, 03-07-23
3497 Moraga Boulevard, $1,186,500, 3 Bdrms, 1420 SqFt,
1939 YrBlt, 03-17-23, Previous Sale: $350,000, 05-18-99
3841 Palo Alto Drive, $1,995,000, 4 Bdrms, 2237 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 03-17-23
1004 Woodbury Road #101, $1,450,000, 2 Bdrms, 1495 SqFt,
2015 YrBIt, 03-17-23, Previous Sale: $1,000,000, 12-22-20
MORAGA
1965 Ascot Drive #7, $750,000, 3 Bdrms, 1236 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 03-13-23,
Previous Sale: $570,000, 07-09-21
3912 Campolindo Drive, $1,805,000, 3 Bdrms, 1808 SqFt,
1972 YrBlIt, 03-16-23, Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 08-25-16
166 Cypress Point Way, $1,549,500, 2 Bdrms, 1444 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 03-07-23,
Previous Sale: $775,000, 10-24-16
ORINDA
46 Camino Sobrante, $1,975,000, 4 Bdrms, 3137 SqFt, 1926 YrBlt, 03-16-23
98 Estates Drive, $3,310,000, 4 Bdrms, 3033 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 03-13-23,
Previous Sale: $1,506,000, 03-03-17
16 Evergreen Drive, $1,620,000, 5 Bdrms, 2430 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 03-17-23,
Previous Sale: $912,500, 04-24-13
24 Jack Tree Knolls, $1,685,000, 4 Bdrms, 2385 SqFt, 2014 YrBlt, 03-09-23
2 Orchard Court, $1,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 1623 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 03-06-23
245 Orchard Road, $1,770,000, 4 Bdrms, 2383 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 03-14-23,
Previous Sale: $1,218,000, 10-19-16
20 Rabble Road, $3,495,000, 4 Bdrms, 4096 SqFt, 2014 YrBlt, 03-17-23,
Previous Sale: $2,245,000, 05-07-14
118 Sleepy Hollow Lane, $3,700,000, 4 Bdrms, 4003 SqFt,
2017 YrBIt, 03-17-23, Previous Sale: $2,800,000, 11-09-17

DREAM BIG HOMES

Thinking of moving?
Your home deserves to look its best.
Ask us about our Compass Concierge Program.

DreamBig Homes Team | DreamBig.Homes DreamBlg with Us
Peggy Whalen DRE 00686588 | 925.212.1900
Mary Arnerich-King DRE 01419839 | 925.872.7975 C @ MPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. California License #
01991628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1997075, 1935359, 1961027, 1842987, 1869607, 1866771, 1527205, 1079009, 1272467. All material pre-
sented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in
price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements
and square footage are approximate.
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ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

CHRISTINE WRIGHT

925.285.5336

DRE# 01896147

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884
DRE# 02047712

JILL BALAZS

925.804.0200
DRE# 02038791

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

& o

4067 HAPPY VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $8,849,000
J. DEL SANTO/T. FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

NEW PRICE

3369 N. LUCILLE LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,295,000
K. BRICKMAN & K. WOOD | 925.351.5049

=i g S,

3746 MEADOW LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $3,950,000
JULIE DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

SOLD OFF MARKET

1225 TULANE DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $1,850,000
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

LORI LEGLER MATT MCLEOD

d

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

RACHEL DREYER

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

COMING SOON

212 CAMINO SOBRANTE, ORINDA
CALL FOR INFORMATION
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

JUST LISTED

1990 ROBIN RIDGE CT., WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,200,000
RUTH EDDY / JAKE ADAMS | 925.788.5449

PENDING

205 FERNWOOD DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $2,550,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

110 WAYLAND LANE, ALAMO
SOLD FOR $3,350,000
RACHEL DREYER | 415.990.1672

COLOMBANA
GROUP

o

1

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

JUST LISTED

<l

9 RANCHO DIABLO ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,495,000
LAUREN DEAL | 925.876.4671

2229 PTARMIGAN DR., #2, ROSSMOOR
OFFERED AT $775,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

26 WILLOW AVENUE, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $1,375,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

2489 ENCINAL DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $1,250,000
RACHEL DREYER | 415.990.1672

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260 DRE# 01320608

SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

KAAREN BRICKMAN

=l -

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768
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The Real Estate Quarter in Review

By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS-T; Li-
censed Real Estate Broker

The first quarter of 2023 began with a slower
pace in activity on the residential side of
Lamorinda real estate than previous years.
Demand remains high but the supply has
continued to be low. The closings that oc-
curred, for the most part, came from proper-
ties that went under contract in late Novem-
ber to late February.

The average sales price has remained
strong so far this year in Lafayette, Moraga
and Orinda despite an increase in mortgage
interest rates. The days on market remained
short and the homes that had multiple offers
were plentiful.

Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors
statistics reported from Jan. 1 through March
31, 2023, only 35 single family homes closed
in Lafayette. There were 66 in 2022 and in
2021 there were 76. Sales prices ranged
from $999,000 to $5.375 million and the av-
erage number of days on market was 27. The
average sales price was $2,059,520. A year
ago it was $2,954,570, which was in part due
to a couple of homes that sold for prices as
high as $12 million. In the first quarter of
2021 it was $2,062,932.

In Moraga, there were 13 single-family
closings, versus 26 in the year ago first quar-
ter and well below the 39 in 2021. Prices so
far this year have ranged from $1.3 million
to $2.725 million. The average sale price was
$1,964,615, a drop from the record first
quarter in 2022 of $2,350,260. In 1Q2021 it
was $1,800,433. The average marketing time
was 34 days — up from six days in 2022 and
15 days in 2021. This change is due to three
houses that took over 80 days to sell.

In Orinda, the number of single-family
closings was 28, versus 54 in 2022. Sales
prices ranged from $1.05 million to $3.7 mil-
lion with an average price of $1,919,205. In
the first quarter of 2022 it was $2,268,258. In
2021 it was $2,021,192. It took an average of
40 days on the market to sell a home versus
16 days on the market to sell a home in
Orinda in 2022 and 28 days on the market in
2021.

In the first quarter of 2023, Lafayette
homes sold at an average of $812.92 per
square foot, a drop from $989.08 per square

foot in 2022. Moraga came in at $840.12 ver-
sus a year ago when it was $901.87 per
square foot. Orinda was at $773.00. One year
ago it was $858.69.

Again, as the number of closings in the
first quarter contain a much smaller sample
size, these numbers are different and can be
affected by just one or two closings at the
high end or the low end.

In the condominium/town home cate-
gory, Lafayette had six closings reported to
the MLS. They ranged from $705,000 to
$2.405 million. Moraga again had seven
ranging from $410,000 to $1.585 million.
Orinda had two — both on Brookwood Road
at $572,250 and $580,000.

As of April 14, 2023, there were 38 homes
under contract per the MLS in the three
combined communities (a year ago it was 94
and in 2021 it was well over 100) with asking
prices of $899,000 to $4.3 million. This again
points to the lack of supply of homes that
have hit the market since the middle of
February.

Inventory is at 64, comparable to the 60 a
year ago and 62 at this same point in 2021.

There are 30 Lafayette properties cur-
rently on the market versus 22 properties on
the market in April, 2022. Asking prices in
Lafayette currently range from $839,000 to
$8.849 million. In Moraga, buyers have
their choice of 13 homes, down from 14
homes at this time in 2022. The price range
is $599,000 to $2.598 million.

In Orinda there are 21 homes on the
market. One year ago there were 23. The list
prices range from $899,000 to $4.950 million.

There are no distressed (bank-owned or
short sale) properties available in
Lamorinda.

As is the case nearly every quarter, the
most active price range is in the more “af-
fordable” price ranges. At the high end, nine
homes sold above $3 million in the three
communities combined. The affordability
factor is subject to a lot of interpretation.
There are 12 currently available above this
amount in Lamorinda.

Interest rates have stayed above histori-
cal lows which have pushed some buyers ei-
ther out of the market or to lower priced
homes or out of Lamorinda. Relocation from
the corporate side has started to increase as
companies now want their employees to

work out of their destination offices versus
working remotely from their old locations.

Lamorinda continues to be attractive
with BART access and highly rated schools.
The real estate markets in Oakland, Berkeley
and Piedmont have continued to be active so
there has been some spillover effect where
buyers are willing to make longer commutes
in order to find more “affordable housing.”
Of course, Lamorinda and affordable hous-
ing is also subject to interpretation.

We also continue to see a lot of buyers in
Lamorinda being represented by agents
based in San Francisco and the Peninsula.
Prices there have been higher for many
years so many have sold there and bought
more house for less money in Lamorinda.

Lastly, it is important to look at what
homes are selling for versus their list prices.
On occasion, homes come on the market at
unrealistic prices and they do not sell. We
also are seeing more homes listed well below
true values so that it may encourage bidding
wars that sellers hope might generate a
higher overall sales price. In the first quarter
of this year many homes have had multiple
offers and have sold at or above the list
price.

Of the 35 single-family home sales that
closed in Lafayette in the first quarter of
2023, 22 sold at or above the list price. In
Moraga, 10 of the 13 sales sold at or above
the asking price and in Orinda, 14 of the 28
sold at or above the final listing price.

This will typically happen when a house
goes pending in the first two weeks on the
market. Of the 38 currently pending sales in
the three Lamorinda communities com-
bined, 26 went pending in 14 days or less.
The actual average days on the market would
be markedly lower but many agents are set-
ting up marketing plans where they market
the home to the public and to brokers and
follow with an offer date in a week or so af-
ter exposing the property to the mar-
ket—pointing to a high likelihood of a con-
tinued trend in homes selling above the ask-
ing price.

In the detached home category in the
first quarter of 2023, the average sale price
in Lafayette was just under 100% of the ask-
ing price. In Moraga it was 103.9% and in
Orinda it was 99.2% of the final asking price.



OPEN HOUSE
"SAT & SUN, 1-4.pm

1 Dos Posos, Orinda” =
5 Bedrooms + Office | 5.5 Bo’rhrooms‘. A
4320 Square Feet | .51 Acre y
Pool | Grassy Yard
Casita w/ Full Bath

Listed By:

Molly Smith, Amy Rose Smith & Shannon Conner
For More Information Contact Molly Smith
415.309.1085 | molly@mollyslist.com | ore01498053

1DosPosos.com

All information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed. ' ASSOCIATE S




Beautiful One-Level
Woodbury Condo

1002 Woodbury Rd #102, Lafayette
2 BEDS + OFFICE | 2 BATHS | 1495 SF
OFFERED AT $1,495,000

This rarely-available, ground-level end unit has no steps to

the front door, and features indoor/outdoor living at its finest.
This gorgeous condo includes an open kitchen/family great
room, office nook, interior laundry, wide hallways, tall ceilings,
hardwood floors, quality finishes, an attached garage, and

a convenient lock-and-leave lifestyle! Woodbury, Lafayette’s
premier condominium community, blends urban sophistication
with suburban ease and is conveniently located in the heart of
downtown, steps from the Lafayette Reservoir, BART, shopping,
and dining. This sought-after downtown location is also minutes
from top-rated Lafayette schools, commute routes and myriad
recreational activities.

Call me for details. -

COMPASS finolalellner

finolafellner.com | finola.fellner@compass.com | 925.890.7807 | DRE 01428834 REAL ESTATE

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.



COMING SOON - 8 FERN WAY, ORINDA

Prlvate Ormda Retreat lee the L1festy1e
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8 Fern » v a}fy Orlnda Nestled down a long driveway, this fabulous remodeled home

4 BED + OFFICE I > 5 BATH ideal for California’s indoor/outdoor living offers an open

floor plan, gourmet kitchen, spacious family room with easy
3313 SF I 0.67 AC access to the gardens, private primary retreat with a spa-like

bathroom and walk-in closet, gorgeous gardens and a large,

level lawn, mature trees, built-in fire pit, multiple patios and

spacious epi deck ideal for hosting family and friends. Close
Call me KSMQU P P . 9 Tamily and

to shopping, top rated Orinda schools, hiking trails, commute
for detalls. routes and BART.

finolafellner.com ﬁnOlafellner

finola.fellner@compass.com
REAL ESTATE
. | 925.890.7807 | DRE 01428834

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

COMPASS
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Spring sojourn

... continued from Page D1

The Czech Republic is home to a variety of spring- bloom-
ing flowers including crocus, tulips, and roses, and is
known for its spectacular display of cherry blossom trees
which create a stunning pink canopy over the cities and
countryside. Blooming tulip magnolia trees were in glori-
ous abundance, adding beauty to the already spectacular
architecture.

Bright yellow forsythia, called golden bells, was flow-
ering throughout the region, along roads, in parks, and in
forests. Forsythia is stoloniferous, which means when a
branch meets the soil it takes root to start another bush.
Part of the Brassicaceae mustard and cabbage family,
rapeseed/canola farms were ubiquitous as a prosperous
and financially lucrative crop. The rapeseed oil is used
for diesel fuel and other industrial processes and the edi-
ble variety produces canola oil. Many people have aller-

& gies to the flowers and don’t welcome the blanket of yel-

- low blooms. Living walls of exotic plants, many of which
we use as houseplants, were featured in several hotels
and restaurants in Hungary, Bulgaria, and the Czech Re-
public. Apple, pear, and plum trees were in full blush
’ ; throughout my sojourn, perfuming the chilly air.

e, e i W £ ",. T I was surprised to see “lawns” consisting of dande-
Rseren - A “==" " lions, which were very attractive with their edible greens.
Ll.'marla, alsc'a known as Anm'lal Honesty, in - pangiesina variety of colors and patterns dotted the
Djerdap National Park, Serbia landscapes. There were specimens for which I was unfa-

T % i i miliar and intrigued including the butter yellow puff
balls of the Kerria Japanese rose in Croatia, the Lunaria
dotting the hillsides in the Djerdap National Park in Ser-
bia, and the bright orange Crown Imperial perennial in
Croatia.

The Czech Republic enjoyed the most dramatic dis-
plays of horticultural bliss. The parks and squares were
filled with blossoming European crabapples, tulip mag-
nolias, and colorful tulips, as well as curated window
boxes of colorful hyacinths, primroses, forget-me-nots,
and other flowering bulbs.

My spring sojourn through Hungary, Croatia, Serbia,
Romania, Bulgaria, and the Czech Republic has been a
time of great beauty, wonder, and education. From deli-
cate wildflowers to bold and bright flowering trees, these
countries offered a stunning array of blooms, despite the
wintery weather.

It is with appreciation that I return to my gorgeous
garden in full bloom albeit overgrown with weeds. May is
a busy time in the garden, but with a little effort, we can
keep our plants healthy and thriving. Follow these tips for
gardening chores, and you'll be well on your way to a
beautiful landscape. With all the garden work ahead of
me, [ anticipate jelly legs and an aching back! Spring is a
perpetual astonishment and worth the pain.

.-.:.
=

Colorful pansies in metal umbrellas in

A lawn of dandelions, Snagov, Romania
Photos Cynthia Brian Vukovar. Croatia



Lamorinda Native.
Lamorinda Expert.

Selling local homes since 2003

I\ MICHELLE
] HOLCENBER

REALTOR

CB TOP 20 EAST BAY

www.holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
michelle@holcenberg.com

El COLDWELL BANKER REALTY | BRE #01373412

©2023 Coldwell Banker. Al Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System s
comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304

AGENT

BY SALES VOLUME

1 ! $80T\/IILLION

Contact Ann if you're considering
buying or selling a home.
415.999.0253
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com
annnewtoncane.com

Golden | Sotheby’s

DRE# 02084093. Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated. ate INTERNATIONAL REALTY

SORAYA GOLESORKHI
REALTOR

- "
, T T

3474 MORAGA BLVD., LAFAYETTE

My buyers had one of 7 offers and won this beauty
in the coveted Trail Neighborhood!

Beautiful home with ADU plus artist’s studio/office.
A needle in a haystack!
REPRESENTED BUYERS

1985 ARDITH DRIVE, PLEASANT HILL

Cozy and cute home needed a bit of TLC.
My team and | prepared it for market and made it sparkle!

The Seller was happy with the 8% over asking price received!
REPRESENTED SELLER

For a full-service, personal,
concierge-style experience, call me!

6,,“.{.__

Soraya Golesorkhi
925.808.8390
sg@sorayadhomes.com
sorayadhomes.com
DRE #01771736

COLDWELL BANKER i

5 Moraga Way, Orinda =
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Cynthia Brian’s Goddess Gardener May Gardening Guide

As the temperatures rise, our
plants need more care and
attention, so let’s get to work.

* WATER early in the
morning as the weather
warms to prevent
evaporation.

* WEED constantly before
weeds take over the garden.
Remove the entire root
system of weeds before
sowing the seeds you want to
grow.

*« PLANT warm-season
vegetables including
tomatoes, peppers,
cucumbers, eggplant,
zucchini, and whatever
edibles your family enjoys
eating.

* FERTILIZE your actively
growing plants with a
balanced fertilizer and follow
the instructions carefully.
Over-fertilizing can damage
your plants, so don't be
tempted to add more than
recommended. o Py
* IMPROVE the biodiversity tylip Magnolia,
of your soil ecosystem

through mulching and

composting. Spring and fall

are the ideal times to increase organic matter and humus content. Adding compost to your garden reduces the need for chemical fertilizers,
and allows the soil to hold water well which means less watering.

* PICK up the last of the spent camellia blossoms from your garden to protect your plant for next season.
* SWEEP debris from driveways, walkways, steps, and porches to freshen up for spring.

* BRIGHTEN your curb appeal with colorful annuals and perennials including petunias, zinnias, cleome, salvia, dahlias, snapdragons,
impatiens, and bachelor buttons.

» PREVENT pests. Keep an eye out for aphids, whiteflies, and other common garden pests. You can use organic pest control methods like
neem oil or insecticidal soap to keep them under control.

* EMPTY standing water from pots, tires, neglected ponds, pools, or any place where mosquito larvae will breed. With all the rain we’ve had
this year, mosquitoes could spread the West Nile virus and other diseases.

* CLEAR debris from your home and garden perimeter. Dried limbs, leaves, and weeds need to be removed. Fire season is upon us.

» VISIT the Be the Star You Are!® booth at the Moraga Faire on Saturday, April 29 between 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. to pick up a bag of
complimentary spring potpourri and have your kids plant seeds in our craft area. Bring your gardening questions and I’ll be there to answer
them. www.BetheStarYouAre.org/events

* DONATE your shoes: May 1-June 30: The Be the Star You Are!® charity Shoe Drive continues at these sponsored locations:
Mark Hoogs, State Farm Insurance, 629 Moraga Road, Moraga, 925-254-3344, www.TeamHoogs.com

* 5 A Rent-A-Space, 455 Moraga Rd. #F, Moraga, 925-631-7000, https://5aspace.com/

For more information, visit https://www.bethestaryouare.org/shoedrive

Prague Photos Cynthia Brian ~ Crown Imperial Plant, Karanac, Croatia
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Rapeseed/Canola farmland in Romania Photo Cynthia Brian

McDonnell \Q) Nursery

- s TER ]
shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

A European crabapple entices Cynthia Brian at
the base of Prague Castle

Raised in the vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New Flowers ¢ Trees ¢ Succulents POttGI‘y & Fountains
York Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality, .

speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder and Benches ® Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts e Jewe]ry
Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into .

Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at Garden Consultation

www.StarStyleRadio.com. Her newest children’s picture book,
No Barnyard Bullies, from the series, Stella Bella’s Barnyard

Adventures is available now at www.mcdonnellnursery_com
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Hire Cynthia for
writing projects, garden consults, and inspirational lectures. 196 Moraga Way . (92 5) 254-3713 - Open Wednesday - Sunday

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
http://www.GoddessGardener.com




+ LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

ORINDA

New Price!

121 Van Ripper Lane
County’s most stunning 1+ acre
estate setting! Gorgeous 5+ bd,
mid-century showplace artfully

$3,995,000

ORINDA

I R
New Lease!
649 Ironbark Circle
Beautifully remodeled 3 bd/ 2.5 ba
home in sought after Orindawoods

features hardwood floors, vaulted
ceilings & walls of glass!

$7,500/mo.

WALNUT CREEK

1682 Parkside Drive
Beautifully updated townhome in
Walnut Creek'’s Buena Vista
neighborhood features 2 bd/2.5 ba,
Ig living room & 2 amazing patios!

$780,000

o facebook.com/VillageAssociates
O twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

New Listing!

35 El Toyonal
Sharp 5 bd/4.5 ba, 3843 sqgft

craftsman-style home w/ incredible

spaces including office, wine cellar
& backyard oasis w/ pool!

$3,295,000

LAFAYETTE _

3243 Ameno Drive

Spacious 4 bd/ 3 ba home offers
spectacular view of light & clouds,
with panoramic views of Mt.

Diablo!
$1,725,000

WALNUT CREEK

Pending!

1881 Cannon Drive
Charming SkyWest dwelling
featuring 2 Ig primary bedroom
suites, fireplace & backyard views
of the pool & Mt. Diablo!

$738,000

ORINDA

224 Camino Sobrante
Classic 5 bd/3 ba home sits on a
.53-acre rare waterfront lot just
right for morning & evening strolls
around Lake Cascade & OCC!

$2,695,000
M O RA G A

12 Merrill Drive

Charming two-story 5 bd/ 3.5 ba
traditional home on just over a
half-acre in the prestigious Sanders
Ranch community!

$2,099,000
OAKLAND

8117 Skyline Blvd

Stylish, contemporary, light &
bright 3 bd/ 2.5 ba, 2081 sq ft
open floor plan. Not to be missed!

$1,275,000

ORINDA

37 La Madronal

Nestled among majestic oaks w/
picturesque views of Mt. Diablo
this property includes 3 bd/ 2 ba &
2427 sqft on a .25-acre parcel!

$1,450,000

WALNUT CREEK

i ||l ltl‘h

New Listing!

271 Montecillo Drive
Adorable farmhouse on flat .50
acre features 3 bd/2 ba in main
home + a 1 bed/1 ba en-suite
guest unit in Tice Valley!

$1,600,000
OAKLAND

438 W Grand Ave, #528

Amazing 2 bd/ 2 ba condo located
in the Broadway Grand Building in
the Heart of Uptown Oakland!

$759,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com

Sunday Open Homes

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Liz Gallagher
Claudia Gohler
Ari Hatton
Gillian Judge Hogan
Dexter Honens I
Christina Linezo
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Alexis Thompson
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392



