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Photo Jeff Heyman

Acalanes seniors enjoy spirited car rally prior to graduation

One particularly lively crowd of onlookers could be found in front of the
Roundup Saloon, the watering hole that is often Lafayette’s unofficial commu-
nity center. There, generations of relatives and friends of all ages whooped,

By Jeff Heyman

Hundreds of cheering supporters of the Acalanes High School Class of 2023,
many with air horns, balloons and colorful signs, lined Mt. Diablo Boulevard in
Lafayette on May 19 as a car parade of graduates slowly made its way through
the city’s downtown.

Dozens of elaborately decorated vehicles participated in the hour-long pa-
rade, which ran from 5 to 6 p.m., and has become a new annual tradition in
Lafayette. Making their way behind a Lafayette Police and Con Fire firetruck es-
cort, proud moms, dads and grads, some standing and waving to the exuberant

screamed, waved streamers, balloons and signs and let off ear-splitting air horns
as each car full of graduates passed. There could be found in the crowd a range
of cowbells to add to the joyous cacophony.

In return, the vehicles, many displaying the names of the grad and the uni-
versity that they will attend in the fall, honked their horns as the beaming grads
whooped and screamed back at the crowd, letting off their own air horns. All in
all, it was a very festive, very noisy celebration along Lafayette’s main thor-

crowd through car sunroofs, drove slowly up and down the boulevard.
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Lamorinda Weekly writer,
photographer win CNPA
awards

The California News Publishers
Association (CNPA) recently
announced winners of its 2022
California Journalism Awards, which
included a first-place award for
Lamorinda Weekly reporter Jon
Kingdon’s story, “Donna de Varona
Olympic gold medalist and Title IX
crusader,” and a second-place award
for the photo essay by photographer
Jeff Heyman, entitled “Season filled
with small town charm.”
Congratulations to our team!

Civic News A1-A10

oughfare in honor of Acalanes’s Class of 2023. (See the list of graduates from
Acalanes, Miramonte and Campolindo on Pages A9 and A10.)
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EBMUD presents council with update on
Lafayette Reservoir Tower

By Lou Fancher

The city council on May 8 heard an up-
date on the Lafayette Reservoir Tower
Seismic Retrofit Project. Presented by a
team of directors and engineers from
East Bay Municipal Utility District, di-
rector John A. Coleman said feedback
received from the council and members
of the pubic in response to the report
given in January was appreciated. He
and his department agreed with many
points concerning the tower’s aesthetics
and said the design team’s new ideas
had drawn inspiration from the com-
munity and had led to implementing
some of them in the updated designs.

Coleman emphasized that while
retrofitting the tower in such a way that
it fit into the aesthetics of the environ-
ment was vital, upgrades and changes
at the dam must always be enacted
without compromising safety.

EBMUD Engineering Manager Eliz-
abeth Bialek followed, reviewing the
functions and important features of the
tower. The overall facility has a “fair”

rating from the state's Division of Safety
of Dams (DSOD), largely due to the
tower that functions as a vital spillway
at the dam. However, studies conducted
in 2005 revealed the tower's extended,
above-water height, if left unaddressed
and subject to forces from a large
earthquake, could suffer damage or
complete structural failure. If damaged
extensively, the tower would not be
able to operate as a spillway or outlet
for the reservoir, especially during
heavy rainfalls.

Alterations to the tower proposed
in 2017 included some measures not
approved by DSOD and one, shortening
the tower, that did meet industry safety
standards. The designs for the short-
ened tower received significant push-
back from the council and the commu-
nity, mostly due to the possible loss of
the iconic “house” that had long stood
as an emblem for the city.  Lafayette
resident Matt Bertics, a structural engi-
neer who specializes in seismic design,
said in written public comment that he
supports EBMUD's decision to remove

C1-C3

the seismically deficient portion of the
tower, but believes a tall but light-
weight steel replacement tower that
honors the original iconic tower can be
designed.

Bialek emphasized that the man-
dated retrofit will ensure the dam and
the tower will remain viable in the
event of all situations, including a ma-
jor earthquake. She reviewed the cur-
rent seismic deficiencies: modeling and
comparative studies indicate a large
earthquake would bend and fracture
rebar in the tower and render it inop-
erable. A comprehensive study using
state-of-the-art finite element analysis
showed that reducing the height of the
tower to an elevation of 460 feet would
move the tower from a level of risk that
is presently “marginal” to a level where
failure was not a primary concern.

Additionally, a conduit retrofit she
described will provide improved safety
underneath the tower, with new steel
liners added to a 150 feet expanse of
the conduit downstream of the tower.

... continued on Page A2
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‘Detail’ design review of Pleasant Hill Road Pathway Project to
move forward

By Lou Fancher

During the May 8 Lafayette City
Council meeting, Engineering
Services Manager Matt Lut-
tropp gave an update regarding
the Pleasant Hill Road Center
Median Pathway and requested
authorization for staff to com-
plete the design with the
preservation of the dedicated
right turn lane and drop-off
area, per the city’s commitment
to Assemblymember Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan who helped se-
cure a grant for the project.

The purpose of approving
the design completion is not to
move into the construction
phase, Luttropp said, but work
toward having plans shovel
ready to be in the best position
possible to compete for future
grants. If the Terraces develop-
ment proceeds, additional op-
portunities may present them-
selves for extending the ex-
panded pathway through the
Terraces property and sepa-
rately, to downtown Lafayette
and the BART station.

In 2022, the city received
an earmark grant of $238,000
from the state of California to
fund a technical study and de-
sign work for the project. Lut-

tropp noted that Lafayette has
spent approximately $85,000 on
pathway consulting fees to

date. If a reallocation of the
funds is requested, the city may
have to absorb that $85,000.

According to Luttropp’s
staff report, the concept for the
pathway would eliminate gaps
and pressure points in the
transportation network in
Lafayette, allow pedestrians
and cyclists the ability to avoid
conflicts at the SR-24 on- and
off-ramps connecting to Pleas-
ant Hill Road, while providing a
direct connection to the Class I
Pathway along Pleasant Hill
Road south of Mt. Diablo
Boulevard to the Lafayette-
Moraga Regional Trail.

Two virtual public meet-
ings were held by staff in July
2022 and in March 2023, where
the revised traffic study and
the two technically viable
pathway configuration options
were reviewed and discussed.
Option 2, is the staff recom-
mended design alternative, in-
cluded a 10-foot-wide pathway
with 2-foot-wide shoulders and
staged pedestrian crossings,
and suggested a design involv-
ing widening Pleasant Hill Road
to the west, preserving the
dedicated right turn lane from

northbound Pleasant Hill Road.

A summary of the details in
the staff report available online
cover impacts on traffic, street
parking, bike lanes, sidewalk
widths, and a center median
pathway, the latter of which
was not supported by the ma-
jority of the public.

While acknowledging the
project is controversial and al-
tering existing road configura-
tions and traffic patterns in-
volves change and resistance is
high, Luttropp said staff be-
lieves the concerns have been
mitigated by design alterations.
Furthermore, the project con-
forms to the City Council's Vi-
sion Zero policy and provides a
viable pathway extension that
eliminates a gap in the pedes-
trian and bicycle network.
While receiving a number of
additional suggestions from the
public, he said staff believes
that further study is unlikely to
produce meaningful alterna-
tives other than those that have
already been provided.

Questions from council
first concentrated on the center
median design and its safety
features. Luttropp suggested
improvements could be made
to the design and additional
discussions held with Kittelson

& Associates concerning safety
elements. He said other options
suggested by the public or
council had been thoroughly
examined, but all had nega-
tives, not the least of which was
for a tunnel proposed that he
said would be “breathtakingly
expensive.”

Public comment at the
meeting came primarily from
residents who did not support
the project, citing potential
traffic delays, a lack of under-
standing if students would even
use the path, the extensive cost
of the project, and potential
environmental issues. Approxi-
mately 90 written comments
were submitted from commu-
nity members. Most people
spoke about the complex con-
gestion issues in the targeted
area and said that ultimately,
the pathway plan as it stands
would not solve the safety
issues.

Community member Eric
Law, who presented the con-
cept for the pathway project to
the Transportation and Cirula-
tion Commission in August
2020, appeared and said his
project at the beginning repre-
sented to him an engineering
challenge that he did not antic-
ipate would become political.

He said public input served to
make projects better and en-
couraged the council to persist
while listening to the public
and working to improve
Lafayette.

Council discussion focused
on design features of the latest
detail plan, the ramifications of
pausing the project or not
pausing and conducting addi-
tional studies, and the process
involved in re-appropriating
the funds. After extensive dia-
logue with Luttropp, three
council members supported
staff’s recommendation to con-
tinue the study process, incor-
porate more of the public in-
put, and work with Kittelson
consultants and the council to
improve the safety of down-
town Lafayette and the sur-
rounding streets and neighbor-
hoods. In a 3-1 vote, with Coun-
cil Member Susan Candell vot-
ing no, (Mayor Carl Anduri was
absent), the council authorized
the staff to complete the design,
with the understanding that
improvements will be consid-
ered in future design plans.

The full staff report and
written public comments can
be viewed on the city website,
www.lovelafayette.org, in the
May 8 agenda packet link.

EBMUD presents council with Lafayette Reservoir Tower update

... continued from Page A1l

The liners will ensure sheering
occurring from the force of a
major earthquake will not ren-
der the conduit entirely dys-
functional. Also, because the
conduit is 100 years old, an en-
tire section of the underground
structure will be remediated.
“We want to make it last an-
other 100 years, if not more,”
she said.

Fortunately, the work can

be done onsite at the foot of the
tower. Bialek said EBMUD has
sought this and other highly
suitable safety upgrades
throughout the retrofit project
because, “you know, people’s
lives are at stake here.”

The tower retrofit itself has
involved consideration of a
large range of designs and ap-
proaches, according to Bialek.
Outreach efforts she said re-
sulted in useful design input
and the department has taken
steps to address the feedback.

Parapet design options she in-
troduced included a light, alu-
minum metal structure that has
graphic options—arches,
grasses, fish—and an altered
profile that was re-designed to
limit the visibility of cranes and
other operational materials
stored in the “house” atop the
tower. A sliver, gray, low-reflect
aluminum material was sug-
gested for this part of the tower
because it mimics the previous
buffed-sheen concrete aesthet-
ics of the house while providing

a modernized profile that meets
weight and other specifications.

Council Member Wei-Tai
Kwok asked about what the
public will see when they visit
the reservoir. Bialek said target
elevation is set at 440 feet as per
standards mandated, but might
vary according to season and
the amount of rainfall. Council
Member Susan Candell asked if
the retrofit to the conduit would
extend the project’s timeline.
Bialek said it would not.

Public input and council

questions revolved around pre-
serving the tower’s original aes-
thetics, as well as discussion of
the safety features, the option to
use steel instead of aluminum
for the tower house, the retro-
fi's overall timeline, and the
breadth of outreach keeping the
public apprised of the project
and its progress. The EBMUD
team will gather additional in-
put and return at a future
meeting.
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He will explain the safety trigger that is built into the process.
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Lafayette's 2nd Annual
Community Day right
around the corner

Following last year’s success-
ful Lafayette Community Day —
where hundreds of commu-
nity members volunteered
their time on projects and ac-
tivities involving human ser-
vices, youth development and
education, town beautification
and more — the Community
Foundation, the city, and the
Lafayette Chamber of Com-
merce will once again partner
for the second annual Com-
munity Day to be held Satur-
day, June 3. The day will start
at 8:30 a.m. with a light
breakfast and kickoff rally at
Plaza Park and after volun-

teering, everyone returns at
11:30 a.m. to the park for
lunch, a word from the mayor
about the 175th Celebration, a
small nonprofit fair, music,
and recognition. For informa-
tion about volunteer positions
and to sign up, go to:
www.signupgenius.com/go/
10cOe4fa5ac2eabfccf8-signupl1#/

Participants must sign a
waiver before signing up. Vol-
unteers for work projects need
to be at least 12 years of age and
individuals under the age of 16
need to be accompanied by an
adult. www.lafayettecommuni-
tyday.org -J. Wake

925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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Community members
offer counter protest
outside Lafayette
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By Sharon K. Sobotta

Those who traveled down
Moraga Road on May 19 to
fetch their children from
Lafayette Elementary School
were greeted with bouquets of
rainbow-colored balloons,
rainbow pride flags and more
than a dozen people offering
affirmative messages of sup-
port for students of all gender
identities and LGBTQ+ youth.
Since the Lafayette School
District displayed the Trans-
gender Flag for Transgender
Day of Visibility in late March,
a small group has shown up
every Friday afternoon in op-
position of the District’s han-
dling of transgender inclusive
practices.

Justine Parmelee is a
mother of a cisgender boy in
the community, but says she
sees it as her job to stand up
for other youth in the com-
munity who may feel targeted.
“We’re here because we care
about LGBTQIA students and
we want to protect trans
youth.” Parmelee says she
wants to challenge the narra-
tive that cisgendered boys and
girls are no longer safe if
transgender rights are ac-
knowledged or celebrated.
“My cisgendered son cele-
brates diversity and really
does care about all kids at
school.”

Robbie Peacock, a straight
white man, wore a shirt em-
blazoned with the word ‘HU-
MAN’ in rainbow colors, while
waving a flag and walking his

Elementary School

Photo Sharon K. Sobotta

4- and 8-year-old sons home
from school. “(We wanted to
counter the) small handful of
people that have very hateful
messages and show the com-
munity that we actually care.
(We want to tell LGBTQ+ youth
that) we see you, we know you
are here. And we are always
going to be here to support
you,” Peacock says. “(The
message for those who hold
signs of opposition) comes
from a bumper sticker I saw.
Acknowledging someone
else’s rights doesn’t take away
from yours. It’s not pie.”

Pam Dawkins is a member
of the local PFLAG chapter —
the largest organization dedi-
cated to supporting, educat-
ing, and advocating for
LGBTQ+ people and their
families. Dawkins' reason for
showing up is simple. “Every-
body needs to be involved,”
Dawkins says. “You can’t just
sort of walk by and think
someone else will take care of
it. It’s like the anti-racism
work we do in our commu-
nity. You can’t be complacent.
You have to be active.”

Dawkins says there will be
community-wide opportuni-
ties specific to LGBTA+ ally-
ship during the second annual
Lafayette Community Day on
June 3. The city will raise the
Pride Flag in front of Side-
board restaurant at 8:30 a.m.
and the PFLAG group and vol-
unteers will be focusing on
the parking lot across from
LES, the site of the weekly
demonstrations.

KEIT
KATZMAN

Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 37 years.

925.376.77T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Honored in RealTrends Top 1.5% of Agents in the Nation

CONCIERGE SERVICE

The hassle-free way to sell your home faster and for a higher

price. Our Concierge Service helps you maximize the value of your
home Compass Concierge helps you easily prepare your home for

market by advancing the funds for home improvement services.

No upfront costs, no interest, no hidden fees - ever.
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When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what

improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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LAFANETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Junel2, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, June 5, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, June 12, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Providing An Elevated Real
Estate Experience

Just Sold
Just Sold

1056 Sanders Drive, Moraga
Sold 9% over asking price
1056SandersDrive.com

Work With Us!
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848 Sibert Court, Lafayette
Off-Market Sale
Represented Buyers

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives

BRYDON & IVES

REAL ESTATE TEAM
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bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is
intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already

listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Town Council agrees to a Biennial Budget

By Vera Kochan

The Moraga Town Council
unanimously agreed to adopt a
resolution directing the town
manager to prepare a pro-
posed Biennial Budget on a re-
curring basis. The 4-0 vote
(Mayor Renata Sos was absent)
during its May 10 council
meeting will ensure that this
budget will become effective
with Fiscal Year 2023-24 and
Fiscal Year 2024-25. Moraga’s
fiscal year runs from July 1 to
June 30.

According to a staff report
by Administrative Services Di-
rector Annie To, “Preparation
of the annual fiscal year bud-
get is an involved, time-
consuming, and costly process.
Over the past few decades,
several California cities have
converted from a one-year
budget preparation process to

a two-year preparation process
in order to reduce staff time
and cost, and to increase effi-
ciency, effectiveness, and effi-
cacy with respect to imple-
menting governing board di-
rection. This two-year budget
format is more commonly re-
ferred to as a ‘biennial budget’
which consists of two annual
one-year budgets which are
prepared by staff and re-
viewed and approved by the
governing board every two
years.”

This new format is en-
couraged by the Government
Finance Officers Association
(GGFOA) of the United States
and Canada, as well as the Cal-
ifornia Society of Municipal Fi-
nance Officers (CSMFO).

By switching to a biennial
budget, staff will only have to
prepare one budget document
for two separate fiscal years.

Additionally, staff will produce
a “mid-cycle budget review”
for the town council’s attention
which will contain a summary
of the estimated first fiscal
year results, along with rec-
ommended budget adjust-
ments for the second fiscal
year. None of this will affect
the Annual Comprehensive Fi-
nancial Report (ACFR) which
will continue on an annual
basis.

The obvious benefit to the
new biennial budget is a sav-
ings of staff’s time with re-
gards to an annual preparation
process. “As experienced in
other local governments that
have made this conversion, the
Town Council will be enabled
to focus more on long-range
strategic and fiscal planning,
and relieved of the minutia of
the annual budget process,” To
stated in her staff report.

“This format promotes
conservative revenue esti-
mates and more realistic ap-
propriation requests,” added
To. “This, in turn, provides the
operating departments with
greater responsibility to ac-
count for budget variances and
allows for unused funds to be
carried over to the second fis-
cal year, subject to Town Coun-
cil review and approval.”

The Mid-Cycle Review
would provide the council with
a glimpse of future expendi-
tures to allow for any bud-
getary changes due to emer-
gencies and the like.

Any fiscal impact would
most likely show a cost savings
for the town in that staff will
spend less time on budget
preparation. Additional sav-
ings are expected with regards
to printing and distributing a
biennial budget report.

Senior Program

Roundtable Discussion
June 13 @ 10am

RSVP to

recdesk@moraga.ca.us
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Next Move program helps people
reach their goals

Maura Wolf and Shari Simon

By Sophie Braccini

Two Moraga women, a Saint
Mary’s College professor and a
former high-tech executive,
created the company Next
Move in 2018 — an active
social-impact company whose
mission is to support people to
reach their goals through so-
cial support and accountabil-
ity. Week after week the two
met up, checked in about life,
and proceeded to map out
ways they believed they could
support people, especially
young adults or folks with
marginal identities, to move
forward on their goals.

Maura Wolf and Shari Si-
mon were both at a pivotal
moment of their lives and
were both seeking answers
beyond pre-scripted scenarios.
Simon had quit her executive
position in marketing, sales
and management at Oracle for
family reasons but still wanted

Photo provided

to impact society in a pro-
found way; Wolf was teaching
leadership at Saint Mary’s Col-
lege, had published several
books including “What Mat-
ters Most: Everyday Leader-
ship at Work, at Home, and in
the World” and was also de-
siring to broaden her impact.
The academic process they
use is called Action-Inquiry.
Simon and Wolf tracked apps
and tech-based solutions de-
veloping with similar goals.
They dove into academic re-
search that grounded their
practice-based findings. They
designed and ran pilots, each
time gathering data from par-
ticipants about how to im-
prove the process. Simon adds
that it is during this first phase
that it became clear to them
that doing this with a small
group, or even just one other
person, was essential to sus-
taining the process. She be-
lieves that connection and
support built that way will al-

ways bear more fruit than
what any app could do.
The Next Move process is

| designed to help people to

tune in and really take note of
what matters in their life, then
move on to design small ac-
tions, or what Next Move
refers to as micro-moves, in
the direction of a goal.

This summer, Next Move
and Saint Mary’s College of
California, are offering a new
program, a certificate in Im-
pactful Leadership. It is sup-
ported by a local donor who
wants to keep it affordable for
all. The program is designed
for anyone looking to have
more structure and support
for a goal that matters to
them. The goal may be career-
oriented, like finding a new
job, or wellness oriented, like
bouncing back from COVID
life to set in place new health
routines. The program is indi-
vidualized, as each person fo-
cuses on their own area of
growth and development and
moves through cycles of action
and reflection, with small
group support along the way.

Programs to date have
been held at several colleges
and the company has started
training coaches and facilita-
tors to bring the program to a
variety of different settings
and regional areas.

The summer program will
be offered online from June 6
to July 11 on Tuesdays from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. with optional
live gatherings at Saint Mary’s
College. For more details, visit
www.nextmovenetwork.com/
virtualevents

Summer Bike Challenge -

you, good for the air

Image provided

By Vera Kochan

Although the Summer Bike
Challenge may sound like a
new activity, it has been
around since 2015, when it
first began in Pleasant Hill as a
youth bike challenge. Over the
years it has evolved into an
activity that can include the
whole family.

Launched by 511 Contra

Good for

Costa, this year’s challenge still
has the same theme in mind,
to “get you outside and on the
move.” According to its web-
site, “511 Contra Costa is a
county-wide program that
strives to reduce traffic con-
gestion and improve air qual-
ity by providing the public
with information, resources,
and tools that promote mobil-
ity options beyond driving
alone. ... continued on Page A5

* Facelift
Facial Implants

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

Before

Retaining Walls
Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

* Fillers
(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)

* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment
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e Subdrain Systems

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

925¢377+9209 (7

visit our web_site
www.bayareadrainage.com

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a nationally
recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic surgeon, opened

a private practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve Lamorinda
patients. Specializing entirely in the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is
nationally recognized for providing patients with beautiful, elegant,
and natural results.

TAMPLEN
Matthew Tamplen, MD FLALTIE SUNDERY
Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION

96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824

TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Double Board-Certified
Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.
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Council Member Woehleke’s furniture-making skills take the

RS # by
e 'y
Photos Vera Kochan

Steve Woehleke stands in front of his crafted
built-in (floor-to-ceiling) closet and drawers

made from alderwood.

word ‘hobby’ to a whole new level

By Vera Kochan

Thanks to a 2010 house fire that
damaged the attic above his garage,
Moraga Town Council Member
Steve Woehleke could consider it a
fortuitous accident because during
the rebuild he extended the space
10 feet, giving him extra room for a
furniture-making workshop.

Woehleke’s skills as a carpenter
first took root during his high school
wood shop days and became more
serious after college. He estimates
that he’s been turning out pieces for
40 years. His furniture is all done in
straight lines. “I'm an engineer, and
we’re prone to doing things like that
—straight lines.”

His early examples were book
shelves and things that he calls
“simple pieces.” Other than learning
the rudimentary skills in high
school, Woehleke is self-taught. He
has gone on to create an entry table
for his foyer, a built-in (floor-to-
ceiling) closet with drawers and
mirrors for his daughter’s room, a
hope chest, several bookcases, a
coffee table, a TV entertainment
cabinet, an indoor accent chair, and
so much more. While he typically

sonal/family use, Woehleke has do-
nated pieces for charitable silent
auctions.

Several of Woehleke’s pieces are
made from repurposed redwood,
once part of a backyard deck, as is
evidenced by the nail holes strategi-
cally incorporated into his works to
become part of the design. “I favor
reusing redwood because it can be
recycled, which is good for the envi-
ronment, and it’s a soft wood. It’s
also rot-resistant and termite-
resistant.” He has also worked with
cherrywood, alderwood, and white
oak, to name a few, adding, “I like to
get my wood from MacBeath Hard-
wood in Berkeley. They’re a good
supplier for hardwood. The best
hardwoods come east of the
Mississippi.

“I do things on an opportunistic
basis,” Woehleke stated when talk-
ing about design. “I plan and
execute.”

Asked if there was anything on
his bucket list that he’d like to make,
Woehleke replied, “My intent is to
broaden my woodworking to in-
clude curved wood. It’s very diffi-
cult, because you have to bend the
wood by getting it wet and steaming

Each of Woehleke’s pieces are
crafted with attention to detail. They
are not only utilitarian, they are at-
tractive and made to stand the test
of time.

Foyer entry table (Shaker style)
cherrywood

Coffee table made from
repurposed redwood and trimmed

makes his furniture for per- it”

with cherrywood

Property owners reminded to meet exterior hazard and fuel break requirements

By Jennifer Wake

The official start of fire season
begins June 1, and the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District is remind-
ing property owners about the
need to adhere to Moraga-
Orinda Ordinances 23.03 and
23.04 by focusing on fire
abatement strategies in the
three zones surrounding
homes.

Zone 0 extends from 0 to 5
feet from any structure, at-
tached deck, or outbuilding on
the parcel and requires the

most stringent wildfire fuel re-
duction. Zone 1, referred to as
the Lean, Clean, and Green
Zone, extends from 5 feet to 30
feet from any structure or at-
tached deck, or from 5 feet
from the structure or attached
deck to the property line,
whichever is closer. And Zone
2, the Reduced Fuel Zone, ex-
tends from 30 feet to 100 feet
from any structure or attached
deck, or from 30 feet from the
structure or attached deck to
the property line, whichever is
closer.

Requirements include re-

For a complete list of abatement requirements, visit

www.mofd.org/our-district/fuels-mitigation-fire-prevention/annual-abatement-requirements

moving all combustible ground
cover such as mulch and bark
within 2 feet of all structures;
creating 1-foot vertical clear-
ance from foliage to ground for
any plants within 2 feet of the
structure; removing all dead or
dying trees, hazardous vegeta-
tion, and/or rubbish; removing
or cutting grasses to height less
than 3 inches; removing any
Monterey pine or Eucalyptus
located within 5 feet of a struc-
ture or attached decks; and re-
moving all tree branches that
are within 6 vertical feet of the
roof, and more.

Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors ® Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Initial Consultation

Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,

LAMUOBRLNTA
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

AUTH I OLOGY

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ® Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

-

Hearing Aid Evaluations
uol399101d BuliesH sueloisniy

Summer Bike Challenge

... continued from Page A4

” The challenge is funded by
the Contra Costa Transporta-
tion Authority and the Bay
Area Air Quality Management
District.

The Challenge is free to all
who register and also offers
prizes such as gift cards and
an iPad Grand Prize. Go to:
511contracosta.org/sbc to reg-
ister, and follow the instruc-
tions. Participating cities and
towns will list several Chal-
lenge Square Destinations
such as Moraga’s Saint Mary’s
College, the Farmers’ Market
and Campolindo High School,
to name a few. Some of
Orinda’s Destinations include
Theatre Square, the Commu-
nity Center, and the BART Sta-
tion. On the list for Lafayette
are the Lafayette Reservoir,
any grocery store, and the
Lafayette Library.

Every game has rules, as
does the Summer Bike Chal-
lenge. Take a selfie of you and
your bike at your favorite
Challenge Square Destination
making sure that the destina-
tion is clearly visible in the
photo. Email the selfie to:
sbc@511cc.org. Include in the

email the photo’s location,
your hometown, the cyclist’s
name, age and school (op-
tional). If you’re playing the
challenge as a couple or fam-
ily you must include informa-
tion about each person pic-
tured. Participation is not
limited to just bikes. Anyone
can also play while using a
scooter or an e-bike. If for any
reason a participant cannot
bike to certain squares, a sub-
stitute can be submitted. Just
follow the same submission
rules. Each cyclist can earn
one e-gift card for the sum-
mer (either $10 Starbucks, $10
Jamba Juice, or $10 Amazon).
The Challenge begins June
1 and runs through Aug. 31.
There are three specific dates
in Moraga when additional
prizes for pedaling cyclists
are offered. On June 14, be-
tween 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., bike
to the Moraga Commons Park
for a free ice cream gift card.
On June 28, between 2 and 4
p-m., at the Hacienda de Las
Flores, earn a free Starbucks
gift card, and on July 12, be-
tween 2 and 4 p.m., at the
Moraga Library earn another
free Starbucks gift card. Just
look for the “511CC” table.

DECKiDOCITORS

EEATTROOEISIDING

Repairs | Pressure Washing
Stripping | Sanding | Staining
Painting | Coatings | Inspections

Building
Foundations
 Lifting

e Leveling

e Stabilizing

Participants are reminded
by 511 Contra Costa to prac-
tice bicycle safety at all times
—not just during the Chal-
lenge. Ring your bell or call
out before passing, use hand
signals when turning, obey
signals and signs, ride on the
right side of the road, and al-
ways wear a helmet.

4
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UNDERPINNING

SRR CONTRICTER A0C RS/ 0E

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Elevating Real Estate

SOLD | RECORD HISTORICAL SALE PER SQFT
288 3rd St #211 | Jack London Square | Represented Seller

SOLD WITH MULTIPLE OFFERS
551 Monarch Ridge Dr, Walnut Creek
Represented Buyer

SOLD IN 3 DAYS
6 Glorietta Ct, Orinda
$1,016 Per Sq Ft | Represented Seller

PENDING WITH 12 OFFERS
189 Fernwood Dr, Moraga
Representing Buyer

BEAUTIFUL NEW LISTING!
5178 Sutherland Dr, Concord
$1,198,000 | Representing Seller

Call me to talk about how | can help with your next move.

Barb Brawner JD

GOLDEN GATE SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY
925.212.7672

Barb@BarbBrawner.com

BarbBrawnerHomes.com

DRE# 01922264

Golden | Sotheby’s

Gate INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.
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See public meetings schedule on these
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Dana Reedy

415.205.8050

DRE 01880723

Hardwoods

This Summer...
Make the Right Move!

Contact me any time for an update
on our changing local market.

JD | Broker Associate

dana@danareedyhomes.com

COMPASS

Carpets

Rugs
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Viny| By Sora O’Doherty
After lengthy discussion,
Orinda decided that it is not
yet ready to join neighbors
Lafayette, Moraga and Walnut
Creek in adopting an inclu-
sionary ordinance but does
want to look at the matter
further. Inclusionary housing
programs are policies adopted
by cities and counties in Cali-
fornia to stimulate affordable
housing production whenever
new market-rate housing de-
velopment occurs, according
to the California Coalition for
Rural Housing. An action item
in the recently approved
Housing Element said that the
city would research accept-
able methods of providing af-
fordable housing.

The staff report on an in-

Laminate

FAMILY OWNED
30+ YEARS!

925-284-4440

3344 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette

lamorindafloors.com

LAMORINDA
FLOORS

sy

Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.

All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks, and
squirrel-proofing. Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.
Customer service is my #1 priority.

Serving the LaMorinda
area for 10 years as
former branch manager
of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.

1044 Stuart Street, Lafayette "
(925) 338-9304 877-7RATMAN  —FESTAND TERMITE—
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clusionary housing ordinance
(I0) was introduced to the
council by City Manager
David Biggs. He explained
that when redevelopment
agencies went away between
2008 to 2011, California cities
started adopting inclusionary
ordinances. Currently, about
half of California’s cities have
inclusionary ordinances.

In the past, Biggs said, the
California Department of
Housing and Community De-
velopment (HCD) had worried
that I0s would dampen de-
velopment. If an IO is too ag-
gressive, for example, more
than 15%, it would require
review by HCD, and the state
agency would look at it again
later to determine if it was
having a dampening effect on
housing development.

During the wide-ranging
discussions, Council Member
Latika Malkani said she had
mixed feelings. She won-
dered if Orinda has competi-
tiveness to offer affordable
housing, but didn’t want the
city to be an outlier, without
an I0. She suggested forming
an ad hoc committee to look
into the issue.

Council Member Brandyn
Iverson said that while she
used to think that I0s were a
good idea, she has changed
her mind. She reviewed the
history of housing develop-
ment in Orinda since incor-
poration and expressed her
belief that the city has had a

healthy mix of affordable and
market-rate development. “I'd
like to see some actual pro-
jects come forward,” she said,
“before we add that
constraint.”

In public comment, fre-
quent contributor Nick War-
ranoff said in in a letter to the
council that he has been urg-
ing adoption of an IO for a
long time, and that he be-
lieved such an ordinance
should apply both to proper-
ties that are developed for
sale and for rent. He also said
that an IO should be applica-
ble regardless of whether or
not a development invoked
state density law. “My princi-
pal reason for this position is
that the density bonus law is
skewed towards the lowest
income levels; i.e. developers
get a disproportionately
larger bonus for a small num-
ber of very low income units.
As a result, many projects in-
voking the density bonus law
do not include moderate in-
come housing. Yet adding
moderate income housing is
important if we want to at-
tract teachers, for example, as
well as young families.”

Council Member Darlene
Gee agreed to further explo-
ration. “I don’t want us to
stand out for the wrong rea-
sons,” she said, adding that
she is very eager to learn
more about the ordinances.
Council Member Janet Riley
said that she had been told by

Orinda Council is interested in inclusionary
housing ordinance, but not yet there

a developer that an inclusion-
ary ordinance will not hurt
the city. She suggested the
city adopt an I0 while retain-
ing as much discretion as
possible, adding that she is
pro development: “That has to
happen.”

The council members ex-
pressed concerns that low-
income housing would not
support the city’s desire to see
increased retail activity. Gee
agreed and also wondered if
there is a way to discourage
developers from building only
small apartments to meet any
affordability criteria. Biggs
suggested that the city could
offer incentives to developers,
including a city density bonus
and perhaps reduced parking
requirements. However,
while Mayor Inga Miller said
that in lieu fees make sense,
she wants to try not to create
second class citizens by, for
example, having housing
without parking.

In addressing the issue of
the availability of land for de-
velopment, Miller said that
recently one of the downtown
property owners had reached
out to her, which she found
encouraging.

It was agreed that staff
would work further to de-
velop an I0, and would bring
suggestions to the Downtown
subcommittee, and later bring
the matter back to the full
council in late summer.
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LARIG members complete

tower spring c
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their spring clean up of the tower on April 29 where their re-
peater is housed. From left, standing: Scott Anderson,
Matthew Vireo, Jeff Peacock and Kent Long; front row, Marry
Solon, Al Archangel and Dan Lamey. Ray Breslau and Sora
O'Doherty were also present but not included in this photo-

graph. - S. O’Doherty Photo provided
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SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <+ Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

-433- y .\
Rodeni Prooling

EXFEEIENCE WOU CAN TERST

www.honestrodentproofing.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

925-377-0977
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Integrity

Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

Knowledge

Lafayette
Vacant Lot

City Approvals for New Home
3BR | 2.5BA | 1,760 sqft
Close to BART & Town
$399,000
call Frank for details

Results

=3 3

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

©2023 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

2023 Poul Anderson Creative Writing
Contest winners announced

By Sora O’Doherty

The Friends of the Orinda Li-
brary has announced the
winners of the 2023 Poul An-
derson Creative Writing Con-
test, which was open to all
students who reside or attend
high school in Orinda. The
contest is named in honor of
the late Poul Anderson, a
popular science-fiction writer

and longtime Orinda resident.

From dozens of outstand-
ing entries, winners were se-
lected in the following
categories: Science Fic-
tion/Fantasy, Poetry and Es-
say. The winners are: Olivia
Falk, 10th grade, College Prep

High School, for her poem en-
titled “The Memory Box,”
Emma Wong, 10th grade Mi-
ramonte High School, for her
poem “Breaking Up with
Beautiful,” Tatiana Gupta,
10th grade Miramonte, for
her short story “Box,” and
Nina Segall, 9th grade Mira-
monte, for her essay “Inter-
twined Fingers.” Each will re-
ceive a $500 award from The

Friends of the Orinda Library.

Wong was also the winner of
two awards in the contest last
year.

Five Honorable Mentions
were awarded to Liesel Yun,
9th grade, Miramonte for
“The Shared String Phone,”
Antong Cao, 11th grade, Mira-

monte for “Seven Minutes,”
Mathew Bakonyvari, 11th
grade, Miramone for “Rip Van
Winkle Returns,” Kaia Bon-
ham, 9th grade, Miramonte
for “Blood Red Love Red,” and
Josslyn Grover, 10th grade,
Bentley School, for “Trail
Mix.”

The Friends of the Orinda
Library congratulated the
winners and all the talented
entrants and offered thanks to
this year’s judges, who do-
nated their time and literary
expertise. The judges in-
cluded this reporter; Susan
Williams, librarian at Mira-
monte High School; and Anne
Lowell, librarian at Glorietta
Elementary School.

Correction: In the May 10 story about the 50th anniversary of Orindawoods, the final
developers of Orindawoods were R T Nahas & Company and Great Western Savings & Loan, not
Great Western Homes. In addition, George Winnacker is the uncle of MOFD Chief Dave

Winnacker, not his father.

- City Council Regular Meeting:
Tuesday, June 6, 7 p.m.
Planning Commission.:

Tuesday, June 13, 7 p.m.

Supplemental Sales Tax
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, June 14, 6:30 p.m.

Lamorinda SPIRITS

Senior Transportation Program

Shopping Shuttle - We now offer a door-to-door shopping shuttle
service every Thursday FREE of charge to residents of Lafayette
ages 60 +!
Enjoy a Nourishing Meal in a Social Setting — Lamorinda Spirit
Van provides rides to lunch at Café Costa at the Walnut Creek
Senior Center Monday-Wednesday and Friday, as well as Lamorinda
Movers monthly Dinner complete with cocktails and entertainment.
To learn more and reserve your ride, call (925) 283-3534 or
email dispatch@lovelafayette.org.

Volunteers Wanted!

Drivers - This is an opportunity to meet some fascinating older

individuals and get the satisfaction of helping seniors get to medical,

personal, and social appointments. If this interests you and you can

spare 4 hours every week or two, contact us now!

Social Media Guru —Create posts 1-3 x p/week on FB and IG from the

comfort of your own home. Bonus if you have graphic design skills.
Contact Riki at rjuster@lovelafayette.org or (925) 284-5546

Orinda | $2,778,000

G3 COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

Experience the unique advantage of being the first occupant of this newly completed home with ultra-modern and high-tech style near downtown.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573
vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784

Lafayette | $2,698,000
Resort living with Lafayette schools.

June Young 925.775.8819
juneyoungrealtor@gmail.com | CalRE #01925454
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Orinda | $1,695,000
Gracious 3br/2ba move-in ready rancher atop a sprawling, flat, corner lot!

Omar Khan 925.705.1609 | CalRE #02139271

f Beverly Arnold 925.788.8516 | CalRE #01154860

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Orinda | $1,898,000
MCM Pool Gem is the Ultimate Retreat. Visit 16CrestviewDr.com.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573
vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784

Orinda | $1,175,000
3BR/2BA home with a spacious lot, ADU pad.

Tom Stack 925.878.9964
tom.stack@camoves.com | CalRE #01501769

GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2023 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logo are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Advisors LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. B&x



LAMORINDA WEEKLY

35 years of experience in architectural design

www.kaplanarchitects.com

When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

Mike Rosa

Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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Certech

% Envirgnmenial Services
%E www.certechpest.com

A (925) 300-1094

CERTECH PEST PREVENTION
& TERMITE PROTECTION

Realtor paints curbs to help first
responders find homes faster

Photo Sora O'Doherty

campaign to make homes easier for first re-
sponders to find in the event of an emergency,
be that fire, medical, or a crime in progress.
McCann had a booth at the City of Orinda
Wildfire Prevention and Safety Fair in Com-
munity Park on April 22, which was Earth Day.
McCann is personally doing the work, and has
done about a dozen homes thus far. Some of
the painting was delayed by late spring rains,
but curbs and gutters are now drying out and
making it possible for her to apply the paint.
She is painting a white background on the
curb, followed by the house numbers, sten-
ciled in black for maximum visibility. McCann
believes in doing public outreach, which also
promotes her work as a realtor. Lamorinda

Local realtor Kristina McCann of Chroma Re-
alty is offering a public service of painting
fresh house numbers on curbs as part of a

residents who would like McCann to paint
their house numbers on their curbs can sign
up at https://chromarealty.com/curbpainting

-S. O’Doherty

Letters to the editor

Inclusion should include all
opinions

A headline in the May 10, 2023
Lamorinda Weekly exposes the
hypocrisy of DEL: “As Lafayette
School District works to amplify
inclusion efforts, outside com-
munity members stage weekly
protests.” It is not completely
clear what “outside community
members” means. What does
“outside” mean: “outside” of
what? And what is the “com-
munity”: is it just Lafayette?
Lamorinda?

The headline implies that
people outside the community
are staging protests and are not
welcome. One of the saddest
lessons I have learned over the
last 6-12 months is that our
“community” is not just very
woke, but also very closed-
minded. We saw complaints
about “outsiders” during the
Lafayette school board election
last fall, even though all of the
candidates were required to
live, and did in fact live, in the
district.

I do not understand how
anyone can claim Lamorinda
supports “inclusion” when in
fact only certain viewpoints are
included, and now outsiders
(who live in Lamorinda but
perhaps not Lafayette) are also
not included.

Two letters published in
the May 10 issue also criticize
the lack of inclusion. One letter
writer observes the hostility to-
wards her because she supports
the notion that only biological
girls should play in girls’ sports
and enter girls’ locker rooms.
Another letter writer asks the
local districts to adhere to their
own policy 6144, which re-
quires presentation of diverse

viewpoints on controversial is-
sues. It provides, “When a
guest speaker is invited to make
a presentation related to a con-
troversial issue, the Superin-
tendent or designee shall notify
him/her of this policy and the
expectations and goals regard-
ing the instruction. If the guest
speaker is presenting only one
point of view on an issue, the
teacher shall be responsible for
ensuring that students also re-
ceive information on opposing
viewpoints.” The local school
districts have no excuse for dis-
regarding their own policies.

Nick Waranoff
Orinda

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not
necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the
writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those
who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please
give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate. Lamorinda Weekly reserves the right to refuse publishing a letter
submission. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, 1480 Moraga Road
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3 900 Block Moraga Rd.
Publlc SafEtY Moraga Rd./Rimrock Rd.
Emergency response: 1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.

Condit Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
Vehicle Theft

1700 Block Springbrook Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Other criminal activity
Forgery

3400 Block Golden Gate Way

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fraud False Pretenses

Emergency: 24 Hours 911

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt

925-299-3221 3200 Block Andreasen Dr
. s Police Department
Police Department Tip Line Grand Theft
~ 94549Tip@gmail.com 30 Block Lafayette Cir.
Police Department Traffic Issues Grand Theft From Veh
94549Traffic@gmail.com 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Moraga Police Department: Grand Theft Other
329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055 L Bl Gl e
- . ; Grand Theft Veh Parts
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd
Orinda Police Department: Identity Theft '
22 Orinda Way ~ 925-254-6820 500 Block Merriewood Dr.

Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan
925-254-6820

3400 Block Golden Gate Way
Police Department (2)

i i i i 10 Block Dianne Ct.
Or1ndat1p@c1tyof.or1nda.org 1000 Block Dolores Dr. (2)
Lafayette Police Petlt{y Thfft/H Vallev Rd

ose Ln/Ha alle .
Department 3200 Block Mt Diable Blvd. (2)
Incident 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Summary Residential Burglary
Report Sh(;;GlQP Block Brook St.

5 plift

April 30 - May 13 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Alarms 44 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 22 Nuisance to the Community
Traffic . 79 Disturbance-domestic
Suspicious Circumstances 5 1000 Block 2Nd St.
Suspicious Subject 13 1000 Block 2Nd St.
Suspicious Vehicle 11 Disturbing The Peace
Service to Citizen 31 3300 Block Springhill Rd.
Patrol Req./Security Check 19 3500 Block Old Mountain View Dr

Public/School Assembly Check 3 1800 Block Del Rey St.
Supplemental Report 17 Loud Music
Vacation House Check 52 3200 Block Alta Ln.
Welfare Check 17 Loud Noise
Ordinance Violation 1 3300 Block N Lucille Ln.
Vehicle violations 700 Block Solana Dr.
AAuto Burglary 50 Block Lafayette Cir.
900 Block Oak Hill Rd. 40 Block Bacon Ct.
4100 Block Hidden Valley Rd. Loud Party
3600 Block Deerhill Rd. 700 Block Block Silver Crest Ct.
1200 Block El Curtola Blvd. 1000 Block 2Nd St.
Dui Misd Public Nuisance

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

50 Block Bacon Ct.

3400 Block La Caminita
Reckless Driving

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

Pleasant Hill Rd./Wb Sr 24

St Marys Rd./Rohrer Dr.

St Marys Rd./Moraga Rd.
Tc - Property Damage

Golden Gate Way/Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Acalanes Rd./Eb Sr 24

200 Block Lafayette Cir.

Dewing Ave./Walnut St.

3500 Block Golden Gate Way
Dewing Ave./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
1000 Block Dewing Ave.

Vandalism

3200 Block Old Tunnel Rd.

1000 Block 2Nd St.
Other
Checks Non Suff Funds

900 Block Dewing Ave.
Fire/Ems Response Info

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Harassment

3400 Block Moraga Blvd.
Phone Harass

1000 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd
Unwanted Guest

700 Block Solana Dr.
Verbal Dispute

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Violation Custody Order

800 Block Reliez Station Rd.
Violation Restraining Ord

2Nd St./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

May 2 - May 15
Alarms

911 Calls (includes hang-ups)
Traffic 64
Suspicious Circumstances 4
Suspicious Subject

Suspicious Vehicle 5

Service to Citizen 43
Patrol Req./Security Check 13
Public/School Assembly Check 5
Supplemental Report 14
Vacation House Check 1
Welfare Check 6
Ordinance Violation 3

Vehicle violations

Dui Misd
Moraga Rd./Lucas Dr.

Excessive Speed
Moraga Rd./St Marys Rd. (2)
Moraga Way/Ivy Dr. (3)
Moraga Way/Camino Ricardo
St Marys Rd./Bollinger Cyn Rd.
Corliss Dr./Lynwood Pl
Moraga Rd./Hansen Ct.
Moraga Way/School St. (4)
Tj Maxx
Moraga Way/St Andrews Dr. (4)
Moraga Way/Eastwood Dr., Ori
600 Block Moraga Way, Ori
Canyon Rd./Constance Pl
Canyon Rd./Country Club Dr.
700 Block Moraga Way
Moraga Way/Coral Dr., Ori
Moraga Rd./Ascot Dr.
St Andrews Ct/Country Club
Library

Reckless Driving
Nations

St Marys Rd./St Marys College (2)

Moraga Rd./Campolindo Dr.
Tc - Property Damage

400 Block Moraga Rd.

Camino Pablo/Shuey Dr.

10 Block Louise Ct.

Other criminal activity
Burglary

Campolindo Dr./Woodford Dr.

Moraga Rd./Kendall Cir.

300 Block Moraga Rd.
Fraud False Pretenses

700 Block Crossbrook Dr.
Grand Theft

1500 Block Canyon Rd

Tj Maxx
Grand Theft Veh Parts

400 Block Kingsford Dr.
Identity Theft

Pd Mor Police Department
Petty Theft

100 Block Hardie Dr.

100 Block Natalie Dr.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace

Rheem Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Loud Noise

Moraga Country Club
Public Nuisance

200 Block Scofield Dr.
Other
Fire/Ems Response Info

200 Block Claudia Ct.
Mentally Il Commit

100 Block Oxford Dr.

1000 Block Larch Ave.

NRINIOA

H@”@E
Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report
April 30 - May 13
Alarms 29
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 9
Traffic 124
Suspicious Circumstance 5
Suspicious Subject 8
Suspicious Vehicle 7
Service to Citizen 48
Patrol Req./Security Check 29
Public/School Assembly Check 0
Supplemental Report 1
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 3
Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations
Accident Injury

Moraga Way/Orchard Rd.
Accident Property

70 Block Moraga Way

7

Dui Misd
Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.
Reckless Driving
Theatre Square
Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.
Camino Pablo/Bear Creek Rd.
Moraga Way/Orchard Ct.
Camino Pablo/El Toyonal
Camino Sobrante
Wilder Sports Fields
Glorietta Blvd./Meadow View Rd.
Other criminal activity
Assault W/ Deadly Weapon
Orinda Way
Auto Burglary
70 Block Brookwood Rd.
Battery-felony
20 Block Acacia Dr.
Grand Theft
Orinda Way
Identity Theft
70 Block Van Ripper Ln.
200 Block La Espiral
10 Block Orinda Way
10 Block Meadow Park Ct.
10 Block Martha Rd.
Petty Theft
80 Block Via Floreado
Residential Burglary
20 Block Lavina Ct.
Shoplift
Camino Sobrante
Warrant Arrest
10 Block Theatre Sq 106
Camino Pablo/Wb Sr 24
Camino Sobrante
Camino Pablo/Manzanita Dr.
Warrant Service
200 Block Lomas Cantadas
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace
Wilder Sports Fields
Loud Party
200 Block Orchard Rd.
200 Block Longview Terrace
Vandalism
70 Block Brookwood Rd.
10 Block Bates Blvd.
Other
Conspiracy
Moraga Way/Camino Pablo
Failure To Obey
Camino Sobrante
Moraga Way
Mentally I1I Commit
100 Block Moraga Way
Terrorist Threats
10 Block La Plaza Dr.
Trespass
10 Block Bates Blvd.
Trespass W/ Vehicle
Wildcat Canyon Rd./Camino Pablo
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American Made

When’s the last time you
cleaned your dryer vent?

2,900 home fires, and $35 million in property
damage, are caused by clothes each year.

Locally Cwned
Lic ® BF9474

Get your dryer vent professionelly
cleaned today and rest easy.

EATING

air conditioning e heating ® dryer vent cleaning
air duct cleaning ¢ commercial HVAC ¢ and more

ASE ABDUT QLR SENIOH DESCOURNTE

(925) 455-4AIR

(925) 455-4247 - BradfordAir.com
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TORNEY

* Probate/Trust Administration

* Wills/Trusts

* Conservatorships
* Financial Elder Abusa

www.rayrobinson.attorney

925-255-1640

rayi@rayrobinson.attorney

Inheritance Disputes

Lamorinda celebrates its graduates
Acalanes class of 2023

Elena Sophia Acuff

Zubin K Acuna

Sophia Kelly Alvarado
Aaron Christian Alvira
Alexandra Lee Ames
Zachary Benjamin Appel
Makenna Sumi Arase
Sara Elizabeth Archer
Isabella Belen Aris-Dumas
Madelyn Patricia Bacon
Addison Jane Bailey

Joy Anqi Baker

Riley Copeland Baker
Raymar Dominic Jimenez
Balagtas

Michael Clark Balmat
Olivia June Banks

Tyson Brandon Bates

Jack Hunter Christian Bayless
Laura Kathryn Bea

Juliet Rosemary Becker
Aidan Ransdell Beers
Nathan Bradley Bennett
Gabriela Grace Benveniste
Emily Claire Berkowitz
Artehmis Armin Berloui
Joseph Dean Bettencourt
Kyle Robert Bielawski
Austin Devere Bishop
Riley Khai-Nguyen Bonner
Christopher Don Brady
Eli Gregor Brent

Luke Preston Brightbill
Kailyn Elaine Broad
James Christopher Brophy
Aaron Max Brown

Peter Michael Buchel

Ellis Quinn Burger
Martha Philippa Burns
Avery Christine Burton
John Charles Cain

Mackenzie Reynolds Campbell

Saylen Slim Cardoni
Taylor Juliet Carlin

Alexa James Carter
Katherine Elizabeth Carter
Joseph Paul Castelli
Adam Gabriel Cedeno
Christopher Alan Cedeno
Eleni Chatzigeorgiou
Blake Andrew Chehlaoui
Makena Lynn Haruko
Chelemedos

Kylie Choi

Clement Yan-Chee Chow
George Michael Churchill
Mia Louise Cichetti
Matthew Edgar Colvin
Catherine Eileen Condy
Brendan Braun Connelly
James Grayle Cortez
Natalie Kate Alfaro Costales
Audrey Alexa Cox

Ysabel Ava Coyne
Emerson Lyn Cronin

Benjamin Roger Foox

Elle Elizabeth Forschler
Roisin Isabella
Fortune-Thompson

Sofia Jane Foster

Ava Noelle Freeman
Nathaniel Hunter Friedman
Thomas Joseph Gallagher
Cole Joseph Gannon

Miles Thomas Garcia
Kendal Geddes

Gavin Anthony Geer

Lucy Porter Gellman
Tanner Ryan Gilbert

Ty Blue Daniel Gilson
Ethan Fox Goddard
Antonio Allan Godwin
Sarah Grace Gohres
Amelia Hanna Grace Gong
Christian Mattias Gotterup
Rachel Maya Gottfried

George Andrew Thomas David Tyler Michael Gough

Jake Hunter Davis

Drake Joshua DeBiasse
Osanna Deng

David Charles DePaepe
Chiara Rosaria Simone
Depagne

Bennett Anderson Dodge
Ashley Bella Donner
Abby Jolie Drake
Cameron Margaret Drue
Emily Du

Shipley Elizabeth Duff
Luke Michael Dulik
Hanniel W Dunn

Nathan W Dunn

Jack Jacob Dunne
Michelle Regina Dwinell
Ella Maxine Easley
Drew Makena Ebner
Orion Leopold Elias
Sasha Patricia Elle
Taylor Elise Emerson
Owen Marchmont Estee
Grant Everett Eubanks
Jonathan Stephen Evans
Andres Timur Evrenosoglu
Connor Fitzgerald Faust
Kaleo Wu Feinberg
Olivia Marie Ruth Feldman
Matthew Martinez Fischer
Lara Yen Fitzpatrick
Liam Ming Fitzpatrick
Alyssa Sierra Fong

Hunter Allan Goyert
Marco Alexander Green
Anastasia Grits

Gabriella Nicole Gruber
Marisa Guerra Echeverria
Tess Pak Gundacker
Yunfan Guo

Andrew Anthony Habas
Hanna Kathryn Hageboeck
Jordan Elise Hagglund
Samuel Bolo- Thaddeus
Hamalian

Erin Makena Hambidge
Jack Oliver Hambidge

Lily Claire Hanzel
Anastasia Hart

Wren R Hartnett
Katherine Elizabeth Hassel
Nathaniel Caton Hedrick
Anastacia Mary Heffernan
Ted Smith Helvey

Liam Fly Hill

Catherine Lee Judson
Marcus Kristensen Julian
Alexander Charles Jung
Darian Kadir

Harris Kamran

Kaitlyn Mel Keely

Krista Paige Keely

Molly Mairead Keliher-Burke
Chloe Kenel

Catherine Sarah Kessler
Nathan James Kim

Riley Koo

Mara Anna Korzeniowska
Cory Raymond Krey
Lauren Sophia Kuo

Evan Garrison Kush
Harrison Matthew Labrosse
Benjamin Octavio Lacayo
Sierra Hope Lashinsky
Mary Xing di Laska
Jasmine Audrey Latimer
Kathryn Elyss Lawrence
Nicholas Phu Gia Le
Samuel Lee

Brody James Lim
Katherine Liu

Ava Gillian Lorenz

Emma Nannette Lorge
Nora Charlene Macarewich
Sophia Rae MacKay

Jacob Alexander Madrigal
Cormac James Maher

Lucy Gray Maiocco

Alexa Katarina Malinovsky
Luigi Maximiliaan Mangiante
Jack Christopher Marron
Michael James Marvel
Luca Noel Mathias

Nicole Matthews McCarthy
Sarah Riley McCarthy
Lucas Avery McClung
Ryan Paulson McCormick
Emily Marie McDonald
Ava Elizabeth McGlothlin

Benjamin David Kerridge Hird Charlotte McKenzie

Simon Warren Hornik
Georgia Bright Howells
Andrew Anthony Huchingson
Emma Elizabeth Hunt

Tyler Robert Hunt

Gianna Marie Intagliata
Andre Russell Jackson

Nia Jeyakrishnan

Rebecca W. Johnson

Ryann Elizabeth Jones

Miramonte class of 2023

Samuel Edward Meade
Adriana Isabel Wong Medina
Asher James Meklin

Mason Riley Michlitsch
Logan Tyler Mikalis

Hanna Mirzai

Abigail Lockwood Montaquila

Amelia Jane Morgan
Zachary James Murdin
Tyler Hoban Murphy

Victor John Nicolacakis
Melaney Noguera

Colin Henry Norstad
Maximiliano Nunez Ruiz
Maizie Kathleen O’Hare
Katelyn Elizabeth Olin
Cooper Quinn Olson
Dylan Tyler Olson

Astrid Liberty Olsson
Helen Nao O’Neal

Nicolas Alexander O’Rourke
Rachel Ruiqi Pan

Kyle James Pass

Maya Raeleah Paul
Jacqueline Grace Peacock
Samuel Guang Feng Pecci
Nicholas Alexius Podolsky
Sarah Joan Potter
Andrew James Powell
Chloe James Quintella
Taylor Jules Radding

Jack Michael Rader
Krishna Ram

Luke Ulrich Ramirez

Liv Rao

Benjamin Patrick Reinsberg
Shane Jarret Rennie
Erica Jacquline Riegel-Shack
Wynter Rose Rivera
Zachary Jules Robb
Evren Rose

Eli Hudson Roth

Analese Nicole Ruczynski
Griffin Brady Ruebner
Haley Elizabeth Rurka
Nathan James Rurka
John Rusk

Camryn Eva Salazar
Owen Charles Salmon
Landon Best Santos
Andrew Tyler Sappal
Dominic Antonio Sarica
Amir Ferdinand Schmuecker
Tobias Paul Schwing
Kayla Grace Selle

Kelsey Morgan Severson
Portia Abigail Seymour
Ariston Leopold Shaham
Yelena Shaterian

Ariel Yhonathan Shehter
Jiselle Elizabeth Sicilia
Kylie Ann Siegel

Isaac E Silva

Alexia Lauren Silverberg
Elsa Linnea Simas

Gurpreet Edison Singh
Caden Howsingh Siv
Miller Michael Smith
Zachary Isaac Snyder
William Anton Stancik
Isabella Martine Starbuck
Heather Alison Stephen
Theodore Bliss Stoll
Hailey Aiko Stripling
Miguel Kenneth Strittmatter
Jake Davis Takeuchi
Skylar Emerson Tanaka
Josephine Emma Teran
Maxwell James Thomas
Skylar Avadale Thomas
Kenny Alonzo Tinley
Tyler Steven Toni

Ethan Harrigan Torres
Benjamin Thomas Tunick
Emma Riley Uffelman
Juliana Kaitlyn Upp
Nicolas Emidio Venturini
William Mari Verendia
Sofia Dianne Vezzali
Gema Elisa Villafan-Perez
Jackson Donnelly Voogt
Spencer Lawrence Voogt
Lila Elizabeth Waechter
Anika Lee Wagner
August Henry Walker
Apollonia Paris Walton
Daphne Faye Wandell
Isaac Chen-Ke Wang
Lyanne Yuching Wang
Maya Wang

Alexandra Grace Warren
Sophie Starks Westen
Amani Lynn Williams
Daylor Clare Williams
Georgia Marie Winkles
Marcela Wisniewska
Nicholas Cal Woodson
Tyler Nicholas Worthington
Macie Faith Yates

Jou Maple Yoshida

Kea Lynn Yoshinaka
Carly Elizabeth Young
Harriman

Ryan Michael Yu

Justin Zegarowski
Andrew He Zheng

Tatum Anna Zuber
Tanner Nathaniel Zuehlsdorf
Ezryn Brynn Zupo

Atticus Wesley Aengus
Rose Aengus

Nilab Rahim Ahmed
Charles Thomas Algert
Nasen EIllis Alm

Eloise Burkhart Anagnost
Malina Mariam Andrews
Lauren Kristine Anthony
Alexander Aoki

Emma Caroline Avery
Jonah Azevedo

Kellen Michael Baker
Alice Caroline Ball
Graham Francis Ballantyne
Mia Grace Balonick
Faris Banaja

Justin Andrew Bellamy
Elisia Belshaw

Julia Taylor Berg

Lucy Hillary Berkman
Carson Conness Beury
Annika Nevaeh Blas-Cedefio
Chase Walker Bliss
Cooper James Bohlig
Michael Kiyoshi Bohm
Nicholas Vahe Bonar
Giovanni Allen Bottene
Ella Grace Bradley

Hollis Claire Bronfman
Leo Byrne Bronfman
Declan Reyes Brothers
Abigail Maxine Brotman
Dylan James Browning
Linus Takaaki Buchholz
Charles Patrick Burke
Dorian Lorenz Byrd
Nicole Ava Chai

Elise Aileen Chang
Amali Chatterjee
Amelia Nicole Chen
Toby Shin Cheng

Petra Faye Cherry

Derek Brandon Chinn
Amber Rachael Chu

Megan Ashley Chui

Natalie Mae Clauson

Justin John Cole

Ethan Jensen Conley

Ethan Robert Coover

Riley William Coover
Addison Mae Creson
Kieran Diomedes da Cunha
Julia Magdalena Dach
Jackson Degnan Davenport
Luke Alexander Davis
Richard Michael Cicero Davis
Caroline Grace DeBourbon
Alexis Lauren DeBusschere
Jada Vivien Deitrick
Carson Yun Dennis
Phoenix Alcala Dennis
Bennett Eli Destino
Kathryn Teresa DiFranco
Jacob William Disston
Sophia Do

Nevan Benedict Dold
Megan Doran

Luca William Dovichi

Luke Duncan

Gardner Patrick Dunne
Courtney Emelia Eddy
Brian Joseph Edelen
Charbel El Khoury Hanna
Charles Edward Engs
Marcus Robert Erickson
Siena Kristin Esopa
Alexander Vladimir Filonov
Abigail Elizabeth Fordyce
Alexander James Fordyce
Charlotte Grace Forman
James Dwight Foster

John Patrick Foy

Luke Alexander Franklin
Colin Christopher Fraser
Lindsay Ann French

Max Harris Friedman
Misha Fu

Luca René Ignacio Gamboa
Michelle Gao

Ryan Paul Gardner

Addison Elsie Gates

Dimitri Quinn Genwright Jr.
Louis Anthony Giles
Michelle Julia Giovinazzo
Carlos Alexander Gomez
Barrera

Nicholas John Govea
Gianna Marie Gravelyn
Peyton Elle Gray

Nicholas John Haapala
Grinold

Ben Ming-Hua Guthrie
Alexandrina Laura Gutu
Logan Emerson Haines
Marilynn Dolores Hassett
Matthew Gallagher Hawkins
Charlotte Florence Hawthorn
Jacqueline Emma Hee

Jada Hembrador

Sabrina Calisse Hernandez
Cardoza

Juan Pablo Herrera

Camryn Reed Kamalani Hirst
John Bhattacharjee Hiss
Kaelan Connor Thomas Ho
Zachary Ian Hoffman
Sandra Rose Hoselton
Miren Hu

Julian Yen Huang

Fiona Ainsley Hughes

Jack Joseph Trevor Hughes
Scott Thomas Hulse

Karsen Finley Hummel
Olivia Madison Perez Huynh
Dania Rose Innis

Lila Jo Insalaco

Christian Andrei Ionascu
Kaylin Tani Ishizu

Ava Mckenzie Jackson
Hannah Elizabeth Jackson
Aubrie Michelle Jalowiec
Miles William Jensen

Rome Antone Jiannalone
Hannah Allison Johnson
Reagan Carroll Kaelle

Ryan Scott Kaelle

Anthony Michael Karam
Lola Maren Kassela

John Ray Keene

Jonathan Robert Kelleher
Diego Julian Kemp
Mingnon Elvyre Kiki
Marina Sohui Kim
Melissa Blanche Krochmal
Quinn James Krumholz
Theodore Kimo Kushner
Niklas Erik Lamy
Katherine Ella Lankford
Gemma Rose Leach
Aaron Wai Lun Lee
Joshua Chang Yul Lee
Jack Malachy Lenny

Luke William Lewis
Liliana Grace Lincoln
Grace Montgomery Liu
Eva Marie Logan

David Joseph Lowenstein
Sophia Joanna Luo
Xixiang Luo

Alexandra Jade Lurie
Alexander John Sebastian
Meurant Lynch

Kristina Maksimovic
Dylan Victor Marano
Ruby Martin-Gulutzan
Maya Sofia Martono
Shelby Ann Matthews
Meghan Karen McAninch
Courtney Colbert Mercer
Haley Jane Metherd
Nathan Anthony Meyer
Abigail Alexandra Meyers
Paige Elizabeth Meyers
Ryan Christopher Meyers
Sarah Alice Michels
Charlotte Corinne Miller
Maren Auburn Miller
Jessica Marijane Milmoe
Tahra Minowada

Izabel Ann Mobley
Siavash Mojaddidi

Emma Robin Moltyaner
Madeleine Evalea Morris
Merrin Grace Morrissey
Jon-Marc Alexander Mosher
Cody Alastair Mueller
Amanda Noel Murray
Lily Carys Namdaran

Hanna Minh Tu Nguyen
Adrien Thomas Nibley
Jack Gordon Nixon
Elizabeth Kealakai O’Shea
Sofia Beatriz Obnial

Kyle Robert Odmark
Addison Cole Owensby
Hayden Aubrey Packwood
Sanjeeta Kaur Pannu
Cameron Patrick Panzera
Kirstin Jessica Parker
Maya Elizabeth Paykel
Taryn Eliza Pearce
Jade Peng

Andrew William Penney
Evan Daniel Persinger
Colin James Perusse
Matteo Jian Ren Petty

Zoe Meiling Petty

Cyrus Peyvan

Isabella Noel Pier

Charles Ethan Platt
Jacob Porter

Adriana Pureco
Julia Kristina Ramirez
Leon Ren

Alexis Marie Reyes
Sebastian Keyon Rguem
Alexandra Kay Richtenburg
Hannah Elizabeth Ripper
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Roach
Tavian Dean Roberts

Ella Grace Robinson
Cindy Roman

Wyatt Cameron Rose
Emilia Ann Ross

Alaysha Layloni Rotolo
Isabel Amanda Roy

Alana Ruesga

Alexander Phillip Ryan
Grant Stephen Striglos
Scanlan

Courtney Nicole Scheingart
Katherine Olivia Scheingart
Yik Ming Sezto

Kelly Madison Shin

Zayd Yaman Shukairy
Beatriz Ruby Skidgel
Wesley Walter Kenneth Soe

Sean Andreas SooHoo
Ari Daniel Sorokin
Kennedy Lynn Speaker
John Thomas Spencer
Ava Rose Spiegel

William Theodore Ting
Steinmeier

Andrew Peter Stern
William Thomas Stokes
Carson William Straub
Leo Maximillian Streubel
Jonathan Su

Elena Dolan Sullivan
Claire Addison Sumner
Stella Song Symonds
Ashley Ta

Allison Heili Tam
Benjamin Jeremiah Tieman
Hunter John Tierney
Liam Edward Tierney
Griffin Ryan Ting

Nadia Simone Torpey
Archer Townsend

Caitlyn Jenni Tristram
Amanda Claire Turtle
Tiago Marcello Ugarte-Wright
Arash Singh Uppal
Lindsay Mackenna Villamor
Matthew ] Wang

Jaiya Alex Watson
Nicolas George Webber
Abigail Jessica Weiner
Avery Yuki Welch
Hayden Christopher Westover
John Wallace Williams
Thomas Griffin Wilson
Owen Samuel Woginrich
Claire Quirk Wood
Sydney Hope Wright
Sarah Yuan

Isabella Meilan Yun
Constanza Tara Zamani
Aaron Nathan Zemelman
Lucas Heinrich
Zezima-Deutsch

Michelle Xinyi Zhou
Timothy Hai Zhou
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Campolindo class of 2023

Neve Ryan Abcari

Hunter Adams

Jess Alexander Prestmann
Agraz

Jacob Thomas Ahearn
Quinn Martin Ahearn
Jack Stephen Alcalay
Charlotte Patricia Arnswald
Brynn Atlas

Sophia Caroline Awad
Lucienne Aziz-Mahoney
Alexander William Barash
Kira Lynn Barrett

Griffin Jude Bartis

Tobias Barton

Joshua Pio-Kumar Batra
Hailey Ellen Benson
Kaylin Jarred Blaj

Sofia Marie Blaj

Oscar Bloom

Adrian Jay Blumberg
Carson Wright Boone
Dylan Aaron Breznikar
Molly Michelle Breznikar
Tyler Brobak

Cable Bronte

Samantha Lynn Brouhard
Eleanor Frances Buckley

Elsie Camylle Bulling
Tyler Russell Bullock
Annika Rose Burmester
Sienna Marie Carroll
Marissa Castillo
Mathias Stacy Ceridono
Raena Chan

Yasmine Talia Chang
Calvin Yo-Si Chen
Elizabeth Chien

Ashlyn Taylor Chin
Clara Cho

Elizabeth Ling Cho

Asha Elan Christensen
Ava Cingolani

Shayne Frances Rose Clancy
Aidan Christopher Clark
Ashley Faith Cloza
Holden Nicklas Coakley
Annie Hayes Coane
Thomas William Colpo
Brendan Michael Comerford
Lucas Concepcion
Carolyn Paige Considine
William Finn Cook
Charlie Erickson Cooper
Ava Coppejans

Kathryn Marie Crosbhy
Jordan Khuu Crowe

Vito Antonio Crudele
Kevin Ronan Cunningham
Ava Angelina Curletto
Bettina Louise Curletto
Benjamin Kai Dapkus
Diego Davila Gil

Paige Davis

Samantha Leila Davis
Zoe Elizabeth De La Cruz
Barrett Dellamar

Anna Dendinger
Melania Janelle Devane
John Dong

Zack Louis Donovan

Aria Ornela Donthineni
Maggie Ann Doolittle
Casey Akera Dow

Ryan Partick Doyle
Katherine Carroll Duff
Truitt William Eglin
Abdullah El Mahayni
Dean Stuart Elia

Douglas Seth Ellery
Britain Alexander Ellis
Becket Thor Erickson
Zachary August Faber
Bennett Tyler Alfred Favro
Roan Keenan Fettig
Kristiano Sterrling Tristao
Figueiredo

Katie Elizabeth Fink
Alexandra Fiorindo
Caleb Lee Fleming

Emily Sophia Floyd
Conor Benjamin Flynn
Haley Elizabeth Flynn
Joshua Michael Fordelon
Lucille Georgia Foss
Riley Grace Fox

Jules Henri Frippiat
Sophia Jacqueline Galindo
Ava Garcia

Sophia Rose Gatmaitan
Vivienne Grace Gavillet
Nathan K Gill

Alexandra Allyn Goett
Louise James Goldblatt
Kemora Lee Golstein
Alfonso Dejesus Gonzalez
Maya Rachel Gottfried
Stephen Obinna Graves
Kenneth Steven Greenwell
Marlena R Gubser

Quinn Anne Guthrie

Ella Caroline Hack

LIVING TRUST

*895

COMPLETE

Valid until July 16, 2023

Plan Includes:
e Trust Agreement
e Pour Over Will

INITIAL

FREE

Law Offices of

CONSULTATION

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277

* Guardianship of Minor Children
» Power of Attorney for Finance

* Transfer of Real Property

» Advanced Health Care Directive

www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

Lauren Smykowski
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Kenyon College*
Loyola Marymount*
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We continue our remarkable history of developing the finest student-
athletes in the country at a rate that is truly extraordinary for a team of 150
swimmers. These 15 graduates have demonstrated a commitment to
academics, athletics, and leadership that is rare and would rival any program
in the country. We could not be more proud of their achievements, and more
significantly, of who they have become as young adults.

Orinda Aquatics 2023 graduating seniors will matriculate at:

Gibson

MEEKER

UC Berkeley*

UC Davis

UC Irvine

York University

US Naval Academy

www.orindaaquatics.org
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Bringing Back the Natives Tour features gardens in Orinda, Moraga

Y

Bl L

hot Sora O'Doherty

Guests of the 2023 Bringing Back the Natives Tour explored native plants in the
Moraga garden of Anne Chambers and Ed McAlpine, where they also received
information on achieving a green home.

By Sora O’Doherty

Barbara and Phil Leitner’s
garden in the Glorietta
neighborhood of Orinda
and the green home of
Anne Chambers and Ed
McAlpine in the Cam-
polindo area of Moraga
were featured in this
year’s Bringing Back the
Natives Tour. The 2023
tour featured 55 gardens
across Alameda and Con-
tra Costa counties designed
to show that native gar-
dens are beautiful, can be
designed on budget, and
are critical in supporting
biodiversity.

Since 2005, the Bring-
ing Back the Natives Gar-
den Tour, together with

passionate native plant
gardeners located
throughout Alameda and
Contra Costa counties, has
set the standard for sus-
tainable landscaping in
Northern California. Since
the tour’s inception in
2005, more than 200,000
garden visits have been
made. The gardens on the
Tour contain at least 70%
native plants, are
pesticide-free, water-
conserving, and provide
habitat for wildlife.

The Leitner’s garden
was designed by David
Bigham and installed by
Barbara Leitner. This gar-
den was featured in the
virtual tour on April 16 as
well as the in-person tour
on May 7. All the plants in

this garden are native to
the San Pablo Creek wa-
tershed; most were grown
from seed or cuttings orig-
inating locally. Leitner
recommends sourcing lo-
cal native plants at the Na-
tive Here Nursery in
Tilden Park. Information
about California natives is
available from the Califor-
nia Native Plant Society.
During the tour, Leit-
ner gave a talk about the
garden and the connection
between native plants and

wildlife. From plants to
insects to bhirds, she points
out, there is a circle of life.
Local native plants have
adapted and evolved with
local insects and birds,
which creates a natural
balance.

The Leitners have lived
on their Orinda property
for 29 years. When they
moved in, there was a Blue
Spruce, a magnolia, a lot of
juniper and a beautiful
lawn. The Blue Spruce
died, and the Leitners took
out the magnolia and ju-
nipers in 1998. Little na-
tive oak seedlings ap-
peared in their garden,
and they allowed three to
grow. They never watered
them, but they have
adapted to the area and
grown into beautiful trees.
The rest of the native gar-
den was installed in 2012.
Another tree on the prop-
erty is the daughter of
Orinda’s Hospice Tree of
Lights.

Barbara Leitner, who
holds a botany degree
from UC Berkeley and a
master’s in ecology from
UC Davis has worked as a
consultant to the City of
Orinda Creek Protection.
She makes the case for us-
ing local natives, arguing
that using local natives is
better than non-natives,
but using any natives is
better than non-natives.
She suggests that you use

plants that are beautiful to
you, and perhaps have a
scent that reminds you of
something pleasant, a
place you have enjoyed or
a hike you have taken.
Leitner also spends hun-
dreds of hours each year
volunteering on the
stinkwort weed abatement
project, removed the very
invasive weed that causes
arash if contacted.

In Moraga, Anne Cham-
bers and Ed McAlpine, who
have attended the Bringing
Back the Natives Tour since
its inception, hired Michael
Thilgen of Four Dimensions
Landscape to design their
garden. They removed a
swimming pool, lawn and
Monterey pines to create
more space for edibles, 30
varieties of fruit trees and
local California native plants.
The couple’s green home
features an electric range
with an induction cooktop,
Tesla solar roof tiles and two
lithium Tesla PowerWall bat-
teries, an electric whole
house fan and LED lighting
throughout.

During the tour on May
7, the property also hosted a
talk on induction ranges and
why they should be replacing
gas stoves. Recycle Smart had
a table on the property dur-
ing the tour to educate visi-
tors about the benefits of
making and using compost to
grow healthy plants, reduce
the use of fertilizers and pes-
ticides, and protect the
environment.

More information on the tour and native plants can be found here:
www.bringingbackthenatives.net/
www.bringingbackthenatives.net/barbara-leitner%E2%80%99s-garden
www.bringingbackthenatives.net/anne-chambers-and-ed-mcalpine%e2%80%99s-garden
WWW.cnps.org/

https://mativeherenursery.org/
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As a Realtor and member of this

All I ask in return is that you let me begin

CURB

NUMBER
PAINTING

T | CHROMA REALTY SERVES THE COMMUNITY

community, I'd like to fix the poor state
of neighborhood curb markings.

Did you know a fire can double in size
every 60 seconds it isn't contained? Or
that Lamorinda residents are not
immune to home-related crime? In the
event that an injury or heart attack
occurs in the home, seconds matter.

Community service is my primary mode
of outreach. Let me help your home
become more visible... curb appeal starts
at your curb (and so does property
maintenance).

the road to being liked and trusted as a
neighborhood Real Estate professional.
Enter the URL on your personal computer
or use this QR code to be directed to my
sigh-up/scheduling page.

chromarealty.com/curbpainting

A
925.567.4328




Page: B2 LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Fun and flavorful twist on classic quesadillas

Tequila-Lime Chicken Thigh Quesadillas

Photo Susie Iventosch
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By Susie Iventosch

This is a fun and spicy recipe
for quesadillas! Loaded with
a trifecta of fresh and roasted
chili peppers, diced grilled
chicken thighs, grilled onions,

¥ Chipotle Ranch dressing, and

mixed Mexican cheese, it’s a
flavorful proposition, for
sure. My son Joel came up
with this delicious recipe and
we’ve been tweaking it ever
since. This version is where
we’ve landed lately. We really
love having both fresh and
roasted peppers in this dish
for flavor and crunch. You
can also add grilled corn if
you have some extra from the
last time you barbecued corn,
and the grilled red onions re-
ally make the flavors come to
life. (This was a last-minute
addition, after we’d taken the
photos.) These quesadillas are
pretty filling, so we just eat
one per person, but if you’re

INGREDIENTS
(Serves 4)

feeling super hungry, count
on one and a half to two per
person. This recipe makes
four quesadillas.

The secret sauce is the
chipotle ranch dressing,
which adds great flavor, but
also binds the chicken and
veggies together before mak-
ing the quesadillas. Most
markets carry some brand of
chipotle ranch, (Marie’s,
Wishbone, Farmhouse, Hid-
den Valley, Walden Farms, to
name a few), but if your store
does not, you can either use
plain ranch dressing or make
your own by adding diced
chipotle peppers or chipotle
powder to the ranch dressing.
If we make our own, we like
to use Bolthouse Farms Clas-
sic Ranch as our base. We re-
ally like their yogurt-based
dressings ... super creamy,

tasty and lower fat than most.
Oh, and don’t forget the gua-
camole. In my book, it’s a

4 boneless, skinless chicken thighs

1 recipe marinade (below)

8 flour tortillas

1 red onion, cut into 8 wedges

2 poblano peppers, seeded and stem removed
2 jalapefio peppers, seeded and stem removed
2 Ortega chilies, seeded and stem removed

1 1/2 cup grated mixed Mexican cheese

3/4 cup Chipotle Ranch dressing (split - 1/2 cup for filling, 1/4 cup for garnish)

Marinade:
2 oz. tequila

2 oz. fresh squeezed lime juice

2 thsp. of your favorite hot sauce

2 thsp. of your favorite salsa

1/2 tsp. chili lime seasoning (optional)

DIRECTIONS
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must with Mexican food!

You can get most of the
ingredients for this dish
ready a day or two ahead of
time. Marinate the chicken
thighs for one to two hours
before grilling them. Once
they are cooked, cut them up
and store them in the refrig-
erator until you’re ready to
assemble the filling. Grill the
peppers and onions when you
grill the chicken and you can
also cut up the fresh peppers
well ahead of time. Just be-
fore you are ready to serve
dinner, heat up the skillet and
make the quesadillas. We like
to make them on cast iron
skillets on the burner, but you
could also make them on a
griddle, or a baking sheet in
the oven, or even on cast iron
on the barbecue. Since the
weather is finally getting
nicer, it’s fun to do your cook-
ing outdoors!

Mix up the marinade and pour over chicken about one to two hours ahead of grilling.

Preheat the grill to medium-high.

Meanwhile prepare the peppers. Cut off the stem and cut the peppers in half lengthwise.
Remove seeds and pith. Leave two halves of each kind of pepper intact, and finely dice the

remaining peppers.

Preheat the grill to medium-high heat. (Every grill is slightly different, so you may have to
adjust cooking times and temps.)
Place the pepper halves (cut side up) and the red onion wedges in an aluminum tray or on
heavy duty foil, and drizzle with a little bit of olive oil. Sprinkle lemon pepper, (or just salt and

pepper) over the tops.

Place the veggies on the upper rack and grill for about

15-20 minutes, or until blistered and slightly blackened, but not

charred. Cook the chicken for 5 minutes per side right on the

grill, or until cooked through.

Remove everything from the grill and cool enough to

handle. Once, cooled, dice the chicken, peppers and onions and

place into a mixing bowl. Add raw veggies and 1/2 cup of the

dressing. Mix well.

Preheat 2 cast iron skillets or a griddle over medium heat
on the stove (can use regular frying pans, too), and brush with
olive oil. Working in batches, place the bottom tortillas on the
skillet and sprinkle enough cheese to lightly cover the tortilla.
Cook over medium heat until cheese is beginning to melt.

Spoon 1/4 of the filling mixture over the melted cheese.
Sprinkle more cheese on top and place the top tortilla over the
cheese. Continue to cook for another minute or two before
flipping the quesadilla to brown the other side.

Once the cheese is good and melted and the tortillas are

WALNUT CR’EEK

R M O G
Healthier Skin LiES Within

Paige
Radell, M.D.

www.walnutcreekderm.com

925-391-9439

Pediatric and Adult Patients.
Same day appointments available.

golden-brown, remove from skillet and start the next batch. If
you want to keep them warm, place the finished quesadillas on
a baking sheet in the oven, on low, to keep warm until all of the

quesadillas are done.

Serve with guacamole, salsa and extra chipotle ranch.
Garnish with fresh cilantro sprigs.

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com If you
would like to share your favorite
recipe with Susie please contact her
by email or call our office at (925)
377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Cal Shakes announces lineup for ‘At

the Bruns’

Submitted by
Kevin Kopjak

California Shakespeare The-
ater (Cal Shakes) recently an-
nounced the lineup of pro-
gramming for “At the Bruns,”
a new series showcasing mu-
sic, comedy and theater, as
well as a season opening pic-
nic. Presented by Cal Shakes,
"At the Bruns" is produced by
outside community arts and
culture organizations per-
forming at the Bruns Memor-
ial Amphitheater May through
October 2023.

“We’re excited to bring
this new summer performing
arts series to our families,
friends, and neighbors” says -

Clive Worsley, Executive Di-
rector of Cal Shakes. ““At the
Bruns’ is an extension, not a
replacement, of our Shake-
spearean roots. This year we’ll
have great music on the main-
stage, a site-integrated theater
production, stand-up comedy,
classical music and more. It’s
an exciting lineup that is
guaranteed to be a fun time.
We hope you’ll join us back in
the eucalyptus groves.”

Doors will open May 28 at
1 p.m. for the Season Opening
Picnic, which will feature an
afternoon of music featuring
musical guest Brightshine — a
California-based quartet that
redefines improvisational
rock by focusing on strong

Tickets are free, but reservations are required go
to https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1nojXtCLC3Z-ThzGEeUYoL3xDcoT7y1qODILPAxyXhhw to
reserve your spot. For more information about additional shows, visit

https://calshakes.org/atthebruns/

songs and arrangements, cre-
ating an irresistible style that
is syncopated, ethereal and
rocking — as well as food,
drinks and, reconnecting with
each other, and the turkeys in
the Siesta Hills. The first per-
formance begins at 2 p.m., fol-
lowed by a 4 p.m. perfor-
mance. Some of the other or-
ganizations planning on join-
ing the celebration include
Cancer Support Community,
The Mosaic Project, We Play-
ers, Young People’s Symphony
Orchestra, and Cal Shakes
Conservatory Instructors. Face
painting and balloon critters
will also be available. There
will be food and drink avail-
able at the café.
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Ekphrasis exhibit: Improv jazz for

artists

and authors

—

Photo courtesy Kathy Molloy

The visual artwork and the author’s writings were displayed
in pairs in the Ekphrasis Collaborative Exhibit hosted by

three arts organizations.

Submitted by
Elana O’Loskey

Curator and Board Member
Bill Carmel of the Lamorinda
Arts Council (LAC), past presi-
dent and V.P. Linda Hartmann

of the California Writers Club
Mt. Diablo Branch (CWC) and
President Donna Arganbright
and V.P. of Exhibitions Ruth
Stanton of Lamorinda Arts Al-
liance (LAA) collaborated for
two years to bring the

All artwork available for sale can be purchased at
https://lamorindaarts.org/product-category/ekphrasis/. For more information, visit Lamorinda
Arts Council (http://lamorindaarts.org/ekphrasis/); California Writers Club Mt. Diablo Branch

(https://cwcmtdiablo.org/ekphrasis/) and Lamorinda Arts Alliance

(https:/laadart.org/calls-for-artists/).

Ekphrasis exhibit to the Art
Gallery at the Orinda Library
on May 6. The event was
standing room only, with ap-
proximately 250 people filling
the Library auditorium.

LAC President Sue Farmer
introduced Mayor Inga Miller
who opened the event in the
Library Auditorium. Initiator
Artists’ spoke about their work
which was projected on a big
screen. Responding Authors
then recited their writings. An
audience Q&A followed each
of the six presenters. LAC cu-
rator Bill Carmel said,
“Ekphrasis is like improvisa-
tional jazz because authors
and artists inspire each other
to create new works of written
and visual art. Fifty artists and
50 authors worked anony-
mously as names are not re-
vealed until the exhibit
opens.”

Hybrid work is here to stay: How to
maximize productivity when working

at home

Photos Shutterfly

By Jennifer Raftis,
CPO

The pandemic taught us many
things about ourselves, our
world, and our priorities.
During the lockdown, people
slowed down, families were
playing with their kids on the
street in the middle of the day
and big bonus - there were
hardly any cars on the road.

We realized that there
were options available for us
to do many things in a differ-
ent way. One of those things is
how and where we work. We
quickly discovered that the
need to work from home was
essential and doable. I'm still
amazed at the speed at which
we adapted to the new work-
place, aka our homes.

After we figured out how
to use Zoom and share our
space with all of our family
members and bewildered
pets, we were up and running.
Now, fast forward to 2023,
many businesses and their
employees have discovered
that we don’t really need to be
in the office full time. Hybrid
work is here to stay.

Turns out that a large
percentage of both businesses
and workers prefer the hybrid
model. Sounds great, right?
Roll out of bed and you're al-
ready at work! Very quickly,
we realized that working from
home has its own set of chal-
lenges. Here are some tips that
I give my clients for a better
chance of long-term success
when working part-time or
full-time from home:

1) Follow a daily routine
and set a work schedule.
Even though you do have a
great deal of flexibility when
you work from home it is im-
portant to set up your work
hours for the same time every
day. End on time and start on
time, every workday.

2) Establish clear
boundaries with other fam-
ily members. I find that for
myself, when I am working on
projects for my clients, I am
very focused and do not want
to be interrupted. Put a “Do
Not Disturb” sign on your door
or desk. Asking others to re-
spect your work time does not
mean you are being hurtful or
selfish; you are working.
Starting and stopping your
train of thought with inter-
ruptions is not productive or
efficient.

3) Create a designated
space for work in your

home. Make the space a place
that you enjoy going to work.
Set it up so all the items you
need — computer, notepad,
earbuds, pens — are nearby.
Buy plants for your home of-
fice, because they make us
happy! Face a window; I
promise, it’s a mood changer
for the better!

4) Invest in a quality er-
gonomic chair and headset.
It is never ideal to work from
an uncomfortable chair (or
your bed or couch) for obvi-
ous reasons — posture prob-
lems leading to back pain. Us-
ing earbuds or headphones as
a headset will allow you to
work handsfree and provide a
clearer connection than rely-
ing on your computer’s micro-
phone.

5) Set up your home of-
fice for success. Many of my
clients are more efficient
when they have two monitors
instead of just one. Make sure
you have high speed internet
with a strong signal in your
workspace.

6) Do not eat at your
desk. It is important to take
breaks from your work space
for snacks or lunches.

7) Take Zoom breaks. If
possible, do not schedule back-
to-back meetings. Take time to
regroup between meetings
and absorb the information
you just heard, take notes, and
prepare for the next meeting
or project. This is an ideal
time to step outside, take a

Professional Organizer, Jennifer Raftis,
CPO® founded Efficiency Matters, LLC to
help you with all of your organizing
needs for your home and business. She is
a Certified Professional Organizer and an
active board member with NAPO, Na-
tional Association of Productivity and

Organizing Professionals.

She is also an independent representa-
tive for The Container Store and has ex-
pertise in designing closets, garages,
pantries, playrooms and more. In addi-
tion, she is a Corporate Organizing and
Productivity Consultant and has worked
with Fortune 500 companies across the
U.S. Another large part of her business is

short walk, and refresh. Zoom
fatigue is real.

8) Eliminate distrac-
tions. For obvious reasons,
this is often more difficult to
achieve when working from
home. This is where boundary
setting becomes critical. Pets,
kitchens, and phones can be
distracting (TVs too). Turn off
your email notifications and
check your email at a sched-
uled time throughout the day
instead of reading each one as
it comes in. It goes without
saying, social media equals
rabbit hole, just don’t look
during work time.

9. Make time to wind
down after work. Even
though we might have com-
plained about our commute, it
gave us time to clearly mark
the end of the work day and
wind down before we began
our evening activities with
family. After your workday is
finished, take a little time to
refresh and shake off the
workday before you head into
the family room, go to the
gym, or start dinner.

Coming soon: Efficiency
Matters Q&A. I will be starting
a question and answer section
at the end of my article. You
can describe your organizing
challenge or ask a question,
and I pick one or two and will
respond in my next article.
Send your questions to: Jen-
nifer@efficiencymatter-
sllc.com with Lamorinda
Weekly in the subject line.

move management especially working with seniors who are
downsizing. She and her husband have lived in Moraga for 30
years, raising 3 kids and working countless volunteer hours with
many local non-profit organizations and schools. Jennifer@effi-

ciencymattersllc.com,

925-698-3756 www.efficiencymattersllc.com
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OR Zoom Link at https://lamorindasunrise.org/speakers

June 2023 Weekly Speakers

June 2 - David Behring — The Amazing Wheelchair Foundation

June 9 - Parker Downing — 500 Pounds for 300 Miles by Drone

June 16 — George Maroulis — What Signature Bank Got Right

June 23 - Sophie Gil - True Digital Nomad

June 30 - James Patterson — Want To Know Everything About Your Knees?

..'I'fl‘

Conservatory

Char S mapm iy C ormar=paby wal rfure; m JO0 S ity ke i
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3-week session June 1 zth-iﬁ'th‘_'_

FLETE twithon: © oo 5

2-week session July 17th-28th
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SIERRA CHAMBER SOCIETY

Members of the SF Symphony and Distinguished Guests
2022 - 2023 (36th) CONCERT SEASON

Season Finale

Sunday

June 11, 2023
3PM

Maurice Ravel — Piéce en Forme de Habafera
for Oboe and Piano
Paul Juon — Trio for Piano and Strings
Mozart — String Quintet.
in E flat major. K.614.

Tickets: Regular $30, Senior $25, Children under 12 $20
Grace Presbyterian Church, 2100 Tice Valley Blvd, Walnut Creek

Please visit
www.sierrachamber.com

or info@sierrachamber.com
for further information.

Masks strongly advised.

TOWN HALL THEATRE COMPANY

CRUMBS FROM
THE TABLE OF JOY

by Lynn Nottage
dgirected by Tanika Baptiste fissine o pairing
i i Tennessee Williams
and
Lorraine Hansberry”
-New York Post

LIVESTHEATRERAEDUCATION!

ENVE TOWN BALASS
THISIMAY!

@TDWN HALLTHEATRE.COM

g L
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‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

Art

Wednesday, June 7 new ex-
hibit, "Moments in Time," at
the Moraga Art Gallery, 432
Center Street in the Rheem
Shopping Center. Featuring
the work of two popular local
artists: Judy Miller, a sculptor
who captures figures at par-
ticular moments in their lives,
both ordinary and unique,
and acrylic painter Debby
Koonce, whose forte is colorful
and appealing images of out-
door places both near (Mt. Di-
ablo) and far (other lands). A
free reception will be held on
Saturday, June 17 from 5 to 7
p-m. The gallery, is open
Wednesday to Sunday from
noon to 5 p.m. For more infor-
mation, visit www.moragaart-
gallery.com or call (925)
376-5407.

Valley Art Gallery an-
nounces new exhibition:
“Paint what you love!” New
works by featured artist
Samantha McNally. Also, East
Bay Open Studios McNally ex-
hibition May 13 through June
24. East Bay open Studios May
13/14 and May 20/21. Free,
open to the public, 11 a.m.-5
p-m. Tuesday — Saturday. 1661
Botelho Drive, Suite 110, Wal-
nut Creek, www.valleyart-
gallery.org; (925) 935-4311

Music

The Rotary Club of Orinda
and the City of Orinda, with
Festival Opera, proudly pre-
sent their 13th Annual Opera
in the Park on Thursday, June
22 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the
Orinda Community Park.
Bring the entire family, a
blanket, a chair or two and
enjoy a picnic from home or
delicious food truck offerings.
This is an evening of best-
loved opera pieces and musi-
cal theater favorites per-
formed by first-rate profes-
sional musicians. Free admis-

sion - BART and handicapped-
accessible - Free parking.
Rock the Plaza Concert Series:
Friday evenings June 2, 9, 16
and 23. Free live music in

Lafayette Plaza Park, 6-8 p.m.
Friday, June 2: Sausalito; Fri-
day, June 9: The 925 Band; Fri-
day, June 16: Hot Dog Chicken;
and Friday, June 23: Lamor-
inda Arts Council’s Lamorinda
Idol Contestants. Plan your
picnic in the park by ordering
takeout from Lafayette’s
restaurant row. Lawn chairs,
blankets, and air guitars are
welcome! Stop by vendor row
for kids’ activities, to meet lo-
cal nonprofits, and see and
buy local art! Learn more at
https://lafayettecham-
ber.org/rock.

2727 California Street Gallery
presents Rupurrr's Cat Drag
Queen Art Show! on Saturday,
June 10, from 5 to 10 p.m., at
2727 California Street Gallery,
2727 California Street, Berke-
ley. This is an art show about
paintings of cats in drag,
painted by Colin Hurley, cu-
rated by Christine Thompson,
and manifested by a cat
named Rupurrr! Cost: $5 Sug-
gested donation. For more info
see www.rupurrr.com or call
(510) 295-9079 or email thep-
ainterofcats@gmail.com.

Hurricane Diane at Aurora
Theatre Company on June 16 -
July 17: Tues-Wed 7 p.m.;
Thurs-Sat 8 p.m.; Sun 2 p.m., at
Aurora Theatre Company,
2081 Addison Street, Berkeley.
Carol wants her house to have
a garden that will be the envy
of her neighbors. The Greek
God Dionysus returns in the
guise of a butch gardener, Di-
ane. Cost: $20-70. For more
info see https://aurorathe-
atre.org/hurricanediane or
call (510) 843-4042 or email
info@auroratheatre.org.

The Magic, Mystery and Mas-
tery of Vermeer — Tuesday,
May 30, 2 to 3 p.m. at the
Lafayette Library. Join art lec-
turer Avril Angevine as she
helps us celebrate the once-in-
a-lifetime Vermeer exhibit at
Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum.
View 28 of Vermeer’s 37
known works —more than
ever before seen together.
Free; no reservation neces-
sary, just show up.

"The Sweet Thursday Author
Series is on June 15 at 7 p.m.
in the Don Tatzin Community
Hall at the Lafayette Library
and Learning Center. Author
John Shea will discuss his
book “24: Life Stories and
Lessons from the Say Hey
Kid.” This is free event is
sponsored by the Friends of
the Lafayette Library. Regis-
tration is required at
tinyurl.com/sweet-june23.

Other

Lafayette's 2nd Annual Com-
munity Day--Saturday, June 3.
Lafayette's three Cs--
Community Foundation, City
and Chamber of Commerce
will once again partner for the
second annual Lafayette Com-
munity Day. This special day
of volunteerism and celebra-
tion will include an opportu-
nity for attendees to sign up
for day-of volunteer opportu-
nities in the categories of
youth development and edu-
cation, seniors, arts and cul-
ture, diversity and kindness
and town beautification.
www.lafayettecommunity-
day.org

Please join us for a Memorial
Day Vigil on Monday, May 29,
at 5:30 p.m. The vigil will take
place at the Lafayette Hillside
Memorial, across from BART
in Lafayette. It will include

short speeches, poetry, music
and reflection. The land may
be sold soon, so this may be
our last vigil. Also, please join
a community work party to
tidy the site on Saturday, May
27 from 10 a.m. to noon.
www.lafayettehillside
memorial.org

Mocktails & Cocktails: Sun-
day, May 28, 3 to 5 p.m. at The
Coop. Join friends of the Lam-
orinda Arts Council for artsy
talk about the creative life.
Please bring whatever art,
digital art, music, writing, etc.
you are working on as a
prompt to start the conversa-
tion. We want to know what is
stirring up (or blocking) your
creative juices. Look for our
knockoff Picassoesque poster
of Dora Maar (Picasso’s muse
and model) — that’s us! No
Host Bar — just show up. Ques-
tions? Email literary@lamor-
indaarts.org or call (925)
359-9940.

Lafayette Hillside Memorial
annual Memorial Day vigil
will be held Monday, May 29
at 5:30 p.m. and is open to all.
There will be music, poetry
and remarks by selected area
representatives. Please park in
the Lafayette BART parking lot
across the street and use the
crosswalk. For more informa-
tion, visit
www.lafayettehillside
memorial.org

Be the Star You Are! charity
SHOE DRIVE: Clean out your
closets of shoes you no longer
want or need to support fami-
lies in poverty in developing
countries. Shoes may be
dropped off at Moraga schools
through June 1 and through
June 30 at https://5a-
space.com/, 455 Moraga Rd.
#F, Moraga or
www.TeamHoogs.com, 629
Moraga Road (next to 7/11),
Moraga. For more informa-
tion, visit

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Sunday 10am in person worship
We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.

Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms everyone
on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

OUR

W AT, L ANE, LAFRYTTT

SAVIOR'S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

WU Dol Y SO FOISL) -\.||.|_{_.-,

'\-l_h.n‘- OIS | P | Se Tl

X ATTRCE N v

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
In-Person & Virtual service Sun. at 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us

Awelcoming and loving

Sundays 10:00 a.m.

In person & Livestream

community of faith
that learns, grows, and serves

TOGETHER,

A% Kncex Dirhve ® Lafaeette, CA

LOPC.ORG

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/
WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

mvpe
JOIN US
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM

OR ONLINE AT MVPCTODAY.ORG

www.bethestaryouare.org/
shoedrive

The 32nd edition of Bay Area
KidFest, one of the Bay Area's
longest-running family events,
is on the May 27-29 Memorial
Day Weekend featuring three
days of jam-packed entertain-
ment and attractions, activi-
ties, food, KidFest Market-
place, rides and fun in Down-
town Concord. KidFest is open
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday
and Sunday, and 10 a.m. to 5
p-m. on Memorial Day Mon-
day at Mt. Diablo High School,
2450 Grant St. in downtown
Concord just off Highway 242.
Admission is just $8 with a do-
nation of canned food to the
Monument Crisis Center or $9
without a can donation.

The Walnut Creek Garden
Club will hold its monthly
meeting on Monday, June 12 at
the Elks Lodge, 1475 Creekside
Dr., in Walnut Creek. Registra-
tion begins at 9:30 a.m., fol-
lowed by a brief business
meeting, social time and edu-
cational program. The pro-
gram “Trees, Parks and Volun-
teers” will be presented by
Roger Ravenstad. Roger will
share lessons he’s learned in
his 25 years designing and
managing the growth of a pre-
mier public park system in
Fremont. We welcome the
public to visit our meetings
and to become a part of the
Walnut Creek Garden Club.
For more information, please
visit: www.walnutcreekgar-
denclub.org.
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National Charity League,
Acalanes Chapter celebrates
graduating 2023 seniors

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Photo Juleen Lapporte

Back row, from left: Lucy Gellman, Kristin Parker, Reagan Kaelle, Tess
Gundacker, Hailey Hiatt, Haley Rurka, Samantha Brouhard, Phoebe Hughes,
Ava Jacuzzi, Sophia Awad, Kathryn Ishizu, Fiona Hughes; middle row: Emma
Verprauskus, Ava Spiegel, Courtney Mercer, Charis Woo, Sophie Westen,
Siena Espopa, Kelsey Severson; front row: Emily Floyd, Claire Wood, Gabriela
Benveniste, Alexandra Yu, Gracyn Roake, Ella Robinson

Submitted by Lynn Spiegel

During the Senior Recognition cere-
mony on March 4 at Contra Costa
Country Club, the 26 girls of the
Acalanes Chapter of the National Char-
ity League's Senior Class were cele-
brated for their philanthropy work
over the past six years. The Ticktock-
ers, as they are referred to, were
dressed in formal white gowns and
presented their experiences to their
families and loved ones. Following the
formal dinner, the group enjoyed a
high-energy dance party, complete
with a DJ, candy bar, and balloons. De-
spite the inclement weather, all atten-
dees had a great time.

The Acalanes chapter, which con-
sists of members from Orinda,
Lafayette and Moraga, recruits girls in

seventh grade and assigns them to vol-
unteer at various organizations
throughout the area, including the
Contra Costa Food Bank, Monument
Crisis Center, Lamorinda Village, Shel-
ter Inc., Bay Area Rescue Mission, Op-
eration Dignity, Bay Area Crisis Nurs-
ery, Oakland Zoo, Special Olympics
NorCal, and many others. The NCL
Acalanes Chapter has accumulated
over 9,182 hours of service.

For their Senior Project, the class
completely revamped and furnished
several rooms in Grateful Gatherings,
which helps parents and their children
transition from homelessness into
housing, promoting family unity. These
young women will carry their leader-
ship skills, community involvement,
and cultural experiences with them as
they embark on their college journeys.

925-377-0977
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Lafayette piano students
perform at the Royal Albert Hall
in London, England

Submitted by Darja Koehler

Seven piano students (Adelaide Chan,
Antoine Luong, Audrey Luong, Gustav
Singel, Lance Molina, Leo Chen, and
Zoe Hao-Teplinsky) performed at the

Photo provided

| British Suzuki Gala on
| April 9. The concert was
held at the prestigious
Royal Albert Hall in Lon-
don, UK, and featured
over 1,300 young musi-
- cians from 30 countries.
Darja Koehler, their pi-
ano teacher, offered her
students the opportunity
to share their skills on an
international scale, and
L. successfully prepared

8 them for both audition
and performance. With
the Suzuki Method,
Dr.Shinichi Suzuki
sought to create a better
and more peaceful world
through the love of mu-
sic instilled in children at
an early age. His wish
was fulfilled by the ex-
ceptional musicians at

the second ever British
Suzuki Gala as they per-

formed and shared their artistic abili-
ties with the audience. The magnitude
and impact of the event will remain
unforgettable for both musicians and
audience alike.

Three New Eagle Scouts for

Troop 224G

Submitted by
James Crinnion

Troop 224G in Lafayette introduced its
three newest Eagle Scouts: Caitlin
Crinnion, Dakota Goyert and Hazel
Krozek. All three joined Troop 224G
on Feb. 1, 2019, the first day girls could
officially join Scouts BSA. They be-
come the fourth, fifth and sixth girls to
eagle from Troop 224G.

To achieve the rank of Eagle, a
Scout must earn 21 Merit badges, in-
cluding 14 required Merit badges.
They must demonstrate leadership
skills, scout spirit and they must de-
velop, plan and execute a community
service project while leading other
scouts.

Crinnion, a junior at Acalanes, led
a group of scouts to repair and reroof

the school bus stop that
serves the Oak Springs
neighborhood of
Orinda. The bus stop
was originally con-
structed in the 1920s
and was in desperate
need of repairs and a
new roof. Over two
days Crinnion led a
group of scouts as they
erected scaffolding, re-
placed rotten wood
and put a new fire re-
sistant roof on top of
the bus stop.

Goyert, also a ju-
nior at Acalanes, led
scouts in painting a
mural at Jelly’s Place.
Jelly’s Place is a non-
profit animal shelter in
San Pablo. They rescue
cats and dogs from all
over the world in
hopes of giving them a
better life. Goyert de-
cided to use her cre-
ativity and paint a col-
orful set of murals.
Over the course of a
few weeks, Goyert cre-
ated stencils, primed
walls, sourced supplies

Photo provided and painted a set of
murals. Thanks to the
help of fellow scouts, Goyert was able
to brighten up Jelly’s Place.

Krozek, a junior at Campolindo
High School, saw a need in her neigh-
borhood during COVID and did some-
thing about it. She led fellow scouts to
build two mini book libraries for her
neighborhood. They built them by
hand, painted them and set them on
posts in two separate locations in the
Silver Springs neighborhood. When it
was time to fill them, Hazel and her
amazing neighbors filled them with
books so everyone had something to
read during those long days.

Troop 224G is the sister troop to
Troop 224B and both currently meet in
a hut behind Happy Valley Elementary.
Later this year both troops will be
moving to their new permanent home
on Camino Diablo Road across from
the Lafayette Tennis Club.

Communlty Service: we are pleased to make space available when-
ever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the

Community.

Campo junior wins prestigious
award for musical

performance

seeks to encourage and
support young artists by
providing awards pro-
grams that promote and
honor their creativity.
The Presidential Award
is BACF’s highest honor.
“After COVID, we were
hearing a lot of stories of
attacks on Asian Ameri-
~ cans, especially around
% the Bay Area. My Grand-
4 parents were both in
" their 80's and I was re-
ally worried that they
would be targets, and at
the same time scared yet
wanting to do something
to try to stop these at-
tacks,” Lim said in her
BACF Artist Statement.

Screen shot of Mina Lim | im decided to create

Campolindo High School junior Mina
Lim won the Presidential Award for
her music performance of “Rise Up”
by A. Day as part of the 2023 Bay Area
Creative Foundation Competition. The
Bay Area Creative Foundation was es-
tablished “to celebrate the importance
of creativity in all our lives.” BACF

her video to show people
that we are all humans living together
and surviving together.

To watch her video performance,
visit
www.bayareacreativefoundation.org/
2023/rise-up-by-a-day-mina-1
—J. Wake

Troop 402 honors two new
Eagle Scouts

Submitted by
Kevin Strohmeyer

Scouts BSA Troop 402 of Lafayette and
Moraga recently announced that two
young women earned the rank of Ea-
gle Scout. Helen O’Neil and Molly
Strohmeyer will be the sixth and sev-
enth female Eagle Scouts to receive the
award from Troop 402, formed upon
the inclusion of girls into the Scouts
BSA in 2019.

Troop 402, one of the largest all-

girl troops in the coun-
try, celebrated these
scouts at an Eagle Court
of Honor held on May
10 where Scoutmaster
Heather Tzortzis pre-
sented the awards for
the highest rank in
scouting, earned by less
than 2% of all mem-
bers.

As a graduating
Senior at Acalanes High
School, O’Neil led the
troop as Senior Patrol
Leader during the
lockdown days of
COVID designing online
meetings to keep iso-
lated scouts engaged
. and part of a commu-
nity. Her Eagle service
project raised funds
and art supplies for the
nonprofit Voices of
Children, an organiza-
®i . tion focused on chil-

Photo provided dren's mental health in
war-torn Ukraine.
O’Neil will attend UC San Diego this fall
to study global health.

Strohmeyer, a graduating senior at
Campolindo High School, led the troop
as Senior Patrol Leader in 2021-22,
working with adult leadership to bring
scouting’s outdoor activities back to
life with high demand. Strohmeyer's
Eagle Service Project produced a sus-
tainable plant identification signage
project at the Rheem School Garden in
Moraga. Strohmeyer will attend the
University of Wisconsin in the fall,
studying anthropology.
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Success for Lamorinda track teams at NCS Tri-Valley Area

i.‘.

Championship and Meet o

Campolindo’s Ellie Buckley and Shea Volkmer finishing 1-2 in
1600 meter

By Jon Kingdon

In the NCS Tri-Valley Cham-
pionship on May 13, Lamor-
inda schools were well repre-
sented and a good many of
them qualified for the Meet o
Champions. In doing so, there
were a number of personal
records, team records and
meet records set by the vari-
ous athletes from Acalanes,
Campolindo and Miramonte.

At the Tri-Valley, the
Campolindo girls finished in
first, Acalanes eighth and Mi-
ramonte 12th. For the boys’
teams, Campolindo finished
in sixth, Acalanes seventh
and Miramonte 19th.

At the Meet of Champi-
ons, Campo girls finished
first, Acalanes 17th, and Mi-
ramonte 40th. For the boys’
teams, Acalanes finished 6th,
Campolindo 22nd and Mira-
monte 41st.

Campolindo

Campolindo had its main
success in the running events.

The Campolindo girls
were led by Mari Testa who
competed in the maximum
allowed four events, winning
the girls’ 100 meters, 100-
meter hurdles, 200 meters
and finished in sixth on the
teams 4X100 relay team.

“It was a great perfor-
mance by Mari,” assistant
coach Andy Lindquist said.
“She set the school record in
her individual events and
helped our 4x100 relay team
(Testa, Charlotte Arnswald,
Meagan Kennedy and Sarah
Graves) advance on to the
next week as well.”

The girls’ team also did
well in the distance events.
Ellie Buckley and Shea Volk-
mer finished in first and sec-
ond place, respectively, in the
1,600- and 3,200-meter races
under trying conditions with
the temperatures reaching
into the high 80s. Kate
Kabenina also qualified to
run the next week by finish-
ing sixth in the 3,200 meters.

With a sixth-place finish in
the 400 meters, Meagan
Kennedy also made it to the
Meet of Champions.

“Ellie and Shea have been
on a tear the past couple of

£ weeks so it wasn’t a surprise

that they would go out and
finish 1-2 in both races along
with Kate, running under dif-
ficult conditions which defi-
nitely helped our team to fin-
ish in first place, ahead of
second place Monte Vista by
10 points.”

Pinkie Schnayer finished
second and sixth in the shot
put and discus throw, and
Anna Stubbington finished in
fourth in the shot put for the
Cougars. “Pinkie and Anna
had great weekends and had
a lot to be pleased and happy
about with their perfor-
mance,” Lindquist said.

Garrett Nelson led the
boys with a first-place finish
in the 100 meters and fin-
ished in fourth in the 200 me-
ters. Josh Myers also ad-
vanced with a sixth-place fin-
ish in the 100 meters. This
was the third time that the
100-meter record at Cam-
polindo was broken this year.
“Earlier in the year, Garrett
broke the school record and
then three minutes later, Josh
broke that record and Gar-
rett’s 10.69-time last Saturday
once again set the school
record. Garrett also broke the
school 200-meter record
(21.78), so it was definitely a
very good day for him,”
Lindquist said.

Quinn Ahearn finished in
fifth in the 300-meter hur-
dles. “Quinn has been im-
proving each week and has
gotten cleaner navigating the
barriers,” Lindquist said.

In the boys 1,600 meters,
Alexander Lodewick finished
in fifth with a time of 4:20.70
and Connor McGhee and Alex
Thomasson also hit their
qualifying marks as did the
4x100 relay team (Josh Myers,
Garrett Nelson, Kyle Fossen
and Brendan Comerford).
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Bryce McLaverty quali-
fied in both the shot (45°0”)
and discus (124°03”). “Bryce
has really been coming on
strong the last four weeks of
the season and this was a big
step up for him and the first
time he has advanced this far
and has come a long way this
past year,” Lindquist said.

“With both of our varsity
teams winning the league ti-
tle, it was the first time since
2010 that we won both titles
in the same year,” Lindquist
said. “It’s been a great year so
far with all of the school
records that have been bro-
ken and how high our ath-
letes have been placing in
their events.”

Acalanes

It was also a day of su-
perlative performances for
the Acalanes boys, girls, and
unified team. Leading the
way was the boys 4x100 team
(Ethan Torres, Trevor Rogers,
Kyle Bielawski, Paul Kuhner)
with a time of 41.28 that set a
school record, a meet record
and the ninth best time ever
run in NCS history.

Kuhner ran the anchor
leg and also won the 200 me-
ters with a time of 21.5 which
was also a school and meet
record. Besides the 4x100,
Rogers also advanced to the
Meet of Champions with a
time of 22.45 in the 200 me-
ters and finished in second
place with a long jump of
22°1.75. The 4x400 relay team
of Jacob Boselli, Rogers, Tyler
Hunt and Kuhner qualified

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Submit sports stories and story ideas to
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Photos Jon Kingdon
Acalanes’s Paul Kuhner finishing the 4x100 record setting relay

with a time of 3:28.67. Hunt
finished in seventh place in
the 800-meter run with a time
of 1:47.35 to also advance.

Two members of the girls’
basketball team were stand-
outs for the Dons, sopho-
mores Sophie Chinn finishing
second in the 100-meter hur-
dles with a time of 16.08 and
Dulci Vail finishing in first
with a high jump of 5°5”. Ha-
ley Chelemedos finished in
fourth place with a jump of
5°0” and Megan Yee also ad-
vanced with a time of 5:16.91
in the 1,600-meter race.

“Sophie has been up
there all season and is still
learning how to hurdle which
is even more impressive and
now has the sixth fastest hur-
dler time in the history of
Acalanes,” head coach Joe Es-
cobar said. “Dulci’s jump is
the second-best mark in
school history.”

Also advancing in the
field events were Natalie
Lyons with a long jump of
16°8.5” to finish in third place
and Carly Young Harriman
who finished in fifth place
with a triple jump of 33’1.5”.

This is the second year in
a row where Acalanes closed
their season with a strong
finish. “Trevor, Paul and Ha-
ley all missed most of the
year with injuries and they
were all ready to go yester-
day,” Escobar said. “The end
of this season has turned out
as good as last year despite
having to deal with a lot of
injuries and weather prob-

" lems in the middle of the year

and everyone has battled
back and come through when
it mattered the most.”

The Acalanes Unified
Team, where general ed and
special ed students can com-

. pete together, also performed
hwell for the Dons. Brody Lim,

Samuel Hamalian, Miles
Clark, and Marcus McGadney
all earned points in the boys
100 meters as did Charlotte
Sutherland, Elena Russo,
Ainsley Dodge and Alvia De-
Credico in the girls 100 me-
ters. Apollonia Walton and
Alyvia DeCredico both placed
in the girls’ long jump.

Escobar was congratula-
tory to all of the members of
the Unified team but made
special mention of the per-
formance of Hamalian: “In
addition to being an integral
part of our Unified Program,
Sammy also competed as a
varsity athlete. On senior
night Sammy went out and
won the varsity boys 3200-
meter race against Las Lomas
and Miramonte.”
Miramonte

With a relatively young
team, Head Coach Andrew
Lewis was pleased with their
performance. “We’re happy
with how the season has
worked out,” Lewis said. “We
had some great performances
at our DAL championships,
and we took a good amount
of people to the Tri-Valley
Championship.”

Sophomore Tori Chatter
ran the 200- and 400-meter
races but will focus on the
200-meter race at the Meet of
Champions. Chatter's time of
25.01 in the 200 meters set a
new school record.

Asher Patel finished in
sixth in the 800-meter run
with a time of 1:57.22 and 4th
in the 1600 with a time of
4:19.52 but will only compete
in the 1600, hoping to qualify
for the state meet. Grace Bell
will compete in 3200 meter in
the Meet of Champions after
finishing in ninth with a time
of 12:02.01.

Addison Braitberg fin-
ished in second place with a
high jump of 5°0” and Jessica
Youn finished in third place
with a pole vault of 9°11”.

“Addison improved by
two inches over her previous
mark and showed up big,”
Lewis said. “Jessica continued
her great season after win-
ning the DAL and we’re
happy to have her come out
to the Meet of Champions.”

These top finishers will head to the state tournament

School Event Athlete Results Place
Acalanes Girls High Jump Dulci Vail 5'6" 2Nd
Acalanes Boys Long Jump Trevor Rogers 23-1/2 2Nd
Acalanes Boys 4X100 Relay Torres, Bielawki Rogers, Kuhner 41.46 1St
Acalanes Boys 200 Meter Paul Kuhner 22.08 3Rd
Campolindo Girls Shot Put Pinkie Schnayer 39-73/4 1St
Campolindo Girls 1600 Ellie Buckley 4.56.2 3Rd
Campolindo Girls 100 Meter Hurdles Mari Testa 14.28 1St
Campolindo Girls 100 Meter Mari Testa 11.94 1St
Campolindo Boys 100 Meter Josh Myers 10.74 3Rd
Campolindo Girls 200 Meter Mari Testa 25.02 1St
Campolindo Girls 1200 Meter Ellie Buckley 10:45.0 2Nd
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Local male small business own-
er would like to rentaroomin a
house/condo. Prefer very quiet
environment. Please email
sparker07@comcast.net

Call or Text 925-818-2727

| House Cleaning |
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Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
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General Engineering Contractors
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alamedaengineering@comcast.net
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‘ NO JOBTOO SMALL
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Please call Carlos Toledo
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(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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Talent and character highlight inductions into the Campolindo
Football Hall of Fame

Photo ]ri Kiﬁgdon

From left: Andrew Zolintakis, Sterling Strother, Luke Crossley, Coach Kevin Macy, and Alex

Baldwin

By Jon Kingdon

The Campolindo football pro-
gram on May 15 held its 15th
Hall of Fame induction cere-
mony. It was an event that cel-
ebrated the program, the staff,
the history and four players,
Luke Crossley (2006-2008), An-
drew Zolintakis (2011-2013),
Sterling Strother (2013-2015)
and J.V. (John-Vincent) Baldwin
(2013-2014).

The evening began with a
short film about Baldwin who
passed away this past year
from cancer, titled “A Life Well
Lived” which presented a
young man of character from
the very beginning. The com-
ments by his friends and
teammates in the film bespoke
of the influence he had with
them: “Unchallenged leader,”
“Everything that’s good about
Campo,” “Best teammate any
of us every had,” “A friend to
everybody on the team.”

Representing J.V. Baldwin
at the ceremony was his
brother, Alex. “J.V. was always
100% in, never missing a prac-
tice or a game,” Alex said. “He
would come in early and stay
late and would talk with every
coach.”

Coach Macy was witness to
the growth Baldwin made in
his commitment to be the best
player that he could be. “At one
point, J.V. went into the weight
room and reinvented himself,
where he made himself a man.
He was always the first one in
and the last one out of the
weight room.”

In Baldwin’s two seasons
as a linebacker, Campolindo
won the state championship
and had a combined record of
27-1. But he was far more than
that for Macy. “J.V. was with
me every day assisting in any
way that he could. Everyone
saw him as our captain be-
cause of everything he did,”
Macy said.

“].V. went on to the Uni-
versity of Arizona because he
wanted to be involved with a
big football program in any
way that he could, and by his
senior year, he had earned a
full scholarship,” Alex said.

After graduation, Baldwin
went on to be a wildland fire-
fighter and following his pass-
ing, his fellow firemen estab-
lished the JV “Bubby” Baldwin
Service & Conservation Foun-
dation, whose mission is to
honor and celebrate Baldwin,
supporting organizations that
Baldwin cared deeply about,
advancing pediatric cancer re-
search, assisting the nation’s
veterans and first responders,
and supporting youth athletics
and education.

For Coach Macy, the pos-
sessor of many awards and
photos, there is one that he
values most, the photo taken
after the 2013 championship
game: “After our champi-
onship, we wanted to get a
group picture, but we had no
plan for it, so we were scram-
bling to get everyone together
on the field. After I saw the
picture, right next to me
kneeling in front of me was

J.V., the one person that I was
closest to in my coaching ca-
reer and that’s the most cher-
ished picture I have in one of
the most cherished moments
of my life. Thank God J.V. was
the one smart enough to know
to be right by my side and
that’s the gift that he gave me.”
Luke Crossley

To everyone who coached
or played with Luke Crossley,
he was a talented player, and
in the end, a real character.
Upon learning of his induction
into the Hall of Fame, Cross-
ley’s first reaction was: “Why?
There were so many other
players on my team that de-
served it more than me. I was
only good because of what the
coaches told me to do.”

Prior to college, Crossley
always found places to work in
many service industries work-
ing at the Moraga Tennis and
Swim club, caddying, bussing
in restaurants, working as a
landscaper and bartending at
the American Kitchen in
Lafayette. “Luke was one of
those guys that when the wind
blew, he just went that way,”
Macy said.

As a player, Crossley
brought the same number of
varied skills but was singularly
focused on the team. “Luke
was a great player,” Macy said.
“He did it all as a running
back, wide receiver and defen-
sive. He was a mister do-it-all.
When he came up as a sopho-
more in a rough year, he es-
tablished himself quickly on
the varsity.”

Crossley made it a point to
thank his family and the Cam-
polindo football team. ““You
get born with two lottery tick-
ets in life: where you’re raised
and who raised you and I won
both of those lottery tickets —
and I won a few others with
my coaches and my team.”

At Cal State Chico, Crossley
vastly expanded his horizons
by majoring in International
Relations and Affairs and spent
a year abroad studying at the
Hague University of Applied
Sciences in the Netherlands. “I
was lucky enough to be a cap-
tain at Campo and that really
helped me to gain that confi-
dence to do things like live in a
foreign country for a year,”
Crossley said.

“After college, I had some
‘grown up’ jobs and that wasn’t
really for me, so I went back to
serving in restaurants and that
really was my niche.” And for
Crossley it all came back to
Moraga. To the amusement of
the audience, Crossley shared
how he felt he was perceived:
“A lot of my friends said, ‘Luke,
you’re not going to amount to
much' and look at me now. I'm
a bartender and assistant gen-
eral manager at Moraga’s
finest establishment, The
Canyon Club Brewery.”

Crossley also shared how
he was a bone marrow donor
and encouraged others ages
18-40 to sign up through Be the
Match Foundation. “Please,
please, please do. At the end of
the day, you can save a life.”
Sterling Strother

Upon hearing Luke Cross-
ley’s story about donating bone
marrow, Sterling Strother
shared a similar story: “I
wasn’t expecting his story
about Be the Match and I also
was able to donate bone mar-
row as a senior in college. It’s
truly a life changing opportu-
nity for anyone able to donate
and a life extending opportu-
nity for the recipients.”

Strother had unparalleled
success on the field and in the
classroom. In his three years
as the right tackle on the var-
sity, he was all state, won a
state championship (2014) and
his teams had a combined 41-3
record. He was also a top bas-
ketball player whose teams
went 87-36 in his four years,
along with being named an
NCS scholar-athlete four
straight years. Strother went
on to Yale where he was a four-
year starter, playing tackle and
center and was named all-IVY
his last three years.

Though he weighed 315
pounds when he played at
Yale, Strother showed up at a
relatively svelte 240 pounds
and spoke of his reaction when
he heard he was to be inducted
into the Hall of Fame. “It really
floored me and I'm extremely
grateful,” Strother said. It’s re-
ally a reflection of our whole
class because there are 13 of us
that have been inducted that
were on the state champi-
onship team and none of us
would have been successful
without one of those 12 guys.
It’s more a reflection of them
than any one person by a long
shot.”

Strother is currently
working for The McChrystal
Group in Alexandria. “I work
in management and leadership
consulting with McChrystal.
We work with clients and ex-
ecutive teams on organiza-
tional improvement and all
through the lens of leadership
and the impact that leaders
have on their teams and stan-
dard operations strategy com-
munications work. It’s a lot of
fun.”

Strother then shared with
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the current team what he
hoped they would take away
from playing for Coach Macy:
“You don’t need to love the x’s
and o’s or lighting up an oppo-
nent. The only thing you need
to love is the guy on your left
and your right and the rela-
tionships that you’re going to
hold onto for the rest of your
life, so it doesn’t matter how
much you love football in and
of itself, love all the things that
come with it, and youw’ll never
regret a day playing for
Campo.”
Andrew Zolintakis

Andrew Zolintakis was
another two-sport player for
Campolindo. A three-year let-
terman and two-year starter at
quarterback, the 2011-2012-
2013 teams had a combined
record of 35-4. Over that pe-
riod, Zolintakis threw 51

Page: C2

touchdowns and only 11 inter-
ceptions. In his two years on
the varsity basketball team,
their combined record was
45-17.

The induction to the Hall
of Fame really struck home for
Zolintakis. 'm just really
happy and honored to be
named to the Hall of Fame,”
Zolintakis said. “The group of
guys that I'm being inducted
with are people that I've
looked up to for a long time
and it means the world to me.”

Zolintakis had his own
take on how it was to play for
Kevin Macy. “The unique thing
about Coach Macy is that he
knows how to get the best out
of each player, and he knows
how to bring the team along so
that you're peaking at the end
of the season,” Zolintakis said.

... continued on Page C3

Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc
Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124

1 Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
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Evenings & Weekends by Appt
Hablamos Espafiol

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
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LeapFrog

Plumbing

Got gas? Many people

think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.
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~ summer
specials...

¢ Qutdoor kitchens

* New gas lines for cooktops

and dryers
* Fire pits & patio heaters
* Pool heaters & hot tubs
* Natural gas barbecues

eapFrog Loot |
$25 off |
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$100 off
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*1.coupon per service, exp. 9/28/23
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CA Lic
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I'm your one-stop shop for the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm  underwriting requirements.

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Surprisingly great rates

right around the corner.
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First Orinda-Miramonte photography
challenge winners named

By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda City Council at its May 9 meeting was
treated to the photographs selected for the months of
January, February, March, and April for its photo-
graphic challenge to the students of Miramonte High
School.

The competition was designed to help the city
build its social media and photography library. In-
strumental to the program’s success, according to a
presentation to the council, were Miramonte stu-
dents, faculty and leadership class, assisted by Mrs.

Churchill, photography and digital design; Ms. Porter,

science and leadership; and Ms. Vanover, photogra-
phy and digital design sub. The Miramonte Environ-
mental Commission (Hadley Peterson, Eva Crinks,
Ava Dhaliwal and Leo Wampler) was also recognized
as important participant in the challenge.

James Duff, the city’s community outreach coor-
dinator, gave the presentation and introduced the
winners, who received an award from the city coun-
cil. Each month for four months the students were
provided with prompts giving details of what the city

would like that month’s photographs to illustrate
about Orinda.

In January, the prompt was “Iconic Orinda,” and
the photograph selected was “Colorful” by Max
Langs, depicting a sunrise over Orinda’s foggy hills,
with bright foliage in the foreground. In response to
February’s prompt, “infrastructure,” winning pho-
tographer Reeve Thompson offered “Rainy Leaf,”
with a vivid red leaf floating on clear water pooling
beneath a downspout. March’s prompt, “wildfire vi-
sual dictionary,” was illustrated by Jessica Hui with a
photograph entitled “Fire Fuels Mitigation,” showing
the Orinda chipper at work in the hills of Orinda.
Amelie Lo submitted a photograph in response to the
April prompt of “lively city,” entitled “Veggie Shop-
ping,” focusing on people enjoying the Orinda Farm-
ers’ Market.

Duff explained that the challenge ran for four
months. Although only one outstanding photograph
was selected for each of those months, the students
had submitted multiple pictures, resulting in a very
large cache of photographs for the city to use. Duff
says that the city hopes to run another challenge
sometime next year.

Talent and character highlight inductions into the Campolindo

Football Hall of Fame

... continued from Page C2

“I don’t know how he knew
how to do it, but he was always
able to get everyone in the po-
sition at the end of the year to
be able to play their best.”

It was not just Zolintakis’
athletic skills but the respect
he engendered from the team
that Macy spoke about. “An-
drew was a top leader with
high character,” Macy said.
“He was so clean it was hard to
find a way to make fun of him
in tonight’s video. He had a
strong arm and threw a very

catchable ball with great touch
and knew how to make his re-
ceivers look good.”

Zolintakis was accepted to
the University of Southern Cal-
ifornia but was initially told
that due to a lack of space, he
would not be able to enter un-
til the second semester. It was
here that Macy interceded on
his behalf: “When the scouts
came up to see Tyler Petite (an
inductee last year), I asked
them to take a look at Andrew.
When they saw him play, they
liked him enough to invite him
to come in as a walk-on and he

was able to start his college ca-
reer in the fall.”

Zolintakis went on to
graduate from USC with a BS
in Computer Science Business
Administration and then
earned his MS in Business In-
telligence and Data Analytics
from Carnegie Mellon
University.

He is living in San Fran-
cisco and employed as a data
engineer for Meta, working on
one of the virtual realities
metaverse apps and fills the
metrics so the product team
can understand how people

are using the metaverse.

Also in attendance were
four players that Kevin Macy
and his staff coached at Oak-
land Tech in 1989 and 1990: QB
Steve Parham, WR Jamal Wat-
ters, WR Mark Collins and
WR/DB Kendall Harris. “When
we got there, Tech had not won
a game in four years or a
league game in six years,”
Macy said. “Our second year,
we lost a playoff game to Mc-
Clymonds that came down to
our missing a 2-point conver-
sion at the end.”

Parham, a recently retired

Alameda County sheriff who
calls Macy every Father’s Day,
remembers vividly what Macy
brought to Oakland Tech:
“They changed the way that we
looked at football. It was like
we were now prepared to go
into a battle, and it slowed the
game down for me. The biggest
thing we learned was to always
keep going. You will have bad
days but there are always a lot
more good days and that’s
what I most remember about
Coach Macy.”
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Sweet-smelling jasmine climbs the arbor.

By Cynthia Brian

“Kings and cabbages go back to compost, but
good deeds stay green forever.”
~ Rick De Marinis

Have you ever thought good deeds may be
planted? So many of the flowers, bushes, trees,
and vines that we use in our gardens can be
both good and bad. Some plants that are excel-
lent in one yard are a disaster in someone else’s
landscape. Most of these plants are sold at
nurseries and garden centers. The key is know-
ing what will be best for your garden.

In this article, I will share what has worked
for me and what has not. I call my hypothesis,

Ivy continues to proliferate through the fence.

“Plant this, but don’t plant that!”
Jasmine

As I open my living room doors, the sweet
fragrance of jasmine fills the room. If you want
a fast-growing vine to cover an arbor, pergola,
or fence, jasmine fills the bill. Every spring, the
pink-tinged white clusters of delicious smelling
blossoms will perfume your yard. Taking cut-
tings for bouquets will perfume your bath-
rooms and other areas without the use of any
chemical sprays. As much as I love jasmine, I
must also caution you that it can be an aggres-
sive grower if not managed. Jasmine climbs
trees and can also suffocate other plants. I am
forever pulling strands from boxwoods and
cutting vines that have climbed over azaleas.

Lafayette Juniors Lifestyle Tour

.. read on Page D4

Photos Cynthia Brian

Does anything say spring more than the
luxurious lilac?

However, for me, the beauty, blooms, and heady
scent throughout my garden pushes the positive
check marks. Should you plant jasmine? My
verdict: Only you can decide.
Ivy

Three decades ago, a new neighbor wanted
an instant green, easy-maintenance ground
cover. Against my ardent appeals to not plant an
invasive species, they chose ivy. Those neighbors
are long gone, yet 30 years later, I am still bat-
tling that ivy that crawled under and over
fences. I'm sure other neighbors are also at-
tempting to eradicate it. Ivy boasts glossy-green
leaves, creates beautiful topiaries, and in many
parts of the country, ivy is welcome, even cov-
eted. Yet here in California, this rapidly growing
species harbors rats, strangles trees, damages
structures, and is almost impossible to com-
pletely contain. My verdict: DON’T PLANT IVY!
Lilac

When lilacs bloom, spring has arrived.
Lilacs are known for their beautiful, fragrant
flowers in colors of white, pink, lavender, pur-
ple, and blue, which add an attractive touch to
any landscape. ... continued on Page D10
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IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#0 1390784
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Epic Ultra
Modern Home

440akRd.com

Offered at
$2,649,000

Idyllic
Home with
Breathtaking
Views

930HawthornDr.
com

Offered at
$1,649,000

SALE PENDING
WITH MULTIPLE OFFERS

MCM
masterpiece
in the heart of
Orinda

16CrestViewDr.
com

Offered at
$1,898,000

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM
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Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 3 $1,748,000 $4,250,000
MORAGA 4 $2,005,000 $2,950,000
ORINDA 2 $1,500,000 $2,450,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

210 Lafayette Circle #203, $1,748,000, 2 Bdrms, 1706 SqFt,
2021 YrBIt, 04-21-23

1547 Rancho View Drive, $4,250,000, 5 Bdrms, 4312 SqFt,
2016 YrBIt, 04-17-23, Previous Sale: $675,000, 03-21-07

1281 Summit Road, $3,550,000, 5 Bdrms, 3438 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 04-19-23,
Previous Sale: $3,800,000, 05-26-22

MORAGA

427 Donald Drive, $2,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 2663 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 04-17-23

205 Fernwood Drive, $2,850,000, 4 Bdrms, 2609 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 04-20-23,
Previous Sale: $1,335,000, 03-25-08

3 Hastings Court, $2,950,000, 4 Bdrms, 3743 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 04-18-23,
Previous Sale: $1,800,000, 04-03-14

29 Sullivan Drive, $2,005,000, 3 Bdrms, 1856 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 04-20-23,
Previous Sale: $1,940,000, 07-09-21

ORINDA

27 Dos Posos, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2405 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 04-17-23

237 Glorietta Boulevard, $2,450,000, 3 Bdrms, 3013 SqFt,
1948 YrBIt, 04-18-23
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ADAM HAMALIAN
COMING SOON

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

197 FERNWOOD DRIVE, MORAGA
CALL FOR INFORMATION
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

CAROLYN WAY

JUST LISTED

925.890.4115

DRE# 00947460

CHRISTINE WRIGHT

89 DAIRY CREEK LANE, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $5,600,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

925.285.5336

DRE# 01896147

JOY WIEHN

922 DIABLO DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,650,000

PENDING

LA -

415.377.1884
DRE# 02047712

JILL BALAZS

9 RANCHO DIABLO ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,495,000

925.804.0200 LAUREN DEAL | 925.876.4671
DRE# 02038791
LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM LORI LEGLER MATT MCLEOD
-
T8 oy
ik

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

LISTED

el L

JUST

4067 HAPPY VALLEY ROAD,

LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $8,625,000
J. DEL SANTO/T. FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

NEW CONSTRUCTION
RENDERING

3 UNIQUE HOMES IN UPPER HAPPY VALLEY
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

3270 THERESA LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,595,000
RACHEL DREYER | 415.990.1672

SOLD OFF MARKET

i ! :

345 SAN PABLO AVENUE, MILLBRAE
SOLD FOR $1,230,000

COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

COLOMBANA
GROUP

A

RACHEL DREYER

.|

1
925.878.8047

DRE# 01979180

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

BRYAN HURLBUT
JUST LISTED

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

3666 HAPPY VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $7,250,000
J. DEL SANTO/ L. TICHENOR | 925.285.1093

CHERYL HATA

DRE# 013859346

JANE & DAVE SMITH

2888 BRIAN RANCH CT., WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $2,500,000
LEGLER&HATA / COLHOUN | 925.286.1244

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

124 HARDIE DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $2,195,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

KAAREN BRICKMAN

271 MONTECILLO DR., WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $1,725,000
CHRISTINE WRIGHT | 925.285.5336

o

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260
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Lafayette Juniors Lifestyle Tour showcased incredible remodels

The Lafayette Juniors' Lifestyle Tour was its most successful yet,
allowing the Juniors to distribute over $80,000 among their
beneficiaries.

This Happy Valley estate in
Lafayette (pictured left) is the
pinnacle of luxury entertaining
and year-round family
interaction. The home pays
tribute to California
modernism and boasts an
incredible indoor-outdoor flow,
with countless full-length
windows that showcase the
homeowner’s crown jewel: a
beautiful backyard filled with
greenery and foliage. Here, the
wine storage features the same
floor to ceiling glass, allowing
an uninterrupted view from
any angle.

Sports Courts (lower left):
This backyard in Happy Valley

Photos Sora (o) Doherty

swim-in-place option when a rigorous workout at home is desired.
Outdoor dining (lower right):

This Gloria Terrace home in Lafayette was built in 2021 by Reliez
Valley Builders and boasts a sprawling 1.1 acre terraced lot. The
kitchen opens seamlessly to the natural beauty of the backyard,
where an outdoor kitchen is perfect for entertaining. A variety of
materials are used to filter water through the permeable areas,
including compacted decomposed granite, pebbles and gravel. The
result is a patio that is able to keep generally free of debris, and is also
varied and provides a minimalistic foundation for the surrounding
garden and terraces. -S. O'Doherty

o s

was designed by landscape architect Randy Thueme. The 1.5-acre .
estate features a large pool, accompanied by a pool bath, shower and
shaded fire pit area. Play areas include the sports court, bocce court,
and a large expansive lawn for soccer and football. The grounds also
house a large vegetable garden and a detached guest house and
studio.

Outdoor Oasis (upper right ):

This Old Jonas Road home is owned by the founder of the
Lafayette Juniors Lifestyle Tour. The exterior landscape was recently
reimagined and designed by the homeowners with Ecliptic
Landscapes and Aqua Pool. The family finds themselves increasingly
drawn to dining in the all-season loggia and enjoying wine around
their fire pit. Custom swim jet pool provides the family with a




PRICE IMPROVEMENT

41 Sleepy Hollow Lane, Orinda

3BD + OFFICE | 25BA | 1932 SF | .54 AC
$1,598,000

Suzi O'Brien
925.286.8520

suzi.orbrien@compass.com
DRE 01482496

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject
to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed

as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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52 Bates Blvd, Orinda
4 Bd | 3Ba | 2677 sgft | .53 acre

A sprawling, single-story rancher located
in one of Orinda’s most convenient
neighborhoods. Its incredible backyard
with vista views is great for play time,
entertaining or relaxation.

$2,350,000

Listed By:

Shannon Conner, Clark Thompson, Amy Rose Smith & Molly Smith

8 For More Information Contact Shannon Conner 4 W,
\e

925.980.3829 | Shannon@shannonconner.com %:‘m?

N

52Bates.com

Clark 00903367) | Shannon (01885058) | Amy (01855959) | Molly ( 01498053)  All information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed. A SS9 CIATES
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Golden | Sotheby’s

e
ate | inTernaTIONAL REALTY

Lamorinda Native.
Lamorinda Expert.

Selling local homes since 2003

]\ MICHELLE
id]l HOLCENBER

REALTOR

CB TOP 20 EAST BAY
www.holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
michelle@holcenberg.com

$2,800,000 | 2LoisLane.com
4BD/4BA| 3,615 5q. ft. | 248 Acres

El COLDWELL BANKER REALTY | BRE #01373412 Ann Newton Cane Jennie Swan
©2023 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Re d. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker | trad ks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® Syste H H H
compr\sedaofvgm;;nyegwned%ﬁistese;ehrizﬁ areoom::;d baynaesruzb‘gid\aré; o(; Rgglogyarl’%reork:rga%se%(reour; Lirg:rndstlr)anfhis\;z oﬂ?cl:\(vhi?v arsea\niiependeil\yoo»\fvneed aannd f)rperatyesdé?hles a. neWtOnCane@ggS Ir.com J.SWa n@ggSI rcom {
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304 R R

— ’ ! Lic.#02084093 Lic.#00991109

CW

CHRISTINE WRIGHT HOMES

HAPPY TO ASSIST
BUYERS & SELLERS ON
BOTH SIDES OF THE TUNNEL

ACTIVE: OAKMORE DELIGHT REPRESENTED BUYER

1872 CLEMENS ROAD, OAKLAND CHRISTINE WRIGHT 271 MONTECILLO DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK
2 Beds | 2 Baths | #2253 SF | +0.14 Acre Lot 925.285.5336 4 Beds | 3 Baths | #2142 SF | +0.5 Acre Lot
Offered at $1,495,000 Sold For $1,725,000
Step into the captivating world of this Oakmore REALTOR® DRE 01896147 My buyer is delighted with their purchase!
Mediterranean home, where timeless elegance christine@christinewrighthomes.com Inside and out, this adorable farmhouse is
and modern comforts blend seamlessly. christinewrighthomes.com a very special place to call home.




THE LINDA FRIEDMANTEAM
Leading Lamorinda Broker since 1990

Immaculate
single-story home
with stunning
views above a
cul-de-sac in
Orinda's Glorietta
neighborhood
near top-rated
schools. Gorgeous
garden and flat,
inviting backyard.

SpecTtAcULAR 1 Acre KnotL!
CUSTOM BRANAGH BUILT 4000+ sf STUNNER!

Great room

with a two-sided
fireplace separates
the living and
dining rooms with
access to a newly
remodeled kitchen.
Primary bath has
dramatic tilework,
walk-in shower and
sliding barn door.

melanie@melaniesnow.com | melaniesnow.com
925.360.0344 cell | CAL BRE #00878893

LINDA FRIEDMAN PEA(‘I;\(B;AT I;ARGI\ATZ
. JD, Broker , Realtor
COLDWELL BANKER 995-899.2336 925-899-632]
linda@lindafriedman.com peggy@lindafriedman.com

DRE 00521002 DRE 01200791

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE EXPERIENCE:

16lind.com
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

- —

The petals of euphorbia are intricate and
fascinating, but don’t be fooled!

... continued from Page D1

My mother grew the most spectacular lilacs and
I am continuing the tradition. Lilacs are low-
maintenance plants that thrive in a variety of
soil conditions and climates, making them a
versatile choice for gardeners. Beyond their
aesthetic appeal, lilacs provide valuable ecosys-
tem services. Bees and hummingbirds are at-
tracted to the delicious and substantial nectar
produced by lilacs. Some studies suggest that
the scent of lilacs may have a calming effect on
the human nervous system, making them a
great choice for creating a relaxing outdoor en-
vironment. My verdict: Plant this.
Euphorbia

While euphorbia may be a beautiful and
eye-catching addition to a garden because of the
chartreuse-colored blooms, it is important to
exercise caution when considering planting this
species. Euphorbia contains a toxic sap that can
cause skin irritation, and in some cases, severe
allergic reactions. In addition, euphorbia self-

Plant this. Don’t plant that!

Mock orange attracts bees and smells
delightful.

seeds and spread quickly, making it difficult to
control and invasive. Seeds from euphorbia
blew into my garden from the surrounding hill-
side. At first, I was thrilled because I had seen
this specimen in the nursery and thought the
color was so unique. A single plant multiplied
the following year to hundreds, then thousands,
suffocating and killing most of my other plants
as the roots strangled other roots. For the past
five years, I have been pulling plants by hand
and discarding them into the garbage bin. De-
spite my earnest efforts, euphorbia still invades
my orchard and attempts to creep into my gar-
den beds. My verdict: DON’T PLANT
EUPHORBIA.
Mock Orange

The mock orange tree, also known as
Philadelphus, is a beautiful flowering shrub
that produces fragrant, white, or cream-colored
blooms that attract butterflies and humming-
birds. This shrub is relatively low-maintenance
and easy to grow, making it an ideal choice for
novice gardeners. It is often used as a natural
screen or hedge, providing privacy, and adding

925-377-0977

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Photos Cynthia Brian
The crimson streaks on the stalks of poison
hemlock make it easy to identify.

aesthetic value to your outdoor space. I planted

~. Iy two trees next to a brick stairway to enjoy

the soothing and relaxing fragrance as I passed.

. Prune and shape the way you wish. My verdict:

Plant this.
Poisonous Hemlock

Despite being highly toxic to humans and
animals, poisonous hemlock was introduced to
the United States from Europe as a decorative
plant in the 1800s. All parts of the plant are poi-
sonous. It contains a toxin called coniine, which
can cause respiratory failure, paralysis, convul-
sions, and ultimately death if ingested in large
amounts. (Remember Socrates?) Poison hem-
lock is a member of the carrot family and re-
sembles Queen Anne’s lace. Hemlock is easy to
identify by the crimson streaks on the stems.
The leaves are fern-like and the white flowers
delicate, but beware, this invasive plant grows
to 12 feet or more and is very difficult to eradi-
cate with its long tap roots. Wear protective
clothing when pulling or mowing. Do not put
the plant in the compost pile. Dispose of the en-
tire plant in the garbage and make sure that the
seeds have not spread. Like euphorbia, poison
hemlock seeds blew in from the adjacent open
space and began to take over my hillside. Eu-
phorbia and hemlock often grow in tandem.
Both are extremely difficult to control. Every
year I get a bit closer to extermination, but
plants still find their way to grow. My verdict:
DON’T PLANT HEMLOCK!

... continued on next Page
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... continued from Page D10

Roses

Many people believe that roses are chal-
lenging to grow and not worth the effort. The
thorns are also a major turn-off. Despite my
many scratches, I find roses to be one of the
most rewarding plants in my garden with a
blooming time that lasts nine or 10 months. Al-
though I'll plant a rose from any breeder that
captures my fancy, most of my roses are David
Austin English roses which were hybridized to
combine the characteristics of old-fashioned
roses with the repeat flowering of modern
roses, resulting in a stunning range of colors,
shapes, and sizes. They are also highly fragrant,
producing a delightful scent that fills the air and
lifts my spirits. I grow climbing, rambling, tea,
shrub, and more. Deadhead as flowers fade to
encourage continuous blooms. My verdict:
Plant this.

As you probably deciphered, I adore plants
that supply flowers, fragrance, pollinator bene-
fits, and beauty to my garden. I'm willing to do
a hit of extra work to experience the specimens
on my “plant this” list, but I do not recommend
any of the “do not plant” groups.

your garden?

www.lamorindaweekly.com

This mauve rose is fragrant and makes
excellent bouquets.

We will all return to compost one day but
meanwhile, what good deeds will stay green in

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.

Page:
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PS: Don’t forget the Be the Star You Are!®
Shoe Drive. Shoes may be dropped off at
Moraga schools through May 25 and through
June 30 at https://5aspace.com/, 455 Moraga
Rd. #F, Moraga or www.TeamHoogs.com, 629
Moraga Road (next to 7/11), Moraga. For more
information, visit
https://www.bethestaryouare.org/shoedrive

Sassy Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian with
succulents.

Raised in the vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New
York Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality,
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder and
Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into
Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com. Her newest children’s picture book,
No Barnyard Bullies, from the series, Stella Bella’s Barnyard
Adventures is available now at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Hire Cynthia for
writing projects, garden consults, and inspirational lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
http://www.GoddessGardener.com

Benches « Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts ¢ Jewelry

196 Moraga Way < (925) 254-3713 « Open Wednesday - Sunday

McDonnell \@ Nursery

¥ 2

family owned since 1933

Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains

Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
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ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA The Village
- s Associates:

Ashley Battersby

Patricia Battersby

New Price! L 1

246 Overhill Road 134 Diablo View Drive 78 Estates Drive 367 Dalewood Drive Shannon Conner
Beautifully updated 5 bd/ 4 ba 1st time ever on market! Stunning Located in the beloved Glorietta Fabulous single level home w/ large Meara Dunsmore
home on an incredibly rare .69 acre 4000 sf custom built estate! Private  neighborhood, this expansive 5 bd/  chef's kitchen & formal living room
flat lot features expansive designer 1 acre knoll w/ dazzling panoramic 4.5 ba home features seamless flow  w/ doors out to incredible Linda Ehrich
backyard! views & level yard! for indoor & outdoor living! backyard!

$3,750,000 $3,495,000 $3,325,000 $2,995,000 Emily Estrada

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA Joan Evans

Linda Friedman
Liz Gallagher
Claudia Gohler
Gillian Judge Hogan

224 Camino Sobrante 710 Miner Road 73 Brookwood Road, #29 70 Rheem Blvd

) . Dexter Honens I
Classic 5 bd/3 ba home sits on a Peaceful 1.15 acre knoll setting w/ Delightful 1 bd/ 1 ba residence Located in the heart of Orinda on a
.53-acre rare waterfront lot just sunset views! 5 bd/ 3 ba, 3088 sqft  offers a cozy & serene living space,  fabulous .50 acre creekside lot, sits Christina Linezo
right for strolls around Lake home w/ spacious open floor plan ideal for those seeking comfort & this remodeled beauty with 4 bd/
Cascade & OCC! & exceptional separation of space!  tranquility! 3 ba & wonderful interior spaces! April Matthews
$2,395,000 $2,295,000 $495,000 $6,000/mo.

Hillary Murphy

LAFAYETTE MORAGA

e

Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock

® New Listing!

New Listing! s ; Pending! : gt = Ann Sharf
3243 Ameno Drive 3158 Withers Avenue 30 Ascot Place 2129 Ascot Drive, #11 nn Shar
Spacious 4 bd/ 3 ba home offers Charming ranch style 4 bd/ 2 ba This single level 3 bd/ 2 ba home This sweet 2 bd/ 1.5 ba two-story Amy Rose Smith
spectacular view of light & clouds,  home on wonderful private lot ready features vaulted ceilings and top of ~ condo has an eat-in kitchen, dining
with panoramic views of Mt. Diablo! for pool, gardens, play yard, or ADU! the hill location allowing ample room/living room combo w/ hrdwd Molly Smith
natural light & wonderful views! floors & a private deck!
$1,725,000 $1,288,000 $1,095,000 $615,000 Jeff Snell
ALAMO PLEASANT HILL CONCORD PLEASANTO Lynda Snell
- o] o T o 3, .

Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega

[}

_ ; g TR Ann Ward
954 Forest Lane 1416 Stonehedge Drive 4649 Benbow Court 3024 Bolero Court M Zuck
Beautiful custom-built Estate Lovely 4 bd/ 2 ba single-story A complete turn-key home in the heart ~ Updated 3 bd/ 2.5 ba end-unit argaret Zucker
located in the highly coveted West home features updated kitchen, Ig  of the Bishop Park neighborhood! townhome less than .5 miles from
Alamo neighborhood features living room w/ soaring ceilings & Updated & light filled w/ beautiful top-rated schools, downtown &
5 bd/ 5.5 ba & luxurious backyard! spacious backyard! finishes throughout! more!

$5,500,000 $1,399,000 $875,000 $1,190,000

Village

ASSOCIATES

0 facebook.comyVillageAssociates 93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

O twitter.comyvillageassoc Visit www.viIlageassociates.com inday Open Homes
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392



