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Serving the LaMorinda
area for 10 years as
former branch manager
of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.

1044 Stuart Street, Lafayette

Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.

All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks, and
squirrel-proofing. Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.
Customer service is my #1 priority.

(925) 338-9304 877-7RATMAN
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SWELL Center at LLLC
offers respite for teens
and tweens this summer

SWELL CENTER
SUMMER

at the LAFM’ETTE LIBRARY

A welcoming, inclusive space for teens to gather, meet new
friends, unwind, play games, and if they want, try new activities!

By Sharon K. Sobotta

A little over a year ago, a co-
hort of caring community
members co-imagined what it
would be like to give tweens
and teens in Lafayette a safe
place to land, where they could
connect with other youth, try
their hand at an activity, have
some nutritious food, and be
free to just be. The radical idea
blossomed into a program and
a space within the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center
called the SWELL Center. The
Center opened June 5 and of-
fers an assortment of activities,
snacks and authentic connec-
tion opportunities for rising
sixth-12th graders throughout
Lamorinda on a daily basis
from 10:30 to 2:30 p.m. during
weekdays leading up to July 28.
Beth Needle, the executive
director of the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center
Foundation, said the collective
that brought the SWELL Cen-
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ter to fruition used an ‘if we
build it, they will come’ ap-
proach and hoped for the best.
“We hypothesized that if teens
had a place to go when school
was not in session, a place
where all students were wel-
come, a place to gather, to ex-
plore and engage either indi-
vidually or with friends, that
they might feel that sense of
community or belonging that
we all need,” Needle said. “Un-
fortunately, in Lafayette there
was not a place to go (before
the SWELL Center formalized).

Thankfully, Needle said,
the foundation board had a
vacant space and some of the
key elements of getting the
project off the ground. “The
Foundation board supported
the concept, provided seed
money and with an additional
grant from the Community
Foundation of Lafayette we
opened our doors and the kids
came,” Needle recalled.

.. continued on Page A9

Lafayette’s Utility Box
Art celebrates over 175
years of history

Photo Vera Kochan
Leisure Pastimes Utility Box Art

By Vera Kochan

Lafayette’s founder, Elam
Brown, first arrived on Feb. 7,
1847 to check out the land
grant that he and his wife,
Margaret, had purchased.
Originally called Rancho
Acalanes, the 3,300 acres grew
to become the bustling city that
is today’s Lafayette.

This past February, the
Lafayette Historical Society
(LHS) in conjunction with the
city’s Public Art Committee
chose graphic designer

Danielle Gogo-Gallagher to
create seven examples of
photo-wrapped utility boxes
depicting historical snapshots
in time throughout Lafayette’s
175 years. Each box is located
along Mt. Diablo Boulevard, at
seven different intersections
along an approximately 0.8-
mile stretch of road (between
First Street and Delores Drive).
Once you know what you’re
looking for, finding the boxes is
not difficult.

A QR code is located on
each box that can be scanned
using a smartphone. This fea-
ture connects to a short LHS
presentation that explains the
historical relevance of each
particular utility box’s images
and includes more archival
photos. For example, the “Sak-
lan People” box takes viewers
back in time when the Bay Mi-
wok tribe first inhabited the
area thousands of years ago.
How they looked, what they
wore, how they hunted, what
they ate, and their homes are
discussed.

An “Early Downtown” box
helps to explain Lafayette’s first
settlers and the businesses that
were available during the late
1800s. ... continued on Page A5

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

£

LAFANETTE

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, Junel2, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, June 19, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, June 12, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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Just Listed! Spectacular Estate

COMPASS

52 Merrill Circle North, Moraga
5BD 4.5BA 5471SF 1.63 Acre Private Lot $3,650,000 OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4PM

Gorgeous Colonial style estate property in Sanders Ranch. Generous floorplan, light & bright,
extra bonus room & craft room. Great room with Chef’s kitchen, spacious dining area, wine cellar
& comfortable family room with beamed ceiling & access to the backyard. Professionally
landscaped grounds with outdoor kitchen, firepit area, lawn, raised vegetable gardens and more.

52MerrillCircleN.com
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View more photos,
videos and 3D tours of
our listings at
Orinda.com

man Anya Gorman Elena Hood
L L Anya@Orinda.com Elena@Orinda.com
ELENAHOOD 415.747.1835 925.254.3030

HIAL RATATE QHOWRF

DRE 02095784 DRE 01221247

Compass s a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages
are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

GALLEGOS BOAMAN GROUP
EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS

3553 Via Los Colorados | Lafayette
4 BD|25BA | 3,251 SF | .60 AC
Sold off-market for $2,950,000

1763 Ivanhoe Ave | Lafayette
5BD | 3.5BA | 3,662 SF| .59 AC
Offered at $2,295,000

Experience results.

Who you work with matters!

Honored in RealTrends Top 1.5% of Agents in the Nation

Christine Gallegos
DRE# 01896511
925.878.2883

gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com

Amy S. Boaman
DRE# 01433269
925.997.6808

COMPASS

CALL US TO SCHEDULE
A CONSULTATION. 925997.6808




