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Community offers additional
opinions on Housing Element via two
recent surveys

By Vera Kochan

In a continuous effort to keep
residents informed and par-
ticipating in Moraga’s Hous-
ing Element, the Planning De-
partment conducted two re-
cent surveys in order to
gather more feedback con-
cerning hopes and expecta-
tions related to housing,
safety and growth within
town.

Staff’s booth at the April
29 Moraga Community Faire
and Car Show attracted ap-
proximately 30 residents. Ad-
ditionally, a May 18 Commu-
nity Housing Meeting at the
Hacienda de las Flores had
seven residents in attendance.

According to a June 14
staff report presented to the
town council by Moraga Plan-
ning Director Afshan Hamid
and Consultant Barry Miller,
the results of both outreach
events mirrored each other
quite closely. “There were
continuing concerns regard-

ing issues such as wildfire
mitigation and public transit,”
the report stated. “The major-
ity of comments seemed to
support more amenities
linked to housing, such as a
desire for more retail, another
grocery store, medical facili-
ties, restaurants, and sup-
porting mixed-use
development.”

Also, “there were addi-
tional non-Housing related
comments, such as wanting
more sports fields. Although
some residents have concerns
regarding more density and
housing, most residents
wanted to see the commercial
shopping centers redevelop.”

The Planning Department
continuously updates the
town’s website with informa-
tion on affordable housing, as
well as resources for develop-
ers. For more information
visit: www.moraga.ca.us/
make-moraga-home.

Moraga’s current Housing
Element status update with
regards to the State of Califor-

nia Housing & Community
Development (HCD) was in a
holding pattern after its third
submission. However, on the
afternoon of the Town Coun-
cil’s June 14 meeting, the
Planning Department finally
received comments back from
HCD. Hamid was able to con-
firm that staff will meet with
HCD in the coming week to
discuss any changes, and then
report back to the council
with revisions.

Most of the revisions have
to do with Affirmatively Fur-
thering Fair Housing (AFFH),
which according to Hamid
“comes as no surprise.” She
assured the town council that
everything looks doable and
insubstantial, so it appears
that Moraga is heading for the
Housing Element home
stretch. The staff report noted
that as of June 6, only three of
the cities in Contra Costa
County (Oakley, Orinda, and
San Ramon) have been found
in compliance.
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SMC’s River of Words 2023, a youth
art and poetry competition, sparked
dramatic results

Photo Vera Kochan

"Made for Each Otter," Joy Y., 5th Grade, Georgia, Category

II Grand Prize Winner
By Vera Kochan

Although the Saint Mary’s Col-
lege art exhibit, “River of
Words: The Natural World as
Viewed by Young People,”
closed a few days ago, the
winning entries that were on
display left an indelible mark
in the artistic world with re-
gards to the imprint left by to-
day’s youth and their percep-
tions of our planet.

River of Words (ROW) was
founded in 1995 by Pamela
Michael, a writer and activist,
along with Robert Hass, a for-
mer U.S. Poet Laureate and
SMC alumnus. The program
belongs to the Center for Envi-
ronmental Literacy and is a
part of the Kalmanovitz School
of Education, pioneers in the
field of place-based education.
The ROW art and poetry com-
petition is conducted in affili-
ation with the Library of Con-
gress Center for the Book, is
free to entrants, and is open
internationally for children in
kindergarten through the 12th
grade. There are four cate-
gories with regards to age
range: K-Grade 2, Grades 3-5,
Grades 6-8, and Grades 9-12. A
panel of 10 judges poured
through more than 2,500 en-
tries from all over the world.

According to the SMC ex-
hibit description, “As the world
continues to evolve, it is cru-
cial that we nurture a deep
understanding and apprecia-
tion of our natural environ-
ment in the hearts and minds
of the next generation.” The
exhibit offered “a unique
glimpse into the perspectives

of young people, presenting
their visions of the natural
world through a diverse array
of artistic mediums and poetic
expression. These young
artists and poets remind us of
the wonders of nature and the
importance of preserving our
planet for future generations.”

On display were the works
of more than 10 artistic final-
ists along with a binder of the
winners in the poetry cate-
gory. The entrants were asked
to thoughtfully consider spe-
cific ideas, images or language;
“show” the reader something
either through a picture or
with words; use images/words
that will take people on a
journey; have fun with forms
and textures; feature a specific
aspect, formation, ecosystem
or organism of nature that
resonates with you; show your
scientific knowledge; get your
inspiration from the outdoors
by using all of your senses;
and display an awareness of
your global community.

A few of the artistic pieces
were geared toward the ocean
and its inhabitants with a vi-
sual commentary regarding
pollution and the destruction
of the ecosystem. On the other
hand, most of the younger po-
etry finalists wrote about the
beauty found in nature and
the hope of its continuance;
whereas the older finalists’
poems expressed elements of
sadness with the things
mankind has done to create
environmental disasters. Even
in art, the innocence of youth
gives way to the realities of the
older and wiser.
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go electric and SAVE

Replace your gas HVAC system with a high-efficiency
all electric heat pump system and save big on your utility bills.

¢ 2023 Rebates (limited time only)

ASK ABOUT OUR SENIOR DISCOUNT!

(925) 455-4AIR | (925) 455-4247 | BradfordAir.com

¢ Great Warranties

< Great Service
UPTO

$2000

HEAT PUMP TAX CREDIT!

Locally Owned o American Made

11:00 am

11:00 am = 5:00 pm
11:00 am = 5:00 pm
11:00 am - 8:00 pm
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Dng Furudp

Cnmmumh_.r Ennlhs
Inflatable Jumpies
Food, Wine, & Beer Booths

Family Activities

Nalional Anthem & Mayor's Welcome ¥
House Rockers
FIREWORKS

MORAGA COMMONS PARH

Y
J

S
Ty
'




