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Orinda Historical Society bounces hack

By Sora O’Doherty

While the COVID-19 pandemic
dampened many businesses
and organizations, the new
president of the Orinda Histor-
ical Society (OHS) Alison Burns
took advantage of the enforced
closure by bringing on new
board members and volunteers
who worked hard to com-
pletely turn around the organi-
zation, sorting through decades
of documents and artifacts, re-
arranging the Museum’s lay-
out, and, according to the an-
nual report Burns presented to
the Orinda City Council on June
6, “presenting ourselves as the
kind of historical museum that
Orinda could be proud of.”

In recognition of the many
accomplishments of the OHS,
the city council presented
Burns with a Proclamation.

The refurbished museum
is now officially open every
Thursday afternoon from 3 to 5
p-m. and the last Saturday of
the month from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. Burns is seeking to take
advantage of the maximum
foot traffic, capitalizing on the
Thursday food truck event and
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the Saturday farmers’ market,
in addition to opening when-
ever other events take place in
and around the library, such as
the Orinda Garden Club’s plant
sale and the Friends of the Li-
brary book sales.

New board members in-
clude Vivian Ricci, recording
secretary, who recently retired
from a career at the Federal
Reserve Bank, and Cheryl
Cechvala, a product manager
for an online educational pub-
lisher who has recently agreed
to serve as vice president.

Last August saw the publi-
cation of Burns’ book, “Images
of America: Orinda.” The book
has proved to be an excellent
tool for promoting the Histori-
cal Society, Burns told the
council. She has made a num-
ber of presentations that have
helped raise awareness of the
OHS. This appears to be much
needed, as Burns found out
that the OHS was listed by the
Contra Costa Historical Society
as a “dead/dying” organization.
A dismayed Burns told them to
“watch this space,” as she goes
about revitalizing the OHS. For
example, last November OHS
joined with the Lafayette His-
torical Society and the Moraga
Historical Society for a presen-
tation in the Orinda Library
Garden Room to an overflow
crowd of over 90 participants.

The OHS is taking maxi-
mum advantage of its display
windows that many pedestri-
ans view when walking be-
tween the Library garage and
Cafe Teatro, the Library or the
Community Center/Park. Burns
has received favorable public
feedback. In May, for example,
the windows focused on
Memorial Day and Orinda vet-
erans. Burns and the OHS wel-
come the submission of photos
from Orinda residents, but
only those that relate to the
city.

OHS has also been suc-
cessful in obtaining a number
of grants. OHS received a
$1,000 grant from the Orinda
Community Fund to be used
for a plaque for Orinda Motors.
Orinda Women’s Club granted
OHS $1,500 which is intended
for desperately needed new

Photo Sora O’Doherty

Orinda Mayor Inga Miller presents proclamation to Orinda
Historical Society president Alison Burns.

software and other computer
updates, Burns says. Another
grant, applied for by OHS
Archivist Teresa Long, is being
used to digitize the Society’s
collection of Orinda Sun news-
papers. Long and Burns deliv-
ered half the collection, cover-
ing 1948 to 1959, last May and
will deliver the rest of the col-
lection this year. The old
newspapers were donated to
the OHS when the Orinda Sun
went out of business.

In addition to being open
to the public, the OHS has re-
sumed its Schools Program,
kicking off with a kindergarten
class from Sleepy Hollow. The
presentation was at the OHS
and ventured as far as the
mural in the Community Park,
but OHS hopes that in the next
school year they will be able to
recommence taking third
grade students on a historical
walk of downtown Orinda.
Board member Laurie Smith,
teacher at St. Stephens and the
OHS schools specialist, is in

charge of the schools program.

Burns also reported that in
February of this year the OHS
was approached by the
Orindawoods committee to
help with their 50th Anniver-
sary Celebration in May.
Archivist Long scanned many
documents for them to display
at the event as well as over 100
slides provided by
Orindwoods.

Monthly OHS board meet-
ings take place on the third
Wednesday of the month from
2 to 5 p.m. in the May Room.
The society is seeking new
members. Council Member
Janet Riley is the Council liai-
son to the society.

Burns gratefully acknowl-
edged the assistance provided
to the society by the city, in-
cluding Public Works and
Parks and Recreation.

More information about
the society can be found on
their website,
https://orindahistory.org

Monthly celebrations remind us that

San Pablo Creek

By Toris Jaeger

In April we celebrated Earth
Day and remembered all of the
Earth’s gifts of water, air, land
and flora and fauna. The rains
continue to replenish the creeks
and ponds for the riparian flora
and fauna which includes na-
tive trees, shrubs and under-
story plants like the Horsetail,
Yerba Buena and Native
Blackberry.

The creeks provide water
for the native fish to travel

every day can be Earth Day
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along and lay eggs for the next
generation of fish. The trees
and grasses are also given the
water they need to grow and
send their roots deeper into the
Earth. The rains also fill our
ponds for the Red Legged Frog
and Western Pond Turtles,
Salamanders and Newts. They
can begin to come out of hiber-
nation to mate and lay eggs.
The adult aquatic insects can
lay their eggs for the future
Dragon Flies, Damselflies, May
Flies and so much more.

We discovered a rare

species in the Orinda Nature
Area pond called a Phantom
Midge Fly larva that becomes a
Midge Fly.

In May we celebrated
Mother’s Day, remembering
and celebrating all our mothers
have given us, the greatest be-
ing love. We also celebrated our
grandmothers and great-
grandmothers that have shared
their wisdom and love. In May
we also reflected on the gifts
from the Mother of life, Mother
Earth. And this month we
honor our fathers who provide
security and strength to be who
we are destined to be.

We have a saying: Father
Time. We can reflect on the
time we have been given to
heal the Earth and celebrate
our freedom on the Fourth of
July. The theme of this year’s
Fourth of July celebration in
Orinda is “Earth Kindness”
and the Orinda Association is
honoring the Friends of the
Orinda Nature Area as the
Grand Marshal this year.

Let’s hope everyone who
lives on Earth will also be free
and have all they need to sur-
vive and thrive.



