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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Pink geraniums are simple, yet classic, just like Barbie.

By Cynthia Brian

“My parents told me I'd point to a bed of flowers
and say ‘Pink. Pretty’ before I could say any other
words!” ~ Joni Mitchell

Pink, and all the shades and hues associated
with this color, has always been a favorite of
mine, not only in my wardrobe but in my home
and garden designs. Who else has a passion for
pink?

As a young girl, I had only one beloved Bar-
bie. I sold her to my youngest sister for 5 cents
when I thought I was too “grown-up” to play
with dolls. Yet, like many females since the first
Barbie debuted in 1959, I have always been fas-
cinated by this glamorous, independent, and

A passion for pink with

Barbie blooms
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Photos Cynthia Brian

highly talented career woman. Several years ago,
I was flown to a studio in Los Angeles to play the
role of Barbie in a short film project. How fun it
was morphing into the various iterations of this
iconic figure! One of the memorable professions
I created for that shoot was “Barbie, Landscape
Architect.” Channeling the public’s summer ob-
session with everything Barbie, I decided to fo-
cus on the flowers that I am certain Barbie
would feature in her paradise.

Barbie Blooms:

For indoor décor, there is no doubt that Barbie
would surround herself with orchids, mostly in
shades of pink and mauve. Orchids evoke the
exotic while adding a touch of sophistication to a
home.

Tips on selling your staff

.. read on Page D6

Barbie would have an affinity for roses and
her garden would be filled with reblooming,
highly fragrant, disease-resistant roses. Roses are
regal and are available in numerous colors, but
she would plant a variety of blush and deep pink
specimens, probably favoring old roses.

The romantic charm of peonies with their
ruffled showy flowers on small shrubs with
shiny green foliage would be part of Barbie’s
landscape. Peonies are beloved for their variety
of shapes and their gorgeous rich colors, ranging
from the palest pink to the deepest cerise. Barbie
and her friends could enjoy the flowers indoors
in long-lasting cut arrangements.

*... continued on Page D14

For a tropical feel, Barbie grows pink hibiscus.



VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

THSRSYIn

Coming soon in Orinda!

£

Zen-like Oasis, Single Level in Glorietta

i - i

FOR SALE

Breathtaking Views, Close To Downtown Orinda

5 Beds/4.5 Baths, approx 3,207 sqft
132SpringRd.com

Offered at $1,597,000

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2023 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal

Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount

Cit

LAI¥AYETTE 13 $900,000 $3,350,000
MORAGA 8 $427,000 $2,500,000
ORINDA 16 $835,000 $4,200,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3423 Black Hawk Road, $2,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 2688 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 07-05-23,
Previous Sale: $2,025,000, 03-26-15

3637 Brook Street, $1,310,000, 3 Bdrms, 1545 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 07-07-23

639 Glorietta Boulevard, $2,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 3659 SqFt,
1978 YrBlt, 06-27-23, Previous Sale: $265,000, 03-01-79

1763 Ivanhoe Avenue, $2,270,000, 3 Bdrms, 3662 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 07-06-23,
Previous Sale: $350,000, 06-01-85

1092 Laurel Drive, $1,650,000, 3 Bdrms, 1523 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 06-26-23,
Previous Sale: $780,000, 07-19-11

3175 Lucas Drive, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 1739 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 06-27-23,
Previous Sale: $630,000, 12-06-17

3493 Monroe Avenue #A, $900,000, 3 Bdrms, 1504 SqFt, 1934 YrBlt, 06-30-23

793 Solana Drive, $2,525,000, 3 Bdrms, 3076 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 06-28-23

3484 South Silver Springs Road, $3,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2705 SqFt,
1958 YrBlt, 07-03-23, Previous Sale: $562,500, 04-06-98

3270 Theresa Lane, $1,580,000, 3 Bdrms, 1811 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 06-27-23

1216 Upper Happy Valley Road, $2,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 2118 SqFt,
1953 YrBlt, 06-29-23, Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 09-14-12

1110 Via Media, $2,160,000, 4 Bdrms, 4332 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 06-30-23,
Previous Sale: $1,401,000, 04-28-14

3292 Walnut Lane, $1,985,000, 8 Bdrms, 2674 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 06-30-23

30 Woodbury Highlands Court #12, $485,000, 2 Bdrms, 1150 SqFt,
2021 YrBlt, 06-09-23

MORAGA

2087 Ascot Drive #225, $427,000, 1 Bdrms, 790 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 07-07-23,
Previous Sale: $354,000, 03-13-06

28 Ashbrook Place, $1,675,000, 4 Bdrms, 2090 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 06-26-23

863 Augusta Drive, $1,573,000, 2 Bdrms, 1552 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 07-06-23,
Previous Sale: $543,500, 03-15-04

12 Benedita Place, $1,180,000, 3 Bdrms, 2095 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 07-06-23,
Previous Sale: $896,000, 03-19-18

6 Canning Court, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 1587 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 06-29-23,
Previous Sale: $340,000, 03-03-98

6 Lance Court, $1,700,000, 4 Bdrms, 1701 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 07-03-23,
Previous Sale: $927,500, 08-06-13

6 Netherton Court, $2,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2552 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 06-30-23,
Previous Sale: $329,500, 07-01-86

5 Teodora Court, $2,825,000, 4 Bdrms, 3668 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 06-02-23,
Previous Sale: $1,800,000, 08-11-15

413 Woodminster Drive, $855,000, 3 Bdrms, 1572 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 06-29-23,
Previous Sale: $582,000, 04-12-13

ORINDA

2 Austin Court, $1,700,000, 4 Bdrms, 1870 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 07-05-23,
Previous Sale: $1,395,000, 03-01-19

2 Camino Del Monte, $835,000, 3 Bdrms, 1290 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 06-28-23,
Previous Sale: $875,000, 03-28-22

2 Dalewood Terrace, $3,402,000, 3 Bdrms, 3749 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 07-07-23

45 El Gavilan Road, $1,825,000, 4 Bdrms, 2780 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 06-26-23,
Previous Sale: $400,000, 04-01-90

14 Hacienda Circle, $2,410,000, 4 Bdrms, 2016 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 06-26-23,
Previous Sale: $1,220,000, 05-25-07

16 Los Amigos, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 1098 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 06-29-23

... continued on Page D13
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Want More Information?
Contact: Shannon Conner
shannon@shannonconner.com

925.980.3829 | shannonconner.com

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It’s Village. Of Course.

All information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed. ASSOCIATES




DUDUM

=ESTAT

WWW.DUDUM.COM

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115

DRE# 00947460

CHRISTINE WRIGHT

925.285.5336

DRE# 01896147

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884
DRE# 02047712

JILL BALAZS

925.804.0200
DRE# 02038791

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

COMING SOON

= .
3442 SOLANA COURT, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,400,000
L. LEGLER&C. HATA | 925.286.1244

ACTIVE - HAPPY VALLEY

g P
m

3666 HAPPY VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $6,750,000
J. DEL SANTO/ L. TICHENOR | 925.285.1093

1332 MARTINO ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,675,000
LAUREN DEAL | 925.876.4671

426 SPRINGFIELD PLACE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,800,000
K. BRICKMAN /S. RUHMAN | 925.351.5049

CALL FOR INFORMATION

AD, ORINDA

SMITH HOMES TEAM | 925.998.1914

89 DAIRY CREEK LANE, ORINDA

VACANT LOT: AP

5

ADJACENT TO 1332 MARTINO RD, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT $4,999,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

OFFERED AT $995,000

LAUREN DEAL | 925.876.4671

1 MONROE COURT, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,620,000

N 231-012-004-9

’
g

KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

COLOMBANA
LORI LEGLER MATT MCLEOD RACHEL DREYER GROUP
— =
o oy = "
i

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

1
925.878.8047

DRE# 01979180

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

COMING SOON
T T

e,

516 SILVERADO DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,750,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

JUST LISTED

e o

289 CAMINO PABLO, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,079,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

8 LUXURY LEASES AVAILABLE

PARKVIEW APARTMENTS, WALNUT CREEK
TBR AND 2 BR SUITES AVAILABLE
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

842 EL QUANITO, DANVILLE
SOLD FOR $2,400,000
BRYAN HURLBUT | 925.383.5500

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

DRE# 013859346

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

KAAREN BRICKMAN

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768
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COLOMBANA GROUP

PROUDLY PRESENTS

PARKVIEW APARTMENTS

Introducing the epitome of luxury living in downtown Walnut Creek
2 BEDROOM AND 1 BEDROOM UNITS AVAILABLE FOR LEASE - UP TO 1612+ S.F.
FIREPLACE | SOAKING TUB | WINE FRIDGE | EV CHARGERS | BALCONIES | SECURED ACCESS
PARKVIEWLUXE.COM

PAMELA & DON COLOMBANA
DAVID LINDERSMITH

925.878.8047 nl =z 1
BuyAndSellWithTheBest.com e W u I""‘

|
DRE# 01979180 | 01979181 | 02170200 EaAL ESTATE GROUP

EA oudum real estate Group has not independently verified the information contained herein and therefore, assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyer should investigate any matters or items disclosed, identified or about which they have concerns to their own satisfaction.
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Can I sell my stuff and is it worth it?
' By Jennifer Raftis, CPO

If you are wondering if something in your home is worth selling, how can
you find out if it has value and can you sell it?

This is a question that I am often asked by my clients. If you have jewelry,
furniture, artwork or decor that you believe is of high value, try searching
the artist's or designer's name on Google or similar platform to see if you get
any results. If that name shows up in a search engine, you might be in luck.

Unfortunately, I have found that just because an item has value, it doesn’t
mean you can get money for it and just because you paid a large sum for the
item doesn’t mean it has monetary value now.

For consignment stores, such as Hilton House in Orinda (www.hilton-
housedesigns.com) or Divine Designs in Lafayette (www.divineconsign-
shop.com) or auction houses, the item usually needs to be trending for them
to sell it. Recently, a client had a beautiful large armoire from Italy that they
spent a fortune on years ago, and now hoped to sell. Unfortunately, they
could not sell or even donate this piece because of its size. Large furniture
can be hard to sell because it costs a lot of money to transport the item both
to the consignment shop and then to the buyer’s home, and the buyer has to

I have room to accommodate it. I recommend taking photos and sending them
Photo W. Scheck 10 @l auction house or consignment store to have them evaluate whether
’ they will take the item. ... continued on Page D12
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Molly Smith

1254 Larch Avenue 415.309.1085 406 Castello Road
6 Offers molly@mollyslist.com 5 Offers
Sold 12% Over Asking mollyslist.com Sold 9% Over Asking

DRE #01498053

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It’s Village. Of Course.

All information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed. ASSOECIATE S
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STELLA TSAKONAS - DRE #01363574

925.878.6603

STEPHANIE MULL - DRE #01955633
925.878.1896

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?
— WORK WITH THIS

AWARD-WINNING

Mother and Daughter
Real Estate Team and Get

TOP DOLLAR
FOR YOUR HOME INVESTMENT.

TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

TEAM@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

L8 8 8 & ¢
FIVE STAR AWARD-WINNING REALTORS

STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

COMPASS

WSJ TOP REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS IN AMERICA

& Best of Zillow

GIVE US A CALL ANYTIME!

".'__1'1ﬁ i F:‘ b Gk

o |




PY VALL EY
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Timeless Elegance & Gracious Living

7 BEDROOMS | 8.5 BATHROOMS
8960+ SQ. FT. | 1.5+ ACRES | 5-CAR GARAGE
POOL, SPA, & SO MUCH MORE...

Call for Details!

PRIVATEHAPPYVALLEYESTATE.COM

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented
herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.




LUXURY WITH

views of, the Chinda Hills

59 Jiger Jale (X, Crinda

This tastefully updated and decorated home has a fabulous floor plan for families of all stages & ages. 3 2

The oversized entry hall invites the outdoors in as you see through to the sweeping and incredible views

of the Orinda hills. This spectacular estate has high ceilings and custom designer touches throughout, gor- Bed Full Bath Half Bath
geous hardwoods, a fabulous new top of the line eat-in kitchen, new bathrooms, a stunning backyard with + 0
pool, hot-tub, fire-pit and breathtaking views on a private and beautifully landscaped 1.65 acre lot. You're _4'640 3 1 oo /0
going to love this house! Sq ft (ar Garage  Amazing!

Call for price | Uisit 59 JigerJail(t.com | Open Sunday 1-4

Amy Rose Smith

Partner/ Village Associates |E|"' 0| FINDING THE ﬂlqhi FIT
9252123897 p.

ol
1]
amy@amyrosesmith.com ’ o 'EE.. . . .
www.amyrosesmith.com E

CalDRE: #01855959 . AMYROSESMITH

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates \/|||age 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES
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‘Top of the class,
no matter how you rank us

Agents went through Children and grandchildren  Average of 21+ years
high school in Lamorinda through the local schools in the industry per agent

26 36 36 3636
26 36 36 3636

#1 Real Estate Brokerage in Lamorinda | www.villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505

BRE# 01301392

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of course.
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Can I sell my stuff and is it wor
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Shutterstock

... continued from Page D6

Selling platforms

Ebay: Ebay can be very deceiving when you first look up your
item. Just because someone has a price on an item, doesn’t mean it
has sold for that amount. Here are a couple of steps to get to the ac-
tual information on what someone has paid for this item:

1. Go to the Ebay website and enter your item in the search bar.

2. Look at the menu on the left-hand side of the screen where it says
BUYING FORMAT and choose AUCTION. Now choose SHOW ONLY,
then COMPLETED AND SOLD ITEMS. These are the true amounts
someone paid for the item.

Nextdoor, Facebook Marketplace, Lamorinda Treasures,
Craigslist: To be able to sell on these platformes, it helps to be some-
what familiar with taking photos and posting on your phone. You will
need to register on the platforms first, then take several pictures of
the item from all angles, measure the width, length and height, and
write a detailed description. If your item has any damage or flaws, be
sure to indicate that too. One of the drawbacks of selling this way is
that you have strangers coming to your home. If you live alone, this
can be risky. Keep in mind that selling on this platform can be very
time consuming as you may receive many responses that you have to
follow up on and people don’t always respond or show up after ex-
pressing interest in an item. It’s important that you decide in advance
how much time you are willing to spend for the amount of money you
may receive for the item.

Estate Sale: This is a great way to sell an entire house’s contents.
The estate sales team will come to your home, put items together
strategically and then price them. Some companies will promote your
sale on social media and post signs around town. Customers will
come directly to your home or online to shop and purchase the items.
At the end of the sale, most companies will donate or haul everything
that remains (there is a charge involved). My preferred local estate
sale company is Beehive Estate Sales, www.beehiveestatesales.org . If

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, August 16, 2023

th it?

you are considering this option, you will need to make an appoint-
ment with the estate salesperson to see if you have enough items for
an entire sale. The estate sale company will go over all of their costs
to manage the sale for you which includes their percentage of the
sales.

MaxSold Estate Sales: MaxSold is another kind of estate sale
company where the auction is held entirely online. A team will come
to your home, group items together, photograph and list the descrip-
tions of each group to create an online catalog. The auction catalog
will be live for a couple of weeks and buyers will purchase the items
through the MaxSold site. Then, the buyers are assigned a set day and
time to pick up their items. The team comes back on pickup day to
give the buyers their items. This type of sale can be helpful if you live
in a community that does not allow in-person estate sales. To learn all
about the Maxsold process, go to the website www.maxsold.com.
There is a fee to create the catalog and for the team on pickup day.
Like any consignment, they charge a percentage of the total sales. As
another option, the homeowner can run the sale and create the cata-
log which will save you money.

Auction Houses: This is a good option for items that you believe
have high value, such as artwork, decor, collectibles and furniture.
The auction houses are very selective about what they consign. Again,
just because you paid a lot for your items, doesn’t mean they will sell.
Keep in mind, if you want to sell it at a reputable auction house, they
will most likely require a certificate of authenticity. If you don’t have
any official certificate, you can hire an appraiser.

Garage Sales: Garage sales can be an efficient way to sell a lot of
items in one weekend. This can be a huge amount of work - setting
up, pricing everything and advertising your sale — so you need to de-
cide what amount of money is worth all the time it takes. Don’t forget,
whatever is left over, you should put in your car and donate or haul
at the end. Don’t put it back in your house. Good Luck! Do you have a
freshman college student heading off to university later this summer?
Visit my blog on my website to get some tips on organizing dorm
rooms, and what to and what not to bring. This article also appeared
in the Lamorinda Weekly in August of 2021.

Professional Organizer, Jennifer Raftis, CPO®
founded Efficiency Matters, LLC to help you with all
of your organizing needs for your home and busi-
ness. She is a Certified Professional Organizer and
an active board member with NAPO, National Asso-
ciation of Productivity and Organizing Professionals.
She is also an independent representative for The
Container Store and has expertise in designing clos-
ets, garages, pantries, playrooms and more. In addi-
tion, she is a Corporate Organizing and Productivity
Consultant and has worked with Fortune 500 com-
panies across the U.S. Another large part of her
business is move management especially working
with seniors who are downsizing. She and her hus-
band have lived in Moraga for 30 years, raising 3
kids and working countless volunteer hours with
many local non-profit organizations and schools.
Jennifer@efficiencymattersllc.com, 925-698-3756
www.efficiencymattersllc.com
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A Happy Valley Playgrouﬁd for All Ages!

3941 Happy Valley Road | $9,950,000 3941HappyValleyRd.com

This 8,620 sq. ft. magnificent retreat sits on 2.3 acres at the end of a private
drive, a world away from life's cares. It offers entertainment for those of any age;
a tennis court, basketball court, batting cage, swimming pool with waterfalls and

slide, two Jacuzzi spas, children’s play area, movie theatre and much more!

Ann Newton Cane Golden
415.999.0253 Gate
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com ,
annnewtoncane.com SOtheby S
Lic.# 02084093 INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Lamorinda home sales recorded

... continued from Page D2

ORINDA ... continued

2 Lost Valley Drive, $1,350,000, 2 Bdrms, 1742 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-01-23,
Previous Sale: $640,000, 06-18-10

345 Miller Court, $4,200,000, 5 Bdrms, 5160 SqFt, 2014 YrBlt, 07-03-23,
Previous Sale: $2,498,500, 08-03-15

17 Normandy Lane, $3,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 3908 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 06-28-23,
Previous Sale: $1,650,000, 02-11-10

17 Paintbrush Lane, $2,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 3353 SqFt, 2017 YrBlt, 06-29-23,
Previous Sale: $699,000, 05-05-16

11 Rae Drive, $2,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 1812 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 07-05-23,
Previous Sale: $1,685,000, 12-17-20

1 Valley Court, $2,675,000, 4 Bdrms, 3494 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 06-28-23,
Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 05-23-01

29 Van Ripper Lane, $1,850,000, 3 Bdrms, 1766 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-30-23,
Previous Sale: $830,000, 11-05-12

631 Watchwood Road, $1,550,000, 3 Bdrms, 2541 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 07-03-23,
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 07-07-05

32 Whitehall Drive, $2,502,000, 5 Bdrms, 2909 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 06-30-23,
Previous Sale: $1,615,000, 10-11-17

15 Wilder Road, $2,850,000, 5 Bdrms, 4920 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 06-26-23,
Previous Sale: $2,500,500, 12-11-17

75 Zander Drive, $2,080,000, 4 Bdrms, 2987 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 06-30-23

Campolindo Cul-De-Sac Beauty

26 Corte Monterey, Moraga
Offered at $1,895,000

This single-story home is set on a 0.6+ acre private lot
with a flat lawn and deck, backing to the Rim Trail. With
4 bedrooms plus a small office and 2.5 baths, vaulted
ceilings and an updated kitchen, it's the perfect home
sweet home. Close to the Cabana Club and top-rated
schools, you can't find a better location.

Michelle Holcenberg

www.holcenberg.com

* michelle@holcenberg.com
% 925-324-0405
COLDWELL BAHKER CalDRE #01373412

©2023 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is
comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

For borders and mass plantings, begonias
rule.

... continued from Page D1

Because hydrangeas boast huge heads of dramatic blossoms that can
also be dried, Barbie would find hydrangeas especially appealing. In
acidic soil, pink blooms change to blue, reflecting Barbie’s preferred
colors. Hydrangeas are hardy and disease-resistant, and most can be
grown in full sun or shade.

Since Barbie enjoys traveling and summer fun, the vibrant and
tropical flowers of hibiscus would also be on her list of must-have plants.
Many varieties have huge dinner-plate-size flowers that are attractive to
hummingbirds and butterflies. We know that Barbie cares about the
planet (why else would she have had over 200 careers?) so bringing birds,
bees, and other beneficial insects to her garden would be imperative.
Barbie is ecologically friendly. Plus having pollinators in the garden
increases the health and integrity of the landscape, making it more
enchanting.

The simplicity and classicism of geraniums and pelargoniums would
interest Barbie. She could easily propagate them by snipping off a stem,
allowing the stem to harden off, then planting it elsewhere to grow
additional geraniums. In beds and borders, geraniums shine and continue
blooming from spring to early winter. They are also lovely in window
boxes, which would be a fun project for Barbie to create.

A passion for pink with Barbie blooms

Photos Cynthia Brian

Deep pink hydrangeas are gorgeous growing or dried. The tubular trumpets of gladiolus shine in

the garden.

My favorite pink summer blooms are the Naked Ladies, Amaryllis
Belladonnas and I know that Barbie would find these sassy stunners to be
as unique and fascinating as she is. Naked Ladies have trumpet-shaped
flowers and shoot skyward on 20- to 24-inch bare stalks, erupting from
the ground in the height of the heat when no one is watching. These
“magic lilies” or “resurrection lilies” as they are often called, are graceful
and classy, yet they do not belong to the genus Lilium. Their long legs
with their fascinating faces are reminiscent of Barbie’s stature!

Barbie would love lilies of all kinds and want to plant as many bulbs
as possible. Lilies are captivating with their large, fragrant blooms and
diverse array of colors, shapes, and sizes. They are easy maintenance and
enjoy cultural significance linking them to gods and goddesses. Barbie
would be a Goddess Gardener and have multiple dazzling bouquets cut
from her garden to complement her elegant events. Sword lilies, also
known as gladiolus, are available in an array of pigments, except true
blue, and the pink varieties are especially fascinating. Propagated by
corms, gladiolus is an economical way to bring a riot of color to the
August landscape.

As delicate border choices or planted in masses in shady areas, I
would advise Barbie to plant rows of pink begonias. Begonias are also
marvelous in hanging baskets with their intricate foliage adding drama to
any patio or porch. ... continued on next Page
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Begonias are not divas and require minimal deadheading or maintenance
yet provide a blast of beauty. Tuberous or wax, double or single, large or
tiny blooms, begonias are vibrant and spectacular, just like Barbie.

When it comes to a favorite tree with fluffy pink puffs, I imagine that
Barbie’s preferred summer sensation would be the Persian silk tree with
its fabulous fern-like leaves. It is a messy tree dropping its seed pods in
the fall so it needs to be planted in an area where tidiness is not required.
Growing on my hillside where it gets very little water and has not been
invasive, my Persian silk tree with its pretty pom pom blooms reminds
me of exotic lands far, far away. Having been an airline pilot and an
astronaut, Barbie loves to travel the world and beyond. As a suitable
souvenir-rooted memento, the Persian silk tree checks all the boxes for

her adventures abroad.

What wouldn’t Barbie want in her oasis? Although colorful, pretty,
and long-blooming, Barbie most likely would shy away from the hardy
ornamental oleander because of its toxicity. Barbie babysits often and has
had over 40 pets, so she wouldn’t want children or critters sampling this
shrub. Traditionally used as a hedge or border, especially along freeways,
oleander is one of the most poisonous plants. The entire plant can be
deadly to humans and animals. The milky sap causes skin irritations. It is
dangerous in fire-prone areas because burning oleander can cause smoke
intoxication. Protective clothing is essential when working with oleander
and it should never be disposed of in the compost pile.

Like me, Barbie would prepare now for fall by listing the bulbs she
wants to buy for her spring garden. With their bright hues and graceful
shapes, tulips would top her list, and naturally, she’d have a plethora of
shades of pink.

It’s been fun embracing my inner Barbie as I walk around my garden
enjoying my personal passion for pink. Of course, I also adore blue,
purple, and all the colors of the rainbow. As Claude Monet scribbled, “I
feel the landscape. I can be bold and include every tone of blue and pink:
it’s enchanting, it’s delicious.”

Barbie, the movie, is a billion-dollar box office smash. My Barbie
would make a laudable landscape architect. Her gardens would be as
unique and unconventional as she is showcasing her diverse interests,
imagination, and creativity. Delicious, enchanting, and pink!

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy Barbie Summer!

Cynthia Brian channels Barbie in her
bright pink rose garden.

For more gardening advice for all seasons, check out Growing

McDonnell \@ Nursery

_ redeem your McDonnell bucks in August 1

) -

with the Goddess Gardener at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/books. Raised in the vineyards
of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New York Times best-selling
author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media and writing
coach as well as the Founder and Executive Director of Be the
Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio
Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com. Her newest children’s
picture book, Family Forever, from the series, Stella Bella’s
Barnyard Adventures is available for PRE-ORDERS now at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Hire Cynthia for
writing projects, garden consults, and inspirational lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
http://www.GoddessGardener.com

196 Moraga Way -

family owned since 1933

J

Flowers ¢ Trees ¢ Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts
Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

(925) 254-3713 « Open Wednesday - Sunday




+ LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

ORINDA

41 La Noria

Top quality 5 bd/ 4 ba home
around the corner from OCC w/ an
incredible layout & magical spaces

indoor & out!
$3,995,000

ORINDA

New Listing!

31 Normandy Lane

This light-filled floorplan offers

3 bd/ 2 ba & is full of retro charm.
Fall in love with this mid-century
beauty in the heart of Sleepy

$995,000
LAFAYETTE

3611 Lincoln Way

This charming 3 bd/ 2 ba Lafayette
home offers single level living with
views, privacy and a serene setting!

$1,595,000

o facebook.com/VillageAssociates
O twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

120 Via Floreado

Tastefully remodeled 5 bd/ 4.5 ba
home w/ fabulous floor plan, chef's
kitchen & beautifully lush
backyard!

$3,195,000
ORINDA

Pending!

0 Camino Del Monte
Desireable lot located minutes
from Hwy 24/ BART, top rated
schools, downtown, regional parks

& views!
$199,000

LAFAYETTE

Situated down a private lane,
surrounded by majestic redwood
trees is this spectacular 5 bd/

3 ba homel!

$12,000/mo.

ORINDA

37 & 20 La Madronal
A private sanctuary in the Orinda
Hills which features two detached
residences & 11 separate parcels
totaling approximately 4 acres!

$2,995,000

LAFAYETTE

<. 1 New Price!

3445 Shangri-La Road
Desirable Reliez Valley
neighborhood offers amazing
privacy, stunning views, beautiful
architecture on an almost 1 acre

lot! $1,999,000
MORAGA

163 Corliss Drive

Single-level, Ranch style home
features 4 bd/ 2.5 ba in approx.
2228 sqft on a .27-acre level lot!

$1,795,000

ORINDA

124 Sleepy Hollow Lane
Wonderful 5 bd/ 4 ba home w/
fabulous floor plan & amazing flat
back yard for year-round

entertaining!
$2,995,000

LAFAYETTE

- oy

:‘f i | Pending!
3390 Reliez Highland Road
Incredible home situated at the
end of a private road features 4
bd/ 3 ba, wine room, work shop &
a mostly level .58 acre lot. Serenity

awaits! $1 ’595,000

CONCORD

4232 Woodland Drive
Charming, updated 3 bd/ 2 ba, 1-story
home on gardener’s paradise level lot!

$738,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com

Sunday Open Homes

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Liz Gallagher
Claudia Gohler
Ari Hatton
Gillian Judge Hogan
Dexter Honens I
Christina Linezo
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Alexis Thompson
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





