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Ad Hoc Committee established for Moraga’s 50th Anniversary

Celebration
By Vera Kochan

It seems like only yesterday,
for those who can remember,
that Moraga took the big step
of incorporation. It became
official on Nov. 12, 1974, and
the Town’s 50th Anniversary
is just one year and three
months away.

According to a July 12 staff
report by Town Manager Scott
Mitnick and Interim Town
Clerk Yashin Abbas, “In re-
sponse, during the June 28,
2023 Town Council meeting
review of the Proposed Bien-
nial FY 2023-24 and FY 2024-
25 Budget, Town Council ap-

proved a $25,000 initial budget
appropriation to serve as ‘seed
money’ to start the year-long
celebration process. In addi-
tion, Town Council directed
staff to report back with the
necessary action to establish
an Ad Hoc 50th Anniversary
Committee consisting of the
Mayor and Vice Mayor.”

The committee held its
first meeting on Aug. 10, in or-
der to get the ball rolling for
the big celebration next year.
Members include: Mayor Re-
nata Sos, Vice Mayor Teresa
Onoda, Communication Honor
Roll/Past President of Moraga
Education Foundation Ana

nesses, and residents in an ef-
fort to make certain that all
Moragans can take pride in
the opportunity to be a part of
the big party.

Moon, Moraga Historical Soci-
ety President Susan Sperry,
Art in Public Spaces Commuit-
tee Member Holly Hartz, Town
Manager Scott Mitnick, Parks
and Recreation Director
Mackenzie Brady, and Moraga

Historical Society Publicity
and Program Chair Vera
Kochan.

The 50th Anniversary Cel-
ebration plans to include par-
ticipation from the town’s or-
ganizations, schools, busi-
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Burn at Painted Rock

Photo courtesy Lafayette Police Department

... continued from Page A1

It was executed according to a
strict “go, no go” checklist and
was coordinated with the Bay
Area Air Quality Management
District and Fire Weather
Forecasters at the National
Weather Service “to ensure the
size and timing of the burning
would minimize smoke im-
pacts to homes and other
smoke-sensitive sites in the
area.”

The burn area was di-
vided up into 10 units with di-
rections facing west, north
and south around the peak.
Fires were started on the
north side near Buckingham
Drive; progressed to the south
forming what is called “a
catcher’s mitt” strategy, which
burns a massive line around
an area that lets the fire come
to the crews; and finished off
facing west above Moraga
Road. The reasoning behind
setting fire to the west last is
that it would ensure safety to
the Rheem Valley Shopping
Center in the event of stray
embers since crews from the
already burned areas would
be available as backup if

necessary.

“This is part of a longer-
term project to promote graz-
ing from cows and for future
mitigation,” stated Winnacker.
It is hoped that eventually
cattle can be brought into the
region to keep the vegetation
in check and reduce the risk
of wildfire threat. He also
stressed the importance of co-
operation from homeowners
with respect to vegetation
mitigation.

According to Rein, for
several firefighters, this was
their first time getting experi-
ence with this type of terrain;
and while there is an East Bay
Municipal Utility District wa-
ter tank on the property, the
crews would only use it dur-
ing an emergency. The fires
were started and burned in
such a way as to virtually ex-
tinguish themselves back into
the blackline of an area that
has already burned, but crews
continually checked for any
spot fires that reignite them-
selves.

“Every burn has a general
game plan, but it’s never de-
fined until they [the crews]
are actually out there,” Rein
said.

American Made Locally Cwned

Lig & A39474

When’s the last time you
cleaned your dryer vent?

2,900 home fires, and $35 million in property
damage, are caused by clothes each year.
Get your dryer vent professionelly
cleaned today and rest easy.

air conditioning e heating ® dryer vent cleaning
air duct cleaning ® commercial HVAC e and more

(925) 455-4AIR

ASK ABOUT OUR SENIOR DISCOUNTE (925) 455-4247 - BradfordAlr.com

Bay Area
enscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Installation - Londscaping

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556
Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
* New Landscape Installation = Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial » Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups = Synthetic Lawn Installation
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As a Realtor and member of this
community, I'd like to fix the poor state
of neighborhood curb markings.

All I ask in return is that you let me begin
the road to being liked and trusted as a
neighborhood Real Estate professional.
Enter the URL on your personal computer
or use this QR code to be directed to my
sign-up/scheduling page.

Did you know a fire can double in size
every 60 seconds it isn't contained? Or
that Lamorinda residents are not
immune to home-related crime? In the
event that an injury or heart attack
occurs in the home, seconds matter.

chromarealty.com/curbpainting

(=15 L]

AMAZON, UBER
& DOOR DASH
appreciate it too!
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Community service is my primary mode
of outreach. Let me help your home
become more visible... curb appeal starts
at your curb (and so does property
maintenance).
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925.567.4328






