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Postcard-pertfect

By Jeff Heyman

Tens of thousands of people from Lamorinda and be-
yond filled the streets of Lafayette this past postcard-
perfect weekend for the city’s ever-growing annual
Art & Wine Festival, always a regional favorite that
has grown ever more popular in the last two years.
It’s not just about art and wine, actually.
Lafayette’s festival, put on by the city of Lafayette and
the Chamber of Commerce with help from a host of
generous supporters, is about food, music, dancing,
crafts and games, and dogs — so many well-behaved
dogs! And if you didn’t come with a dog, you could
have certainly gone home with one, thanks to the
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start for festival fun in Lamorinda

many animal rescue organizations joining the festivi-
ties.

Kids areas provide activities ranging from minia-
ture golf to gold mining and face painting. Food offer-
ings included made-on-the-spot gourmet sandwiches,
wood-fire pizza and traditionally made paella, served
steaming hot. All this, plus multiple stages providing
dramatic entertainment and — what Art & Wine is
known for - fantastic bands that rocked the crowd
with Tom Petty and Tower of Power covers, in addi-
tion to country and alternative rock favorites, much to
the delight of the dancers who swayed to the rhythm
and played air guitar in front of the stages.

What about art? Colorful booths featured a

plethora of handcrafted tchotchkes as well as fine art
sculpture, painting and photography. Local public
agencies also staffed booths with giveaways aimed at
providing festival-goers with information on safety,
transportation, sustainability and free city and county
services.

But in the end, the Art & Wine Festival is what it
has always been about: having good, old fashioned
fun - something Lafayette does very, very well. Next
up in Lamorinda? The Moraga Pear & Wine Festival is
just around the corner, and will feature food, wine,
live music, kids’ activities and community booths from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 30 at Moraga Com-
mons Park.
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SMC offers students a myriad of support through annual Wellness Fair

By Vera Kochan

Photo Vera Kochan

Bart the Horse provides Pet Therapy to SMC
students.

Saint Mary’s College began its 2023-24 school year with
its annual Wellness Fair, which is held every Septem-
ber. The fair’s purpose is to provide vocational, spiri-
tual, financial, environmental, physical, social, mental,
and emotional support for not only freshman but for
anyone needing a “well-being” void filled in their lives.
Held Sept. 20 at Dante Hall’s grassy quad, with the
scent of free barbecue wafting in the air, students in
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between classes came out to enjoy the moment and re-
ceive information at several booths touting a variety of
services to meet anyone’s needs.

Megan Gallagher, SMC Director of Campus Assault
Response and Education (CARE) Center, and Interim
Administrative Director of Counseling and Psychologi-
cal Services (CAPS) and Wellness, explained that the
Wellness Fair is designed to help the student commu-
nity become oriented to campus life. After giving them
a few weeks to settle into a new scholastic environ-
ment, some students may discover that certain aspects
of college life are more difficult than expected, she
said. It is with that expectation that SMC has chosen to
provide answers in order to create a holistic experi-
ence and make sure that the students are taken care
of.

One surprising aspect this year was seeing a horse
named Bart surrounded by students who were gently
stroking his coat. It was hard to determine who en-
joyed the experience more, Bart or the students. This
wellness exercise is classified as “pet therapy,” and
Gallagher explained that in the past, puppies as well as
goats (for yoga) have been a success at bringing smiles
to faces.

Other booths included the PAW Club (Peer Advo-
cates in Wellness) which hosts on-campus events, the
University Credit Union which offers financial ser-
vices, and County Veterans Service Office which pro-
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vides representation to the veteran community with
regard to benefits. The Center for Women & Gender
Equity provides advocacy needs, Student Disability
Services works with students to identify barriers and
develop effective plans for support, CAPS offers coun-
seling and psychological services through 10 sessions
that are included with tuition, both The Gael Pantry
and CalFresh help students stretch their food budget,
the Mission and Ministry Center provides pastoral
support and counseling, and SMC’s library displayed
examples of wellness-related materials available to
check out.

Many booths were manned by students such as
the Office of Community Life which focused on the ef-
fects of alcohol abuse, Campus Recreation which high-
lighted recreation center events and retreats, Club
Sports that help student athletes start new friendships
with their new teammates, and both CARE and SCAAR
(Student Coalition Against Abuse and Rape) booth of-
fered information about confidential support provided
for assault victims.

And, since wellness comes in many forms, there
were also tables set up for students to design their own
tote bags, create miniature bottles containing dried
flowers in oil (the 2023 version of a lava lamp), and use
boxes of crayons to fill fun pages of coloring book-style
pictures that helped tap the Leonardo da Vinci hiding
in everyone.
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LuxuryHappyValleyEstate.com
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Lafayette teachers ask district to make them whole

By Sharon K. Sobotta

Reading Specialist Lindsay Mc-
Cormick is usually one of the
first people parents and care-
givers see when dropping their
kids off at Lafayette Elemen-
tary School, as she directs traf-
fic before and after clocking
into the reading lab each
morning. On Sept. 13, however,
McCormick carried a sign say-
ing “Lafayette Teachers have
the lowest career earnings in
the county” as she stood along-
side more than a dozen of her

colleagues and another dozen

parents, students and commu-
nity members staging an infor-
mational picket.

The Lafayette credentialed
teachers are seeking a 14%
raise for their new contract
and have rejected the district's
offer of 12%.

With over a decade of

combined experience in the Mt.

Diablo Unified School District,
Fairfield-Suisun Unified School
District, and at Saint Mary’s

TOWN HALL THEATRE COMPANY

THE TURI
OF THE
SCREW

EPT. 3

BY LIk

- OCT.

925.283.1557

@TGWN HAI.I.THEATRECQM@

AN SCHD0L 51

Ashley Battersby
Broker/Partner

(925) 323-9955

DRE# 01407784

@ashleybattersbyhome

It's Village. Of Course.

BATTERSBY.

" _#= understanding of the

her judgment. She is extremely well-organized and
anticipates all of the actions that need to be taken in
order to get the best price for the seller. The level of
service she offers her customers is awesome. She was
always available when we needed to contact her,
and always set our minds at rest with her extremely
pleasant manner and wise counsel. My wife and | rec-
ommend her with no reservations. We've benefitted
from her skills and professionalism on two occasions.”

ashley@ashleybattersby.com
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College, where she taught liter-
acy courses for credentialed
candidates, McCormick says
she couldn’t pass up the oppor-
tunity to work at LES when the
position opened up four years
ago. “I stumbled upon the job
posting while supporting my
credential students in their job
search and knew that it was a
rare find: a full-time Reading
Specialist at one site in a highly
supported school district,” Mc-
Cormick recalls.

Mccormick says she and
her colleagues are ready to be
made whole. “Every teacher I
speak with here loves their stu-
dents, loves the community,
and wants to stay here more
than anything. But when you
see that you can get paid
$30,000 more just by going to a
neighboring district, it starts
really causing us to prioritize
our family’s needs over our
professional needs.”

Kristi Gingrich, a third-
grade teacher at LES and the
Lafayette Education Associa-
tion President, was among the
more than two dozen teachers,
accompanied by just as many
aides, parents and students,
standing in front of the school
during morning drop that
week. “We’re asking the district
to prioritize teachers over
other things because teachers
drive the classroom,” Gingrich
said. “Parents support us and
passed a tax parcel with the in-
tent to help hire and retain
teachers and unfortunately that
money hasn’t surfaced on our
salary schedule yet.”

Lafayette has a reputation
for being one of the top school
districts in the state and in the
county. It’s also thought of as
an affluent place — even as
nearly a third of its residents
are renters. Gingrich says the
assumption that Lafayette
teachers are doing fine because
the school district is good and
the median income of the city
appears high compared to oth-
ers is just plain wrong. “We are
part of a coalition of teachers in
the county and we are cur-
rently the lowest paid district
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with that. It’s misinformation
to think that we’re well paid
because we’re in Lafayette,”
Gingrich says. “We had to hire
50 teachers this year.”

While the 12% increase
teachers have been offered
may sound significant at face
value, Gingrich says it’s not
enough to make up for what
she says amounts to a not-so-
good deal that teachers agreed
to as they were transitioning
back to the classroom after the
pandemic.

“In February 2021 we were
tired and were grateful to have
our kids back in the classroom.
We’d worked so well with the
district, we were proud to bring
our kids back. We were talked
into signing a two-year contract
with a 2% COLA [cost of living
increase],” Gingrich says.

This meant that in 2022-23,
as the state offered a 6.55% cost
of living increase, the teachers
in Lafayette were already
locked in to a 2% increase.
“Those around us negotiated
for a 7.5% and an 8% increase
and we’d already accepted the
two. We had made a mistake,”
Gingrich says. “We can see that
there are huge surpluses in our
budget every year. And now
we’re asking our district to pri-
oritize the budget and priori-
tize teachers who’ve invested

Photo Sharon K. Sobotta
Lafayette Elementary School teachers at the Sept. 13
informational picket.

years and years of their time in
students so that we can con-
tinue having successful stu-
dents and great teachers.”

Another point of con-
tention is the years of transfer-
able service. Gingrich says that
while surrounding districts
have lifted the cap for numbers
of transferable years, Lafayette
is still at five. This means that if
someone from San Francisco
moved to the Lafayette school
district with 20 years of experi-
ence, only five of those years of
service would be reflected in
their salary.

“There is a shortage of
teachers — especially seasoned
teachers with experience,”
Gingrich says. And, she doesn’t
want teachers to be penalized
for opting into the Lafayette
School District.

Superintendent Brent
Stephens says the district re-
mains committed to ensuring
that teachers are paid competi-
tively and that a sound budget
is maintained in the future.
“We see the same issue about
competitiveness that our teach-
ers do. Two years ago, in the
pandemic, we entered into a
two-year contract with our
teachers,” Stephens said in a
written response.

... continued on Page A10
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#, Ourexquisite overnight boarding in a loving
home welcomes dogs 20 pounds and under.
With personalized care, your beloved pet will
relish in comfort, play, and affection.
Discover peace of mind for both you and

) your pooch today.
/ (925) 694-0981

info@littleredbarnsmalldogresort.com
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Lafayette Res Run returns
to benefit local schools,

Oct. 22

Plans are in place
for the annual
Lafayette Res Run
for Education,
which will be held
on Sunday, Oct. 22
in person through
downtown Lafayette and vir-
tually, through the Reservoir
Challenge, Oct. 12-21. Options
include the traditional 2-mile
fun run/walk, 5K along Mt. Di-
ablo Boulevard, or the 10K
route which takes you around
the Lafayette Reservoir. Par-
ticipants of the Reservoir
Challenge “run” around the
2.7-mile paved trail of the
Lafayette Reservoir.
According to information
provided by the Chamber, the
Reservoir Challenge is “a great
opportunity to safely walk or
run the Reservoir on your
own, perhaps beating your
time from last year! It’s also a
great option if you just want
the commemorative shirt,” but
it is not an option on Sunday,
Oct. 22 as the Reservoir will be
closed for the 10K runners.
“The Res Run is one of our
favorite community events,”
said Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce Communications
Director Holly Sonne. “It de-
livers dollars to each Lafayette
public school — Lafayette Ele-
mentary, Springhill Elemen-
tary, Burton Valley Elemen-
tary, Happy Valley Elemen-
tary, Stanley Middle School,
and Acalanes High School
through their PTA/PTO - plus
Campolindo High School in
Moraga and Miramonte High
School in Orinda receive funds
through MEF and ONE, allow-

LAFAYETTE

ing them to build community,
host special events, and ap-
preciate teachers, all while
promoting health and well-
ness.” A Healthy Lifestyles Fair
will be located on Lafayette
Circle adjacent to La Fiesta
Square from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m.
on race day.

There is also a Race-
Before-the-Race, which is an
additional fundraising oppor-
tunity for the Lafayette School
District. It takes place three-
fold: The Lafayette School Dis-
trict school with the most reg-
istrations by Sept. 30 will re-
ceive an additional $500 do-
nation. The school with the
most registrations in total will
also receive an additional $500
donation. The school with the
most registrations compared
to last year will also receive an
additional $500 beneficiary
check.

“All ages and abilities are
welcome! Kids love to run the
streets, which are only closed
twice a year in Lafayette (for
the Lafayette Art & Wine Fes-
tival and for the Res Run),”
Sonne said. “Serious runners
raise their challenge level en-
during the unique 10K around
the Lafayette Reservoir.”

For information or to reg-
ister, visit
www.lafayettechamber.org/
resrun
—J. Wake

Prepwork Really Works!

Just Sold!

1082 Larch Ave, Moraga

4BD + Office 3BA 2196SF + 500SF Bonus
Room Listed at $2,195,000 Sold at $2,300,000

Only 5 Days on the Market

13 Lisa Lane, Moraga

4 BD + Office 2.5 BA 3536 SF 0.95 Acres
$2,450,000

Only 4 Days on the Market

1082LarchAve.com 13LisaLn.com

Our clients have loved using the Compass Concierge Program to
beautifully prepare their homes for sale. We are now busy
working on another fantastic home coming mid-October!

You won't want to miss this new Coming Soon: Single-story home
on a local favorite street with a huge flat backyard with pool,
large lawn, sports court and orchard.

Scan here to learn more about
Compass Concierge
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Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opporturity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages
are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

New Chamber Music

series comes to Lafayette
Submitted by Joanne DePhillips

Photo Martyn Selman

Alexander String Quartet — Zakarias Grafilo and Yuna Lee,
violins; David Samuel, viola; and Sandy Wilson, cello

Berkeley Chamber Perfor-
mances (BCP) is about to start
its 31st Season at Julia Mor-
gan’s historic Berkeley City
Club. Since 2017 they have
been members of the Bay Area
Music Consortium (BAMC),
presenting concerts with their
partners, Chamber Music
Marin (Mill Valley) and Gold
Coast Chamber Players (GCCP).
After 35 seasons GCCP
closed their doors last spring,
leaving a chamber music void
in the Lamorinda area. BCP
has enjoyed collaborating with
GCCP and is looking forward to
presenting three chamber mu-
sic concerts at the Lafayette

Library, GCCP’s former venue.

The first concert will be
the Alexander String Quartet
in a program of Haydn, Ravel,
and Schoenberg, on Oct. 28.
Following that will be the
Black Oak Ensemble, a string
trio, presenting music by com-
posers who lost their lives in
the Holocaust, on Jan. 27.

Their final concert of the
season features the Naumburg
Prize -winning Telegraph
Quartet on May 4. All concerts
are Saturday evenings at 7:30
p-m., in the time slot previ-
ously occupied by the GCCP
concert series.

Visit the BCP website for more information at
www.berkeleychamberperform.org

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

%,

LAFANETTE

City Council
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, Oct. 10, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Oct. 2, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Design Review

Tuesday, Oct. 10, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Arts & Science Discovery Room

GALLEGOS BOAMAN GROUP
EXCLUSIVE HOMES

3589 Walnut Street, Unit E | Lafayette
2 BD|2.5BA | 1506 SF
SOLD All Cash - $1,100,000
Represented Seller

361 Montecillo Dr. | Walnut Creek
4BD|2BA|2,325SF
SOLD Off-Market - $1,665,000
Represented Buyer

Who you work with matters.

“They worked around the clock, foreseeing obstacles, and helping us
make decisions to ensure the deal went smoothly. We wholeheartedly
endorse Amy and Christine to anyone and everyone — and will be
working with them again if/when we sell our new home.” - Buyer

Amy S. Boaman
DRE# 01433269
925997.6808

Christine Gallegos
DRE# 01896511
925.878.2883

gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com
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CONSIDERING MAKING A MOVE?

GIVE US A CALL TODAY 925997.6808
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Town Council

Wednesday, Sept. 27, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 11, 6:30 p.m.
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Tuesday, Oct. 3, 6:30 p.m.

Park and Recreation
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Tuesday, Oct. 9, 7 p.m.
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Town of Moraga’s 6th Cycle Adopted Housing
Element approved

By Vera Kochan

Moraga Planning Director Af-
shan Hamid received a letter
dated Sept. 14 from the De-
partment of Housing and Com-
munity Development (HCD) in-
forming her that the State of
California had certified the
Town’s 6th Cycle Adopted
Housing Element for 2023-31.
“HCD is pleased to find the
adopted housing element, in-
cluding technical modifica-
tions, in substantial compli-
ance with State Housing Ele-
ment Law (Gov. Code § 65580
et seq) as of the date of this let-
ter,” wrote HCD Senior Pro-

gram Manager Paul McDougall.

“The adopted element, includ-
ing technical modifications
was found to be substantially
the same as the revised draft
element that HCD’s July 11,
2023 review determined met
statutory requirements.”
After two years of plan-
ning, analysis, and extensive
community input, the Town
Council adopted the Housing
Element on Jan. 25. “Our

Housing Element reflects the
Town Council’s and commu-
nity’s vision for providing bet-
ter housing opportunities in
Moraga while maintaining our
semi-rural feel and preserving
our hillsides, open space, and
existing residential neighbor-
hoods,” stated Mayor Renata
Sos.

According to the Town’s
Sept. 19 press release, the cer-
tification allows Moraga the el-
igibility “to seek federal, state,
and regional public infrastruc-
ture, environmental sustain-
ability, affordable housing, and
numerous other grants and
funding sources that are not
available to municipalities
without a current Housing
Element.”

Additionally, Moraga will
retain local control over land
use while setting its sights on
providing a wider range of
housing opportunities for se-
niors, young families, local
teachers, and the Town’s es-
sential service providers.

McDougall’s letter re-
minded the town that it must
continue with its implementa-
tion of all programs with spe-
cial attention to areas concern-
ing the General Plan Update,
Phase One and Phase Two
Zoning Text Amendments,
Phase One Zoning Map
Changes, Facilitate Access to
Affordable Housing Subsidies,
Adoption of an Affordable
Housing (Inclusionary Zoning)
Ordinance, ADU Production
along with Compliance and
Monitoring, SB 9 Projects,
Amendments to Parking Regu-
lations, Fee Deferral and Cal-
culation Methods, Streamlined
Review Process, Allowances for
Special Housing Types, and Af-
firmatively Further Fair
Housing.

Town Manager Scott Mit-
nick commented, “This Hous-
ing Element is good for Moraga
businesses, because it will re-
vitalize our two commercial
areas to better attract and re-
tain retailers, restaurants, and

other amenities that our resi-
dents have been requesting for
years.” Mitnick hopes that ad-
ditional residential units in the
heart of both shopping centers
will attract more foot traffic
which in turn will spark better
retail, dining, and entertain-
ment prospects.

Both the HCD letter and
the town’s press release spoke
of the dedication and hard
work by all involved with Mor-
aga’s 6th Cycle process and
eventual certification, calling it
a team effort. While noting the
residents, businesses,
landowners, and prospective
developers for their collective
participation, along with the
Town Council, Planning Com-
mission, Town staff, outside
consultants (Barry Miller and
BAE Urban Economics), and
partners at HCD, the highest
accolades go to Hamid and her
team for their long hours and
commitment to the process.

Council approves Livable Moraga
Road conceptual design work

By Vera Kochan

The Livable Moraga Road
(LMR) project was devised
with the intention of creating
continuous bicycle and pedes-
trian safe routes, in addition
to improving the aesthetics of
the streetscape along two
miles of Moraga Road be-
tween Campolindo Drive and
St. Mary’s Road.

Initiated in 2013, the LMR
project went through a three-
year process of public com-
ments, surveys, information
gathering, concepts and alter-
natives before being endorsed
in 2016 by the Town Council.
The project was placed on
hold due to staff turnover and
limited planning resources,
but had remained in the Capi-
tal Improvement Budget. With
funding from the Contra Costa
Transportation Authority
(CCTA), the current task at
hand is to complete concept
level drawings.

“The Planning Depart-
ment is seeking to reestablish

a professional services agree-
ment with Alta Planning and
Design to resume and com-
plete the last phase of the
conceptual design work on the
Livable Moraga Road project,”
stated Planning Director Af-
shan Hamid and Senior Plan-
ner Brian Horn in their Sept.
13 staff report. “Staff is now
seeking approval to complete
the remaining technical task
of the concept level design
drawings. The scope of work
would only include complet-
ing the conceptual design
drawings for up to four of the
Livable Moraga Road seg-
ments and providing a cost
estimate for the construction
of the road improvements.
Construction level drawings
or construction is not pro-
posed at this time.”

The four segments in-
cluded are: Segment 1 - Cam-
polindo Drive to Rheem
Boulevard; Segment 2 —
Rheem Boulevard to Donald
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Drive; Segment 3 — Donald
Drive to Corliss Drive; and
Segment 4 — Corliss Drive to St.
Mary’s Road.

When the 2016 Town
Council approved a final con-
cept, they did so with com-
ments and proposed changes.
With respect to Segment 1,
“For the time being, no move-
ment of the high visibility
crosswalk at the intersection
at Woodford Drive and Mor-
aga Road adjacent to Cam-
polindo Drive.” Regarding
Segment 3, “Remove the pro-
posed central turning lane
and restore it to a full south-
bound travel.” And, Segment
4, “Have staff continue to in-
vestigate whether there is
enough real estate available
adjacent to Laguna Creek
(West of Moraga Road) for the
proposed west side pedes-
trian/bicycle path to be viable
and return to the Town Coun-
cil with a further report on
that segment at a future Town
Council meeting.”

With the LMR project
having sat on a shelf for the
past seven years, it is a perfect
time for Moraga to dust it off
as future development of the
Rheem Valley Shopping Center
and Moraga Shopping Center
roadway improvements begin
to appear on the horizon.
More importantly, a com-
pleted concept would allow
staff to seek out grant funding.

On Sept. 13, the Town
Council approved the reestab-
lishment of a contract with
Alta Planning and Design to
resume and complete work of
the LMR project in the amount
of up to $63,080 with a 15%

Image Moraga Planning Dept.

Livable Moraga Road
Segments 1-4

contingency of $9,462 for a to-
tal amount not to exceed
$72,542 within a two year pe-
riod. They also approved the
carry forward of $79,000 of
Measure | Fund 210 funding
from Fiscal Year 2022-23 to
Fiscal Year 2023-24 and ap-
propriate $144,000 in Fund
700.

Lamorinda Expert
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annnewtoncane.com
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Town authorizes Safe Streets
for All funding agreement

By Vera Kochan

The portion of Moraga Road
and Canyon Road between St.
Mary’s Road and Sanders Drive
has been identified as having
safety issues noted in the 2016
Moraga Walk and Bike Plan, the
2022 Moraga Local Roadway
Safety Plan, and draft 2023
Contra Costa Transportation
Authority (CCTA) Lamorinda
Action Plan.

“In the summer of 2022,
CCTA prepared an application
in response to the US Depart-
ment of Transportation’s (US-
DOT) Safe Streets for All (SS4A)
Discretionary Grant Program,”
stated Public Works Direc-
tor/Town Engineer Shawn
Knapp in his Sept. 13 staff re-
port. “CCTA selected five safety
improvement projects distrib-
uted throughout the county to
be included in the SS4A Grant
Application. The five safety im-
provement projects were iden-
tified through CCTA’s compre-
hensive safety planning efforts
based on their anticipated im-
pacts on: 1) safety; 2) equity en-
gagement and collaboration; 3)
effective practice and technol-
ogy; and 4) climate change
adaptation and sustainability
with emphasis on areas with a
high rate of crashes and located
within Equity Priority Commu-
nity; historically disadvantaged
communities; and Priority De-
velopment Areas.” In addition
to Moraga, the grant applica-

tion included East Bay Regional
Park District, and the cities of E1
Cerrito and Antioch.

In February 2023, USDOT
awarded $28.9 million to CCTA
for distribution towards the
various municipalities’ pro-
posed projects. Of that amount,
Moraga’s grants will come to
approximately $3 million and
will fund the Smart Signals
projects for upgraded traffic
signals, CCTV cameras, video
detection, battery backup sys-
tems and more.

In June, a $3.975 million
CIP project budget was ap-
proved by the town council.
This comprised $2.984 million
in SS4A and a matching of
funds from Moraga for
$991,000.

Originally, the SS4A grant
application cost estimate was
based on the town staff’s man-
aging of the project as non-
reimbursable, but USDOT re-
quires that CCTA act as the lead
sponsoring agency for such
projects with Caltrans provid-
ing regulatory reviews. As such,
the town council approved the
execution of a Project Coopera-
tive Agreement and an increase
of $62,000 for the Moraga Road
and Canyon Road Complete
Streets Project (CIP No. 23-411)
during its Sept. 13 meeting, to
cover the administrative costs
of the additional participation
of the two agencies.
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Rancho Laguna Park to
receive fitness
equipment donation

By Vera Kochan

Photo provided

Bobbie Preston (second from right) and friends enjoy

fitness equipment.

Best known as a dog park that
happens to also have a chil-
dren’s playground and a
monarch butterfly habitat/gar-
den, Rancho Laguna Park will
soon add another feature to its
premises. In memory of her
husband Tom, who recently
passed away, Moraga resident
Bobbie Preston is working on
raising funds to donate fitness
equipment to the park.

Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Mackenzie Brady’s Sept.
13 staff report stated, “Bobbie
reached out to staff in July in-
quiring to the possibility of do-
nating fitness equipment to
Rancho Laguna Park in Tom’s
name. Staff worked with Bob-
bie on an appropriate location
that would allow the monarch
butterflies to retain their quiet,
allow dogs to not have access,
allow parents to use the equip-
ment while children may be
playing, provide shade, and
add value to currently unused
space.”

Tom Preston was a resident
that kept himself involved in
the community with projects
such as Cycle Recycle, the Pear
Festival, the Rancho Laguna
Monarch Butterfly Garden,
Moraga Community Fair, and
pruning the pear trees on the
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School property. He was a
Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT) provider,
and more.

According to Preston, her
husband was a “lifelong exer-

cise fanatic and worked out
every morning and walked at
Rancho Laguna Park almost
every day. He was attending a
three-week fitness camp in
Utah when he passed away at
80 in May.”

Greenfields Outdoor Fit-
ness will install eight of their
state-of-the-art machines, two
of which are ADA-compliant
and can all-together accommo-
date 22 people at the same
time. The equipment is de-
signed for use by ages 14 and
older and will be enclosed by a
fence to keep dogs from enter-
ing the area. Also included on
the premises will be an auto-
mated external defibrillator
(AED) device, a bench and pos-
sibly a water fountain. The
project is expected to cost ap-
proximately $99,000 with fund-
ing through private donations.
The only cost to the town will
be staff’s installation of the
equipment. Bobbie Preston is
hoping that the "Fitness Zone"
will be ready for use by the end
of October.

One of her husband’s fa-
vorite mantras was “Motion is
the lotion,” said Preston. “Exer-
cising was a way of life for Tom
and very important to him.”

Anyone wishing to partici-
pate in the tribute and gift to
the town of Moraga can send a
tax-deductible check (anno-
tated: “Preston Memorial”) to:
Lamorinda Lions, 17 E1 Camino
Flores, Moraga, CA 94556.
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1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556
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Chris & Tracy have your new home!

9 Berrybrook Hollow, Orinda
6 BR| 5F & 2H BA | 6,350% SF | 2.4+ AC
Main House | Guest House | Studio Apartment
$5.900,000 | 9Berrybrook.com
Expertly situated in a spectacular setting is this
timeless masterpiece of impeccable design and
craftsmanship, with bold interior spaces, artfully
highlighted by breathtaking views and glorious
natural light. Yet warmth and livability prevail in this
lifestyle reflective space which is integrally woven into
an inspiring and inviting outdoor environment.
Chris and Tracy have been providing expert Real Estate Leadership in Lamorinda for over 3 decades.
Call us at 925.766.1447 to schedule your private tour of 9 Berrybrook Hollow.
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented
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Insurance Company

State Farm Indemnity Company
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State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance
Company of Texas

State Farm Lloyds
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Surprisingly
great rates that
fit any budget.

By Sora O’Doherty

I can help you bundle your
home and auto insurance,
at a rate that may surprise
you. Call me for a quote today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there.

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by
customer. All applicants subject to State Farm
underwriting requirements. Availability and
amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

center back

The plans of Chevron Corpo-
ration to remodel the gas sta-
tion at the corner of Orinda

o StateFarm

Way and Santa Maria Way
were advanced on Sept. 19,
when the Orinda City Council

ALNU

DERMA
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Healthier Skin Lies Within

Paige
Radell, M.D.

www.walnutcreekderm.com

925-391-9439

Pediatric and Adult Patients.
Same day appointments available.

agreed to accept ownership of
the land behind the station
and introduced changes to
city law to facilitate a Ex-
traMile convenience store.
The matter will return to the
council for final approval af-
ter some issues around liabil-
ity are ironed out.

Chevron’s plans had been
enthusiastically approved by
the Orinda Planning Commis-
sion on July 12, after the com-
missioners heard public com-
ments both in support of and
in opposition to the project.
The project will convert
empty service bays at the sta-
tion that have been unused
for nearly three decades into
an ExtraMile convenience
store.

As part of the plan,
Chevron said it would trans-
fer title to the creekside land
behind the station to the city
and provide an access to the
creek alongside the station. If
the city did not accept the
land, Chevron said that they
would go ahead with their
project, but would not allow
access to the creek over their
property.

Controversy has focused
on a few aspects of the pro-
ject. The transfer of the land
and implications concerning
liability for the area is of con-
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:I Will Thorn

Owner

Services include:

Tree Pruning/Removal
Cabling/Bracing

Brush Removal/Fire Prevention
Weed Cutting

24/HR Emergency Tree Service

(510) 306-6285

Wildland Corporation
will@wildlandcorp.com

wildlandcorp.com Lic#1089268

Area behind Chevron Station, station on left, retaining wall

cern to the city. Some mem-
bers of the public expressed
concern that the presence of a
24-hour store close to the en-
trance to Highway 24 and the
sale of alcoholic beverages
would encourage more crime
in the city, and others were
concerned that the conve-
nience store would not sell
nutritious fresh food and isn’t
a necessary addition to
Orinda.

The project is enthusiasti-
cally supported by the Friends
of Orinda Creeks, who view
the proposal to transfer land
beside San Pablo Creek to the
city as a major step forward
toward the revitalization of
the creek, which has been one
of the most wanted improve-
ments to downtown Orinda
expressed by members of the
public as the city moves for-
ward on downtown develop-
ment.

Michael Bowen, president
of Friends of Orinda Creeks,
stated that “for the first time
in a very long time, or ever, a
private business owner is ‘all
in’ on downtown develop-
ment and creek restoration.”
Bowen suggested that city
staff had omitted some facts
regarding the land transfer.
According to Bowen, the city
already has an easement over
the land and is the existing
floodplain manager. Bowen
told the council that there is
recreational immunity for
public parks, trails, and so
forth under the California
Government Code. The coun-
cil members expressed inter-
est in hearing about that im-
munity in greater detail be-
tween the introduction of the
enabling ordinance and its
adoption when it returns to
the council.

Sandy Pearson reminded
the city council about some-
thing that occurred in her
neighborhood of 20 houses on
60 acres. The city asked the
developer to provide a trail,
which was liked by the resi-
dents, but they did not want
their homeowners association
to bear the liability for the
trail. After “thinking long and
hard” Pearson said, the city
accepted a donation of the
trail land. Since then, she
added, “the residents do the
trail maintenance, it hasn’t
cost the city a penny, and

Photo Sora O’Doherty

Orinda Council agrees to accept land
behind Chevron station, allow
convenience mart

there hasn’t been any
problem.”

Council Member Latika
Malkani was particularly
struck by a comment from
Maria Brando, a board mem-
ber of the Friends of Orinda
Creeks, that “it is the job of
cities to make beautiful spaces
for their residents.” Malkani
said that she agreed with that.

Council Member Brandyn
Iverson said that she sup-
ported the project and added,
“I really want that creek land.
I only support the changes in
the zoning if we get the
creek,” she added, stating that
she supported the city taking
fee title to the property.
Without creek access, she
would not support the project.

Roy Hutchinson, presi-
dent of the Orinda Chamber
of Commerce, urged the coun-
cil to allow the Chevron pro-
ject to proceed. He said that
there is wisdom in working
with Chevron, a gigantic com-
mercial property owner. “We
no longer have a Starbucks or
a Subway,” and the approved
memory care facility cannot
proceed because of rising
costs, Hutchinson stated.
“Let’s get on and make some-
thing happen in Orinda for its
citizens.”

Several representatives of
Chevron Corporation were at
the meeting to discuss the
project. Juliet Don encour-
aged the council to adopt the
changes to the municipal code
necessary for the project to
proceed. She also noted that
although Chevron is no longer
required by law to pay a
parking in lieu fee because it
is located within a half mile of
a major transit stop, the com-
pany is going to donate the
money to the city for pedes-
trian projects. It was deter-
mined that the amount equiv-
alent to the fee would be
around $26,000.

There was also discussion
between the council and staff
about whether the proposed
changes to the law would
have unintended conse-
quences that might affect
other gas stations. However,
city manager David Biggs ex-
plained that if another appli-
cant came in, such as the 76
Station in Orinda, they would
have to meet the criteria of
discretionary planning
review.

City attorney Osa Wolff
said that staff would return to
the council with a binding le-
gal agreement for the dedica-
tion of the land to take place
at a time of the city’s discre-
tion, specific indemnity terms
both for environmental haz-
ards and for any fact specific
thing, such as the retaining
wall behind the station. Al-
though ordinances usually
come back for approval at the
next council meeting after in-
troduction, Wolff said that
this may require a longer
time. The measure passed
with a vote of four to zero,
with Vice Mayor Darlene Gee
on an excused absence.

City Council Regular

- Meeting:
._
ORINDRA

Tuesday, Oct. 3, 7 p.m.
Planning Comm.:
Tuesday, Oct. 10, 7 p.m.

Supplemental Sales Tax
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Oct. 11,

6:30 p.m

Sarge Littlehale Community
Room, 22 Orinda Way
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Storm cleanup continues at Wagner
Ranch Nature Area

By Alison Burns

Photo Reg Barrett

San Pablo Dam on Wagner Ranch property at height of storm.

Since the Lamorinda Weekly
last reported (July 5, p. A7) on
the severe damage wrought by
this year's winter storms at the
Wagner Ranch Nature Area,
progress has been slow ... but
steady. And on Monday, Sept.
11, Orinda Union School District
Superintendent Aida Glimme
delivered an impressive sum-
mary of her board's achieve-
ments to date.

From its formation almost
20 years ago, the nonprofit
Friends of Wagner Ranch Na-
ture Area, has always been ex-
tremely supportive, but there
has never been any state fund-
ing directed toward the almost-
19-acre OUSD property, and
years of deferred maintenance
have taken their toll: this year's
constant onslaught of winter
rains resulted in the downing of
ancient trees, washed out path-
ways and a dangerous rerout-
ing of the San Pablo Creek
where it borders the Nature
Area.

As Glimme described it, a
pathway that was once safely
away from the creek, now has
water flowing beneath it, and
you can find yourself standing
on something that she describes
as "a little cavernous.” She also
reported "really significant
overgrowth ... with a lot of poi-
son oak.”

There is no instant fix to
this disastrous state of affairs,
particularly while, as Glimme
put it, “the storm continues to
work itself out” as the ground
and trees become dryer. At
present, it is impossible to
count just how many trees have
fallen or will continue to fall
but eventually many more
must be removed because it is
“just a matter of time” before
broken branches some crashing
down.

Orinda's historic nature
preserve is home to thousands
of native plant and animal
species. Owned by OUSD and
certified as a Schoolyard Habi-
tat by the National Wildlife
Federation, this unique outdoor
education site has had an im-
measurable impact on over
15,000 children since its 1970
inception. To date, only ele-
mentary school children have
been taught there, but prior to
the double whammy of COVID
and heavy winter storms, OUSD
was looking at ways to expand
opportunities to middle school
students and possibly even
other districts.

While it is still a question of
playing the waiting game,
Orinda's residents have not been
slow in reacting to the crisis.

The two fenced-off Wagner
Ranch and Nature Gardens

Do parking in lieu fees
stymie Orinda downtown
development?

By Sora O’Doherty

As the clock ticked ominously
towards 11 p.m. on Sept. 19, the
Orinda city council agreed, with
a minimum of discussion, to ask
staff to come back with a pro-
posal to amend its Master Fee
Schedule to reduce the Parking
Variance In Lieu fees to support
business revitalization. Staff
suggested that the council might
like a nominal fee for changes
in use, perhaps reducing the in-
lieu fees of between $50 and
$200 for existing buildings. The
council would retain the option
to consider increasing the fees
at a future date, such as the
Master Fee Schedule update
made annually in July.

The matter appeared on the
council’s agenda as a result of a
matter initiated on Sept. 5. On
Sept. 18, Harvey Stein, legal
counsel for Mo Mashhoon and
Mash Petroleum, which has its
headquarters in Orinda’s The-
atre District, wrote to the city
council explaining the difficulty
Mashhoom is having leasing a
space in the Moraga Way
building.

Stein reminded the council
that the building had been
granted a Mayor’s Award of Ex-
cellence upon its completion in
2019. He continued to explain
that two potential tenants for a
small, 800 sq. ft. space on the

ground floor of the building had
fled, when they were apprised
of potential parking in lieu fees
ranging from $60,000 to
$75,000.

Mashhoom is now consid-
ering an offer to lease the space
as a hicycle sales showroom at
50% below market rate, but he
will only do so if the city does
not impose a burdensome,
“deal-killing” parking fee. “Un-
less the City alters its position
on the parking fee, the space
will remain vacant for the fore-
seeable future,” Stein warned.

Council Member Brandyn
Iverson, who had requested the
matter initiated, said that she
was suggesting a limited pro-
posal suspending parking in
lieu fees for about a year for
vacant spaces downtown. She
specified that she was not
proposing a change to the rules
for new development nor look-
ing at the broader issue of state
laws.

Mayor Inga Miller inquired
if the action would affect the
Chevron project, and was told
that it would not apply to gas
stations. Given the lateness of
the hour, the council agreed to
authorize staff to develop a
proposed action and bring it
back to the council in the
future.

have now been cleared and
students are already gardening,
thanks to the Wagner Ranch
Parent Club. OUSD is also
working in partnership with
the Boys Team charity, which
provided funding and volun-
teers. East Bay Tree Service, too,
has been very supportive.

But the quarter-of-a-
million-dollar question now is
where OUSD will find the
money to remove the dead and
damaged trees. Restoring safe
pathways and general accessi-
bility will add more to the total
bill and OUSD does not yet have
an estimate for this. The District
has not allocated additional
funds for the Nature Area,
which means that any monies
used for maintenance of the
area must come from the Gen-
eral Fund.

In 2022, the District applied
for a $4.5 million state alloca-
tion through the office of As-
semblymember Rebecca Bauer-
Kahan’s office, which was re-
jected. However, after the grant
was resubmitted in 2023, OUSD
gained approval for $1.5 mil-
lion — with certain demands,
such as designating 15 acres as
Open Space — while still re-
maining wholly owned by
OuUSD.

Glimme concluded her
presentation with effusive
thanks to the Friends of the Na-
ture Area which, “clearly kept
the area alive,” as well as the
WR Parent Club, Boys Team
Charity, ONE Orinda, and the
“many community members
who have supported the area
through funds and hours of
volunteering.”
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Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

* Facelift
Facial Implants
Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

* Fillers
(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)

* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels

* Obagi® Consultation

Before

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a nationally
recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic surgeon, opened

a private practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve Lamorinda
patients. Specializing entirely in the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is
nationally recognized for providing patients with beautiful, elegant,
and natural results.

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION

96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824

TamplenPlasticSurgery.com
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Double Board-Certified
Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.
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Moraga PD warns residents about door-to-door solicitations

By Vera Kochan

Within this past month, Moraga
experienced a swarm of solicitors
knocking on residential doors
without the proper permit issued
by the Town’s police department.
MPD received three complaint
calls on Sept. 5 from residents lo-
cated on Devon Drive,
Whitethorne Drive, and Selborne
Way. While police managed to
locate the solicitors from the first
two streets, the Selborne Way in-
dividual was not found. The resi-
dent told dispatch that the male
first rang the doorbell and waited
for quite some time before he
began knocking on the front door
so aggressively that the door rat-
tled, all while shouting loudly to
attract the occupant’s attention.
The resident never opened the
door, and two hours later the
male in question came back us-
ing the same tactics. At that point,

police were called.

MPD Chief Jon King sur-
mised that this group of individ-
uals was hired by a “company” to
sell goods (whether legitimate or
not) in well-to-do neighborhoods.
They are driven as a group to a
location and then disperse on
foot to their targets with the
promise of hefty commissions if
sales are made. Some may claim
that they’re earning money for a
trip, while others say they are
selling magazines that oftentimes
never show up in the purchasers’
mailbox. King said that some may
use aggressive tactics out of des-
peration to make a sale.

Moraga’s Ordinance No. 239
requires that anyone wanting to
sell door-to-door must fill out a
Peddlers and Solicitors Permit
Application. An appointment
must be made when submitting

the application along with Live
Scan fingerprinting, having a
photo taken, and a background
check completed. The permit
costs $125 and is good for one
year after issuance. Even with a
permit, no soliciting is allowed if
a residence has posted a sign
prohibiting it on their premises.

Besides the standard per-
sonal information on most gen-
eral applications, the applicant
must provide vehicle and busi-
ness/activity descriptions. Lastly,
any criminal record information
must be divulged other than traf-
fic violations. When a solicitor’s
permit is granted, the applicant
will receive a laminated permit
from MPD containing pertinent
information along with a photo
of the solicitor that will hang
from a lanyard and must be
worn in plain sight while

soliciting.

“Most companies that target
cities to make sales will check out
the cities’ ordinances,” stated
King. However, there are those,
as mentioned earlier, who don’t
do their homework, and MPD re-
lies on calls from residences to
draw attention to them. After
running a check, “legitimate
businesses will be told they need
a permit. Some will get a warn-
ing and won’t listen. When that
happens our officers will cite
them.”

Moraga adopted Ordinance
No. 239 in early 2013. “It’'s my
understanding that this ordi-
nance came about from an as-
sault that happened in Lafayette
involving a solicitor on a female
resident,” recalled King.

In Chapter 9.10.010 - Find-
ings and Purpose, the ordinance

states, “The Town of Moraga rou-
tinely responds to complaints re-
garding the conduct and impact
of peddlers and solicitors operat-
ing within the town who peddle
or solicit door-to-door. These
complaints have involved mis-
representations or fraud in solic-
itations or sales, aggressive,
threatening and intimidating
tactics and the refusal to leave
the premises when requested.
These complaints implicate the
town’s interest in protecting the
privacy, safety and general wel-
fare of its residents.”

King recommends using the
services of reputable businesses.
“We have a lot of fine local busi-
nesses, but we also want resi-
dents to know that when some-
one comes to their door wearing
a permit that they have been
vetted.”

Letters to the editor

Lafayette Crosses

I am a US Army veteran who loves
the Lafayette Crosses. I write because
there have been so many letters to
you recently which have been so
negative about them that I thought I
might try to offer a different per-
spective. And perhaps suggest a
compromise.

Let me begin by acknowledging
that my deployment for a year as an
infantry officer leading night am-
bush patrols under fire does not
qualify me at all to tell anyone how
to respond to places of reverence. I
can only describe the experiences I
have had when out visiting them and
say that based on many, many con-
versations I have had with fellow
combat vets over decades now those
experiences are strikingly similar.

In a nutshell, we walk around
and in between the crosses (and, of
course, the Stars of David, the Bud-
dhist faith emblems. and so on) and
we talk to the fallen. We thank them,
naturally, we express guilt feelings
that we survived and somehow, they
did not, and sometimes we tell them
how sorry we are that their lives
were unnecessarily taken by stupid
decisions our leaders made, many of
whom never served a day in uni-
form. Over the course of a walk, our
emotions range widely from pride to
outrage and beyond. To have a place
like this to attend on Memorial Day
or Veteran's Day or July 4 or 9/11is a
kind of restabilization we — and
maybe many non-vets too — need
from time to time. The placard at the
top of the hill which formerly carried
a number of the dead, updated from
time to time, was not maudlin but
truly stunning.

Some of the negative letters said
that combat vets don't like the

crosses because they don't have
names but the vets I walk with
strongly disagree. We remind all that
any simple visit to the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier shows that names
are not needed. (Actually, quite a few
crosses do have names and touching
personal notes). Before the crosses I
would visit the Presidio cemetery
and while on my walks there I obvi-
ously saw names but I rarely re-
membered those particulars and did
not need to do so in order to accom-
plish my mission.

That mission was and is to con-
tinue my practice of thanking and
remembering and regretting and just
having intensely human emotions at
a tragic sight. One of the letters to
you said we have "moved on" and
that we need need to erect condos so
as to avoid the eyesore of worn out
pieces of wood but I truly hope for
our nation that we never move on
from such a place of reverence. It is
simply not enough to watch a TV
show of patriotic songs, one must
walk that walk and experience it first
hand.

But wooden crosses don't last
forever. Like our uniforms they fade,
and so I suggest that when the time
comes to do something, then it
should include preserving a decent -
sized (not tiny and tucked into a cor-
ner) parcel with upgraded crosses
and Stars and Buddhist signs of faith.
Names are not needed, just the op-
portunity to be there and feel, really
feel, the suffering and the sacrifice
that we vets placed our lives on the
line to honor and preserve.

William Norman
Orinda

Lafayette Hillside Memorial

In response to the Moraga letter re-

Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All
published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence — we will only accept letters from those who live
in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes
only). Letters must be factually accurate. Lamorinda Weekly reserves the right to refuse publishing a letter submission. Visit
www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly,
1480 Moraga Road STE C #202, Moraga, CA 94556

garding the Lafayette Hillside Memo-
rial, I would like to say that he has
every right to genuinely react to the
memorial as he does, as the Memor-
ial brings up strong feelings for peo-
ple, all of which are valid. However,
before assuming that the people in-
volved in erecting this memorial did
not care about the victims of these
wars, I would suggest that he inquire
further into the history of the memo-
rial and those who were involved in
its conception and execution. This
memorial was put up on private
property by a group of all-volunteers,
with no financial backing or help,
other than their own personal con-
tributions of money, time and do-
nated materials. The memorial has
continued to be preserved in the
same way. These symbols were
made simply in the backyards of lo-
cal people’s homes with scrap wood
and other materials. The intent was
to show the extent to which these
wars cost and hurt individuals, and
further to try to impress upon the
public the great number of lives lost.
Many of those working on the hill-
side can assure you that countless
times there were veterans and rela-
tives of veterans who came there to
personally mourn their losses. And,
yes, many of the symbols are person-
alized by family members and are
not anonymous; in fact, one has just
been added recently. The appear-
ance of the memorial may not be as
polished as some, but it has its pur-
pose to remind us to be grateful for
the sacrifices made and the tragic
costs of war.

Kay James

Moraga

To whom it may concern

Having recently moved to Lafayette,
and only slightly less recently be-
come a citizen of this country (30
years and counting), I am saddened
to read the two recent letters in you
publication (9/13/23 issue).

Iread them both with curiosity,
especially ex Medical Service Corps
officer John Dutton's. While I under-
stand his points about the power of
memorials showing the names of the
fallen, I think there is an equally
strong and powerful point
about memorializing war, death, and
destruction, and that is - many of the

slain victims who have fallen in con-
flict zones around the world remain
unidentified and unnamed. In a
word, they remain "unknown", often
being buried in unmarked graves.
As a child visiting Westminster
Abbey in London, I was dumbstruck
when someone explained the mean-
ing and reason behind the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier there. The
power of a memorial to the un-
named is equally inspiring and mov-
ing, and for me, fills the gap of en-
suring that all slain victims in all
conflicts - hoth named and unnamed
- are remembered.

Later in life, I was struck by the
power of three words I started seeing
on memorials around the world.
First used in 1897, by Rudyard
Kipling (a poem called: Recessional)
the phrase "Lest We Forget" is so
simple and yet so powerful, and I
have subsequently seen these three
words on many memorials around
the world. I have also seen many
memorials to The Unknown Soldier
in my travels. Clearly, these concepts
have universal meaning.

And so, returning to Lafayette,
CA, where I have only recently begun
to spend my time, I have to say that
the Lafayette Hillside Memorial in-
stallation makes me proud to be here
as it reflects the spirit and energy of
a community that is thoughtful,
aware, and civically engaged.

Ilearned the history of the
Memorial by reading your recent ar-
ticle and visiting the Hillside Memor-
ial's website and was surprised how
controversial it was in the begin-
ning. Now it seems to be part of the
fabric of the community; something
accepted and appreciated by many
when I have inquired about it. It is
even marked on Google Maps as The
Crosses of Lafayette (whilst failing to
recognize the other symbols of re-
membrance evident on the hillside).
Yes, the memorial is a bit weather
beaten which is partly why it is so ef-
fective in reminding us to not "for-
get" our freedoms that are so easily
taken for granted, and yet which are
also so fragile. The Memorial is both
a piece of history and a present-time
statement giving those who drive or
walk by it the chance to pause and
reflect.

I end with a quote by renowned
war correspondent Robert Fisk, who

described war as being "primarily
not about victory or defeat, but about
death and the infliction of death. It
represents a total failure of the hu-
man spirit."

In my view, the message that the
Lafayette Hillside Memorial presents
is a powerful and relevant attempt at
reminding us what the opposite of
that total failure can look like. For
me it represents the compassionate,
empowering, and honoring elements
of the human spirit, and is one of the
things that makes this city special.
Max Anderson
Lafayette

Updates on Crimes in Lamorinda

I frequently hear anecdotal reports
of crime in our area, specifically
about car theft, burglary and retail
theft and, on at least one occasion,
have encountered it in person. Yet,
there is never any mention of crime
in the Lamorinda Weekly. We have
articles about wildfire preparedness,
flood preparedness but never any-
thing about the crime situation in
our collective community.

Granted, we have the weekly
blotter report but that tells us noth-
ing about trends, prevention or the
effectiveness of crime prevention on
the part of our local police depart-
ments. Somewhere between the
apocalyptic whining on ‘Next Door
Las Trampas’ and sticking our heads
in the sand and pretending there is
no crime in our pristine communi-
ties, there must be a happy medium.
It would be most helpful if we could
get periodic articles from the three
police departments, addressing
trends in crime, recommended pre-
ventative measures and the effec-
tiveness of our police in solving
crimes when they happen.

Byrne N. Sherwood, Jr.
Lafayette

Editor's note:

The Chief of the Lafayette Police gave
a briefing to the Lafayette City Council
and Lamorinda Weekly reported in
our April 12 edition. The article can be
found at
www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/
issuel704/Lafayette-Police-Chief-
presents-2022-crime-stats-to-
council.html

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820

Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Lafayette Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Sept 3 - Sept. 16

Alarms 37
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 12
Traffic 104
Suspicious Circumstances 6

911

Suspicious Subject 16
Suspicious Vehicle 9
Service to Citizen 37

Patrol Req./Security Check 32
Public/School Assembly Check 3

Supplemental Report 19
Vacation House Check 15
Welfare Check 12
Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations
AAuto Burglary

1000 Block Serrano Ct.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
3800 Block Happy Valley Rd.

Police Department

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
Reckless Driving

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Happy Valley Rd.
(2)

Reliez Station Rd./Olympic Blvd.

Oconner Dr./Moraga Rd.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Deer Hill Rd.
Vehicle Theft

3200 Block Stanley Blvd.

10 Block Old Millstone Ln.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

3400 Block Hall Ln.
Computer Fraud

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fraud False Pretenses

80 Block Silverwood Dr.

Police Department (2)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Grand Theft

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Identity Theft

800 Block Broadmoor Ct.

3200 Block Lucas Cir.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block Happy Valley Ct.
Petty Theft

1000 Block Carol Ln.

900 Block Moraga Rd.

El Nido Ranch Rd./Sunnyhill Rd.
Petty Theft From Veh

Brook St/Hough Ave.
Residential Burglary

3900 Block S Peardale Dr.
Shoplift

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (4)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

1400 Block Tichenor Ct.
Loud Motorcycle

900 Block Village Center
Loud Music

3400 Block Black Hawk Rd.

1400 Block Rancho View Dr.
Loud Noise

St Marys Rd./Glenside Dr.
Public Nuisance

Sundale Rd./Highland Rd.

Marsha PL./Silverado Dr.

3500 Block Golden Gate Wy

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)

700 Block Los Palos Dr.

600 Block Murray Ln.

Reliez Valley Rd./Mcgraw Ln.

4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism

Hough Ave./Brook St.
Other
Animal Cruelty

3500 Block Moraga Blvd.
Fireworks

Fairholm Ct./Reliez Valley Rd.
H&S Violation

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
In Custody Theft

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Trespass

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

20 Block Samantha Dr.
Unwanted Guest

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Violation Restraining Ord

1400 Block Tichenor Ct.

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Sept. 12 - Sept. 18

Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)
Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle
Service to Citizen
Patrol Req./Security Check
Public/School Assembly Check
Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Excessive Speed
St Marys Rd./Bollinger Canyon Rd.,
Rheem Blvd./Fernwood Dr.
Rheem Blvd./Chalda Way
St Marys Rd./Ifo The College
Moraga Rd./Skatepark
St Marys College
Moraga Rd./Moraga Way
Reckless Driving
Canyon Rd./Camino Pablo
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Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses

100 Block Brookfield Dr.
Identity Theft

Police Department (2)

700 Block Crossbrook Dr.
Warrant Arrest

Rheem Valley Shopping Center
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Music

70 Block Miramonte Dr. (2)
Loud Party

100 Block Ascot Ct
Vandalism

Not Available

2100 Block Ascot Dr.
Other
Litter

Moraga Rd./Moraga Way
Trespass

1400 Block Camino Peral
Unwanted Guest

St Marys College

Lﬂﬂf."ﬁ'"ﬂ _ , ﬂE

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report

Sept. 3 - Sept. 16

Alarms 50
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 8
Traffic 57
Suspicious Circumstances 7
Suspicious Subject 10
Suspicious Vehicle 6
Service to Citizen 56

Patrol Req./Security Check 19
Public/School Assembly Check 1
Supplemental Report 22
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 4
Ordinance Violation 3
Vehicle violations
Accident Property

Moraga Way (2)
Auto Burglary

500 Block Tahos Rd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

600 Block Miner Rd.

Reckless Driving
Camino Pablo/Los Amigos
100 Block Brookwood Rd.
Moraga Way/Brookwood Rd.
Camino Don Miguel/Miner Rd.
Camino Pablo/Moraga Way
St Stephens Dr.

San Pablo Dam Rd./Wildcat Canyon Rd.
Other criminal activity
Fraud Credit Card

20 Block Irwin Way
Petty Theft

80 Block Via Floreado
Petty Theft From Veh

100 Block Casa Vieja PI.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-fight

Camino Pablo/Miner Rd.
Disturbing The Peace

Camino Pablo
Loud Music

Camino Sobrante
Loud Noise

30 Block Marston Rd.

50 Block Stanton Ave.

Loud Party
No House Number

Public Nuisance
10 Block Broadview Terrace
10 Block Whitehall Dr.

80 Block Davis Rd.

Moraga Way (3)

Vandalism
20 Block La Madronal

Vandalism - Felony
100 Block Camino Pablo

Other

Brandishing Weapon
Donald Dr.

Corporal Injury Spouse
Alta Vista
10 Block Irving Ln

Failure To Obey
Wilder Rd./Big Leaf Rd.

Mentally I1I Commit
Altarinda Rd.

Revocation Of Probation
Orinda Way/Camino Pablo
Orinda Way/Santa Maria Way

Terrorist Threats
Moraga Way

Trespass
80 Block Davis Rd.

500 Block Orindawoods Dr.
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925-377-0977

Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.

All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks, and
squirrel-proofing. Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.
Customer service is my #1 priority.

Serving the LaMorinda
area for 10 years as
former branch manager
of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.

1044 Stuart Street, Lafayette
(925) 338-9304 877-7RATMAN

—PESTAHD TERMITE=—

M TRHRIOL

Your one-call plumber!
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| Gas Water & Sewer
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Family-owned & serving
Lamorinda since 1993

Good Preventive Plumbing measures will
protect you and your family from true life
horror stories; Broken pipes, holes in venting,
electrolysis, sneaky leaks, and more eeeek!

green solutions!

We Hop o It!

025 377-6600

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

CA Lic
929641
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Mindful Littles’ event and Orinda’s
last Concert in the Park end the
summer season

By Sora O’Doherty

Mindful Littles Carnival

Mindful Littles and Orinda
Parks & Recreation teamed up
on Sept. 21 to celebrate the In-
ternational Day of Peace at a
one-of-a-kind event. The non-
profit organization founded by
Tanuka Gordon seven years
ago held its fifth Annual Peace
& Kindness Carnival at the final

Photo Sora O’Doherty

Orinda Concert in the Park.
Gordon noted that it was much
easier to host the carnival with
the assistance of Orinda Parks
& Rec.

At the event, kids could en-
gage in fun, kindness-themed
activities, like face painting,
games, and service oriented

tasks such as assembling dental
health packs to be distributed
to unhoused people, assisted by
Gordon’s sister, a dentist. Dur-
ing its existence, the nonprofit
organization has seen thou-
sands of students and is ex-
panding to events at work-
places to help adults guide chil-
dren to compassion and empa-
thy. Gordon has given up her
employment to donate her vol-
unteer work to the nonprofit,
which also employs two assis-
tants.

The event and the concert
coincided with the Orinda
Thursday night food trucks,
and Contra Costa County Ani-
mal Services was also on hand
with a kitten adoption event.
The concert was performed by
Patron Latin Rhythms, and
many people enjoyed the per-
fect weather on the evening
sitting on the grassy lawn of the
Orinda Community Park. The
band’s music was also broad-
cast to the Library Plaza, where
tables and benches were avail-
able for people to enjoy their
dinners from the food trucks.

Lafayette teachers

.. continued from Page A2

“Since then, the District re-
ceived more money than we
could have predicted, and now
that the contract is open again,
both sides want to make
meaningful strides on teach-
ers' salaries. Our 12% offer is
reflective of that commitment.”

Stephens called the dis-
trict’s current 12% offer “very
strong” and says it will amount
to “meaningful pay increases
for teachers.”

Teachers say that although
the district’s offer may seem
strong, even the 14% that they
are asking for is a concession

they’re willing to make — when
the cumulative discrepancy in
pay between Lafayette teachers
who prematurely settled for a
2% cost of living wage a few
years ago and their peers, who
were able to factor in the state-
rate of over 6%. “We’ll still be
behind, but this will be a step in
the right direction,” Gingrich
says.

When asked about the
possibility of a strike, Gingrich
and her colleagues remain
hopeful that a win-win solu-
tion can be found. “None of us
want it to come to that,” Gin-
grich says when asked about
the strike. “We love the district,

we love the kids, we just want
a fair, competitive contract.”

Parents like Jeanine Smith,
the mother of a Lafayette ele-
mentary school student and a
Stanley middle school student,
who joined the teacher’s infor-
mational picket line before
school, say they’re on the side
of the teachers.

“I support the teachers
and advocate for them having
higher salaries because they do
such a great job teaching our
students,” Smith says. “I would
like to see all teachers make a
great living no matter where
they live or where they teach.”
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250 NORMANDY LANE, WALNUT CREEK
CALL FOR INFORMATION
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115

DRE# 00947460
CHRISTINE WRIGHT

378 REDFIELD PLACE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,825,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

ACTIVE - WILDER

925.285.5336

DRE# 01896147

JOY WIEHN

89 DAIRY CREEK LANE, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $4,999,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

PENDING
415.377.1884
DRE# 02047712

JILL BALAZS

246 ORCHARD ROAD ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,350,000
SMITH HOMES TEAM | 925.998.1914
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RACHEL DREYER

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

READY TO BUILD

1046 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY RD, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT $5,215,000
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

JUST LISTED
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1460 LIVORNA ROAD, ALAMO
OFFERED AT $1,795,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

8 LUXURY LEASES AVAILABLE

PARKVIEW APARTMENTS, WALNUT CREEK

T1BR AND 2 BR SUITES AVAILABLE
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

PENDING
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0 MARTINO ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $995,000
LAUREN DEAL | 925.876.4671

COLOMBANA
GROUP

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

JUST LISTED

32 CREST ROAD, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT $3,495,000

MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

ACTIVE -

3666 HAPPY VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT $6,750,000

J. DEL SANTO/ L. TICHENOR | 925.285.1093

14 WHITE OAK DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT $2,295,000

KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

1332 MARTINO ROAD, LAFAYETTE

SOLD FOR $1,780,000

LAUREN DEAL | 925.876.4671

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

HAPPY VALLEY

SHELLEY RUHMAN  SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

KAAREN BRICKMAN

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768
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Mark your calendars and join the Community Foundation of
Lafayette on September 30 for its FREE Senior Symposium.

Location: Acalanes High School, Time: 8:30 am - Noon

You will have access to valuable senior health and wellness updates as you stroll the various exhibitor
information booths and hear from a panel of experts. Confirmed speakers include:

www.lamorindaweekly.com Page: Bl

Linda Fodrini-Johnson - Geriartric Care Manager, Eldercare Services
Topic: Feed the Body, Fuel the Mind: How Proper Nutrition and
Positivity Help Prevent Dementia

Chip Conley -
CEO/Founder
Topic: Wisdom @ Work: The Making of a Modern Elder

Former AirBnB Global Strategist and Joie de Vivre Hotels

Robineve Cole - CEO/Founder, Robineve & Co Interiors
Topic: Universal Design: Design Principles For A Home
That Nurture You Through All Life’s Stages

Registration and Sponsor at ¥

Alan Brast, Ph.D., CCHT, CSA, NLP - Comprehensive Wellness

"'" " W “"' Topic: Connecting Mind and Body While Navigating Life’s Changes

COMBUNITY FOUNMDATION

And remarks from Honorable

OF LAFAYETTE

Campolindo student works to protect

seniors
By Diane Claytor

Matthew Sugiyama (left) and his sister, Megan, with their grandmother, Alice Lin Photo provided

When Moraga’s Matthew
Sugiyama learned what hap-
pened to his beloved grand-
mother, he, like everyone else
in his family, was both devas-
tated and very angry. How
could something like this hap-
pen, wondered the 16-year-old
Campolindo junior.

His 80-year-old, widowed
grandmother, Alice Lin, lives
in Southern California and
cares for her son, who is on
disability. She and her late
husband immigrated to Amer-
ica many years ago to raise
their family and work hard so
they could live the American
dream. That dream was
crushed when she was
scammed out of more than
$720,000.

As Sugiyama describes
what happened to his grand-
mother last year, his voice of-
ten cracks and his emotions
are apparent. “She lost almost
her entire life’s savings,” he
sadly says.

She received a message
through an online mobile
messaging app from a man
calling himself “Justin.” An
online relationship slowly de-
veloped, Sugiyama explains.
“He was able to make himself
relatable, make her feel sym-
pathy for him.”

Lin began to trust “Justin,”
who informed her of some
wonderful investments he’d
made, convincing her he could
successfully help her with her
own investments. Lin began to

make financial transactions
through a mobile app for in-
vestments she believed were
legitimate. They weren’t. Over
a period of three weeks, Lin
walked into the local branch
of a large financial institution
seven times and, based on in-
structions from “Justin,” wired
various sums of money until,
ultimately, her scammer had
$720,000 of Lin’s money.

Although it had been
many years since Lin had ever
initiated any wire transfer, no
one at the bank questioned
her about these seven trans-
fers or did anything to make
them slow down or stop.

It wasn’t until Lin, talking
to her oldest daughter, men-
tioned that she was making
these investments, that any-
one had any idea that some-
thing was amiss. The family
contacted the FBI, as well as
local law enforcement. The
money, they confirmed, was
gone.

Sugiyama was angry. He
saw the effects this had on his
grandmother and his entire
family and knew he wanted to
do something. “I don’t want
anyone else to ever have to go
through what my grand-
mother did,” he says.

Sugiyama was already a
young community activist. He
founded a Lamorinda chapter
of Lion’s Heart, where mem-
bers are encouraged to give
back to their communities; he
was a youth ambassador for

Act To Change, a national
nonprofit organization whose
mission is to protect AAPI
(Asian American Pacific Is-
lander) youth from bullying;
and he is currently a chapter
leader and legislative board
member of AAPI Youth Rising,
a student-led organization that
takes small actions to make
positive changes. He was re-
cently selected to serve on the
Moraga Youth Involvement
Committee, which provides
young people with opportuni-
ties for civic involvement.

“It’s vital for youth to
speak up as our society needs
to hear from the next genera-
tion,” Sugiyama believes.
“Empowering young people
gives them self-confidence and
educates them to create a bet-
ter society.”

With this mindset,
Sugiyama took action to do
what he could to help both his
grandmother and other vic-
tims of senior scams, of which
there are many. The FBI re-
ports that last year, about
88,000 people over the age of
60 lost more than $3 billion to
financial elder abuse, with al-
most 5,500 people losing more
than $100,000 each.

The first thing Sugiyama
did was start a petition on
change.org, asking the Califor-
nia Legislature to pass Senate
Bill 278, introduced by Sen.
Bill Dodd.

.. continued on Page B3

http://www.lafayettecf.org E

Patricia Camras - Parenting Coach in Lamorinda

From Chaos to Cooperation,
Coaching Can Help.

Hi! I’'m Patricia Camras

CERTIFIED PARENT COACH
M.A. IN PSYCHOLOGY

My passion is helping parents forge deeper
connections and cooperation with their kids,
without yelling, shaming, or punishing, all in
service of creating a positive family life where
kids thrive and parents enjoy parenting.

[=];

Scan This QR Code to Book
Your FREE Discovery Call

MOVE CDDED NATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVIGES
PAGKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVIGE INCLUDES:

pkacieg tuinitarg, s48ling ep kilchen, oegaraning casals cepboands and drmers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominatzd by SCORE 925.330.1988
for (etsianding helip@carefreemaves net
Woman-Owned Small Business wina carefresmoves. net

Blessing of the Animals

Bring your family pets to be blessed
St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
682 Michael Lane
Lafayette

Sunday, October 8, 2023

10 a.m. for the full service

11:15 a.m. for a blessing

and fellowship

FO0D FUN FRIENDS

SUNDAY OGTOBER 8 - 11:00 AM

BOUNCE HOUSE ¥ ©Ive music ¥ GAMES

BBEL'S TAco TRUEK COURTESY OF THE LOPC FOUNDATION
FACE PAINTING ¥ PUMPKIN DECORATING W CRAFTS & MORE

49 Knox Drive, Lafayette, California

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church
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Crisp apple cider adds flavor boost to pancakes, perfect for fall

By Susie Iventosch

Apple Cider Pancakes

It’s definitely apple season,
and with that comes delicious
apple cider. One of my favorite
childhood memories is my
mom giving us powdered
sugar donuts and fresh local
apple cider for after school
snacks during the fall. She was
that mom who always made
us breakfast ... every single
day, and always had fun and
exciting snacks waiting for us
after our walk home from the
school bus. Those are such
fond memories! To this day,
even though I rarely eat
donuts, if I had to pick one af-
ter school treat, it would be
those powdered sugar donuts
and apple cider.

Apple cider and apple
juice are not the same thing.
In fact, they both start with
apples, but where cider is
generally pure 100% raw, un-
pasteurized and unfiltered
juice, (and therefore more
seasonal), apple juice is mostly
made from a concentrate. The
water content along with the
natural pectin and fibers are
filtered out during the con-
centration process, with the

Photos Susie Iventosch

result being less nutritional
value as well as less flavor.
Then to make juice, the water
is added back to the concen-
trate often along with artificial
flavors and coloring, corn
syrup and preservatives. Nat-
ural unfiltered apple juice is
more or less the same thing as
apple cider, and will have a
more intense apple flavor, like
cider. If you cannot find apple
cider, try to find natural, un-
filtered apple juice and if you
cannot find that, you can use
apple juice, but add some
puréed or finely diced apple to
the pancake batter to give a
flavor boost.

I recently guided a bicycle
tour in Northern Idaho and
one of the inns where we
stayed specializes in apple
cider pancakes. They really
were delicious, and, naturally,
I decided to try them at home.
Instead of the apple glaze they
served, I opted to caramelize
apples in brown sugar, butter
and apple juice, and spoon
that over the top of the pan-
cakes. It was delicious and the
flavor reminded me of a good

tarte tatin —
the quintessen-
tial French
caramelized
apple pie! As
the apples cook
down and
caramelize in
the butter and
brown sugar, it
creates a
syrupy sauce
that can be
drizzled over
the pancakes in
place of syrup.

Apple Cider Pancakes

(Serves 4)
INGREDIENTS

1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

4 tsp. baking powder
2 thsp. light brown sugar

1/4 tsp. salt, or more to taste

1/4 tsp. cinnamon
1/4 tsp. cardamom

1 1/4 cups apple cider (or unfiltered natural apple juice)
3 tablespoons melted butter, or canola oil

1egg
1 tsp. vanilla

1 tsp. cider vinegar
Topping

2 medium apples (I use Honeycrisp), core removed and cut into
small bite-sized chunks. (Keep skins on the apples for color, flavor

and nutritional value.)
4 thsp. brown sugar

2 thsp. butter

1/4+ cup apple cider

DIRECTIONS

In a medium mixing bowl, combine flour, baking powder, salt,
cinnamon and cardamom. Blend well with a whisk or fork. Set aside.

In another smaller bowl, blend apple cider, egg, brown sugar,
melted butter or oil, vanilla and cider vinegar. Whisk until blended. Stir these liquids into the
dries and blend until incorporated. Batter will thicken as it sits. (If you add puréed or finely diced
apple, add it to the liquid ingredients before blending the batter.)

Meanwhile, melt butter for caramelized apples in a large skillet. Add brown sugar and stir
until bubbly. Pour apple chunks into the skillet and cook over low heat for approximate 25
minutes, stirring occasionally, until apples are caramelized. Add % cup apple cider and cook
down until reduced to the thickness of syrup.

Once the caramelized apples are ready, heat oil or butter in batches in another skillet. Cook
pancakes until golden brown. Serve hot with a big spoonful of caramelized apples and the apple
reduction sauce. A dollop of whipped cream or whipped cream yogurt would also be delightful

on top of each pancake.

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found
on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com .
If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by
email or call our office at
(925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Looking Good in Lamorinda
Fun fall fashion trends

By Moya Stone

Gracing the cover of Vogue
magazine this month are the
four super models of the 1990s
- Linda, Cindy, Naomi, and
Christy — wearing the mono-
chromatic trend for fall 2023.
While “Barbie Pink” was the
unofficial color of summer, the
trend this season is Oppen-
heimer head-to-toe neutrals —
beige, grey, and black. I say,
why not add a touch of color to
the neutrals with accessories?
Such as a red scarf, a magenta
handbag, or purple shoes. All
black may be chic, but all black
plus a pink belt is better than
chic!

Other trends for the sea-
son include the loafer shoe,
pleated skirts, narrow scarves,
oversized everything including
shirts, sweaters, and blazers.
(Consider adding a wide belt to
the blazer.)

We might think of fall as
the season of cooler weather,
but often the temps are still
warm if not hot. So how does
one shift into fall attire and
stay cool? I do it with cotton
fabrics and color. Lightweight
cotton dresses, skirts and tops
in autumnal shades such as

green, brown, burgundy, and
dark blue are perfect for fall,
but are comfortable in the
heat.

Speaking of cotton, the
Cotton Patch in Lafayette was
recently featured in Quiltfolk,
a quarterly magazine about all
things related to quilting. The
latest issue highlights quilt
artists and businesses from all
around the Bay Area. The Cot-
ton Patch, which opened in
Lafayette in 1978, is family run
and the go-to shop is not just
for local quilt artists, but also
for seamstresses looking for
novelty cotton prints, which
make for unique sartorial cre-
ations.

It was a loss to the com-
munity when SewNow Fashion
Studio in Lafayette closed, but
luckily there’s a new sewing
studio in Walnut Creek. Studio
Dawnatella located at 546
Ygnacio Valley Road just
opened in July and offers an
array of sewing and jewelry
making classes for kids and
adults. Proprietor Dawn King
says that the class schedule in-
cludes Basic Machine Sewing,
where students learn how to

use a sewing machine, as well
as a hand sewing class “for the
little ones who can’t use the
machine yet.” In other more
advanced classes students can
make pajama pants, circle
skirt, or a fairy (tulle) skirt,
which King points out is “a fun
Halloween costume, or fun
anytime.” As for jewelry, sign
up with a friend for the Silver
Spooky Halloween Pendant
class or the Silver Stack Ring
class. Also, think ahead to the
holidays and take one of the
gift making classes.

King is also offering Per-
manent Jewelry. A popular
trend in recent years, Perma-
nent Jewelry is a piece of jew-
elry, usually a bracelet or
necklace, with no clasp. “It’s
soldered on by means of a very
precise welder,” explains King.
And therefore permanent (but
it can be easily removed with a
pair of kitchen shears). “People
many times choose to get one
with a partner or child as a
symbolic piece of jewelry,”
says King. Find out more about
Permanent Jewelry and all the
classes at Studio Dawnatella on
the website: studiodaw-

DIANA
VREELAND

Photos provided
“D.V.” by Diana Vreeland

natella.com.

My favorite reads are
fashion memoirs because each
one is a unique peek into the
inner workings of the fashion
industry. I recently reread
“D.V.” by Diana Vreeland
(Knopf Inc.), fashion editor at
Harper’s Bazaar magazine in
the 1930s, then editor-in-chief
of Vogue magazine until she
was unceremoniously let go in
1971. Undeterred, the flam-
boyant Vreeland soon moved
on to become consultant to the
Costume Institute of the Met-

Make a set of three Stacker
Rings at Studio Dawnatella.

ropolitan Museum of Art.
Vreeland’s memoir was first
published in 1984 and is akin
to an evening of theater. Her
writing style is informal and
chatty, as if she’s sitting in
front of you sipping cham-
pagne while sharing her ex-
traordinary life. The travel, the
people, the parties, the fashion
are all presented in vivid de-
tail, and embellishment. She
spills the tea about the fash-
ionables of the day — Chanel,
Balenciaga, Wallis Simpson
and the Prince of Wales among
many others. It’s an entertain-
ing, informative, and some-
times shocking read, but also
an important contribution to
fashion history.

Embrace the colors of au-
tumn and go forth in style.

Moya Stone is a fashion
writer and blogger at
www.overdressedforlife.com.

Author event to focus on helping students find ‘true north’

The Campolindo Diversity, Eq-
uity, Inclusion and Belonging
(DEIB) committee will be host-
ing an author event with Tim
Klein - an award-winning ur-
ban educator, clinical thera-
pist, and school counselor on
Oct. 11. Klein, together with
Belle Liang — a professor of
Counseling Psychology in the
Lynch School of Education and
Human Development at Boston
College — developed True
North, a curriculum and web-
based application for creating
purpose profiles to be used in
schools and universities.

Klein and Liang are the
authors of “How to Navigate
Life: The New Science of Find-
ing Your Way in School, Career,
and Beyond,” which offers a
framework and set of ques-
tions to find kids’ “true north”
—what really turns them on in
life, and how to harness the

core qualities that reveal this,
allowing them to choose a
course of study, a college, and
a career.

"Many of our families are
focused on getting into the
most competitive colleges and
universities. While this is not
a negative pursuit, I think stu-
dents could use guidance on
the deeper work of thinking
about finding their purpose in
life," Campolindo Principal
Pete Alvarez said. "My hope is
that students are signing up
for classes and activities that
they find interesting, that
bring them joy, which person-
ally resonate, and that foster
growth. But this is not always
the case and often leads to stu-
dents just 'doing school' and
not discovering the joy of be-

ing a learner."

Dr. Paul Espinas has seen
an increase in anxiety and de-

pression and other mental
health issues for teens. "I
would hope that students en-
gage in work and activities
that fit their values and pur-
pose," he said. "Also, there are
many different pathways to
having a fulfilling, successful
life."

Alvarez says some families
and students are experiencing
greater pressure to get into
and afford college. "The most
competitive schools market
their low acceptance rates and
increases the performance
anxiety for students. Having a
myopic view that college is the
only pathway to success leaves
many students blind to the
multitude of possibilities in
life. For students who do
chose different pathways in
life, this can lead to a feeling of
marginalization and failure,
which couldn't be further
from the truth."

DEIB Co-Chair
Anne Murrin hopes
this event teaches
students that "they
matter for who they
are, and not what for
they do, get to know
themselves/their val-
ues and make per-
sonally relevant
decisions."

The event will be
held at the Cam-
polindo Performing
Arts Center at 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, Oct. 11
and is open to the
public. Doors open at
6:30 p.m.

H

—J. Wake
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Campo’s CPAC launches new fundraising campaign, plans benefit concert

The Campolindo Performing Arts Center at Cam-
polindo High School has launched a fundraising
campaign to purchase and install state of the art
technology and equipment, as well as upgrade the
technological infrastructure of the CPAC. Since its
opening in 2003, the CPAC has been a gathering
place, a performance space, and a literal training

ground for thousands of performing arts students.

“Amplify the Arts” chair Heather Davis explains
the campaign is a partnership between Campolindo
High School, Acalanes Union High School District
(AUHSD), Moraga Education Foundation (MEF), Cam-
polindo Choir Fund (CCF), Campolindo Instrumental
Music Boosters, parents, and the community. Accord-
ing to the “Amplify the Arts” website, “Significant ad-
vancements in technology over the last 20 years have
made existing equipment woefully outdated and, in
some cases, inoperable. The installation of projected
updates to audio, communications and lighting sys-
tems will enhance the experience for performers and
audience members alike. The CPAC, which impacts
the arts education of hundreds of students each year,
also provides a vibrant arts environment for the
benefit of the greater community.”

“The first phase focused on the audio portion of

the project and installation was completed in Sep-
tember,” Davis said. “Equipment and upgrades in-
cluded sound mixing equipment, surround sound,
speakers, microphone banks and more. The project
also includes a lighting phase which is in process and
will be purchased and installed as soon as funds are
available.” To date, the campaign has raised over
$125,000, Davis noted.

“Amplify the Arts” will host a benefit concert at
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 14 and at 2:30 p.m. Sunday,
Oct. 15 which will feature performances from
Campo's performing arts alumni - Maddie Browning
(2015), Nate Correll (2017) and Arriana Glenn (2019) -
now seen professionally on stage, in the pit, and on
screen. —J. Wake

For information, visit www.amplifytheartscpac.org/

Local students facilitate STEM summer program at Concord elementary school

Submitted by Cathy Chang

-
T

Photo provided
Mason Friedrich, a ninth-grader at Campo, tests
students’ barge made with aluminum foil sheet
during STEM challenge.

Oliver DeyToth and Brian Harrison who have learned
coding for years and competed in various robotics
and computer science competitions came up with the
idea of volunteering with their coding skills before
they graduated from Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School ("JM") in Spring 2023. The offer of their time
and coding skills resulted in the creation of the new
summer service project called “Meadow-Moraga
Coding Community.” Thirteen students from JM,
Campolindo High School and Miramonte High School
were recruited to participate in the Coding Commu-
nity. They went through training on coding and

STEM tournament curriculum development before
teaching at Meadow Homes Elementary School in
Concord.

Meadow Homes has over 737 students and more
than 97% of the students rely on the government
meal program year-round, including school breaks,
as most families live under the poverty line. The
school does not have resources to offer computer
classes historically. The Coding Community's youth
instructors were mentored and supported by six par-
ent volunteers from Moraga. Teaching plans were
reviewed with mentors before the summer program
started and daily review was required after each
class. The trained youth instructors taught six coding
sessions and facilitated daily STEM challenges every
afternoon during the month of June at the Title 1 ele-
mentary school. Guy Sandler, a current ninth-grader
at Campo, rehearsed his approved teaching plan by
teaching his younger sister in elementary school at
home prior to his teaching week.

Meadow-Moraga Coding Community's youth in-
structors taught over 120 students from TK thru
fourth grades during the elementary school's 4-week
summer program. Sydney Paige Foundation in Wal-
nut Creek generously donated over 80 prizes for the
Coding Community's STEM tournaments.

“Seeing kids interested in coding and trying their
best really makes our work meaningful,” said Eric
Mu, a current ninth-grader at Campo who taught in
Meadow Home's TK/K class. Ms. Emily, a Meadow
Homes staff member who supervised the second- and
third-grade class asked Mislav Benko, another ninth-
grade youth instructor from Campo, if she could also
sit with the class and learn after she observed the
impressive progress the class has made within just
two days of learning.

“Watching how much progress Meadow Homes
students made every week and seeing how they be-
came confident and believed in what they could do
were amazing feelings,” Brian Harrison said.

Talia Walsh and Sara Harrison, current seventh-
grade students at JM who taught TK/K and
first/second-grade classes found the project most im-
pactful as they helped Meadow Homes students learn
new skills that were not available to them in the
past. Jayin Joshi, a current ninth-grader at Campo,
who taught in the second/third-grade classroom with
Oliver DeyToth, enjoyed teaching Meadow Homes
students that they could apply in the future.

Matija Benko and Emma Wang, current 10th-
grade students at Campo and Miramonte, bonded
with the students quickly as the students looked up to
them. Students high-fived with the youth instructors
in hallways and constantly asked when they would
return to teach again. The experience of teaching at
Meadow Homes also inspired a new level of appreci-
ation for teachers and staff. "It took a lot to prepare
and teach. I have so much more appreciation and
empathy for teachers after working in the class-
rooms,” said Leo Rudiger-Real, a current seventh-
grader at JM who volunteered in TK/K and
first/second-grade classes. Stephanie Lee, a Campo
ninth-grader who taught the fourth-grade class, ap-
preciated her teaching assistant's support. Assistant
Principal Estrada-Dennis set the example of learning
and knowing every student by their first name and
helping everyone with a smile and calm voice.

In addition to the in-kind donations from Sydney
Paige Foundation, Meadow-Moraga Coding Commu-
nity also received a generous grant from Foundation
Source. Instead of getting team T-shirts, the youth
instructors voted to use 100% of the grant toward
Meadow Homes students' learning. The Coding Com-
munity purchased 800 computer mice and 800 head-
sets for the school as they realized that the school
had no resource to provide students computer mice
and headsets. The Coding Community spent the re-
maining balance on Scholastic gift cards for Meadow
Homes school library to purchase STEM and coding
books.

Eagle Scout project for
retired US flags

Submitted by Steven Bartis

Photo provided

Many Americans proudly fly a United States flag at
their homes or businesses, but what do you do with it
when it’s tattered and torn? It’s considered disrespect-
ful to throw a flag in the trash like any other item.

Just as there is etiquette for displaying Old Glory,
there is also etiquette for disposing flags in a dignified
manner. In 1923 when the National Flag Conference
met in Washington D.C,, its members created the Flag
Code which states that “the flag represents a living
country and is itself considered a living thing.” Fur-
thermore, “the approved method of disposing of un-
serviceable flags has long been that they be destroyed
by burning.” This service is specifically performed by
various organizations such as American Legions, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, and the Boy Scouts of America.

2023 Campolindo High School graduate and Eagle
Scout Griffin Bartis completed his Eagle service project
in December, 2022 — a permanent retired U.S. flag
repository, located at the Russell ]. Bruzzone memorial
hut (the red hut) located at 1279 Moraga Way.

In Lamorinda, you may deposit your unservice-
able United States Flag (no other types of flags please)
into Bartis’s U.S. flag drop box and rest assured that it
will be respectfully retired by the Boy Scouts of Mor-
aga Troop 212 in a dignified service.

Community Service: we are pleased to

make space available whenever possible for some of Lam-
orinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Sub-
missions may be sent to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Campolindo student
works to protect
seniors

Photo provided

... continued from Page B1

The bill, currently going through the legislative
process, will strengthen elder financial abuse pro-
tections by holding financial institutions and banks
more liable for suspicious transactions elders make.
As Sugiyama writes, “My grandma’s life has been
forever shattered because of a scammer and a bank
that didn’t protect her.”

Sen. Dodd writes, “Banks must do a better job
protecting the most vulnerable Californians. This
bill clarifies that if these institutions assist in finan-
cial elder abuse, either knowingly or otherwise, they
can be held responsible.”

Sugiyama next created a website, protectin-
gourseniors.org, which provides information to
spread awareness of elder fraud, “because it’s so
prevalent,” he says. The site offers resources for se-
niors on how to avoid being scammed and who to
contact if they have been scammed.

To continue spreading the word and raising
awareness, Sugiyama wrote and submitted an opin-
ion piece to the San Francisco Chronicle, which ran
on the newspaper’s website earlier this month. He is
also reaching out to the local community, speaking at
senior residences and organizations with the goal of
educating them about the scams that are out there.
He recently made his first presentation to residents
at Moraga Royale.

Fortunately, Lin is doing better, Sugiyama grate-
fully reports. “After realizing she had been scammed,
she was depressed, angry, embarrassed. She even
considered ending her life,” he confesses. Sugiyama
and his family are confident that his grandmother is
now feeling better and he sincerely hopes that his
positive efforts support his grandmother and also
make a difference in the lives of other seniors.

I M\ETHO r';'j/v'
Kenneth M.S. Tom

March 24, 1933 — Aug. 28, 2023

enneth M.S. Tom

departed this life
on the evening of Aug.
28,2023.

Ken was born
on March 24, 1933,
in Wailuku, Maui,
Hawaii. He graduated
from Baldwin High
School and attended
the University of
Wisconsin in Madison.
Shortly thereafter, he enlisted in the United States Air
Force where he attained the rank of Staff Sergeant
and, among other things, worked in the up-and-
coming computer field. After leaving the Air Force,
he continued his education and earned a bachelor’s
degree from the California State University at Long
Beach, and a master’s and doctorate degree from
UCLA. He worked at UCLA and later, Cal State Long
Beach where he ran the school’s data processing
center. After moving to Moraga, Ken founded TTK
Associates, a communications and computer company
in business for 30 years.

His leadership and tireless energy manifested
itself in his volunteer work with the Moraga Chamber
of Commerce. He also volunteered with the local Red
Cross, the Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) and was a member of Moraga Kiwanis. In
2008 Ken was recognized as Moraga’s Citizen of the
Year.

Ken’s love of life was infectious. He savored
good food and drink, especially from his beloved
Hawaiian Islands. He will be missed by all whose
lives were touched by his warmth, humor, and
heartwarming smile. He will be especially missed by
his family in whom he instilled a deep reverence for
relationships and hard work.

Ken is survived by his wife Mary, three
children - Lani, Karen, Brian - and their spouses,
seven grandchildren (four spouses), and one great
grandchild with another on the way.

Share Your Celebrations and

Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a
special event or achievement, such as a wedding, en-
gagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident,
or about a special person from Lamorinda who has
passed, send a photo along with your text (up to 200
words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include
“Celebrations or Remembrances” in the subject line.



Page: B4

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, September 27, 2023

‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

The Lafayette Public Art Com-
mittee is excited to present "The
Morning Bell Project," an exhibi-
tion, featuring a community quilt
and moving drawings by children,
that raises awareness around
keeping schools safe from gun vio-
lence. The show is on view now
until Jan. 9 at the Library Public
Art Gallery located in the Don
Tatzin Community Hall, adjacent to
the Lafayette Library and Learning
Center (3491 Mt Diablo Blvd). The
venue is only open during public
events at the Community Hall. A
reception will be held on Oct. 10
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. The event is
free and open to the public. Fami-
lies and children are welcome.

Lamorinda Weekly photogra-
pher Jeff Heyman’s series of pho-
tographs of oak trees, “Oak Scars
No. 3,” was selected to hang in The
de Young Open 2023, an exhibit
showcasing Bay Area artists at the
de Young Museum in San Fran-
cisco. The exhibit runs from Sept.
30 to Jan. 7, 2024. There is a free
public opening on Saturday, Sept.
30. www.famsf.org/exhibitions/
de-young-open-2023.

The Lafayette Public Art Commit-
tee announces the opening of
“Whispers and Echoes,” an exhibit
of black and white photography by
Lafayette artist Ozgur Aydogdu. The
exhibit is on view now at the Town
Hall Theatre, 3535 School St., dur-
ing theatre hours. Join us for an
opening reception on Oct. 1 from
3:30 to 5 p.m. Meet the artist and
enjoy refreshments provided by
the Public Art Committee. The
event is free and open to the public.

The Orinda Library Gallery pre-
sents “Glover Group and Friends,”
Oct. 1 through Nov. 3. Seventeen
local plein air artists will display
paintings done on location in the
Bay Area and beyond. Gallery
Hours: Monday - Thursday 10 a.m.
to 8 p.m., Friday - Saturday 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m., closed Sundays.

Eight of the East Bay’s favorite art
galleries offer a tour between Oct.
6 and 15, the public is encouraged
to visit any of the eight participat-
ing galleries (listed below) to collect
their free Art Passport, which gets
stamped each time a gallery is vis-
ited during the event, for a chance
to win a gift certificate to be used
at any participating gallery. aRt
Cottage, Concord; Blackhawk
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Music

Ensemble Mirable performs the
first concert set of San Francisco
Early Music Society’s exciting
2023-24 season from Sept. 29 to
Oct. 1, in a concert that unearths
and brings to light lesser-known
early music gems. “Beyond Bach
and Handel” showcases buried
treasure in that it highlights less
familiar Baroque composers such
as Salamone Rossi, Dietrich Becker,
Biagio Marini, and Jean Zewalt
Triemer, who rub shoulders in this
concert set with their more famous
colleagues such as Bach, VIvaldi,
and Handel. Friday, Sept. 29, 7:30
p-m., in Palo Alto; Saturday, Sept.
30, 7:30 p.m., in Berkeley; Sunday,
Oct. 1, 4 p.m., in San Francisco.
Tickets between $30 and $40 per
ticket; attendees are encouraged to
pay more if they are able to.
https://www.sfems.org

Local breast cancer research and
prevention nonprofit NotesdHope
presents its annual benefit concert
on Friday, Oct. 6. Headliner is
Michael Franti with special guest,
Bay Area favorite, LUCE. VIP
Doors: 4:30 p.m., VIP Experience: 5
p-m., GA Doors: 6 p.m., Show: 7
p-m., The Bruns, Home of Cal
Shakes, 100 California Shakespeare
Theater Way, Orinda. All ages, no
outside food or drink. Tickets &
more info: notes4hope.org/franti

Town Hall Theatre Company:
“The Turn of the Screw,” adapted
by Jeffrey Hatcher, story by Henry

James. Sept. 28 and 29 (Previews),
Sept. 30-Oct. 21. Town Hall Theatre,
3535 School Street, Lafayette. Tick-
ets: $20-45, Pay-What-You-Can tick-
ets will be available at all perfor-
mances at the door.
www.townhalltheatre.com/
turnofscrew

Improv comedy company Syn-
ergy Theater is invading the Lesher
Center for the Arts, at 1601 Civic
Drive, Walnut Creek, with its mad-
cap improvised horror spoof, “Z is
for...Zombie: An Improvised Zom-
bie Apocalypse!” Oct. 19 - 29,
Thursdays - Saturdays at 8:15 p.m.
and Sundays at 3:15 p.m. The
Lesher Center for the Arts, George
& Sonja Vukasin Theatre 1601 Civic
Drive, Walnut Creek, tickets: $25
buy online at www.lesherartscen-
ter.org or by phone at (925)
943-7469.

Other

The Moraga Community Service
Day will be held Oct. 6-8, with the
goal of bringing the townsfolk to-
gether to assist those in need, and
help beautify our schools and
town. Sponsored and led by a
Steering Committee of Moraga
Community groups. Moraga fami-
lies and individuals are encour-
aged to sign up and volunteer 1-3
hours to help. To view all the pro-
jects and sign up for your favorite
one or two, Visit
http://moragaserviceday.org/

Lafayette Juniors Rummage Sale
will return on Oct. 7. Lafayette Ju-
niors and local community mem-
bers donate their gently used items
for the Rummage Sale. Shoppers
find everything from gently used
clothing, designer clothing, furni-
ture, household items, toys, elec-
tronics, and sporting goods at truly
unbeatable prices. Early Bird en-
trance will begin at 7 a.m. and

general sale hours will be 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. All proceeds go to our bene-
ficiaries. Lafayette-Orinda Preshy-
terian Church - 49 Knox Dr,
Lafayette, www.LafayetteJu-
niors.org.

Lafayette Sustainable Sunday
2023. Oct. 1, 3-6 p.m. Community
Center at Jennifer Russel Building,
500 St. Mary’s Rd., Lafayette.
Amazing local speakers who will
share their experiences in green
building concepts for your home,
how to add permaculture to our
gardens, and how to live a more
sustainable life. Tickets at
www.sustainablelafayette.org

Lafayette Community DEIB We-
binar Oct. 12, 7 to 8 p.m. “Educa-
tion about LGBTQI+ - Beyond the
Binary.” Hosted by the Rainbow
Community Center in Concord.
During the webinar, participants
will learn the foundational con-
cepts of Sexual Orientation, Gen-
der Identity, and Expression, iden-
tify current outcomes of rigid gen-
der norms in our communities,
and devise ways we can begin to
break through dominant narra-
tives around the gender binary.
There will be a facilitator and a
moderator provided by RCC as well
as a Lafayette DEIB committee
moderator for the session. To reg-
ister and post questions for the
webinar, go to
https://tinyurl.com/lafayettedeib

Wine and Tapas Speaker Series
Presents: Sacred, Secular, and the
Shifting Boundaries of American
Religion - Featuring: Professor of
Religion and Society, Jerome
Baggett. Sunday, Oct. 1, 4:30 to 6
p-m. Main Hall at Creekside Com-
mons; 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette,
Entry B. Bring a bottle of wine
and/or a small plate to share. Reg-
ister to attend at creekside
commons.org/upcomingevents

Reverend Matt Warren will be
blessing the animals at St. Stephens
Episcopal Church on Oct. 8 in the
memorial garden, 66 St Stephens
Drive, Orinda. The service at 4 p.m.
is in honor of St Francis day to
honor the patron saint of animals,
creation, and the environment.
Everyone is invited to attend with
their furry, scaley, or feathered
pets. Refreshments will be served
for people and pets.

This fall, join us in person for one
of our most-loved community
events of the year: Empty Bowls!
Families, local business leaders,
and long-time Food Bank support-
ers come together to share a meal
and fill the bowls of our commu-
nity. $25 per ticket or $60 for 4-
pack, simple meal served and a
handcrafted bowl included. Oct. 14,
Time: 4 -6 p.m.
www.foodbankccs.org/events-
promotions/empty-bowls/

American Association of Univer-
sity Women (AAUW) Orinda Mor-
aga Lafayette Branch will meet on
Tuesday, Oct. 17 at 9:30 a.m. at the
Orinda Community Church, 10 Ir-
win Way, Orinda. All are invited to
a discussion on “Book Banning and
Curricula Censorship in Califor-
nia?”

The Walnut Creek Garden Club
will hold its free monthly meeting
on Monday, Oct. 9, at the Elks
Lodge, 1475 Creekside Drive Wal-
nut Creek. Join us for a special
program Bonsai View for Begin-
ners. Registration begins at 9:30
a.m., followed by a hrief meeting,
social time and an educational
program, Complimentary tea and
coffee are available.
www.WalnutCreekGardenClub.com
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10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Jjourney, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Sunday 10am in person worship
We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.

Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms everyone
on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

mvpce
JOIN US

SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM
OR ONLINE AT MVPCTODAY.ORG

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
In-Person & Virtual service Sun. at 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us
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Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/
WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

Awelcoming and loving

Sundays 10:00 a.m.

In person & Livestream

community of faith 3
that learns, grows, and serves *#

TOGETHER,

49 Knoo Dirve # Lafanette, CA

LOPC.ORG
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Lamorinda girls water polo teams showing early success

By Jon Kingdon

Photo Ann Murphy

Miramonte shooter Tali Stryker. Campolindo goalie
Sydney Kring. #11 London Menard

Lamorinda girls water polo has established itself as an
area of top talent with winning records so far.
Miramonte

Coming into the season with three consecutive un-
defeated seasons, two NCS and CIF NorCal champi-
onships and an 11-0 COVID shortened year in 2020, Mira-
monte has won their first eight games this season, ex-
tending their undefeated streak to 75 games. Or to put it
another way, it’s been 1,046 days since they’ve last lost a
game.

Head coach John Roemer does not rule out the possi-
bility of another undefeated season, but with the gradua-
tion of nine players that are now playing college water
polo, with eight new players on the varsity roster, he sees
another undefeated season as not such a sure thing.

Roemer has his players keeping the streak in per-
spective. “I told them, ‘If we lose a game, don’t get dis-
couraged because going undefeated the last three years is
an anomaly. If we lose a game, it’s not the end of the
world and in a way, it might be better for us in that we
can just move on and learn from it.’ It’s really good for
water polo in our area that winning does not come auto-
matically. It’s possible but not likely that we will go un-
defeated this season. The key is to keep getting better
with so many new starters and bringing them up to
speed and be the best that we can be by the end of the
year.”

Roemer continues to run a triangle offense despite
so many changes in personnel. “We're really struggling
with getting our players on the same page,” Roemer said.
“We have a lot of physical talent and speed, but the
younger players just don’t have that water polo IQ yet.
We’re going to try and run a high tempo offense again
this year, but it’s going to be more difficult because we
don’t have the depth that we had before.”

Key to the chemistry of the team has been the work
of the team’s three senior captains, Rosalie Hassett, Tali
Stryker, and Mira Halder. “They’re doing very well taking
on that responsibility,” Roemer said.

There is a solid core of six starters for the team’s of-
fense, Stryker (10 goals), Bea Hearey (22 goals, 7 assists),
Hassett (15 goals, 9 assists), Ally Larsen (6 goals) and Alli-
son Sagara (7 goals, 10 assists).

Stryker has proven to be the key player on both of-
fense and defense, despite coming off an off-season
surgery. Tali is playing primarily with her right hand as
she is still rehabbing her left wrist,” Roemer said “She
does so much for our team because she is so fast and so
smart. She makes everybody else better. She sets up our
offense with her ability to think a step ahead and makes
good decisions getting the ball in the right place.”

Of the 98 goals the Matadors have scored, 46 have
come off of assists. “That’s a good percentage but I would
like to see almost even and that’s our goal and I believe
that percentage will improve as the year goes on with our
players playing for each other,” Roemer said. “They will
pass up a good shot to pass to their teammates for a bet-
ter shot.”

In their eight victories, Miramonte has had 64 steals.

“We have a pressing defense where we are way up in the
lane where our opponents may then drive to the goal,”
Roemer said, “We have to trust someone down the line to
pick them up and rotate off, getting into the passing lanes
and doing our best not to foul the ball.”

Hassett is leading the team with 16 steals followed by
Stryker (10), Audrina Kang (9), Marta Maninetti (7), and

" Hearey (6). “As our center defender, Tali allows us to

press as she can front the center and is smart enough to
know when to get behind,” Roemer said. “She will call out
our defense depending on who is where to take out their
best players on their offense.”

Junior Eliana Bottene, in her first year as the starting
goalie, has only given up 23 goals with 51 saves. “Eliana
played club this off season and has really improved from
last year,” Roemer said. “She is doing a great job in
blocking at five meters. She has gotten quicker and plays
big and her mental attitude is much more serious.”

Roemer’s ultimate goal for his players this season? “I
want them to understand what we do in various situa-
tions without me telling them. I want their IQs to go up
and be able to improve physically, mentally, and ulti-
mately to be able to go on and play in college.”

Acalanes

After making it to the second round of the CIF cham-
pionship last year, Acalanes has not missed a beat start-
ing off this year winning 12 of their first 14 games. The
Dons have a strong veteran core with seven seniors and
three juniors, and youth with one sophomore and two
freshmen on the roster.

Once again, the offense is being led by first team all-
league players, sophomore Ella Del Rosario (44 goals, 12
assists, 20 steals) and senior Brooklyn Plomp (17 goals, 7
assists and 7 steals).

“Ella is just an awesome, dynamic talent that gets
everything out of every square inch of her frame,” head
coach Misha Buchel said. "Her counterattack and antici-
pation set her up for getting out on the breaks. In half-
court, she can shoot from the outside. She’s great inside
posting up so we run a lot of things through her. Brook-
lyn is primarily an attacker but does a little bit of every-
thing. We use her as kind of a facilitator at the top of our
offense and she often leads our counterattack because of
her court vision and passing ability. Together, she and
Ella have drawn 26 ejections against their opponents.”

There is very good depth on the offense with sopho-
more Addison Dankworth (10 goals), SR-Liv Hoppe (7
goals), SR-Sophie Hendrickson (3 goals, 9 assists), JR -
Levand Koopah (9 goals, 5 assists) and freshman Finley
Graff (10 goals, 1 assist). (Statistics not included in last
two games.)

“Addison has shown a lot of improvement from her
freshman year,” Buchel said. “She’s just a sniper from the
perimeter with good height mechanics and long arms
with an incredible whip on her shots. Liz was on a team
at the Junior Olympics this summer where she was
everywhere defensively. Sophie was also at the Junior
Olympics and as a left-hander for us, she has become a
primary distributor from the right side of the pool. We
really feel her presence in the pool though she is cur-
rently out with a broken finger but should be back soon.
Levand is a utility player that is more of an attacker and
Finley is a big strong kid that is going through the transi-
tion of playing 14 and under club to playing against high
school seniors. She is not bashful about mixing it up and
she has the size and strength to be successful at this
level.”

The defense is led by the last in a long line of Hef-
felfinger’s, Wendy Heffelfinger. “Wendy’s primary posi-
tion is center defender and matches up against our oppo-
nent’s best center player,” Buchel said. “On offense she is
usually at the top and almost all of her goals are from the
perimeter. Finley also has the size and strength to play in
the center position. Brooklyn is also a very good defender
that matches up against our opponent’s top non-center
player. Senior Kyra Weiss has really shined and made
some really important defensive plays. She is a battler
that gets into good position which gives our goalie a

chance to make the save.”

Replacing last year’s league’s outstanding goalie Au-
drey Cox (Indiana University) is freshman Adelyn Hor-
ciza. “Adelyn just jumped into the position and we’re over
the moon with her performances so far,” Buchel said.
“She is just finding her voice but her shot blocking and
passing is really advanced for her age. She is a big pres-
ence and very agile in the net. She has remarkable arm
strength, and she can cover the whole pool putting right
into their hands and it a real weapon when you don’t
have to go station to station when we counterattack.”

There is a triumvirate of senior leaders on the team
with Heffelfinger, Plomp and Hendrickson. “They are
great leaders, but all of our seniors have taken on various
responsibilities of demonstrating to our underclassmen
what it means to play here,” Buchel said. “We try and
give them all the opportunity to try and take some ele-
ments of leadership because it’s good for them later in
their lives as well as to keep that balance and have some-
one at various times to be a voice for everyone.”
Campolindo

With only three seniors and four juniors along with
seven sophomores and one freshman, there is a lot of
youth on the Campolindo team. “It’s really nice that they
all really get along and that there’s no drama,” said Kim
Everest, Campolindo’s head coach. “Everybody's really
happy to be here. The underclassmen are super close,
and they connect really well with the juniors and seniors
who have really embraced all of them. That part’s been
great and when it really translates to the pool, it'll be
even better.”

The connection between the players seems to have
already begun with the team starting the season by win-
ning six of their first eight games, with their only losses
coming against Miramonte.

The offense is led by seniors Ana Pieper (23 goals, 5
assists), London Menard (11 goals, 1 assist), juniors Nikki
Frazier (15 goals, 3 assists), Sammy Frazier (11 goals, 7
assists), and freshman Lily Holloway (9 goals, 3 assists).

“Ana is an attacker and she's been a big scorer for us
her whole career,” Everist said. “She is quick, super-fast, a
really good outside shooter and will be playing for UCLA
next year. Sammy is a quick attacker and a strong outside
shooter who gets down the pool very quickly and is a su-
per smart player. Freshman Lily Holloway is an attacker
and has been starting and is definitely up and coming.
She is lights out fast and quick, which can allow Ana to
conserve some energy for other areas of the game. She
also has a good outside shot. When she gets more aggres-
sive, she’s going to be great. Nikki Frazier is an attacker
who is quick and very smart. Eva Anderson (3 goals) is a
left-handed attacker who is on varsity for the first time
and is going to have a big impact on the team this year.
They all have great futures ahead of them."

On defense London Menard is the team’s starting
center and senior captain and is backed up by Ainsley
Hogan (4 goals) who is also a quick defender, along with
two younger players that will post up quite a bit this year.
"Ainsley is a phenomenal defensive player and is really
aware of the ball.”

After splitting time in the goal last season and still
being named second team all-league, sophomore Sydney
Kring is established as the team’s starter and is ably
backed up by Addie Wen. “I'm super stoked about Syd-
ney,” Everist said. “She had a big year as a freshman and
though she did not play this summer due to an injury,
she’s completely recovered, and teams are having a hard
time scoring against her. She is an incredible passer and
has a goal, airmailing the ball into the corner of the net.”

Everist is not reluctant to share the optimism she has
for the season: “I'm really excited about the team. We just
need a little bit of time to come together as a group. Other
teams are already in their systems and we're still sorting
through things and trying to figure out our lineups and
how we fit. The more we play, we’ll start getting really
dialed in on the details. Once this team comes together in
the pool as they have on the deck, they're going to make
some really, big things happen this season.”

Lamorinda boys’ water polo - showing talent and potential

By Jon Kingdon

The Lamorinda boys’ water polo teams have shown both
success and potential. Miramonte and Campolindo have
had a number of victories and Acalanes is taking the
long-term perspective, anticipating similar success by the
end of the season.
Miramonte

Coming into the season, Miramonte head coaches
John Nash and Lincoln Haley wanted to learn early
where their team stood and made it a point to compete in
the South Coast Tournament in San Juan Capistrano
against the best 32 teams in the state. “It allowed us to
challenge ourselves and create the best competition in a
good early test,” Nash said.

The Matadors returned with a two and two record,
with both losses by only one goal and have an overall

record of 6-3 at this point.

“We have a mature group with 12 seniors that is re-
ally competitive and resilient and most of them are play-
ing big minutes,” Nash said. “They’ve all done a nice job
of leading by example. We want to stay off the roller
coaster emotionally and just keep an even keel. We did
that after trailing De La Salle by three goals and came
back to win 13-11. This is a really fun team to coach.”

Miramonte lost the league’s outstanding goalie Har-
rison LaBrosse and league MVP Charlie Engs, both of
whom are now playing for Santa Clara, along with three
out all-league players to graduation and Nash has not
looked back. “We got an influx of young guys who have
really developed last year as freshmen and a good group
that's returned for this year, like first team all team play-

ers Henry Engs, Grant Kurtz, and Oliver Sherwood and
second teamer Griff Tunney, a left-handed attacker. We
have a very balanced team in that we’re getting goals
from everyone. Oliver Sherwood and Grant Kurtz have
been scoring a lot at the attacking positions and Tristan
Tucker has been scoring as well at center.”

Sophomores Brock Bliss, Jackson Cherry and Tristan
Tucker all saw significant playing time last year and have
stepped up their games so far this year. “Brock on offense
and Jackson on defense played off the bench last year
and are playing a lot and doing a great job. Tristan is now
our starting center and he's taken a really big jump after
playing on a national team trip this summer and it’s re-
ally propelled him forward. ... continued on Page C2
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Structural Repairs

Since 1989

Alameda Engineering Custom Quality Fencing
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS ’
RETAINING WALLS i res %Iﬁms
FOUNDATIONS ..l |925-938-9836
UNDERPINNING » Good Neighbor Fence
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS * Deer Fencing

» Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors
» Retaining Walls

510-537-6550
General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

* Insurance/Storm Repairs
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Many years experience. Attention i
to detail and proper prep work.
Other skills include wood window
restoration and deck refinishing.
Several references available.
Long-time resident of Lafayette.

Gil Woltjer, 925-788-1005.

| House Cleaning |

« 4 W/D Tractors P
« Hillside Weed Cutting ]
« Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

co

Ken’s Rototilling

WE HOP TO IT!
(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair - Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

$21 per 1/2" classified ad height.
Email to:

classified@
lamorindaweekly.com
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Lamorinda boys’ water polo - showing talent and potential
By]on ngdon

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Photo Shirley DeFrancisci@defstop

Campolindo Goalie Joey Cecchin. #4 Dante
Vattuone, #21 Hayden O’Hare, #16 Cade O’Hare;
Miramonte #22 Griff Tunney

... continued from Page C1

Though it’s hard for a sophomore to play center, he’s
done a really nice job for us at that spot.”

Miramonte’s starting goalie is sophomore Zach Liu
who was on the traveling squad last year. “Zach has
good size and he’s really aware, making explosive moves
to the ball,” Nash said “He’s excellent at coming out of
the cage and helping the center defender, at times being
the seventh defender. He’s continuing to improve every
day and is really embracing that role. He is becoming
way more comfortable, learning a lot on the fly and
we’re really happy with where he’s at.”

The defense has done a solid job in protecting Liu.
“We really rely on team defense and playing collectively
as a unit,” Nash said. “We’ve been able to do that be-
cause our center defense has been strong with Patrick
Stice and Ben Lucas. Patrick is a big, long, and lengthy
center defender that has done a good job in controlling
the center for us. Ben has really taken a step that has el-
evated his game over the course of the last six months as
a defender but is also an attacker that we can plug into a
bunch of different spots.”

It's Miramonte’s defense that Nash sees as the key to
the ultimate success of the team: “We're always trying to
be the best defensive team we possibly can be which
translates to the postseason because even if we have a
poor shooting day, if our defense is top of the line, we’re
going to be in every game. One of the things we preach
all the time is that we want to be the best field blocking
team in the country and that's something that we've
been trying to really improve on and so far, they've done
a nice job and that’s what we’re going to continue to fo-
cus on.”

925-377-0977

Campolindo

Last season, Campolindo made it to the second
round of the CIF North Coast Championship and they
have carried over that late season success to this year,
having won six of their first nine games, which included
four of five win in the South Coast Tournament and the
difference in their three losses were only by a composite

s of five goals.

“We are a fast and smart team,” head coach Darren
Schroeder said. “We’re a really good team that is young
(three sophomores and four freshmen) which is great in
that it’s a very coachable team with guys that are eager
and super talented.”

Even after losing 15 seniors to graduation the last
two years, the team still has six seniors and nine juniors.
“We’re getting contributions from the juniors and se-
niors that are at the top of our roster, providing the
leadership for the team but we have a lot of fill-ins from
our young players so there's a lot of teaching and coach-
ing that’s going into this team.”

The numbers back up what Schroeder has been
saying. The goals scored per game has jumped from 9.3
to 12.0 and the goals against has dropped from 10.6 to
9.6 this season. The team’s three co-captains are seniors
Dante Vattuone, Callen Bronson, and Will Vranesh.

Schroeder and co-head coach Yurii Hanley have
made it a point to use the junior varsity team to keep re-
freshing the varsity roster. “We have a lot of great young
talent in the pipeline which is a good way to put it,”
Schroder said. “We rely on our upperclassmen and then
we have the underclassmen to keep replenishing the
roster. Hayden O’Hare, Dylan King, and Garrett Chivers
were sophomores last year and are all playing much
better this season.”

Sophomores Sam Storrs and Jack Elder are all get-
ting time along with freshmen Grayson Bloes, Cade
O’Hare, Tim Culleton, and Will Maguy. “They’re making
us stronger in practice and in all areas,” Schroeder said.

Leading the offense has been O’'Hare, Will Vranish,
and Garrett Chivers. Culleton, in his first year, has been
really standing out offensively.

O’Hare and Dylan King have been very solid on de-
fense in front of goalie Joey Cecchin.

“Joey Cecchin is a fantastic goalie who had a great
club season in offseason and he's doing very, very well
for us,” Schroeder said. “He's very good at blocking balls
and is also a very good outlet passer.”

There has been an improvement in the team as a
whole on both offense and defense. “With many of our
better players upperclassmen, there’s still this young en-
ergy to the team and that makes it fun for them and re-
warding for us,” Schroeder said. “Their confidence is go-
ing nowhere but up.”
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Acalanes

Despite the team’s slow start, head coach Nick Jor-
dan is positive as to where the team is going. “We’ve
been developing and growing as a team every game,”
Jordan said. “Our players have bought in and are trying
really hard every day in practice and in the games.
They’re trying to better themselves and the team every
day. We’ve been prepared for every game and the team
has been putting forth their best effort on what we’ve
been practicing and we’re just trying to go forward with
that, and the score will take of itself after that.”

There is a varied range of experience among the
players. “There’s a good mix of players that are brand
new to water polo along with some that have been play-
ing for a few years and others that have been playing for
a long time,” Jordan said.

Leading the offense has been sophomore Thomas
Parrott, freshman Isaac Topp, and seniors Sam Whipple
and Tyler Gerhardt. “Thomas is extremely dynamic as a
driver, attacker and in post ups,” Jordan said. “Isaac has
been dynamic in the counterattack and is really active
when we get down to the front court. Sam and Tyler
both play the center position and have been doing very
well. We have a number of players that have been very
integral in our offense, in that we have a lot of different
looks and we’re just trying to find the best one every
time we come down the pool.”

Jordan’s offensive philosophy is simple: “It’s to find
the best option and taking advantage of what the de-
fense is giving us. We want to get the best matchups,
keeping up the movement and finding the opportunities
to attack quickly.”

The key player on defense for the Dons has been
Justin Rosenblatt. “Justin plays center defense and has
done a great job locking down players and being a rock
on our defensive end,” Jordan said.

Senior Ryder Bradford-Urban has been very solid in
the net. “Ryder has been doing very well and we’re
happy to have him in the goal,” Jordan said. “Ryder does
a good job in making the blocks and even covering for
the other players when they have been beaten by the at-
tacker. He does a good job coming up and making the
blocks which has been extremely helpful.”

Jordan is anticipating a much-improved team by the
end of the season. “From where we started from, I've
been very pleased with the development of all of the
players,” Jordan said. “It just goes back to them coming
every day and working hard with a good positive atti-
tude which goes a long way in the development of the
team. As long as we’re improving every day, wherever
we are at the end of the season, that will be great be-
cause we’ll have gone just so far from the beginning of
the season.”

HOP ORINDA

Orihda’s Lowest Gas Prices

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Mon-Sat5am-12 am;
Sun6am-11pm

Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY

1 Camino Sobrante
(925) 254-2800

We’re right across the street from
Orinda Safeway!

Thin Crust &
Deep Dish Pizza

Delicious Pizza, Calzones, Salad
and Cold Drinks

Slices at Lunch (11am - 4pm)

We're Open Everyday: 11am - 9pm

Call for takeout
or
FREE Local Delivery ($20 minimum)

AMovssions

Jewelers Since 1923

100 Years
Four Generations
Love you can see, since 1923

[
| Celebrate our Centennial with us! -g: :4.%
3rd Thursday - Saturday, Tt
every month of 2023
I
e : i
o x Find our plans at: Lo Tep—— ..:-I!
L2 Aoty . L
MorrisonsJewelers.com
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Scan this QR code
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925-253-9227 « 35 Moraga Way, Orinda * MorrisonsJewelers.com ¢ @MorrisonsJewelry

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

To advertise on Shop Orinda call 925.377.0977

Stop by for your
next favorite

book

Serving Lamorinda since 1976

Books,

Gifts & Music
276 Village Square,
Orinda
925 - 254 - 7606

www.orindabooks.com
Open Mon. - Sat., 10:00 - 5:00

Park Place‘%

WEALTH ADVISORS, IMNC.

A Registered Investment Advisor

® Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
e Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766

Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities

Shop Orinda!
At the NEW and LIKE NEW
Consignment Store Boutique
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Fall flying

By Cynthia Brian

—— ———

Keep bird feeders full to nourish migrating birds.

This is what you shall do: Love the
earth and sun and animals.” ~ Walt
Whitman, Leaves of Grass

This past year I downloaded a
phenomenal app designed by Cor-
nell Lab of Ornithology called
Merlin. It is a sound identification
app whereby I record the bird-
song, the app analyzes it and indi-
cates what species is singing. The
sounds can be saved, photos can
be taken, and my knowledge of the
avian world increases. Birds have
always fascinated me.

My grandmother was a birder
and an animal handler. In addi-
tion to her dogs, horses, and barn-

yard critters, she had aviaries
where she bred canaries, cock-
atiels, and raised parrots. As a
child, I spent copious amounts of
time with her taking care of her
feathered and furred friends.
When my husband and I pur-
chased our first home, my grand-
father built me an aviary and
gifted me a pair of cockatiels. That
aviary has traveled with me to
three different homes and the
male cockatiel is still the senior
resident. Throughout the years,
I’'ve adopted a plethora of injured
birds or those in need of a new
home including pheasants, ca-

Photos Cynthia Brian

Birds splash in the gurgling fountain

naries, doves, finches, quail, pi-
geons, and parakeets. I love my
birds.

Wild birds are my garden
helpers and I enjoy watching their
aerial antics, listening to their
chatter, and observing their feed-
ing frenzies. My landscape is a
haven for orioles, finches,
waxwings, bluebirds, warblers,
sparrows, mockingbirds, bluejays,
doves, hummingbirds, and a host
of other species that I am just
learning. Owls hoot from the trees
at night, and the sky boasts hawks
gliding on the currents. I plant my
garden so that it provides food,

Lamorinda Home Sales

SOLD ‘¥ U
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B e
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.. read on Page D2

shelter, water, and refreshing
baths for the birds.

Fall is the flying season. Mil-
lions of birds are migrating. It’s
perilous. Many make thousand-
mile journeys twice a year: spring
and autumn. They migrate be-
cause of the change in weather,
availability of food, and breeding
cycles. In North America, many
birds migrate south to find a
warmer climate, flying to Mexico,
Central America, and the
Caribbean. Warblers, orioles, and
hummingbirds may migrate as far
as South America.

... continued on Page D8



JUsT LISTED | ORINDAWOODS | 429 RIDGE GATE ROAD
OPEN SUNDAY 1-4PM

Orinda: Exceptionally updated inside and out and offering a
woodland park-like setting bordered by towering redwoods and
mature foliage with scenic hillside views and a peaceful setting.

Located at the end of a cul-de-sac, the approximately 2,684
square-foot open light-filled floorplan showcases fine finishes and
a contemporary palette of colors, including >
richly stained wide-plank hardwood floors, r
soaring ceilings, large windows that frame
the natural  surroundings, fresh interior
paint, recessed lights, and a seamless flow
toinviting  outdoor spaces.
3 Bedrooms | 2.5 Bathrooms | $2,298,000

1

Glenn Beaubelle & Kellie Beaubelle
925.254.1212

TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 11 $582,000 $1,900,000
MORAGA 7 $600,000 $3,000,000
ORINDA 5 $1,150,000 $1,925,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

868 Acampo Drive, $1,430,000, 3 Bdrms, 1486 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 08-18-23

3299 Ameno Drive, $1,475,000, 4 Bdrms, 1707 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 08-18-23,
Previous Sale: $800,000, 02-27-06

916 Dewing Avenue #B, $899,000, 2 Bdrms, 1016 SqFt, 1992 YrBlt, 08-16-23,
Previous Sale: $900,000, 06-22-20

918 Dewing Avenue #B, $941,000, 2 Bdrms, 1245 SqFt, 1992 YrBlt, 08-25-23,
Previous Sale: $650,000, 06-09-05

210 Lafayette Circle #103, $582,000, 2 Bdrms, 928 SqFt, 2021 YrBlt, 08-18-23

1987 Reliez Valley Road, $1,900,000, 3 Bdrms, 2529 SqFt,
1956 YrBIt, 08-24-23

3340 Springhill Road, $1,600,500, 3 Bdrms, 1508 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 08-22-23

3399 Springhill Road, $1,900,000, 3 Bdrms, 1991 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 08-16-23

3279 Sweet Drive, $1,480,000, 3 Bdrms, 1786 SqFt, 1950 YrBIt, 08-21-23,
Previous Sale: $1,180,000, 05-27-16

788 Upper Pond Court, $1,550,000, 5 Bdrms, 2709 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 08-23-23,
Previous Sale: $879,000, 04-22-03

14 Vista Viax, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 1944 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 08-17-23

MORAGA

120 Ascot Court #B, $640,000, 2 Bdrms, 1233 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 08-21-23,
Previous Sale: $339,000, 02-27-04

143 Brookfield Drive, $2,105,000, 4 Bdrms, 2181 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 08-23-23,
Previous Sale: $419,000, 04-01-91

1357 Camino Peral #B, $600,000, 2 Bdrms, 1279 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 08-14-23

435 Donald Drive, $3,000,000, 5 Bdrms, 3021 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 08-22-23,
Previous Sale: $1,080,000, 09-01-16

82 Shuey Drive, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 1878 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 08-24-23

426 Springfield Place, $1,850,000, 4 Bdrms, 2090 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 08-22-23,
Previous Sale: $905,000, 07-23-03

60 Vista Encinos, $2,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 2793 SqFt, 2020 YrBlt, 08-14-23,
Previous Sale: $1,995,000, 05-27-21

ORINDA

204 Hall Drive, $2,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2725 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 08-14-23,
Previous Sale: $192,000, 05-01-79

724 Ironbark Court, $1,925,000, 5 Bdrms, 2993 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 08-23-23

55 Muth Drive, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 2001 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 08-21-23

24 Orchard Road, $3,500,000, 5 Bdrms, 4119 SqFt, 1940 YrBlt, 08-16-23,
Previous Sale: $3,636,000, 05-20-21

93 Tarry Lane, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2231 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 08-25-23,
Previous Sale: $1,422,000, 08-14-07



VANGUARD PROPERTIES
FAST BAY

! 372 CAMINO SOBRANTE ORINDA 5040 GLOUCESTER LANE  MARTINEZ OAKLAND

5BED | 4.5BATH | 2,784 SQ. FT. IN CONTRACT 3BED | 2.5BATH | 1,816 SQ. FT. $849,000 3BED | 1BATH | 1,286 SQ. FT. $849,000
SABRINA ZUNO 707.536.3191 EAVEN MARCUM 415.306.2150 SELINA ZHAO 415.919.0000

372CAMINOSOBRANTE.COM

| PLEASANTON
6 BED | 5BATH | 4,106 SQ. FT. $2,290,000 3BED | 3BATH | 2,493 SQ. FT. $1,994,000
SELINA ZHAO | 415.919.0000 TAMARA SORENSEN 925.900.3395 7981WINGEDFOOTCT.COM

KELLY
CRAWFORD
k TEAM

“SALE NG!

440 |IRON HILL STREET PLEASANT HILL 3461 SPRINGHILL ROAD ORINDA 48 S| INGWOOD LANE . ORINDA
4BED | 25BATH | 2,6325Q.FT.  $1,675,000 4BED | 2.5BATH | 2,4435Q.FT.  $1,695,000 3BED | 2.5BATH | 1,816 5Q. FT. COMING SOON!
JEANNETTE BETTENCOURT 925.787.3464 KELLY CRAWFORD 925.998.5599 KELLY CRAWFORD 925998 5599

KELLYCRAWFORDHOMES.COM

VANGUARD
PEOPFETIFS

The information contained herein has been received from Vanguard Properties’ clients, third parties and/or public records. Vanguard Properties has not verified the foregoing information and will not
confirm the accuracy of same. Buyers are advised to investigate all information important to Buyers and to verify the accuracy of the representations contained herein

VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM | 925.465.0610 | 971 Dewing Avenue, Lafayette, CA 94549 | DRE# 01486075



SERENITY AMONG THE OAKS

Just
Listed!

Shellle Klrby shellie@shelliekirby.com

shelliekirby.com
925.872.4257  calrE #01251227

-
C‘B COLDWELL BAMKER
©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell

Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are
independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

morindaweekly.com

Lamorinda Native.
Lamorinda Expert.

Selling local homes since 2003

I\ MICHELLE
] HOLCENBER

REALTOR

CB TOP 20 EAST BAY
www.holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
michelle@holcenberg.com

El COLDWELL BANKER REALTY | BRE #01373412

©2023 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is
comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304
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Con Fire offers tips to be
battery-smart and fire-safe

Submitted by
Supervisor Diane Burgis

Over the last two years, the Contra
Costa County Fire Protection
District investigators have noted a
trend of increasing risks of lithium-
ion batteries causing fires across
the county.

Lithium-ion batteries supply
power to many devices including
phones, laptops, electric scooters,
smoke alarms, and even cars. With
the rapid rise in popularity of these
electric power supplies over recent
years, many residents are only just
learning of their dangers, and how
to use and dispose of them.

With a significant amount of
power being held in such a con-
fined compartment, they can over-
heat, catch fire and explode. In the
month of June, in the Con Fire dis-
trict alone, there were three re-
ported fires caused by lithium-ion
batteries. Two of these resulted in
extensive damage to the homes
where they were located.

Con Fire advises residents to

learn proper and safe usage of
lithium-ion batteries.

Tips include: Follow manufac-
turer’s instructions exactly; Only
use batteries designed for the de-
vice being used; Put batteries in the
right way; Only use the charging
cord and charger that came with
the device; Do not charge any de-
vice under a pillow, on your bed, or
on a couch, or in any other con-
fined space; Do not continue
charging once the device is fully
charged; Keep batteries at room
temperature; Store batteries away
from anything that can catch fire;
Do not put lithium-ion batteries in
the trash; take them to proper re-
cycling locations; Charge batteries
in a flat, dry area away from chil-
dren, and direct sunlight; Stop us-
ing any device immediately upon
noticing problems with the battery

Whenever possible, store
lithium-ion batteries in the garage,
in an outdoor shed or other loca-
tion outside your home.

For more details about lithium-ion battery safety and e-bike battery safety, visit:
www.contracosta.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/79825/Lithium-Ion-Battery-Safety
www.contracosta.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/79824/E-bike-E-scooter-safety
This article was originally published in the July 20 District 3 Newsletter.

Stunning condo at Waterford in Rossmoor
1840 Tice Creek #2424, Walnut Creek Offered at $1,125,000

3bd | 2.5ba | 1,821 sqft

-

r.
Nikki Nielsen 'L

925-382-8801
DRE #01212337

yourrossmooragent@gmail.com




BRYDON & IVES

REAL ESTATE TEAIM

Stylish. Designer. Sensation.

224 Seclusion Valley Way, Lafayette -
5 Bed | 4.5 Bath | 3,828 SqFt | .79 Acres | Built in 2019

Offering privacy, perfection, and the finest in California indoor-outdoor living,

this custom retreat is infused with everything required to create the ultimate

lifestyle. With an open and light-drenched floor plan, this beauty enjoys Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
designer-appointed interiors. Each secondary bedroom has access to an 025.285.8336
en-suite bathroom. The resort-like backyard oasis is set against the backdrop . o :
of panoramic views with geometric swimming pool accented by a modern bl@brydon!vesteom.com
architectural wall, waterfall, and spa. Entertain in the outdoor pavilion, warm brydonivesteam.com
up by the large gas firepit or enjoy the turf area for fun and games. DRE 01408025 | 01367466

Offered at $3,895,000 | 224SeclusionValleyWay.com Follow Us: @Brydonlves

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Infor-
mation is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements

and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Moraga Council Member David Shapiro’s pottery hobby keeps
the shelves full at home

L

e N S e

By Vera Kochan

Moraga’s Town Council oozes with creativity as
yet another member admits to an artistic bent.
Vice Mayor Teresa Onoda paints, Council Member
Steve Woehleke crafts furniture, and now, Council
Member David Shapiro’s talents come to the fore-
front as a serious pottery enthusiast.

Shapiro first got the calling at the age of 12,
but it wasn’t until his senior year at Binghamton
University in New York that he was able to really
“get his hands on” the craft. “You could take ce-
ramics as a senior,” he explained. “I loved it. We
were allowed to go in the off hours to use the stu-
dio. That’s when I started making pottery. I loved
it, but when I went into law school, I didn't have
much time for it.”

Fast forward to 1995, when Shapiro and his
wife, Tina, moved to Moraga. She saw an ad for a
ceramics art class held in Walnut Creek and de-
cided to enroll him as a Father’s Day gift. Their
private joke was that he’d “do it once and be done
with it,” but the joke backfired, and according to
Shapiro, “Saturday mornings from 9 a.m. to noon,
you could always find me there.”

Council Member David Shapiro in his garage/pottery studio

Approximately eight years ago, Shapiro
bought a pottery wheel and has turned his garage
into a studio complete with all of the supplies
necessary to keep him busy at home, including an
electric kiln. This has allowed him to improve his
skills immensely. He pre-plans what he's going to
make. “I create first on the wheel and go from
there,” he stated. “It’s all about making forms. I'm
more advanced on making the forms and less on
design. I go through phases. It's great to create for
fun, so there’s no pressure.”

And, much like a snowflake, no piece is ever
identical. “You never know what you’re going to
get,” Shapiro said, especially when it comes to
decorative design, which is pretty much left to the
fates. He explained that he’s worked with two
kinds of kilns. His electric kiln takes one day to
fire several shelves of pottery pieces, while Raku
firings take only 45 minutes, because they use gas
which heats faster.

“There’s a whole chemistry aspect to it,” said
Shapiro, when referring to the chemicals used in
glazing, something that he studied during the
COVID lockdown a couple of years ago.

Every now and then, Shapiro drives to Truc-

Some of David Shapiro's many vases on display at his home

Photos Vera Kochan

kee Roundhouse, a public studio which is every
kind of crafter’s version of Disneyland complete
with any and all types of equipment, but when
working from home he frequents Clay People in
Richmond for all of his hobby needs.

Shapiro’s home is brimming with creations as
further evidence that Tina’s Father’s Day gift has
come back to haunt her. Vases, teapots, bowls,
wind chimes, and an army of coffee mugs are just
some of the items on display or in cabinets
throughout the house. “Some of my nicest things
are not here anymore, because I've sold them,” he
said. Unfortunately, he can never truly replicate
those pieces due to the nature of the craft, and he
has donated several pieces to auctions for worthy
causes. The latest
recipient of one
of Shapiro’s cof-
fee mugs was a
“Welcome to
Moraga” gift for
new Town Man-
ager Scott
Mitnick.

A handmade urn



We are excited to announce our expansion to the Central Coast!

Sl Jemorindet

B [ am so excited to announce that I have expanded
'my business to the Central Coast. I have added my
daughter, son-in-law, and niece to my team.

Heading back to my roots in San Luis Obispo, I am

guiding these three as they continue their success

as real estate agents specializing in second homes,

ranches and vineyards, investment properties, and
first-time home buyers.

X0XO,
Kelly Wood

Looking to relocate, have a second home, or invest in a Cal Poly rental? We are here to help you!

San Luis Obispo, Paso Robles, Cayucos, Atascadero, Creston, Santa Margarita.

i A L S ‘hn
380 Glen 1- la'n‘é-;-'*s 'Robl es . , e
14 White Oak Drive, Lafayette
3 bed | 2 Bath | 9.79 Acres | Pool

| : ; A Pending in 3 Days! Listed at $2,295,000
| Vineyard & Winery | Call for pricing

kellywood@stableproperties.com S l &BLE www.stableproperties.com

(925) 381-7172 PROPERTIES DRE #01931711

Home*Ranch-Land
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Fall flying

Calibrachoa called Seaside petunia is a colorful
fall addition.

... continued from Page D1

Some hirds migrate short dis-
tances, traveling from forests to
wetlands, or the coast to your
backyard! Whether flying long or
short distances, birds need to stop,
rest and eat. And this is where
gardeners can help keep them
healthy and safe in their migration
journey.

Food: Migratory birds rely on
flowering plants, shrubs, and trees

that produce seeds, berries, nectar
and insects. Birds pecking at your
lawn are not eating it. They are
dining on insects that could be
harmful to your lawn. The birds
are your friends indicating that
your lawn has an invader. Does
your garden provide this
nutrition?

Water: Ponds, bird baths, foun-
tains, and other water features of-
fer a cool thirst-quencher and re-
freshing bath for migrating birds.

Butterfly stone crop is easy to grow and looks
great in a pot.

Does your garden entice birds to
stop by for a drink?

Shelter: Trees and bushes offer
protection from predators and a
place to rest. Does your garden
provide a safe environment for
avian visitors?

To attract and support our fly-
ing friends this fall, walk around
your garden to ascertain if you are
providing the elements they need.
Plant native vegetation, keep your
bird feeders full, and allow seed-

Save the seeds of sunflowers to plant and to
feed the birds.

Photos Cynthia Brian

heads to develop on some peren-
nials. Provide a clean and accessi-
ble water source such as a gur-
gling fountain or a pond with a re-
circulating water feature.

By creating a bird-friendly
landscape, you’ll not only be con-
tributing to bird conservation, but
you will enjoy their efforts to help
your garden grow and glow. Love
the earth, the sun, and the
animals.
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Open Th|s House Sunday 2= 4pm'
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A Super Special Property with the Opportunity to Make It Something Amazing!
4 beds + Bonus Room | 2 baths | 2220 sqft | .44 acre parcel

Listed by
Shannon Conner, Molly Smith & Amy Rose Smith
For More Information Contact Shannon Conner

925.980.3829 | Shannon@shannonconner.com

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It’s Village. Of Course.

ASSOCTATES DRE# 01498053 | DRE# 01885058 | DRE# 01855959 All information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for October

APPLY snail bait around plants susceptible to snail and slug damage.
TREAT for aphids as needed.

MAKE homemade fungal spray to ward off powdery mildew which weakens and can kill
plants. Mix four teaspoons of baking soda with one teaspoon of dishwashing liquid per
gallon of water. Spray the entire plant, not just the leaves. Crape myrtles and viburnum are
susceptible. This spray works well for black spot which afflicts roses.

COLLECT seeds from sunflowers to feed the birds as well as save to plant next season.

MAINTAIN your bird feeders as an invitation to refuel in your backyard. Hang feeders in
trees, away from the house to deter rodents from establishing residence in your home.

MONITOR the water needs of your plants as you wave goodbye to the summer sun.
FERTILIZE trees, shrubs, and ground covers as the weather cools.

PICK your remaining peppers, tomatoes, tomatillos, and eggplant as needed. According to
the USDA, there are over 25,000 varieties of tomatoes.

CONSIDER adding clover to your lawn. Clover is a legume that takes nitrogen from the air
and transfers it to the soil, improving the soil quality. Clover maintains its green color and
attracts beneficial insects while requiring less water and mowing.

STAND under a tree canopy to listen to the birdsong.
REPLACE your lawn with a gorgeous succulent sanctuary.

BEAUTIFY your porch with pots of Calibrachoa, known as seaside petunia, or Butterfly
Stonecrop, in full bloom now.

REFRIGERATE tulips, hyacinths, and crocus for four weeks before planting. Select your i 'L ke

bulbs now. ' - — —
. Trees are filled with apples this year. Make pies,
DETER skunks, rats, and other rodents from your property. As the weather turns inclement, .
crumbles, sauces, salads, or munch straight off

they will be looking for shelter.
the branch.

MAKE applesauce or apple butter with the apples that fall from your trees. This year boasts .
a big crop of apples. You don’t need to peel the apples. Wash, slice away any brown spots,
cut into chunks, and add to a pot filled with a small amount of boiling water. Squeeze fresh
lemon juice on the apples. Sprinkle cinnamon and nutmeg for a delicious, healthy treat.

PREPARE for fires and emergency evacuations. Have a Go-Bag ready.

MARK your calendars for the Sept. 30 Pear and Wine Festival in Moraga. Stop by the Be the
Star You Are! booth to plant seeds, buy books, and enjoy other giveaways. Visit
https://www.bethestaryouare.org/events-1/2023-pear-and-wine-festival for more
information.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy Fall Flying!

Stand under
a redwood
canopy and

look up. A
=& Photos Cynthia Brian

A birdhouse provides a warm stop-over place.
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE

Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Cynthia Brian

For more gardening advice for all seasons, check out Growing
with the Goddess Gardener at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/books. Raised in the vineyards
of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New York Times best-selling
author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media and writing
coach as well as the Founder and Executive Director of Be the
Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio
Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com. Her newest children’s
picture book, Family Forever, from the series, Stella Bella’s
Barnyard Adventures is available now at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Hire Cynthia for
writing projects, garden consults, and inspirational lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

http://www.GoddessGardener.com 196 Moraga Way -« (925) 254-3713 « Open Wednesday - Sunday

Flowers « Trees * Succulents * Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
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New Listing!

41 La Noria 37 & 20 La Madronal 4 Oakview Terrace 24 Altamount Drive
Top quality 5 bd/ 4 ba home A private sanctuary in the Orinda This Tuscan style 4 bd/ 3.5 ba Charming 4 bd/ 3 ba single story
around the corner from OCC w/ an  Hills which features two detached home astounds w/ open floorplan, ranch home nestled on a private,
incredible layout & magical spaces  residences & 11 separate parcels soaring ceilings & sweeping vista nature-filled .32 acre gated lot!
indoor & out! totaling approximately 4 acres! views!
$3,995,000 $2,995,000 $2,225,000 $1,695,000
ORINDA LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE MORAGA

13 Valley View Road 1736 Reliez Valley Road 163 Corliss Drive
One of a kind light-filled Desirable Reliez Valley Delightful one story 3 bd/ 2.5 ba Single-level, Ranch style home
Mediterranean home + ADU w/ old neighborhood offers amazing retreat w/ updated kitchen, ample features 4 bd/ 2.5 ba in approx.
world charm & sweeping views on  privacy, stunning views, beautiful gardening areas & beautiful large 2228 sqft on a .27-acre level lot!
a prime street near OCC! architecture on an almost 1 acre pool!
. |
Call for price! '°* $1,999,000 $1,798,000 $1,699,000

MORAGA PLEASANT HILL OAKLAND EL SOBRANTE

5 ; . New Listing!
1944 Ascot Drive 550 Odin Drive 2014 13th Avenue 990 N Rancho Road
Amazing 2 bd/ 1.5 bd 1234 sqft Single level 4 bd/ 2 ba rancher has  This single family home features Beautiful 4 bd/ 3 ba property offers
Moraga townhome w/ views of the  a great floor plan w/ wonderful 5 bd/ 3 ba, laminate floors & the perfect blend of classic charm
hills from the upper & lower decks!  indoor/outdoor flow! plenty of room to entertain family & modern luxury, making it an
& friends! ideal place to call home!
$3,300/mo. $975,000 $595,000 $1,075,000

0 facebook.comyVillageAssociates 93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

O twitter.comyvillageassoc Visit www.viIlageassociates.com Sunday Open Homes
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Liz Gallagher
Claudia Gohler
Ari Hatton
Gillian Judge Hogan
Dexter Honens Il
Christina Linezo
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Alexis Thompson
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Margaret Zucker

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392



