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Gas Leaf Blower Ordinance passes first reading at Lafayette
council meeting

By Lou Fancher

Planning Technician Anna
Tolle at the Sept. 26 city coun-
cil meeting was joined during
a presentation about the pro-
hibition of gasoline powered
leaf blower by two members of
the city’s Environmental Task
Force (ETF). Along with Maria
Gastelumendi and chairperson
Nancy Hu, Tolle introduced
Ordinance 688, which would
eliminate the use of the blow-
ers within city limits effective
July 1, 2024.

“The three main hazards
of gas powered leaf blowers
are noise, dust, and exhaust
emissions,” Tolle said. “They
pose health risks to both oper-
ators and bystanders and dis-
rupt daily life for Lafayette
residents.”

City law under the noise
ordinance in the municipal
code currently prohibits use of
leaf blowers between 10 p.m.
and 7 a.m., but Tolle noted that
city staff, the ETF, and council
members have received many
requests from residents to fur-
ther limit or prohibit the use of
gas leaf blowers. In 2021, the
state of California adopted AB
1346, which prohibits the sale
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of new small off-road engines
(SOREs), including lawn
equipment and certain com-
mercial and industrial vehi-
cles. Tolle said the task force
reviewed similar ordinances
in other cities, conducted field
research in Piedmont for a
demonstration of electric leaf
blowers, and during the last
two years has worked with
nearby city departments to
prepare the report for the
council.

More than 40 cities in the
state have adopted gas leaf
blower prohibition ordi-
nances. The goal of California’s
AB 1346, which goes into effect
in January 2024, is to move the
state to zero-emission equip-
ment by 2035. Adoption by the
city would bring Lafayette into
compliance with the state’s
goal and be an early step to-
ward achieving zero-emission
standards.

The task force report in-
cluded fact-based information
about the impacts of gas pow-
ered leaf blowers and similar
equipment. As stated in the re-
port: “The California Air Re-
sources Board (CARB) has re-

ported that operating a gaso-
line powered two-stroke leaf
blower for one hour emits the
same amount of pollution as
driving a 2016 Toyota Camry
for 1,110 miles. A landscape
professional operating a gas
powered leaf blower may be
exposed to noise levels ex-
ceeding OSHA standards.”

Tolle said the task force
and city staff would work to-
gether to create public educa-
tion information and outreach
related to rebates and other
resources for homeowners
and landscapers transitioning
from gas to zero-emission
equipment. The new ordi-
nance would be enforced in
ways similar to other code en-
forcement policies. The noise
disturbance system is cur-
rently primarily complaint
based, with residents report-
ing violations by phone, email,
or anonymously online and
the code enforcement officer
conducting a site visit to verify
the complaint before issuing a
code violation order. She said
staff expects the complaint
numbers to rise after the ordi-
nance goes into effect.

The new ordinance will
also have a significant finan-
cial impact on small, commer-
cial landscape maintenance
businesses, Tolle noted. For
those companies whose gas
powered equipment is still op-
erational when the ordinance
goes into effect, the task force
prepared an option for home-
owners to sign a release form
to allow a landscape company
to use a gas powered leaf
blower on their property.
Gastelumendi said the task
force’s work will next be to
make sure the community is
aware of the new ordinance.

Council Member Susan
Candell asked for information

about the landscape mainte-
nance equipment currently
used by the city’s parks and
recreation departments. Tolle
said three battery powered
leaf blowers are used and are
identical to equipment avail-
able through a free lending
program that allows residents
to check out and test a hand-
held or backpack blower for
two weeks. The Public Works
Department has six gas pow-
ered leaf blowers in their in-
ventory, but are phasing them
out. They also have three bat-
tery powered blowers.

Hu said a webpage
(lovelafayette.org/leaf-blower-
lending) explaining the bene-
fits of the commercial back-
pack leaf blowers and other
equipment has been devel-
oped. She tested the backpack
model herself and said it was
fairly heavy, about 30 pounds,
but it was extremely powerful.
“What was nice about using
the electric, even though it was
30 pounds,” she said, “it was
not vibrating and was com-
pletely silent.” Alternatively,
she compared gas blowers to
being on a Disneyland amuse-
ment park ride that sets a per-
son’s entire body “rattling.”

Public comments from Bill
Bucher asked that the council
not adopt the ordinance due to
the state implementing a law
prohibiting the equipment. His
vision is that manufactures of
the equipment will make im-
provements and offer cost re-
ductions that allow more peo-
ple to purchase the new, zero-
emission leaf blowers. Other
residents commenting online
expressed mixed positions.
Some spoke in protest, high-
lighting the negative impact
the ordinance would have on
small landscape maintenance
companies, or disputing the

facts and emphasis of data
about emissions and the envi-
ronmental impact.

Other people supported
the ordinance’s passage, offer-
ing additional information
about the environmental cost
of gas powered leaf blowers
and the life-cycles of leaf
blower batteries, emphasizing
that the state law restricts only
the sale of new equipment and
therefore would mean gas
powered blowers already
owned will continue to be used
until they are no longer opera-
ble, and encouraging the
council to therefore adopt the
faster-acting city ordinance as
soon as possible. Several peo-
ple said they had concerns
about neighbors reporting on
other neighbors and the effect
that would have on commu-
nity sentiment.

When asked by Council
Member Wei-Tai Kwok about
the rebate programs, Tolle said
funds previously available to
property owners and commer-
cial landscapers were ex-
hausted after overwhelming
demand depleted the pro-
grams.

Mayor Carl Anduri ex-
pressed concerns about the
impact to staff hours because
the ordinance places increased
demands associated with code
enforcement, as well as neigh-
bors informing on each other.
Hu said an energetic outreach
effort must accompany any
ordinance adopted.

The council unanimously
accepted the ordinance as pre-
sented and amended and con-
tinued the matter to the Oct. 10
council meeting, which oc-
curred after press time, for a
second reading and adoption.
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Kurt Piper Group presents

944 HAWTHORNE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

3 Bed | 3 Bath | 1,773% SF | .25% AC Lot | Offered at $1,649,000
A rare opportunity to live in the sought after, close-in Lafayette Trail neighborhood just
steps to town, trail and schools. Contact Kurt for a private showing.
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KURT PIPER
Broker Associate
925.818.8000
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented
herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

kurtpipergroup.com
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Proper preparation is crucial for the best price!
I can be of great assistance in helping you prepare
your home for sale. My 20 years experience
as a top producer, team of tradespeople and
organizational system provide for seamless resulis.

Ashley Battersby

ashley@ashleybattersby.com

It's Village. Of Course.

Helping
Sellers
& Buyers
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