Wednesday, October 11, 2023

Housing & Safety Concerns
In Lafayette

Town Hall on ZOOM

Hosted by Lafayette Homeowners Council (LHC)
Thursday, October 26, 7 p.m.

Guest speakers:
« Mayor Carl Anduri

« City Manager Niroop Srivatsa

Updateand Q & A

LHC welcomes all Lafayette residents

to attend our Annual Meeting.

More info and zoom link at

https://lafayettehomeownerscouncil.org/
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www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977
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Discussion continues on
Housing Element
opportunity sites

By Lou Fancher

Faith-Based Organization (FBO) Land

City staff came to the council
at the Sept. 26 meeting with an
updated project timeline and
revisions to the Housing Ele-
ment made in response to
Council direction from a prior
discussion during the Aug. 28
city council meeting.

Housing Consultant Diana
Elrod said the staff report in-
cluded recommendations re-
lated to a revised Housing Ele-
ment Opportunity Sites Inven-
tory, along with other infor-
mation and extensive public
comments from the commu-
nity. Elrod, Planning and
Building Director Greg Wollff,
and Senior Planner Renata
Robles sought the council’s di-
rection on next steps and an-
swers to two central questions:
Should the inventory list in-
clude faith-based land or, al-
ternatively, should the oppor-
tunities site list increase den-
sities in the downtown area
beyond what was approved by
the council in meetings held in
January 2023?

Based on guidance from
the State Department of Hous-
ing and Community Develop-
ment (HCD) and additional in-
put from consultants regard-
ing opportunity site selection
methods, Elrod said staff
sought direction from Council
on how to proceed after the
report options were presented
and discussed.

In Contra Costa County,
only six out of 20 jurisdictions
have received HCD approval so
the process is “obviously tak-
ing a long time,” Elrod said.
Staff hopes to receive certifi-
cation by the end of 2023, but
at several times during the
meeting, the difficulty of the
constantly shifting process and
changing laws and guidelines
was acknowledged.

Elrod outlined the oppor-
tunity sites inventory alter-
ations and research conducted
in general terms, with special
attention to SB 4, which ap-
plies to development on faith-
based and higher educational
institution lands. It contains a
number of requirements re-
lated to affordable housing
and will mean Lafayette must
have its objective standards in
place by Jan. 1, 2024.

Council Member Wei Tai
Kwok asked about the defini-
tion and restrictions around
the faith-based organizations
included in the staff report.
Elrod said staff looked for
large sites with more than an
acre. One organization in a
high fire severity zone and an-

other with no usable space
were not included in the re-
port. Elrod said no new orga-
nizations had approached staff
with interest in developing af-
fordable housing on their

land.

Any land rezoned as an
opportunity site would retain
those terms that apply to the
land, not the organization. In
the event a faith-based organi-
zation sold the land, a devel-
oper would retain upscale
zoning guidelines. The council
discussed other means, such as
overlays, to establish control of
the possibilities. Staff said
there were limited means by
which the city could control
rezoned land and efforts had
been made to eliminate any
sites likely to fall outside of
HCD’s parameters that would
fail to meet requirements for
affordable housing.

Elrod provided her best
estimate that the percentages
and other information pro-
vided in the response to HCD
were reasonable and realistic
and therefore, more likely to
receive approval.

Public comment included
a first speaker who was “actu-
ally shocked” to see a revised
packet that had “the goal posts
moved.” The four scenarios
she said were confusing. Bill
Bucher represented the
Lafayette Homeowners Coun-
cil and was encouraged by the
revised ADU calculations and
supported it as a positive step.
The LHC was disappointed
about the reduction to 88% of
the opportunity sites inventory
realistic development capacity
and was concerned the faith-
based definitions included in
the housing element packet
would fail to gain HCD’s ap-
proval.

Other comments sought
clarification of opportunity
sites and called for more pub-
lic outreach before decisions
on the final draft are made by
the council. A board member
of Inclusive Lafayette said the
group strongly supported op-
tion D, which included upzon-
ing the downtown to meet
RHNA requirements with the
Desco properties included, and
did not include faith-based or-
ganization land.

One speaker asked,
“Who’s actually running this
process?” He said greater ef-
forts need to be made to in-
form the public and reduce
confusion about the continual
changes.
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Honored in RealTrends Top 1.5% of Agents in the Nation
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925.376.7T777
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 37 years.
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1457 Camino Peral

Represented Buyer

—

1230 Heather Drive

Respresented Buyer

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what

improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at

closing. But what are those improvements? Let’s work together well before a
sale so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

£

LAFANETTE

City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Oct. 23,7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Oct. 16, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Design Review

Monday, Oct. 23,7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Arts & Science Discovery Room

Providing An Elevated Real
Estate Experience

Just Sold

120 Via Floreado, Orinda

Just Sold

5 Bed | 4.5 Bath | 3,719 SqFt | .50 Acres

Represented Buyers

SSVdW®D

224 Seclusion Valley Way, Lafayette

5 Bed | 4.5 Bath | 3,828 SgFt | .79 Acres

224SeclusionValleyWay.com

Work With Us!

BRYDON & IVES

REAL ESTATE TEAM

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336

bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is

intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already
listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.




