Wednesday, October 11, 2023

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988 ﬁllonest
Rodent Proofing

EXFEEIENCE WOU CAN TERST

www.honestrodentproofing.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: A7

Thinking of Downsizing?

Many long-term residents dream of moving to a smaller or single level
home while eliminating a mortgage and keeping their property taxes low.
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I’ve assisted many Lamorindans with that and can ably guide you A~

through the process. Call me today if you would like to utilize
my 20+ years of local success to achieve your real estate dreams.

Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results
Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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Temporary signs: perhaps not lovely,

but mostly legal

By Sora O’Doherty

On a matter initiated by
Orinda Vice Mayor Darlene
Gee, the Orinda City Council
considered what feels like a
proliferation of temporary,
sandwich-style signs in the
city, particularly in the Vil-
lage. Although the issue has
been discussed from time to
time since 2011, Gee re-
quested that staff look at it
again.

The Planning Department
conducted a survey of tempo-
rary signs in the downtown
area on July 28 and July 31,
finding a total of 62 tempo-
rary signs for 42 different
businesses; 81% of the signs
were A-frame, sandwich
board signs. About a third of
the signs were located on pri-
vate property, and the rest
were in the public right-of-
way. Five signs were found to
be obstructing the sidewalk
and 15 were locked onto
something like a post or a
tree.

Signage in Orinda is reg-
ulated under Orinda munici-
pal code 17.18, adopted in
2012, for various purposes,
including reducing traffic and
safety hazards, preventing
uncontrolled sign competi-
tion, enhancing the appear-
ance and economic value of
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the signs, encouraging signs
to be well designed and pleas-
ing in appearance and con-
structed of high quality
material.

Gee wanted to know if the
city could prohibit signs
posted by businesses that are
not local. City Attorney Osa
Wolff explained that the city
could prohibit all off-site ad-
vertising, but had decided to
allow it for all because of its
use for real estate open-
houses, lemonade stands,
charity drives and so on.

Gee just plain doesn’t like
the signs, proclaiming that in
her 33 years of living in
Orinda, she has never gone
into a business because of a
sandwich board sign. “I don’t
think they look nice.” Council
Member Janet Riley agreed,
asking why the the city had to
have so many ugly signs. She
would prefer more elegant
signs. Planning Director
Drummond Buckley ex-
plained that the city could re-
quire signs to be made of nat-
ural material, but that would
have to apply to every sign,
including realtors, garage
sales, and others.

In the end, the council
decided that it wouldn’t
amend the law, but would

ONE starts a Miramonte
High School Alumni

Association
By Sora O’Doherty

Graduates from Miramonte
High School in Orinda now
have a new community in
which to engage with other
alumni and to support their
alma mater. Emily Allen, ex-
ecutive director of the Orinda
Network for Education (ONE)
which coordinates fundrais-
ing activities for all Orinda
schools, announced the new
group on Sept. 25.

The Miramonte High
School Alumni Association is a
new digital community, which
provides alumni and commu-
nity members regular updates
about school news and events,
and includes a useful alumni
directory. The site also fea-
tures a blog and monthly
email updates that will in-
clude news and information
on a variety of subjects of in-
terest to alumni of Orinda
schools.

Allen said, “We are
thrilled to announce this
brand new digital community
for our alumni, friends, and
supporters to get more

plugged in to what’s happen-
ing in our community,”
adding, “Through this brand
new alumni association, we
look forward to highlighting
the achievements of alumni
and welcoming alumni of all
ages back to Orinda, whether
it’s as a supporter, volunteer,
employer, or former staff.”

The alumni community,
powered by ONE, is available
to any supporters, alumni,
parents, staff, and friends of
the district. The online direc-
tory is also available for all
alumni to submit their own
information and connect with
other alumni.

The community will also
help people find information
about class reunions, and will
be an avenue through which
alumni, supporters and
friends can receive news
about district events, oppor-
tunities and initiatives.

The Miramonte High
School Alumni Association
can be found at
https://www.matsnation.org/.
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seek out more creative means
in the hopes of improving the
sign environment. Mayor
Inga Miller suggested that
staff should work actively
with the Orinda Chamber of
Commerce to encourage bet-
ter signs. Council Member
Brandyn Iverson thought that
a survey of other jurisdic-
tions’ treatment of temporary
signs was a perfect example
of something a summer intern
could do, but not something
with which the council
wanted to burden the plan-
ning department.

In conclusion, Miller did
ask for code enforcement for
signs not in compliance with
existing law, such as those
chained to trees or other per-
manent fixtures.

Repairs | Pressure Washing
Stripping | Sanding | Staining
Painting | Coatings | Inspections

21 Donna Maria Way, Orinda

neighborhood, this craftsman-
inspired, 4-bedroom, 2710 sf
home is ready for new owners
to enjoy its many features
and designer finishes. It is

| conveniently located near all
levels of Orinda’s top schools,
as well as shopping, restaurants,
services and freeways.
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Offered at $2,075,000
Call Tania for a
private showing!
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CERTECH PEST PREVENTION

& TERMITE PROTECTION

ONE MONTH FREE
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Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Before

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* Facelift * BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
Facial Implants * Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

Neck Lift o Fillers )
Nose Surgery (JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMAG®, Restylane®)

Brow Lift * Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a nationally
recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic surgeon, opened

a private practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve Lamorinda
patients. Specializing entirely in the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is
nationally recognized for providing patients with beautiful, elegant,
and natural results. TAMPLEN
Matthew Tamplen, MD LAY
Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION

96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824

TamplenPlasticSurgery.com
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Double Board-Certified
Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.




