Wednesday, October 25, 2023

Increased Lafayette
parking fees planned

According to Lafayette Ad-
ministrative Services Director
Tracy Robinson, who spoke to
the city council on Oct. 10
about a potential parking me-
ter rate increase, the Parking
Fund currently has a negative
fund balance of $440,000.

In her staff report, Robin-
son noted that in FY18-19, the
last full ‘pre-pandemic’ year,
net parking revenue was
$158,000, but in the last three
years, net parking revenue
has been negative. “The
Council should consider rais-
ing the parking meter fees to
recoup those losses or at least
break even over the next five
years,” she stated in her

report.

Robinson noted that park-
ing meter revenue does not go
into the General Fund, but in-
stead is used to purchase ad-
ditional parking in the down-
town, such as Oakbridge, 949
Moraga Road.

During discussion, Robin-
son stated that "it would make
sense to have a conversation
with the Chamber and there
are some other issues we
would like to discuss."”

The city council voted 5-0
directing staff to return with a
resolution to increase the
parking meter rates to $2 per
hour.

—J. Wake
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Lafayette Historical Society
displays poetry about
Lafayette Reservoir Tower

In the window of the Lafayette
Historical Society at the back
of the Lafayette Library, a blue
mat surrounds a two-page
poem entitled, “The Guardian
of Lafayette Reservoir.” It is
written by local poet Ophelia
Leong and focuses on the
Reservoir tower.

Leong was invited to read
the poem on April 15 during
National Poetry Month at the
Lamorinda Arts Council’s in-
augural Art Embraces Poetry
program. Town Hall Theatre
hosts the ongoing program
which is funded by the Com-
munity Foundation of
Lafayette.

On the side of the Whole
Foods Building (across from
Blue Ginkgo) the Society has
posted information about the
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Lafayette Reservoir. While de-
bates swirl around the tower,
the poem has a different ef-
fect. More than one person has
said after reading it, “I'll never
think of it the same way
again.” Plato’s comment about
poetry comes to mind: “Poetry
is nearer to vital truth than
history.”

For more information
check out the poem in plain
view on the window at the
Historical Society entrance on
Golden Gate Way near First
Street, call (925) 283-1848 or go
to https://lafayettehistory.org/
lafayette-reservoir-display-at-
whole-foods/. View the
Lafayette Reservoir exhibit on
Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

-- Submitted by Elana O'Loskey

Are you Looking for an Exceptional Level Backyard?
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1259 Larch Avenue, Moraga
4 BD 2.5BA 2102 SF .59 Acre Private Lot $1,975,000

Wonderful single story home on .59 acre private lot located close to top rated public schools.
The well-maintained, updated house features new engineered hardwood floors, new lighting,
stainless steel appliances & more. The "park-like" backyard is great for entertaining & day-to-
day living and it boasts a large lawn area, fruit tree orchard, sparkling pool and sports court.

1259LarchAve.com
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Compass s a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opporturity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages
are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Lafayette teachers

... continued from Page 2

“It felt so good to see Orinda
and Acalanes [and teachers
from other districts] joining in
this,” Jones said.

Lindsey Brown is a parent
of two students in the district.
She not only marched in with
the teachers, she made a pas-
sionate statement to the
board. “The teachers are the
heart of the district. The dis-
trict keeps saying they don’t
have money for teachers. My
view is that teachers are more
important than fancy smart
boards or anything else in the
classroom,” she said.

Superintendent Stephens
said that although there has
been some frustration for
both the teachers and the dis-
trict in reaching an agree-
ment, it ultimately signifies a
deep level of care about the
success of Lafayette schools.
“We know that we are one
team with a genuine sense of

common purpose,” Stephens
said. “The District views this
process as an ongoing dia-
logue about our shared prior-
ities and appreciates the en-
gagement of our community
to understand the issues we’re
working to resolve. We con-
tinue to feel great respect and
gratitude to our amazing and
dedicated staff.”

Stephens adds that the
district is looking forward to
sitting down with teachers
again next week. On Oct. 27,
the District and the Lafayette
Teachers Union will meet with
a mediator. Meanwhile, al-
though teachers strongly pre-
fer to avoid a strike, over 90%
of them indicated they would
do so if necessary. For now,
however, the teachers and the
district are hopeful an agree-
ment can be reached at the
bargaining table.

“We are optimistic that we
can reach an agreement,”
Stephens said.

Correction: In the Oct. 11 article, “Gas Leaf Blower Ordinance
passes first reading at Lafayette council meeting,” a provision
mentioned where homeowners could “sign a release form to
allow a landscape company to use a gas powered leaf blower
on their property” was incorrect. There is no such provision in
the ordinance which allows for homeowners or landscapers to
apply for an exception. According to Anna Tolle, “Use of
gasoline powered leaf blowers is exempt from this section as
follows: (a) When utilized by or at the direction of emergency
responders for the purposes of responding to an emergency, or
necessary to restore, preserve, protect, or save lives or property
from imminent danger of loss or harm; or (b) When used to
clear downed trees or vegetation in areas needing expedient
clearance when necessary to protect public safety, as
authorized by the City.” We apologize for this error.

Lafayette
Public
Meetings
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LAFANETTE

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, Oct. 23, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Oct. 16, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Design Review

Monday, Oct. 23,7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Arts & Science Discovery Room
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“They listened carefully to what |
wanted as my last, forever home.
Never thought | would find it!

They led me each step of
the way. So thankful for their
professionalism, wisdom,

and kindness.

I'm looking forward to exploring
my new community, but most
especially spending time with my
grandsons... Thank you Christine
and Amy for making this happen!”
Diane (and Gracie)

Buyer, Orinda

What Are Your
Real Estate Dreams?

We are here to help you, too!

Christine Gallegos
925.878.2883
DRE# 01896511

Gallegos Boaman Group Amy S. Boaman
925.997.6808

DRE# 01433269

gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com
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LET'S PLAN YOUR FUTURE TOGETHER

GIVE US A CALL TODAY 925997.6808




