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Town Council approves funding agreement for
Smart Signals

By Vera Kochan

The Moraga Town Council ap-
proved two proposed cost
sharing funding agreements
with the Contra Costa Trans-
portation Authority (CCTA), to
design and construct the
Moraga Community Smart
Signals Project, during its Oct.
11 meeting.

The federal government
appropriates transportation
funding approximately every
four years through the Fed-
eral Highway Administration
that flows to the state level
and later is distributed to the
Metropolitan Transportation
Commission (MTC) for use in
the Bay Area. This distribu-
tion is called One Bay Area
Grant, and since it’s in its
third iteration, it is referred to
as OBAG-3. The grants are

meant to improve, among
other things, safety and in-
duce economic development.
“The Town has a total of
8.5 traffic signalized intersec-
tions, with the Moraga Way
and Ivy Drive intersection
shared with the City of
Orinda,” stated Public Works
Director/Town Engineer
Shawn Knapp in his Oct. 11
staff report. “The existing sig-
nal system is antiquated and
needs frequent repair and
servicing. It lacks the re-
quired infrastructure, such as
fiber and cellular/wireless-
based communications, mak-
ing it challenging to imple-
ment traffic signal synchro-
nization and coordination.
The traffic signal systems do
not include signal control and

prioritization technologies to
reduce delays for transit, in-
crease safety for multimodal
users, coordinate evacuation
routes, and reduce emergency
response times.”

CCTA will take the lead
with regards to this County-
wide Smart Signals project
which is intended to unify the
major traffic corridors that
will eventually monitor con-
ditions in real time and help
in managing traffic during
disruptions to the normal
flow.

Thanks to the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act,
2023 (H.R. 2617) sponsored by
Congressman Mark De-
Saulnier, the Lamorinda com-
munities were awarded
$4.185 million in funding for

the Smart Signals System pro-
ject. As such, each municipal-
ity needs to provide its local
matching contribution to
CCTA before starting the de-
sign phase of the project.
Moraga's is $224,845.
Included in Moraga’s
Smart Signals project are the
following intersections: 1)
Moraga Way/Ivy Drive
(shared with Orinda); 2) Mor-
aga Way/School Street; 3)
Moraga Way/Moraga
Road/Canyon Road; 4) Moraga
Road/St. Mary’s Road; 5) Mor-
aga Road/Donald Drive; 6)
Moraga Road/Ascot Drive; 7)
Moraga Road/Rheem Boule-
vard; 8) Moraga Road/Cam-
polindo Drive; and 9) Moraga
Way/St. Andrews
Drive/Camino Ricardo.

MPD officers experience odd noises at the station
in ‘the dead of night’

By Vera Kochan

Just in time for Halloween,
residents at another Lamor-
inda location have admitted to
unexplainable phenomenon
within its walls. This time, the
Moraga Police Department
has acknowledged the strange
happenings within the build-
ing in “the dead of night.”
About four years ago, this
reporter was told by an MPD
member that there were odd
goings-on at the station, but
assuming that it was all a
joke, the matter was dropped.
Then another credible MPD
member recently brought up
the topic again. Chief Jon King
agreed to email all of his offi-
cers about my request for an
interview, and 17-year vet-
eran, Officer Michael Drey-
fuss offered to speak with me.
Arriving at the police sta-
tion for the 8 p.m. scheduled
interview, with no one else in
the building, Dreyfuss did not
waste any time diving into his
experiences. The building was
built in 1958, and Dreyfuss
explained that since 2006, the
police station has always been
on the first floor. However,
the second floor at that time
did not house the town’s cur-
rent offices, but instead held
individual businesses.
Between 2007 and 2008,

Dreyfuss and two other offi-
cers were on duty around
2:30 a.m. one evening writing
their reports, when they
heard an “identifiable noise,”
stated Dreyfuss. “It was the
sound of a woman walking
down the length of the up-
stairs hall above us wearing
high heels. The sound started
at the east end of the building,
passed above us, and stopped
before it got to the stairs. It
was a normal walk - not like
someone in a hurry. We were
100% certain it was high
heels.” One officer checked
the doors at the east end, an-
other checked the front door —
all doors were locked. The
parking lot was empty of cars,
and no one was found up-
stairs. It should be noted that
while the second floor is now
carpeted, Dreyfuss doesn’t re-
call whether there was car-
peting 15 years ago.

And that was just the first
incident. Some time later,
during a Sunday afternoon,
the same sound of high heels
walking from one end of the
building to the other was
heard, only this time it was
down the hall of the police
station on the first floor — no
carpets. An officer who was
working in the evidence room
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came into the hall just as
Dreyfuss entered the building
asking, “Did you see Evelyn
outside?” Evelyn was an MPD
civilian employee who wore
perfume, but not the scent
that the officer smelled.

These were the only two
incidents that Dreyfuss has
experienced at the station.
Another officer arrived dur-
ing this interview, but refused
to even discuss the supernat-
ural, while hurriedly leaving
our company.

Dreyfuss mentioned that
during one of his evening pa-
trols about 14 years ago, he
pulled over a vehicle that was
driving well below the speed
limit. During his questioning,
the driver said that he was a
paranormal investigator
hired by residents who lived
near Rancho Laguna Park.
“He had electronic equipment
both in the front and back
seat of his car,” remembered
Dreyfuss.

This turn of events struck
Dreyfuss as a type of vindica-
tion, because during his rou-
tine patrols around town, he
always "gets a creepy feeling"
when he patrols that section
of Moraga — a feeling of un-
easiness. Although he dis-
closed the street’s name to
me, I chose not to include it in
this article for privacy
reasons.

Dreyfuss asked if I'd like
to go on a ride-along, to which
I agreed, and our first stop
was the Moraga Library. As
we approached the back
parking lot (about 9 p.m.), we
spotted a car just beginning to
leave from the back of the

building. After questioning
the driver, who turned out to
be the custodian, Dreyfuss
asked him, “Any ghosts?” To
which the custodian re-
sponded, “No. No goats. Just
two deer on the hill.”

We proceeded to drive
over to Rancho Laguna Park
in order to lock the restrooms
and the main gate for the
evening. Dreyfuss rolled
down both driver and pas-
senger side windows before
he left me sitting alone while
he was securing the restrooms
for the night. Other than
spotting a couple of deer in
the middle of the park’s lawn,
there was no accounting why
I began to suddenly smell cig-
arette smoke inside the vehi-
cle. At that moment, I decided
to take a picture toward the
darkness of the park and
came up with a bright orb in-
side the police car. When
Dreyfuss returned, I showed
him my photo, and we were
both rather speechless. I told
him that I could send him the
photo so that he could exam-
ine it on a larger screen, but
he replied, “I don’t want to see
it any bigger than it already
is.” There was no logical rea-
son for the cigarette smoke
odor, because smoking is not
allowed in a police vehicle,
and neither Dreyfuss nor the
partner he shares the vehicle
with smoke.

I, for one, have no plans
to visit Rancho Laguna Park
in the evening ever again. If I
can poach from Edgar Allen
Poe’s The Raven,
“Nevermore!”

When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

Mike Rosa

Now that's teamwork.
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Sunday 10am-4pm.
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