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Hopeful & Optimistic: Will
13 be the lucky number?

By Sharon K. Sobotta

|
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Lafayette school District teachers picket at Plaza Park.

As Lafayette bustled with early
trick-or-treaters during the
city’s annual downtown pre-
Halloween event on Oct. 27,
teachers picketed in the down-
town plaza and outside of Stan-
ley Middle School while cross-
ing their fingers that a deal
would be struck at the negotiat-
ing table.

Kristi Gingrich is a third-
and fourth-grade teacher at
Lafayette Elementary School
and the president of Lafayette
Education Association. “We’re
in the first of hopefully one me-
diation meeting with negotia-
tors from the district and the
state at the district office. We
are staying positive and hope-
ful that we can come to a reso-
lution today,” Gingrich said as
she stood beside a dozen other
teachers, while the negotiating
meeting was still in progress.
“We got a text update that
things were moving in a posi-
tive direction. We just want the
mediator to see our presence
and see how committed we are
to getting a fair contract.”

Teachers standing along-
side Gingrich wore shirts say-
ing #StudentSuccess and
chanted “Students First” and
“Lafayette Strong” as a steady
flow of drivers and passershy
honked and cheered them on.
When asked to talk about the
slogans and chants, Gingrich
reiterated that the contract
teachers are seeking — which
boils down to a 14% raise,
credit for years of service, and
more comprehensive health-
care coverage for families —is
about the students.

“The misconception is that
this contract is for us. It’s really
all about the kids,” Gingrich
said. “We’ve seen a drop in
teachers wanting to work here.
In order to hire and retain the
best teachers for these stu-
dents, we have to offer compet-
itive compensation. We see the
difference when people don’t
stay or we can’t fill positions.”

Scott Moe, a fifth-grade
teacher at LES was at the nego-
tiating table. Moe said that al-
though he wasn’t at liberty to
share the details until mem-
bers had voted and a final
agreement is ratified, he is feel-
ing hopeful. “We had a produc-
tive meeting with the mediator
and are discussing a possible
agreement with LEA members
at this time,” Moe said.

The Lafayette Education
Association members were still
in the voting process as Lamor-
inda Weekly went to print. Al-
though Moe stopped short of
revealing specific information,
he did confirm that a viable of-
fer is under consideration: “In
past sessions we did not feel
that we could stand behind the
offer made and did not bring it

to our membership for ratifica-
tion. The impasse process was
positive and we feel that we
reached a good settlement for
our LEA members.”

Even if there’s a bit of a
waiting game while the LEA
votes are tabulated, teachers
seem to be breathing easier
and carrying a sense of hopeful
optimism as they wait for the
final word. “I am very proud of
how LEA came together to
show the district that we are a
strong unified team. We fought
hard for what we felt was right
for our students and teachers
and with the support of many
community members made our
message heard,” Moe said. “We
appreciate the support from
the community; I really think it
helped make a difference!”

There is some speculation
that perhaps there will be a
meeting in the middle between
the district’s offer of a 12%
raise and the teacher’s ask for a
14% raise — with a 13% raise.
However, neither the teachers
nor the district confirmed that.
Either way, it seems the im-
pending contract may be days
away from being settled. If
there is a need to return to the
bargaining table, the next
meeting will happen on Nov. 9.

Meredith Ranahan is one
parent who is crossing her fin-
gers that the teachers get a
great contract. As the daughter
of a PE and science teacher and
a self-described beneficiary of
great teachers during her own
formative years, Ranahan has
deep respect for teachers
everywhere. “[As a society], we
pay so much for so many ca-
reers, but the people who are
teaching our children and help-
ing to shape them into produc-
tive [citizens of the world] are
not being honored,” Ranahan
says. “My children love school
and they love learning. That’s
what our teachers in Lafayette
make possible by setting up a
nurturing, loving learning en-
vironment.”

Ranahan has a second-
grader at LES and a sixth-
grader at Stanley. “It was a
dream for Lyla [my daughter]
to get Mrs. Marsden as a
teacher. She loves following in
the footsteps of her brother
who also had Mrs. Marsden,”
Renahan says. “She feels like
her teacher understands her.
That’s the kind of teachers we
have in Lafayette — teachers
that make children excited to
go to school and learn.”

Correction: In a previous
story, we referred to the LPIE
acronym incorrectly. The cor-
rect words in the acronym are
Lafayette Partners in
Education.

In the season of thankfulness, come and
join us to honor and give thanks to our
police and fire personnel for all
they do for our communities.

Moraga Police Chief Jon King, and
Moraga Orinda Fire chief Dave Winnacker have accepted
our invitation and will be there with some of their staff.

We will also have the honor of the presence of Mayor Renada Sos
to help say thank you to these amazing individuals.

Location: Serbian Church - 1700 School Street, Moraga

Date & Time: November 13th at 5:00PM

Cost: $45 per person (includes Thanksgiving dinner prepared
by our very own Moraga Town Bakery)

Last chance to sign up is November 9th.
Reservations mandatory.

If interested, please make a reservation on lamorindamovers.org
or call 925.376.6622 and leave a detailed message with name
and phone number.

*For those who not do not drive, the Lamorinda Spirit Van
will bring you and take you home.

*Compliments of the Lamorinda Movers.

| amorindaMovers.com
925.376.6622

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

£

LAFANETTE

City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Nov. 13, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Nov. 20, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Design Review

Monday, Nov. 13, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Arts & Science Discovery Room

Providing An Elevated Real
Estate Experience
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Just Sold
Just Sold

6430 Valley View Road, Oakland
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,634 SqFt | .22 Acres
Represented Buyers

224 Seclusion Valley Way, Lafayette
5 Bed | 4.5 Bath | 3,828 SqFt | .79 Acres
224 SeclusionValleyWay.com

Work With Us!

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336

BRYDON & IVES

REAL ESTATE TEAM

bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is
intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already
listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.




