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Community gathers for an early Thanksgiving breakfast in Lafayette
By Jeff Heyman
Filled with soaring seasonal harp music and be- who’s who of locals feasted on a sunrise breakfast, disabilities and their families in our community.
decked in floral displays, Lafayette’s Veterans Memo-  beautifully laid out in the expansive Veterans Memo- And, as invocations and benedictions were deliv-
rial Center - radiating warmth against the early rial building. ered, it was the community that was foremost in peo-
morning autumn chill outside, was filled on Nov. 7 City officials, small business owners, educators ple’s minds. Best summed up by Lafayette Chamber’s
with Lamorindans eager to begin the holiday season.  and, of course, residents got to know each other justa Executive Director, Sara Regan, the Thanksgiving
Some 130 early-risers mingled with their fellow little bit better on what would otherwise have been breakfast — and the entire Thanksgiving holiday - is
neighbors at the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce’s just another chilly November morning. The break- about the community coming together and offering
44th Annual Community Thanksgiving Breakfast. fast’s keynote presentation was devoted to Las Tram-  thanks for all that we have. She’s right, as we look
Traditionally, the breakfast rings in the holiday sea- pas, a local nonprofit organization which since 1958 back during this Thanksgiving, we really do have so
son in Lamorinda and this year was no different: a has provided services to people with developmental much to be thankful for right here in Lamorinda.
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Autumn craft-making brings kids to the library
By Vera Kochan

The month of November brings to mind colorful leaves, hot chocolate, and
Thanksgiving. On that note, Moraga Librarian Nirit Schnitzer and Librar-
ian Assistant Emily Ferne offered kids the opportunity to attend a free
Autumn Crafts event on Nov. 16.

In keeping with the theme of the season, kids could color a white pa-
per acorn and write on it what they were thankful for. The finished prod-
uct was turned over to library staff to be hung up in the children’s area.

Leaf People were made with precut, multi-colored, paper maple
leaves for the bodies and pipe cleaners for the arms and legs. Crayons,
markers and colored pencils were on hand for any detail-work, such as
facial features.

Pre-printed white paper mugs were available for the kids to decorate
with stickers and large balls of cotton, which stood in for marshmallows
on their hot cocoa “mugs”. It was noted, for those tykes who have a vivid
imagination, that the “marshmallows” were not edible.

You can’t celebrate Thanksgiving without the obligatory turkey. Paper
plates served as the bodies while different colored, paper feathers were
attached to bring the bird to “life.” Googly eyes gave the doomed-for-
Thanksgiving-dinner bird that extra frantic appearance.

As is typical with those parents and nannies that brought younger
children, the adults wound up partaking of the assembly process and ap-
peared rather pleased with their results. Oh, to be a kid again!

Maya (7) and brother Lucas (3)
are proud of their Autumn Craft
creations
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Lafayette teachers’ contract ratified with unprecedented solidarity

By Sharon K. Sobotta

Lafayette Teachers may not
have gotten the full 14% raise
they asked for, or additional
health care coverage, but they
did get 13, which was a per-
centage of a concession on the
district’s part and recognition
of all of their years of service
as educators, which many of
them say, will be a game
changer. Teachers and allies in
other districts are crediting
the unprecedented amount of
coalition building and orga-
nizing with the strides they
made.

California Teachers Asso-
ciation Staff Representative
Rosemary Louissaiant, who
represents teachers in Pitts-
burgh, Antioch, Clayton Valley
Charter, Contra Costa County
and John Swett United, was
among the supporters. “I've
seen this kind of solidarity in
other districts before but this
was the first time I've seen
something like this in
Lafayette,” Louissaiant said

during a solidarity action
ahead of the contract being
reached. “We know that the
teacher shortage is real. We
need to pay teachers the best
we can so we can support our
families and stay in the pro-
fession. We don’t want our
classrooms to be revolving
doors. We want people to stay
committed. And in order for
that to happen, we need to
prioritize our students, and to
do that we need to prioritize
our teachers.”

In the end, 13 proved to be
the lucky number for settling
the one-year contract. On Nov.
8 after the Lafayette Education
Association members voted,
the year-old contract was rati-
fied. And while no party got
everything they asked for,
there’s a sentiment among
teachers of being relieved that
an agreement has been
reached and happy to have
been made “whole-ish” for
now. The new agreed upon

contract recognizes the teach-
ers’ collective years of service
in the profession, which im-
pacts the pay raise schedule
for many of them. The teach-
ers union conceded on their
wish for more inclusive
healthcare coverage and the
district raised their offer from
12 to 13%.

Kristi Gingrich, a third-
and fourth-grade teacher and
the president of the Lafayette
Teachers Association, believes
strongly that the community
support and educator solidar-
ity had a direct impact on
meeting the ultimate goal of
reaching a contract.

When the contract was
settled, Gingrich said she and
many of her colleagues felt in-
credibly relieved. “We’re ex-
cited to put the negotiation
process behind us and move
forward. We [teachers] con-
ceded on our +1 healthcare
ask, the district gave us an ad-
ditional 1% in salary. We feel

like our hard work hasn’t gone
unnoticed. We think having
the community and fellow
teacher support, and coordi-
nated plans of action and be-
ing so organized as teachers
for the first time in many
years really helped us,” Gin-
grich said. “Being united with
teachers in other districts and
with the community is what
helped us move the needle a
little bit towards a fair con-
tract. We needed to work to-
gether to have a voice and be
fair and be strong.”

Lafayette School District
Superintendent Brent
Stephens says the district is
just as excited as the teachers
to move forward. “The 13%
raise reflects the district's
strong commitment to our
teachers and staff. We value
and recognize our outstanding
Lafayette educators and the
many contributions they make
to our students' education,”
Stephens said. “Throughout

the bargaining process the
district has appreciated our
ongoing engagement with the
Lafayette Education Associa-
tion, the voices of all our
teachers, and the active par-
ticipation of the Lafayette
community in our public
schools.”

The negotiation process
for next year’s contract begins
in March. Many may be
watching to see if the needle
towards a fair contract moves
even a little further to add in
the missing ingredient of more
healthcare coverage. Till then,
teachers from across the Bay
have made their position
clear. They are sticking to-
gether.

“We all stick together.
We’re here to help our broth-
ers and sisters,” Bob Carson,
the president of the Antioch
Teachers Association, said
while standing in solidarity
with Lafayette teachers at a
board meeting.

Council recognizes longtime LLL.CF Executive Director Needel upon retiring

By Lou Fancher

The city council and members
of the Lafayette community at
the Oct. 23 council meeting
honored Beth Needel, Executive
Director of the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center
Foundation, upon her retire-
ment. Mayor Carl Anduri
thanked Needel for her contri-
butions over the past 10 years,
recalling at the time she was
hired a Lafayette Vista head-
line: “Impossibly, Impressively
Qualified.” Anduri said because
it was in the news publication
Vista “it had to be true” and it
described the skills she brought
to Lafayette. “What you brought
was a real spirit to get things
done, a real understanding of
the community and the desire
to serve all ages in the commu-
nity,” Anduri said.

The presentation had be-
gun with Needel introducing a
short video created for the
foundation over the Labor Day
weekend in 2022. On the video,
a number of people expressed
appreciation for the library,
highlighting in their comments
that “it is teaming with oppor-
tunities and offerings accessible
to all people,” and suggesting “a
thriving library is the key to a
healthy community” that “pro-
vides a sense of belonging to
all” and is “a stress reliever.”

Rita Iorfida in public com-
ments made in person at the
meeting spoke as a founding
board member of the library to
Needel’s reliability and said,
“She’s always come through for
us.”

Iorfida was swiftly sec-

onded by Karen Mulvaney, who
said Needel brought “exactly
what was needed” to the foun-
dation and was “a tremendous
team builder.” Needel’s rela-
tionships within the commu-
nity, Mulvaney said, were ex-
emplary and had “blossomed”
while her focus from day one
had remained always about the
group, the people who came to
the library, more than about
Needel herself.

LLLCF president Lisa Spei-
gler first met Needel virtually
during the pandemic. “Beth
was a person who dug deep to
bring us back to what the 1i-
brary really offers: a sense of
place, a sense of connection;
grounding our community at a
time when we needed just that.
The programs and events that

Beth and her team spearheaded
during the pandemic kept the
foundation running and thriv-
ing.” Speigler specifically men-
tioned the Virtual Night held at
the library that at the time was
“groundbreaking, creative,
thoughtful, and made people
feel like a community.” Needel,
she suggested, was a visionary
who brought programs such as
the Swell Center that benefits
teens, pre-teens and now,
seniors.

Suzy Pak was on the Foun-
dation board’s hiring commit-
tee 10 years ago when Needel
was a candidate for the execu-
tive director position. She re-
membered thinking that while
Needel would be coming from a
leadership position with Oak-
land Zoo, the library was a

home for people, not animals.
She wondered about possible
outcomes, then realized ani-
mals and people have in com-
mon the same need for care,
nurturing, and maximum use
of resources. Thanking Needel
for her contributions that ex-
panded the vision of what the
library could be, she said,
“You’re a great ambassador of
Lafayette.”

In a phone interview two
weeks later, Needel said her de-
parture from the library is
timely. “I've been there 10-and-
a-half-years and I think every
person has just so much excite-
ment and creativity to put to-
ward any job. I thought fresh
leadership would do the orga-
nization good.

... continued on Page 5
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We are looking forward to 2024
with enthusiasm! Interest rates
look to be stabilizing, buyers
and sellers' pent-up needs are
building. This all spells a very

brisk upcoming Spring market.
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Proper preparation is crucial for the best price!
I can be of great assistance in helping you prepare
your home for sale. My 20 years experience
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organizational system provide for seamless results.
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Parks, Trails and Recreation
Commission provides annual
update to city council

By Lou Fancher

A panel of Parks, Trails and
Recreation Commissioners
brought a department update
to the council at the Nov. 13
meeting. Following the intro-
duction of the commissioners
by PTR Commission Chair Ali-
son Hill, Parks Subcommittee
chair Grace Dixon highlighted
the strengths that could be ap-
plied to all city committees
and subcommittees. “Lafayette
is a sought-after city that
thrives due to our small and
mighty and knowledgeable
staff, and its strong partner-
ships with our dedicated
volunteers.”

The PTR department in-
cludes the Trail, Park, Com-
munity Center, and Hamlin
Nature Park subcommittees.

Dixon emphasized that the
committee’s partnerships with
local organizations are vital
and lead to memorable events.
Among the partners men-
tioned were the Youth Com-
mission, Senior Services Com-
mission, Community Founda-
tion of Lafayette, Chamber of
Commerce, Lafayette School
District, East Bay Regional
Park District and the East Bay
Municipal Utility District,
neighboring cities and others.
Green hills, great schools, and
good teamwork is the result of
the collective energy and con-
tributions, according to Dixon.

Hamlin Nature Park Sub-
committee member Justine
Parmelee spoke on three ini-
tiatives as examples of the
work performed by the sub-
committee. Lafayette Commu-
nity Center Playground’s ren-
ovation when opened in 2024
will offer a larger footprint,
improved accessibility for tiny
tots and others. The Leigh
Creekside and Gazebo Con-
ceptual Design has moved for-
ward with funding support,
and the safety and experience
on the area’s recreational
trails has been improved with
new signage and trail markers
enhanced by QR codes.

Key accomplishments fea-

tured in the presentation
ranged from the Brook Street
Play Area Renovation to the
Parkland Acquisition, a Rain
Garden Partnership with the
Creeks Committee, the Ex-
panded Childcare and School
Bus Service, and more.

Challenges facing the
committee continue to be
funding for land acquisition,
repairs or replacement of ag-
ing facilities, and the environ-
mental impacts on parks and
trails as the Lafayette commu-
nity continues to grow. Main-
taining the current system is
requiring all of the resources
and the PTR continues to fall
short of their goals. One bright
light was a report that the
recreation program is self-
sustaining and this year broke
the past records by generating
$2 million in revenue.

Council questions from
Mayor Carl Anduri began with
what the demands for com-
munity playing fields will be
as the population grows and
where those fields might be
located. With limited flat
spaces, the shortage is an on-
going challenge the depart-
ment continues to address. Ef-
forts to expand the hours and
bolster the durability of the
current fields through mea-
sures such as additional light-
ing, artificial turf and other
means have an impact, but it
is limited. Ideally, adding
more land to the system would
result in the largest
improvements.

Mayor Anduri com-
mended the department’s ef-
forts during the pandemic to
increase the childcare support
programs and safe activities
for youths. He read a procla-
mation thanking the many
volunteers who keep the trails
safe and maintain them year-
round, especially the Save
Mount Diablo Trail Dogs,
whose work has resulted in
January 30, 2024, being de-
clared by the city as “Trail
Dogs Day.”

Just Sold with 5 offers and $275,000 over asking!
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JUST SOLD: 1259 Larch Avenue, Moraga
4 BD 2.5BA 2102 SF Sold for $2,250,000 1259LarchAve.com

COMING SOON: 7 Juniper Way, Moraga
4 BD 2.5BA 2112 SF $1,695,000 Coming on the market end of November.
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Clients love our Compass Concierge program!

Are you thinking of selling next year? We are already starting prep work on homes now
for the new year. With Compass Concierge, you can get up to $40,000 for any home
improvements. We would love to hear from you and be of help!

Anya Gorman Elena Hood
[:Lilz | Anya@Orinda.com  Elena@Orinda.com
|_1 J Fela Hioain 415.747.1835 925.254.3030
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DRE 02095784 DRE 01221247

Compass s a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled
e from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition.sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All
measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Lafayette once again
receives excellence in
financial reporting
certificate

Photo courtesy city of Lafayette

Lafayette’s Assistant Adminis-
trative Services Director Jen-
nifer Wakeman shared a
plaque with the city council at
its Nov. 13 meeting after the
Finance and Budget office re-

ceived its eighth consecutive
certificate of achievement for
excellence in financial report-
ing. The awarding organiza-
tion, the Government Finance
Officers Association, repre-
sents public finance officials
throughout the United States
and Canada. To promote ex-
cellence in financial reporting
the GFOA developed the Ex-
cellence in Financial Report-
ing Program. “The certificate
is the highest form of recogni-
tion a public agency can re-
ceive for their financial re-
porting,” Wakeman said. “I
want to thank the finance staff
who works with integrity and
diligence every day.” — J. Wake

Lafayette
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City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Nov. 27, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Dec. 4, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Design Review

Monday, Nov. 27, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Arts & Science Discovery Room
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We are grateful to be part of this special place.

Christine and Amy
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Moraga employees win county-wide walking challenge

By Vera Kochan

The Municipal Pooling Author-
ity, which provides workers’
compensation insurance and
liability coverage to municipal
employees, held its first ever
Fall Walking Challenge 2023,
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346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
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which spanned the month of
October and was officially over
on Oct. 31. Of the 14 Contra
Costa teams that participated,
10 employees from the small
but mighty town of Moraga
came in first place with 322,334
average steps per day. Orinda
came in second with 294,958
and Lafayette placed fifth with
246,865.

On an individual basis,
Moraga Police Department
Support Services Coordinator
Cathy Ghiselli came in first
place, out of 385 participants,
with a month-long total of
913,352 steps (29,463 average
steps per day).

According to MPA Admin-
istrative Program Coordinator
(and point of contact for the
Wellness Program) Azalea
Wrylie, several of their mem-
bers were interested in partici-
pating in some type of walking
challenge. With the blessing
from MPA Chief Administrative
Officer Linda Cox, the event
had its first trial run with only
Martinez taking part by using
the Pacer app. The initial at-

tempt was a success, and any
feedback from Martinez proved
invaluable to incorporating the
Walking Challenge into the
Wellness Program.

“The idea behind the
Walking Challenge is to en-
courage healthy movement
with your team/co-workers,”
explained Wylie. “You work
with your team to earn the
most steps, competing against
the other members who are
participating. In the end, the
goal is to build a new walking
habit by way of some friendly
competition. Research shows
that something as simple as
walking more often can help
not only your physical well-
being but also your mental
well-being.”

Participants’ steps were
recorded through the Pacer app
and were automatically aver-
aged. Top walker, Ghiselli re-
ceived a Fitbit, while Team
Moraga will receive a yet to be
determined mystery prize, and
each team member will also
receive a certificate and an
Iron Flask Sports Water Bottle

of their choosing. The town will
receive a plaque, and of course,
bragging rights.

Besides Ghiselli, Team
Moraga included: Senior Main-
tenance Worker Jose Limon,
Engineer Technician/Inspector
Justin Jerome, Part Time Ac-
counting Technician Steven
Thomason, MPD Officer Fabiola
Hernandez, Public Works Se-
nior Administrative Assistant
Jeanet Lara, Town Manager
Scott Mitnick, Planning Direc-
tor Afshan Hamid, Assistant
Planner Alistair Fortson, and
Senior Accountant Sylvia Wells.

“Cathy, in our Police De-
partment, deserves the most
ink and attention,” stated Mit-
nick. "She was the lead
‘walker’ and organizer for
Team Moraga. This may seem
like a silly thing that MPA does
to promote healthy employees,
reduce sick leave usage, and
lower operating costs. How-
ever, it really does serve to
make our employees aware of
their lifestyle and personal
health. It also helps to promote
teamwork and bring our em-
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Photo courtesy Municipal Pooling Authority

Certificate awarded to the
town for winning Fall
Walking Challenge 2023

ployees closer together.”

Mitnick added, “It should
be mentioned that by lowering
use of sick leave due to having
healthy employees, we are able
to provide our taxpayers higher
levels of service at a lower
cost.”

“The Fall Walking Chal-
lenge had such a great
turnout,” said Wylie. “We will
be hosting another walking
challenge in April 2024.”

Author Dan Hanel discusses local history at MHS event

By Vera Kochan

Award-winning mystery novel
author Dan Hanel offered in-
sight into some of the local his-
tory of Contra Costa County
during his Nov. 5 presentation
for the Moraga Historical Soci-

When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Parenting Coach in Lamorinda - Patricia Camras

Do You Find Yourself
Frustrated With...

Your kids not listening?
Getting your kids out the door on time?
Having to nag your kids to do their homework?

Your kids whining instead of cooperating?

Your FREE Discovery Call

thepositiveparentingcoach.com | 925-899-9282

ety’s speaker event at the Ha-
cienda de las Flores.

Hanel’s historical mystery
series, “In the Shadow of Dia-
blo,” has earned him accolades
as the “2019 Next Generation
Indie Book Award Winner for
Best Series.” The fact that his
fictional main character is a
science teacher comes as no
surprise in that Hanel has per-
sonally received the “Eukel
Teacher Trust Award for Out-
standing Teachers of Contra
Costa County,” in addition to
being named “Distinguished
High School Science Teacher
for the State of California.”

The Brentwood resident’s
four novels combine fact with
fiction while bringing to life
heavily researched, historical
locations near Mt. Diablo and
weaving a past/present story-
line. Hanel’s first novel, “Mys-
tery of the Great Stone House,”
is based on Brentwood’s John
Marsh, who with no actual cre-
dentials, became California’s
first doctor and first American
settler in Contra Costa County.
After amassing a fortune from
crops, ranching, and the fur
trade, Marsh built his 7,000
square foot stone mansion. His
brutal murder in 1856,
prompted his long-lost son,
Charles, on a quest spanning a
decade to bring the killers to
justice.

Marsh’s daughter, Alice, by
a second marriage, was re-
sponsible for the naming of
Orinda. While married to Oak-
land’s William Camron, their
land purchase was named
Orinda Park after Alice’s fa-
vorite, 17th century, English
poet Katherine Fowler Philips,
also known as, The Matchless
Orinda. Rumors of a fortune in
hidden gold help to drive this
novel’s plotline.

Hanel’s second novel,
“Death at the Healing Waters,”
explores the west coast’s most
famous 1920s resort called By-
ron Hot Springs. Built on hot
springs and salt flats, the hotel
was originally constructed to
provide people with the oppor-

tunity to “partake of the heal-
ing waters”, which were adver-
tised as a cure-all for a variety
of medical issues. As its popu-
larity grew, the rich and fa-
mous of the day came for a re-
laxing and restorative getaway.
The fact that the location was
so remote, prohibition never
came knocking on its door.
When the Great Depression
took a toll on everyone’s wallet,
the resort eventually became
the Army’s Camp Tracy during
WWII and was converted into a
secret interrogation center for
Japanese and German Naval
officers. At the center of this
novel’s intrigue is a missing,
legendary 137 carat diamond.

“Ghosts of Black Dia-
mond,” Hanel’s third novel,
refers to the Black Diamond
Coal Mine near Antioch.
Thanks to the population boom
of the Bay Area in the 1800s,
coal was considered a valuable
commodity in its day. Founded
by Noah Norton, the town of
Nortonville sprouted up near
the mines in order to house the
workers and their families. It
was populated by mostly Welsh
immigrants, some of which be-
longed to a secret society based
on ancient philosophy and
mystic symbolism with ties to
medieval legends such as King
Arthur. These symbols can be
found on many of the head-
stones in the adjacent Rose Hill
Cemetery. Sarah Norton,
Noah’s wife, was the town’s
midwife who attended over
600 cases without losing one.
She died at the age of 68 in a
runaway buggy accident while
en route to a birthing. Known
as the White Witch, it is said
that her spirit haunts Rose Hill
Cemetery.

Hanel’s latest novel, “Be-
neath the Tangled Vines,” in-
volves Contra Costa County’s
once burgeoning wine indus-
try. By 1904, there were dozens
of vineyards and wineries dot-
ting the land surrounding Mt.
Diablo. Martinez, Clayton, and
Pleasant Hill, among so many
more, added to the wine indus-

Photo Vera Kochan

Historical mystery author,
Dan Hanel, signs his books

try with their plentifully pro-
ducing vineyards. San Fran-
cisco was a mecca of wine
warehouses, counting at least
27 until the 1906 Earthquake
destroyed all but one with fires
that were fueled by the alcohol
within. The California Wine
Association, which held a vir-
tual monopoly over the indus-
try, decided to consolidate and
move to Point Molate in Rich-
mond to build Winehaven --
the largest winery in the world.

Not to be left out of the
wine business, Saint Mary’s
College had moved from San
Francisco, to Oakland, and
eventually to its present loca-
tion of Moraga, and under the
name Christian Brothers began
its altar wine production at a
vineyard they named Villa de
La Salle in Martinez. It was a
small money-making hobby
until they realized that the
wine was so good they decided
to move Christian Brothers to
Napa in order to step up pro-
duction for commercial
purposes.

“Beneath the Tangled
Vines” contains mysteries that
revolve around Chinese immi-
grants and secret underground
tunnels; a cryptic message in a
peculiar bone box; and a for-
tune in missing wine.

For more information
about Dan Hanel visit:
danhanel.com.
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Town Council authorizes Phase 2 of
Laguna Creek Restoration Project

By Vera Kochan

Photo courtesy Moraga Public Works Dept.

Example of periodic Laguna Creek flooding at the Hacienda

The ongoing Laguna Creek
Restoration Project, located at
the Hacienda de las Flores, is
entering Phase 2 which in-
volves removing the existing,
undersized culvert near the
Pavilion and restoring a nat-
ural channel for improved
flood protection for the Pavil-
ion and other facilities in the
area.

In October 2020, the Town
council awarded BKF Engi-
neers a contract to complete
the Phase 1 design plans (up
to 65%). According to the Nov.
8 staff report by Public Works
Director/Town Engineer
Shawn Knapp, Senior Civil
Engineer Bret Swain, and As-
sociate Civil Engineer Edri-
anne Aguilar, “The 65% Plans
display how the proposed de-
sign will restore the natural
stream channel and expand
capacity to accommodate a
100-year flood, including the

30-foot-wide vehicular bridge,
decomposed granite trail, and
the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act (ADA) parking stall
relocated to the front of the
building.”

Additionally, “the 65%
plan set includes details for
the grading and striping of
the relocated ADA parking
stall; cross-sections of the
proposed new creek channel;
structural plans for the pro-
posed bridge; and an erosion
control plan.”

In August, the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) had approved
arevised Phase 2 federal
share of funds of up to nearly
$1,681,995 for the town to
proceed with 100% design,
bid support, and construction
engineering. The total federal
share has now increased to
$1,808,810, and the non-
federal share for all phases is

$999,723. The total estimated
project cost by FEMA is
$2,808,533.

Phase 2’s project scope
includes obtaining necessary
environmental permits; coor-
dinating with utility agencies
for any needed relocation
work; completing 100% plans,
specifications, and estimates;
providing technical support
during bidding; and providing
technical support during
construction.

If this coming winter’s El
Nino weather predictions are
correct, the Hacienda can ill-
afford to go through yet an-
other flood damaging episode
such as last season. “The
drainage culvert interfaces
with other assets in the area,”
according to the staff report.
“Failure of the culvert to ade-
quately convey storm runoff
waters induces flooding of
those other assets, such as the
adjacent roadway, trails,
hardscapes, and buildings.
The flooding can then lead to
a cascade of other failures
and damage to other assets.”
As a worst-case scenario, if
the Hacienda facilities re-
quired shutting down due to
flood related damages, the
town could risk losing nearly
$25,000 in monthly rental
income.

The Town Council voted
4-0, with one recusal (Kerry
Hillis), in favor of amending
BKF’s services agreement to
increase their contract by
$60,170 due to their indica-
tion that costs have risen due
to project delays related to
obtaining FEMA Phase 2 ap-
proval, in addition to high in-
flation. The council also au-
thorized Phase 2 (100% de-
sign, bid support, and con-
struction engineering sup-
port) to proceed.

925-377-0977
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Holiday Tree Lighting

Moraga Commons Park
November 30
6:30 - 7:30pm
Moragarec.com

PARKS & RECREATION

te CHlicteracke

California Academy of Performing Arts (CAPA)
presents the Nutcracker Ballet & Concerto
at Campolindo HS Performing Arts Center, Moraga
December 07-11, 2023.
Tickets on sale now capashows.eventbrite.com

Kiwanis offers sweet way to support

the community
Submitted by Steve Woehleke

The Kiwanis Club of Moraga
Valley has sold See’s candy
during the holiday season
every year since 2010, and

Photo provided
Kiwanis Club members celebrated the store opening on Nov.
17 at the Rheem Shopping Center.

their fundraiser store opened

Nov. 17 in the Rheem Shop-

ping Center near CVS.
Kiwanis is all about char-

ities, youth organizations and
families in need, and what
better way to support the
community, give a helping
hand to those in need, and
spread the cheer of See’s
candy than by shopping at the
Kiwanis store. Hours of oper-
ation are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
through Dec. 23.

Thanks to the generous

| support of the community

members, over the past four
years the club has donated
over $200,000 to local organi-
zations. Please join the Kiwa-
nis Club of Moraga Valley
once again, to both give back
to the community and to
share the magic of See’s can-
dies during the holidays.

For more information
about the See’s store and who
Kiwanis serves, visit

www.moragavalleykiwanis.org.

Bay Area

BAD Drainage, Inc.

INC.

Have You Checked Your
Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

M
l-'-i"*

925¢377+9209 (73

. . . Frov®
visit our website

www.bayareadrainage.com

continued from Lafayette

Council recognizes longtime LLLCF
Executive Director Needel upon retiring

... continued from Page 2

I could have done the job for-
ever, but you can get comfort-
able and stagnant. I just felt it
was good for me and good for
the organization to bring in
someone new.”

Although she’s at an age
when some people retire,
Needel is not considering that
the primary option ahead. She
plans to reacquaint herself
with treasured activities — first
mentioning walking “Goldie,”
the beloved rescue dog whose
full name is Golda My Dear (a
clear riff on the late Golda
Meir, who was the fourth
prime minister of Israel) and
jokes the family pet is her
“nonprofit-style gold perk” be-
cause she was allowed to bring
the dog to work every day.
Other hobbies such as reading,
playing guitar, puttering
around with clay, and traveling
are also on the horizon. She’s
serving on several boards and

a task force and says, “I'm go-
ing to take the next six months
and see what comes my way. I
know that every time I open up
to something new, really cool
jobs come my way.”

Needel is most proud of
having established the Swell
Center, where she said kids
meet kids from outside of their
own schools or inner circles
and people interact in-person
in real time, not on cell
phones. With the library foun-
dation conducting a search for
a good fit for the “next big
thing, whatever that is,” Needel
said the staff is “strong, with
really smart women in the
foundation office, so every-
thing is fine.”

Asking to offer a few, final
comments, Needel expressed
gratitude for the community
and its spirit. “Lafayette is a
small town with great aspira-
tions. Everybody has this can-
do attitude, which is infectious.
Covid changed everybody, but
people in Lafayette sill want to
gather. I remember that first
day, when the library re-
opened to allow visitors from
the public. Those first people
who walked through the door,
taking that first step back to
reality, it was incredibly
moving.”

Mayor Anduri during the
meeting presented Needel with
a proclamation and read it into
the record.

Town Council Wednesday, Dec. 13, 6:30 p.m.
Special Town Council Wed., Dec. 6, 6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission: Tuesday, Dec 5, 6:30 p.m.
Park and Recreation Commission:
Tuesday, Dec. 11, 6:30 p.m.

éOF Mo

TOWN OF MORAGA

STATE OF THE TOWN

Mayor's Lunch Address. ...«
SPEAKER: MAYOR RENATA SOS - -

TOPIC: A RETROSPECTIVE ON 2023
AND VISION FOR 2024 AND BEYOND é

DATE: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2023
Ve S e
TIME: 11:30 AM-1:30 PM "

DATE: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2023 =

COST: $35 (SINGLE TICKET) OR _
$500 (SPONSOR A TABLE) 3

RSVP: MORAGA.CA.US/50THANNIVERSARY i
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See public meetings schedule on these
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

9 Berrybrook Hollow, Orinda

$5,450,000 | 9Berrybrook.com

Share your thoughts, insights
and opinions with your
community.

Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

6 BR | 5F & 2H BA | 6,350+ SF | 2.4% AC
Main House | Guest House | Studio Apartment

www.lamorindaweekly.com

READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

Chris & Tracy have your new home!

1277 Bollinger Canyon Road, Moraga

4 BR| 3 BA| 2,500+ SF | 11+ AC
2 Solar Greenhouses

Offered at $1,785,000 | 1277bollinger.com

Chris and Tracy have been providing expert Real Estate Leadership in Lamorinda for over 3 decades.
Call us at 925.766.1447 to schedule your private tour of either of these wonderful homes.
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented

herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Wednesday, November 22, 2023

Chris Swim
Tracy Keaton
DRE. 00943989 | 01051349
925.766.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

COMPASS

City Council Regular Meeting:

Tues., Dec. 5, 7 p.m. Orinda Library Auditorium, 26 Orinda Way, Orinda
Planning Comm.:

Tues., Nov. 28, 7 p.m. Orinda Library Auditorium, 26 Orinda Way, Orinda
Supplemental Sales Tax Oversight Commission

Wed. Dec. 13, 6:30 p.m Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 22 Orinda Way

PAMPER YOUR PET

i+t men &, Ourexquisite overnight boarding in a loving

. #_ home welcomes dogs 20 pounds and under.
\ With personalized care, your beloved pet will
relish in comfort, play, and affection.
Discover peace of mind for both you and
:I your pooch today.

" i‘ / (925) 694-0981
1--..|. rr r-i---/’

info@Iittleredbarnsmalldogresort.com

707-532-2468

GET A FREE INSPECTION

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices

A tied City Council keeps Zoom

comments alive in Orinda

By Sora O’Doherty

Owing to the excused absence
of Council Member Janet Riley,
the Orinda City Council split
two to two on a vote to pro-
hibit public comments at City
Council meetings to be made
via the Zoom meeting plat-
form. Because the vote was
tied, the measure failed to pass
and as a result public com-
ments via Zoom will continue
to be allowed during city
council meetings.

City staff had asked the
council to modify their meet-
ing protocol in order to disal-
low public comments to be
made via Zoom during council
meetings in an effort to avoid
episodes of “Zoombombing”
that have been experienced in
other jurisdictions, including
some Country Costa cities such
as Lafayette. The Zoom plat-
form has permitted individu-
als, often anonymously, to in-
terject comments of an ob-
scene, hateful or derogatory
nature into public meetings.

City Attorney Osa Wolff
explained to the council that
their meetings are considered
under the law to be limited
public forums. Wolff said that
the council cannot prohibit
critical speech, or even ob-
scenity or profanity, unless it
reaches certain thresholds.
While there are limits to free-
dom of speech, for example
speakers cannot encourage vi-
olence or disrupt a meeting,
she pointed out that “often
very shocking speech is so
hateful that it is difficult to
make a decision in real time.”
Mayor Inga Miller agreed that
it puts a heavy burden on staff
to identify it correctly when it
is occurring in real time.

In the long discussion that
followed, there was some con-
fusion as to what the council
was being asked to vote on.
Council members discussed
ceasing to use Zoom at all,
while staff was only asking
that comments during meet-
ings not be allowed to be made
on Zoom. Comments would
continue to be available in
person, in writing, and via
email.

The ability to make com-
ments during public meetings
via Zoom has led to instances
of what has become known as
“Zoombombing,” in which a
speaker, sometimes anony-
mously, makes remarks of an
obscene or defamatory nature,
including hate speech, that
may not even be related to
anything on the meeting
agenda. Such speakers may
not be local, in fact may not
even be residents of the same
city, state or country as the
meeting venue.

Nevertheless, council
members Brandyn Iverson and
Latika Malkani felt that they
would prefer to honor the
principle of freedom of speech
over protecting the council and
its audience from negative
comments. Seven written
comments were submitted in
response to the proposed ban
on Zoom comments. The writ-
ten comments came from
Charles Porges, Joel Libove,
Steve Cohn, Leslie Hudak,
Charles Brotman, Kathleen
Robertson and Kathleen Finch.

All seven comments were
against the action. The com-
ments mentioned that Orinda
has not yet been subjected to a
Zoombombing incident, but

City Manager David Biggs said
that staff was trying to be
proactive, and that of the ju-
risdictions that have been
Zoombombed, many did intro-
duce a ban thereafter. He
noted that other jurisdictions
within Contra Costa County
have been subjected to hateful
comments via Zoom.

In terms of how much a
potential ban on Zoom com-
ments would affect the num-
ber of comments received by
the council, City Clerk Sheri
Smith reported that an infor-
mal survey she conducted, the
city had four Zoom comments
over the last five months, or 10
meetings. Miller reported that
at the Mayor’s conference,
about half of Contra Costa ju-
risdictions reportedly have
discontinued or never offered
the ability to comment via
Zoom.

Vice Mayor Darlene Gee
concluded that although the
city had given Zoom comments
a fair trial after returning to
in-person meetings, it was
hardly used. Miller said that
one of the reasons she was
willing to go down this path
was because of the support of
staff. Adding that she had had
a lot of reservations, she could
see that comments from out-
side Orinda, outside the state
of California, even from out-
side the country could be seen
as taking time away from the
management of the city.

With Council Member
Janet Riley not present to vote,
the final vote was 2-2. Wolff
noted that procedurally, be-
cause the vote was tied, the
measure failed.

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda
Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm

Annual study shows no increase in
Sudden Oak Death east of the
Berkeley-Oakland hills

By Sora O’Doherty

The results of the 2023 Sudden
Oak Death (SOD) Blitzes were
released on Nov. 17 by Matteo
Garbelotto of the UC Berkeley
Forest Pathology and Mycol-
ogy Laboratory. Each year

Suzanne D’Arcy

Open Studio

Saturday, Dec. 2 & Sunday, Dec. 3, 1lam to 5pm
1036 Country Club Dr., Ste 210, Moraga

citizen scientist volunteers
collect symptomatic foliage in
their local communities in or-
der to track the rate of SOD.
The samples are then tested at
University of California,
Berkeley. This year there
were 28 district locations
across central and northern
California. Over 10,000 trees
were surveyed over 145,000
acres and 1,900 samples were
turned in for analysis by the
more than 400 volunteers who
were trained online and as-
sisted in the blitz.

Owing to last year’s wet
winter, it was expected that
there would be an increase in
the SOD pathogen, but, fortu-
nately, infection rates only in-
creased in a few regions, in-
cluding Sonoma, Carmel/Big
Sur and the West Peninsula.
Rates in the East Bay and else-
where were relatively con-
stant.

The areas east of the
Berkeley-Oakland hills were
mostly devoid of active out-
breaks. However, outbreaks in
the northern and western
parts of the East Bay were nu-
merous and included UC
Berkeley property, North

Berkeley and El Cerrito. Plant
nurseries, including the UC
Berkeley Botanical Garden
and Tilden Park were
negative.

However, it is possible
that SOD will steeply increase
in the next year, and UC
Berkeley Forest Pathology and
Mycology Laboratory recom-
mends that for residents with
coast live oaks, Shreve oaks or
black oaks on their property,
this may be the time to ac-
tively protect trees. First and
foremost, oak owners are ad-
vised to eliminate small and
medium sized bay trees up to
20 inches in diameter with
canopies within 15 to 30 me-
ters from the trunk of an oak
tree. For high value trees,
treatments with phosphite in
conjunction with gypsum
amendments may also be rec-
ommended, and pruning of
large branches or of stems at
the end of November should
be avoided.

Further information
about the annual survey and
results, including videos on
how to protect trees, may be
found at sodblitz.org

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your
community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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Wishing all of my clients,

friends and neighbors

\49 a bountiful holiday.

T There 1s so much

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents. oy BN 10 be thankful for!
GUARANTEED '
FREE In-Home Inspection, Integrity O Knowledge ¢ Results

Frank Woodward
Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

©2023 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento EXFERIENCE VOE CAN TEUST
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Orinda recognizes
Transgender Day of
Remembrance

By Sora O’Doherty

As a matter for the good of the
city, the Orinda City Council
on Nov. 7 issued a proclama-
tion in recognition of Trans-
gender Day of Remembrance.
The proclamation was ac-
cepted by Hen King of Lamor-
inda PFLAG. PFLAG is an or-
ganization of LGBTQ+ people,
parents, families, and allies
who work together to create
an equitable and inclusive
world and was founded in
1973.

Mayor Inga Miller read
out the proclamation, which
acknowledges that all people
deserve respect for their dig-
nity, safety and well-being
through the promotion of
equal and fair treatment for
everyone; and members of the
transgender community are
valued and productive mem-
bers of the city of Orinda and
contribute to its progress,
compassion and prosperity.
However, the proclamation
goes on to say that transgen-
der people continue to face
high levels of discrimination,
fear, stigmas and bias that can
fuel abuse and violence
against people who identify as
transgender.

Transgender Day of Re-
membrance helps bring pub-
lic awareness to hate crimes
against transgender people
and honors the memory of
those harmed and killed by
senseless acts of violence each
year and on this day of obser-
vation, Orinda commits to
moving forward together to
promote inclusion, equity and
understanding toward trans-
gender people, the proclama-
tion continues. In conclusion,
it states that the city of Orinda
benefits from the diversity of
its population and seeks to
promote inclusion of all peo-
ple as a testament to the
shared values of dignity, eq-
uity and fair treatment for
everyone without regard to
gender identity or expression;
and through its laws, policies
and practices condemns acts
of violence.

Photo courtesy City of Orinda

King spoke of her journey
of acceptance as a transgen-
der woman, and her family’s
understanding. King, a
founding member of PFLAG,
an organization dedicated to
helping LOBTQIA+ people,
noted that “You never know
whose life you may change or
even save just by being kind
and respectful.” She ex-
pressed her sincere gratitude
to the city for the
proclamation.

King then spoke about
Kaylee Scott, a United Airlines
flight attendant who passed
away in March at the age of 25
by suicide. King quoted
Scott’s last social media post,
which read, “As I take my final
breaths and exit this living
earth, I would like to apolo-
gize to everyone I let down. I
am so sorry I could not be
better. To those that I love, I
am sorry I could not be
stronger.”

Miller thanked King for
sharing the memory. “These
incidents of suicide are so
devastating to the entire com-
munity and have been perva-
sive in the community, unfor-
tunately,” she added. The
mayor said that Elsie Mills of
the Rainbow Community Cen-
ter had brought the Transgen-
der Day of Remembrance to
the attention of the council
and worked with the city on
the draft proclamation.

Council Member Latika
Malkani also thanked King for
coming on short notice and
sharing her personal stories
and for “reminding us that
embracing acceptance and
tolerance and kindness is a
way to make all of our com-
munity members feel safe and
included and it is the way that
we build our community.”

The presentation of the
proclamation can be viewed
in full on the Orinda City
Council’s YouTube video of the
meeting at
www.youtube.com/live/
kCTu5dHK21Q?si=4idrBp
F54Eu2AGEw

), www.certechpest.com
(925) 300-1094

GIIIEII PEST PREVENTION
& TERMITE PROTECTION

ONE MONTH FREE rare specias . $50 OFF
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Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Before

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* Facelift * BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
Facial Implants * Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

Neck Lift o Fillers )
Nose Surgery (JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMAG®, Restylane®)

Brow Lift * Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a nationally

recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic surgeon, opened

a private practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve Lamorinda

patients. Specializing entirely in the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is

nationally recognized for providing patients with beautiful, elegant,

and natural results. TAM I, LE .,"‘

Matthew Tamplen, MD FLAEY TTIT
Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION

96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Double Board-Certified
Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.
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Two school lockdowns in Orinda after burglary, bomb threat in same week

By Sora O’Doherty

Usually calm Orinda found two
of its schools caught up in
lockdown events during the
week of Nov. 12. On Tuesday, a
home invasion robbery on
Moraga Way resulted in a mas-
sive response from the Orinda
Police Department as well as
support from surrounding
agencies.

Two suspects were ar-

rested at or near the scene, and
Glorietta Elementary School,
although a couple of miles
from the crime scene, was
placed on lockdown in case the
third suspect might try to take
cover there. Orinda Union
School District Superintendent
Aida Glimme reported that all
the protocols that have been
put in place for school safety

worked perfectly, and the com-
munications with Orinda Po-
lice Chief Ryan Sullivan were
excellent.

Then, in an unrelated inci-
dent, Miramonte High School
had to be evacuated the fol-
lowing day. Principal Ben
Campopiano reported that at
4:15 p.m. the OPD received a
telephone call from an uniden-

tified individual who stated
that a bomb had been placed in
a bathroom at the school. OPD
immediately notified Mira-
monte administration, who
evacuated the school facilities.
Students and families were
on campus for after-school ac-
tivities, including the NorCal
Championship Water Polo
matches. After a search of the

campus and an investigation
into the anonymous call, OPD
confirmed at 5 p.m. that there
was no threat to the campus,
and all activities, including the
boys and girls water polo
matches, could safety resume.
Campopiano thanked local law
enforcement for their quick
and effective response to the
situation.

Canyon fire re-ignites community action
By Chris Lavin

The Nov. 1 Canyon fire leveled this home.

In the aftermath of the three-
alarm fire that suddenly broke
out in Canyon last month,
awakening residents — most of
whom evacuated immediately
to Pinehurst Road and beyond
—the community is now com-
ing together to hone battle
plans for what may come.

“It’s not a matter of
whether it will happen again,
it’s a matter of when it will
happen again,” said Jamie
Barret Riley, president of the
Canyon Community Associa-
tion, at a meeting Nov. 6.
About 70 people attended the
emotionally charged meeting.
“Everyone should be
prepared.”

The fire on the night of

Photo Chris Lavin

Nov. 1 burned one house to
the ground within minutes,
and threatened nearby houses
and the entire unincorporated
area, then in dry conditions.
Twenty-seven emergency ve-
hicles from five departments
responded to the 10 p.m. fire,
including Moraga-Orinda Fire
District, ConFire, CalFire,
EBMUD, East Bay Regional
Parks and Oakland Fire De-
partment. The cause of the fire
is “undetermined,” said MOFD
Battalion Chief Lucas Lambert,
the commander at the scene,
but started in the house.

Its sole resident at the
time, Kathleen Mantha, ar-
rived home with her house al-
ready ablaze.
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Dylan Huber, her next-
door neighbor, was the first to
respond. Shortly after Huber’s
slippered feet hit the ground,
Casey Swanson and his son
Orion were driving home
from soccer tryouts when
Orion told his dad to stop.
Swanson jumped out of his car
to help Huber while Orion ran
up the road to knock on every
door he could find.

An immediate evacuation
became apparent, with neigh-
bors checking on neighbors
and residents staging cars on
Ridgecrest Road for a possible
trip down through Indian Val-
ley and into Moraga, as egress
through Pinehurst likely was
blocked.

“The first thing I did was
bang on two walls that were
not yet on fire, yelling her
(Mantha’s) name,” Huber said.
When he determined no one
was inside, he grabbed a
shovel and other tools to try to
extinguish the flames. “I
looked up and it was suddenly,
just, huge. I don’t know how
high it was. But you can’t see
the top of a ball of flames.”

Neighbor George
Schneller had spotted the
large orange glow and imme-
diately called 911. Soon, a
handful of neighbors had
joined the fight as others
started to evacuate, with
Schneller directing cars com-
ing down near Canyon’s post
office onto the old railroad
tracks as emergency vehicles
had blocked the direct way
out. Spot fires progressing up
the hillside were being put out
by Canyon residents when
firefighters arrived.

Canyon, the unincorpo-
rated community near Moraga
that is home to roughly 215
humans and thousands of
redwood and highly flamma-
ble bay trees, has seen fires in
the past. Those who evacuated
the scene recalled helping to
fight the Oakland Hills Fire in
1991, when it threatened to
come down toward Orinda
through Indian Valley.

“I've fought some,” said
longtime resident Ian
Llewellyn, holding up four
fingers.

At the community meeting
following the fire, residents
related their experiences and
many said they were glad they
had “go bags,” or emergency
bags by the door holding their
most important valuables and
papers. “Everybody should
have one,” said Karen Pickett,
the association vice president.

The community also
talked about what didn’t go
right. Why weren’t the town’s
sirens set off? Why did the

emergency phone tree fall
apart? Protocol for the sirens
has been changed: Now they
mean go out and see what’s
going on. And many residents
who had their phones turned
off for sleeping that night de-
cided to figure out how to get
immediate neighbors added to
their “emergency” call list.

“It was a good exercise for
everyone, unfortunately,”
Chief Huber said. “Canyon is a
great community. Everyone
really came together that
night.”

Huber, the first resident
responder to the fire, said his
wife felt badly about taking
their two children and leaving
him behind.

“She did all the right
things,” he said, shaking his
head. “I did all the stupid
ones.”

Chris Lavin is a resident of
Canyon. She and her husband
evacuated safely along with all
other Canyon residents who ei-
ther evacuated or sheltered in
place.

BE SAFE DURING 2023 STORM SEASON
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Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820

Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Lafayette Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Oct. 29 - Nov. 11

Alarms 35
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 17
Traffic 12
Suspicious Circumstances 9

911

8

Suspicious Subject 18
Suspicious Vehicle 1
Service to Citizen 35
Patrol Req./Security Check 14
Public/School Assembly Check 7
Supplemental Report 19
Vacation House Check 27
Welfare Check 20
Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations
Accident Property

Police Department
Auto Burglary

3900 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

90 Block Silverwood Dr.
Dui Misd

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (4)

800 Block Reliez Station Rd.

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Ct.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Ace Hardware
Reckless Driving

Pleasant Hill Rd./Reliez Valley Rd.

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.

Old Tunnel Rd./Windsor Dr.

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

St Marys Rd./Rohrer Dr.

Oak Hill Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Tc - Property Damage

500 Block St. Mary's Rd.

Police Department

3300 Block Springhill Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Leslyn Dr./Goyak Dr.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Condit Rd.

900 Block Hawthorn Dr.

Reliez Station Rd./Beechwood Dr. (2)

Moraga Rd./Moraga Blvd.

3900 Block S Peardale Dr.
Trespass W/ Vehicle

30 Block Lucas Ranch Ct.
Other criminal activity
Burglary

3900 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3900 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Commercial Burglary

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.
Fraud False Pretenses

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

900 Block Dewing Ave.

3600 Block Robertson Rd.

3100 Block Lucas Cir.

40 Block Woodbury Highlands P1.
Grand Theft

900 Block Village Center (2)
Identity Theft

1000 Block Manzana Pl.
Petty Theft

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1000 Block Brown Ave.
Petty Theft Bicycle

900 Block Village Center
Shoplift

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

3600 Block Nordstrom Ln.
Disturbing The Peace

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1St St./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Drunk In Public

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Music

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Noise

Bickerstaff St./Dewing Ave.

Loud Party
600 Block Lucas Dr.
Public Nuisance
3700 Block Highland Rd.
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Garden Ln./Laurel Dr.
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism
1400 Block Rancho View Dr.
1000 Block Carol Ln.
3900 Block Franke Ln.
700 Block Tanglewood Ln.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Other
Animal Cruelty
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
H&S - Possession Of Paraphenalia
Happy Valley Rd./Deer Hill Rd.
Panhandling
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Unwanted Guest
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Violation Custody Order
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Oct. 17 - Oct. 30

Alarms 1

911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 0

Traffic

Suspicious Circumstances 3

Suspicious Subject

Suspicious Vehicle 7

Service to Citizen 3

Patrol Req./Security Check 1
4
8
0
5
1

Public/School Assembly Check
Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Accident Property
Hodges Dr./Camino Pablo
Campolindo High School
Dui Misd
St Marys Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Rheem Blvd./Glorietta Blvd., Ori
Excessive Speed
Rheem Blvd./Redwood Ln.
St Marys Staging Area (2)
St Marys Rd./Bollinger Canyon Rd. (2)
Rheem Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Moraga Rd./Moraga Way (2)
Rheem Blvd./Fernwood Dr.
Canyon Rd./Sanders Dr.
Moraga Rd./Buckingham Dr. (3)
Moraga Rd./St Marys Rd.
Moraga Way/School St.
St Marys College
Library
Reckless Driving
Moraga Rd./Campolindo Dr.
Tc - Fire And Amb Enroute
Fernwood Dr./Donald Dr.
Tc - Property Damage
Rheem Valley Shopping Center
Other criminal activity
Forge
20 Block Echo Hill Ln.
Identity Theft
300 Block Fernwood Dr.
1900 Block St Marys Rd.
Petty Theft
Safway
Petty Theft From Veh
Police Department
Residential Burglary
600 Block Augusta Dr.
1700 Block St Andrews Dr.
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Noise
Hacienda
Loud Party
50 Block Campolindo Ct.
100 Block Quintas Ln.
Vandalism
Joaquin Moraga Int School
1100 Block Moraga Way
Other
Animal Cruelty
Rheem Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Mentally I1l Commit
Not Available
100 Block Miramonte Dr.
1900 Block Ascot Dr.
Threats
30 Block Freitas Dr.
Trespass
St Marys College (2)
Trespass W/ Vehicle
100 Block Moraga Rd.

NRINIA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report
will be back
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Decorated and decadent brownies
make a festive dessert

By Susie Iventosch

When the sweet tooth hits, it’s
hard to go wrong with a good
old-fashioned brownie! They
check all of the boxes — rich,

Photo Susie Iventosch
Brownies with Cranberries, White Chocolate and Pistachios

sweet, chocolate and deca-
dent. This is a really fun twist
on your favorite brownie
recipe and it’s festive for the

holidays. White chocolate
chips, dried cranberries and
roasted pistachios add a bit of
chewiness and crunchiness.
To top off the goodness, I like
to add white chocolate icing
with more goodies decorating
the top for a holiday flair.

This is our favorite
brownie recipe, but you can
use any brownie recipe you
love best, even if that means
box mix brownies, and then
add the goodies. And, if you
are not a huge white chocolate
fan, you can substitute dark
chocolate chips and frosting.

When it comes to white
chocolate, though, be sure to
buy real white chocolate, one
made with cocoa butter and
not just white baking chips. If
you cannot find the chips,
then find a white chocolate
bar and cut it into small
chunks, and that will be per-
fectly satisfying!

INGREDIENTS
Brownies

4 ounces bittersweet chocolate, chips or chunks

2 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa powder
1 cube unsalted butter

Dash of salt

1/2 cup granulated sugar

2 eggs

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1/2 cup unbleached flour

1/2 cup coarsely chopped roasted unsalted pistachios

1/2 cup white chocolate chips (best if you can find actual
white chocolate and not white baking chips)

1/2 cup dried cranberries (pour 1 cup boiling water over for
15 minutes to plump up, then squeeze out excess liquid)

Frosting

1/2 stick 2 oz. unsalted butter, softened to room temperature
4 oz. white baking chocolate melted and cooled

1 cup confectioners powdered sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 tablespoon milk +/-
Toppings
1/2 cup dried cranberries

1/2 cup coarsely chopped roasted unsalted pistachios

DIRECTIONS

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our
website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com [f you
would like to share your favorite
recipe with Susie please contact
her by email or call our office at
(925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Preheat oven to 350 F. Grease or spray an 8-inch baking pan. Set aside.
Put the dried cranberries for the brownie batter in a bowl and pour 1 cup boiling water over
them. Let them sit for about 15 minutes to plump up and then squeeze excess liquid from

cranberries. Set aside.

Melt bittersweet chocolate, cocoa powder, and butter in medium-sized pot over low heat on
the stovetop and stir until well blended. Remove from heat. Add salt and sugar and stir until both
are dissolved into the chocolate-butter mixture. Add two eggs, one at a time, mixing thoroughly
after each. Stir in flour and vanilla and mix well. Fold in chopped pistachios, white chocolate

chips, and cranberries.

Pour batter into the prepared pan and bake in a 350-degree oven for 18 minutes. (If you use a
glass baking pan, reduce heat to 325 and bake slightly longer.) Test with a cake tester and if
brownies still seem too wet, bake for one minute longer. If they seem just right, turn off the oven
and leave them in the oven for another minute. The brownies should be just slightly wet in the

center when they are done baking.

Remove from oven and cool completely on rack. Once completely cooled, spread frosting
(recipe below) over the entire pan of brownies. Sprinkle dried cranberries and chopped

pistachios evenly over frosting.
Frosting Directions

In a medium-sized bowl, cream together melted, cooled white chocolate and butter until
fluffy. Beat in powdered sugar until integrated. It will be a bit lumpy at this point. Add vanilla
and milk, and beat well. You may need a little more or less milk, to get to the desired spreading

consistency. Spread over cooled brownies.

Peter Pan Foundation production of
‘Beauty and the Beast’ opens Dec. 2

By Ashley Dong

Photo Ashley Dong

Singing teapots, nosy townspeople, and danc-
ing silverware will come to life through the
performers of the Peter Pan Foundation (PPF)
this winter. On Dec. 2, 9, and 10, the Lafayette-
based nonprofit will proudly present “Beauty
and the Beast.”

In this classic Disney movie-turned-
musical, an enchantress curses a young, arro-
gant prince into the body of a hideous Beast.
To teach him a lesson, the spell cannot be bro-
ken until the Beast learns to love another and
earns her love in return, and until then, he is
forced to live alone in his castle. Meanwhile, in
a nearby village, Belle, a spirited, sharp-witted
girl longs for a life beyond what the townspeo-
ple have in mind for her. When her father is
taken prisoner by the Beast, Belle bravely takes

her papa’s place. Together, in the enchanted
castle, both Beauty and the Beast finally dis-
cover what they are looking for.

“I suggested ‘Beauty and the Beast’ for our
winter show because it has a beautiful mes-
sage and is such a wonderful, family-oriented,
feel-good musical,” Rehearsal Manager Kirsten
Torkildson said.

This year, there are three casts of per-
formers of all backgrounds and ages — the
youngest performer is 5 years old; the oldest is
46 — and the show is directed by PPF’s founder,
Leslie Noel Hansen. In addition to the three
full-length shows, there will be an In-Concert
Performance featuring the powerful voices of
PPF’s adult performers on Dec. 2 at 5 p.m.

“Our talented performers are putting their
all into the characters, and I am confident that
this performance will be nothing short of
beautiful,” Production Assistant Larrolyn Pat-
terson Parms-Ford said.

All four performances will take place at
the PPF home. Although unaffiliated, PPF
shares its rehearsal and performance space
with Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in
Lafayette, in a building not originally designed
for theater. However, Leslie uses this uncon-
ventional space to her advantage.

“PPF is very fortunate to have Leslie as a
director because her vision and the magic she
can create in unique spaces is amazing. Our
set-up makes the show more special because it
pulls the audience right into the story, so they
feel like they’re a part of the magic,” Torkild-
son said.

With every musical, song, and interaction,
the performers of PPF bring a spirit of philan-
thropy. “The heart of the PPF is about giving
back to those in need. We are dedicated to for-
ever finding ways to always be the most loving,
inclusive, inspiring safe space we can be,”
PPF’s website states.

... continued on Page 12
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Acalanes Flag Football team finishes 2nd in North Coast Section

By Jon Kingdon

Photo provided

The Acalanes Flag Football team celebrates after defeating College Park to win the DAL and
move on to the NCS tournament.

Despite starting from scratch,
the high school flag football
season turned out to be surpris-
ingly successful for the players,
the coaches, and the team’s
supporters. Many of the teams
were richly stocked with play-
ers and then there were teams
like Acalanes that had a roster
of 17 players, yet finished the
season with a 13-5 record, win-
ning the Diablo Athletic League
championship over College Park
6-0, and finishing second in the
North Coast Sectional champi-
onship game, losing to Clayton
Valley 12-6 in overtime.
Initially it was a battle just
to get a head coach for the
team. When Victor Silva
stepped up, he called a number
of people like Mike Ivankovich,
Joe Escobar, Steve Seidler, Erin
Wong, and Tom Shoeinhair and
asked them to just give him the
time that they could, and they
all served as assistant coaches.
“They all had other team re-
sponsibilities and I could not

have done it without them,”
Silva said. “My goal was to
make sure that everyone was
happy, and I just had a fantastic
time.”

The work of the staff was
not lost on senior co-captain
Jenna Steele. “It was a very ex-
tensive coaching staff that all
had their own areas of exper-
tise which allowed us to split up
and do multiple drills at the
same time, working within our
individual positions,” Steele
said. “So, having all of them to-
gether really presented us with
a wider picture of what we
could learn and allowed us to
go more in depth at each
position.”

Ivankovich, a longtime
coach and first-time flag foot-
ball coach spoke glowingly of
the character of the girls on the
team. “Having only 17 players
was not quite enough for prac-
tice and games,” said
Ivankovich. “To make it to the
NCS championship game, com-

peting against large Division I
schools, was an amazing ac-
complishment for such a small
group of kids who had never
been coached in football and
were there because they wanted
to be, and it was one of the best
coaching experiences of my
life.”

Silva shared that sentiment:
“If you would have told me af-
ter our first practice that we
were going to make it to the
NCS championship game, I
would still be laughing.”

The roster included 11 se-
niors led by Steele who jumped
at the opportunity to join the
team. “I was really excited to
hear that Acalanes was starting
a flag football team,” Steele
said. “My dad is a really big
football fan, so I grew up
watching football games. Five of
the girls on our team this year
were on my powderpuff team
last year, but we were all really
new to the sport and at that
point, I definitely had not

thought that we would have
gotten as far in the playoffs as
we did because it was a little
rough at first.”

Despite the lack of experi-
ence with football, most of the
girls brought were athletes that
were able to carry those skills
over to the football field. “Our
players are exceptional people
that are very smart, and they
absorbed everything,”
Ivankovich said. “There was a
compounding effect of their ac-
quisition of knowledge and un-
derstanding about football be-
cause they were able to handle
more than one idea at a time,
facilitated by their knowledge
of defense acquired from play-
ing basketball, lacrosse and
soccer. Our girls made up for
any lack of experience with just
this incredible commitment and
dedication to each other and
the team and bringing such a
high athletic IQ and just their
overall intelligence.”

Thus, the players were able
to pick things up quickly. “We
had to learn how to break down
and pull flags, how to throw
and catch the football and all of
the super basic skills,” Steele
said. “By the end of the season,
we're running our routes and
making crazy catches. Our de-
fense was very solid, and we
learned how to read the quar-
terback's eyes and make inter-
ceptions. We also watched game
film which our parents would
shoot to see where we made
mistakes and that was also very
helpful.”

As in many sports, the de-
fense was ahead of the offense.
“Our defense came together
from the very beginning,”
Ivankovich said. “We had a
good plan on defense but in the
end, the plan is only as good as
the players, and it was there
from the very beginning. We

only had three touchdowns
scored on us three times all
season along with three
shutouts.”

The defense was led by se-
nior linebackers Steele, Ella
Thomson, and Alana Brinkman.
“The girls always struck me as
so mature, and they were tough
as hell in the way that they
would play through things,”
Ivankovich said. “It's impossible
for football to not be physical
and our girls were physically
and mentally tough.”

The coaches also went the
extra mile: “Mike and Joe
watched a ton of film on our
opponents so in every game, we
knew what the other team was
going to do on offense and that
is another reason why our de-
fense was so good,” Silva said.

It took a while for the of-
fense to catch up to the defense,
but it all came together soon
enough. “We really pushed
hard to improve our offense
and installing the option really
helped us become more dy-
namic,” Ivankovich said. “We
used two quarterbacks, seniors
Addie Martin and Zoya Acuna
who split time most of the sea-
son, but all the girls improved a
lot on offense throughout the
season. Kelly Todhunter, who
played running back, was an
explosive athlete who was a
catalyst for a lot of things on
our offense.”

The co-captains of the team
were Steele and Addie Martin.
“It was basically the entire
team, but Jenna was our key
spokesperson,” Ivankovich said.
“She would take over the
pregame coin toss, correct the
officials and even yell at the
man on the sidelines handling
the down box if he was doing it
wrong.

... continued on Page 12

Campo boys water polo wins D-2 NorCal
Championship; Mats suffer close loss in D-1 final

By Jon Kingdon

Campolindo boys team

Though disappointed at just
missing playing in the Division I
NorCal Tournament, finishing
third in the NCS championship,
Campolindo did have the satis-
faction at being named the No.
1 seed in the Division II tourna-
ment. After defeating Rocklin
14-9 and San Luis Obispo 14-4
in their first two games, Cam-
polindo, ranked 40th nationally,
came away victorious over the
30th ranked Buchanon (Clovis)
High School in the champi-
onship game with a 14-12
victory.

The Cougars played a very
difficult regular season sched-
ule competing against several
teams ranked high nationally.
The Cougars took the challenge
and ran (or swam) with it. “We
really had a trial by fire and the
team responded with our de-
velopment over the course of
the year,” co-head coach Darren
Schroeder said. “The team’s
character was focused and in-
terested in developing.”

Even with an extended los-
ing streak late in the season, the
team never lost his composure.
“As coaches, we really did not
have to do anything there,”
Schroeder said. “Our players
are positive, and our captains,
Callen Bronson and Dante Vat-
tuone, are very good leaders
and we kept working and soon
enough, it was behind us.”

=
Photo Shirley DeFrancisci

Schroeder and Yuri Hanley
stressed teamwork over indi-
viduality from the beginning
and it has worked on offense
and defense. “We’re very bal-
anced in terms of goal scoring
among five players and our de-
fense also has a very team-
oriented defensive scheme,”
Schroeder. “That makes it a lit-
tle difficult to pick out ‘stars’ on
the team with the way that they
have developed and play
together.”

Stepping in as the team
goalie, Joey Cecchin kept up the
tradition of strong play in the
goal. “Joey was fantastic. You
know, every time you graduate
a great goalie and Campolindo
has a tradition of great goalies,
you’re really going to miss
some, but it helps when you
know that there’s another tal-
ented player right behind them
coming out.”

Miramonte

After defeating De La Salle
12-10 in the North Coast Section
championship, Miramonte en-
tered the Division I NorCal CIF
championship as the third seed.
The Matadors opened the tour-
nament defeating Saint Francis
17-12 and Bellarmine College
Prep 10-9, setting up the cham-
pionship game against Sacred
Heart Prep. Trailing by one af-
ter three periods, Miramonte
was outscored 4-2 in the fourth

quarter, making the final score
13-10 in favor of Sacred Heart
Prep.

Miramonte had a schedule
that saw them play 11 teams
that were ranked in the top 10
nationally, which was by de-
sign, according to co-head
coach John Nash: “Every year
we set out to play the most dif-
ficult schedule we possibly can
because if we compete against
the best, it'll put us in the best
position to be prepared to play
the North Coast and CIF
playoffs.”

It proved to be an effective
way to help the team handle the
pressure of competition. “We
ended up learning what the
process of winning is like,” co-
head coach Lincoln Nash said.
“It was going to take four quar-
ters of effort and realize that
there are going to be ebbs and
flows every game and you have
to keep a positive mindset the
entire time.”

The goal for the coaches was to
keep the team balanced. “We
talked about staying off the
emotional roller coaster,” Nash
said. “We wanted our players to
stay even keeled, not reacting to
positive or negative things but
to just move on to the next play
which has put us in a great po-
sition for the post-season.”

Cooper Stern who began
the season as a field player, be-
came the Matadors’ starting
goalie in mid-season. “Cooper
has done a really nice job for
us,” Nash said.

Henry Engs, Grant Kurtz,
Oliver Sherwood, Tristan
Tucker, Griff Tunney, Patrick
Stice and Brady Hassett were
major players on the team.
“They all contributed a bunch
as have our substitutes,” Nash
said. “As a freshman, Hassett
did a really nice job progressing
through the course of the sea-
son, earning more playing min-
utes. Ben Lucas also became
one of our top guys off the
bench as a utility player.”

Moraga moms place in
local Triathlon

Submitted by Brad Beal

and she came
in 3rd place
in her age
category (35-
39 years old)
with a time of
1:33:23.
Erin Beal
participated
in her third
triathlon
(sprint dis-
tance), and
she came in
2nd place in
her age cate-
- gory (45-49)
| ﬂ with a time
... of 1:35:12.

Emily Karlberg and Erin Beal Photo provided EmMily and

Moraga moms Emily Karl-
berg (Lieberman) and Erin
Beal both made the podium
at the 2023 Alpha Win Napa
Valley Fall Triathlon held at
the end of October in Napa.
This was Emily’s first
triathlon (sprint distance)

Erin were
joined by friends and fellow
triathletes from Moraga and
San Francisco, and all fin-
ished the race and had a
great time. They are excited
to prepare for their next
triathlon in 2024!

First place for Miramonte
Water Polo JV team

Submitted by Lena Ayoub Van Leeuwen

i | ey
.

Miramonte boys JV Water Polo team

The JV water polo season
for the Lamorinda teams
concluded at the Diablo
Athletic League JV Tourna-
ment on Oct. 28 at College
Park High School. Mira-
monte High School Boys’

Photo Ann Murphy

Water Polo JV team,
coached by Joey Estrada
and Sam Parfitt, took first
place in the tournament,
winning 12-4 over Cam-
polindo High School in the
DAL Championship game.
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Miramonte wins NCS championship with victories over Acalanes

and Campolindo
By Jon Kingdon

Miramonte girls victory celebration

This may have been as domi-
nant a season as the Lamorinda
girls water polo teams have had
in their history. Miramonte,
Campolindo, and Acalanes had
a combined won-lost record of
65-16 but when the games be-
tween each other are removed,
their combined record is 54-3
for a 95% winning record
against non-Lamorinda teams.
The rivalry is a huge part
of the area’s success, according
to Acalanes head coach Misha
Buchel: “That’s a huge part of
it. The community and culture
from the rec teams all the way
up and it provides that great
base of which to build and the
desire to beat your neighbor is

Photo Jane Bordalo

really powerful.”
Miramonte

Following two undefeated
seasons and championships,
Miramonte entered the CIF
tournament as the No. 1 seed
having won the DAL and NCS
tournament with a composite
record of 25-2. After defeating
Acalanes 11-8 in the semifinals,
Miramonte faced Campolindo
for the seventh time this year
and came away with the cham-
pionship by a score of 10-5 for a
combined record of 83-2 these
past three years.

“I'm pretty surprised be-
cause I thought this year was
going to be pretty challenging,”
said head coach John Roemer,

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

who graduated nine seniors
from last year’s team. “We’ve
been up and down so it’s been
hard to figure out who’s going
to show up at some games. In a
way, it’s been a lot more fun
because it’s wasn’t automatic.”

Leading the team have
been seniors Tali Stryker and
Rosalie Hassett. “We wouldn't
be where we were now without
Rosalie and Tali,” Roemer said.
“Their leadership is amazing.
They’ve stepped up not only in
the pool but in leadership roles
in getting the girls focused and
having them understand what
it takes to win a championship.
It’s more than just playing well
—it’s a mindset and the other
girls are beginning to under-
stand that.”

Junior goalie Eliana Bot-
tene really played well as a
first-time starter and was the
MVP in the Rio Grande Tourna-
ment. Other new starters this
year were Audrina Kang, Alden
Coate, Roxy Tarantino, and
Mira Haldar all contributed a
lot along with the starters.
Campolindo

With a roster of only three
seniors, co-captains Ana Pieper,
London Menard and Grace
Gafni, and a solid core of un-
derclassmen, Campolindo fin-
ished the regular season with a
19-7 record and only one loss to
a non-Lamorindan team and
entered the CIF tournament as
the No. 2 seed.

“Their leadership has been

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

outstanding, and the girls really
loved them and a lot of it has
nothing to do with water polo,”
head coach Kim Everist said.

Campolindo would defeat
Arroyo Grande 12-9 and Sacred
Heart Prep 10-9, avenging an
earlier season defeat to make it
to the CIF championship game
but once again, came up short
to Miramonte 10-5.

Still, Pieper and Menard’s
performance in the pool can’t
be overlooked. “Ana’s a killer
on the outside and despite
every team trying to stop her,
she still finds a way to score,”
Everist said. “London’s is a
tremendous center that you
have to run a zone against and
is effective passing or scoring
inside.”

Juniors Nikki and Sammy
Frazier and freshman Lily Hol-
loway have also been forces on
offense and Holloway and
Ainsley Hogan have also been
strong on defense with a num-
ber of steals.

Sydney Kring’s play in the
net has been outstanding but
with 35 steals is a stat not to be
overlooked. “Sydney is very ac-
tive and mobile in front of the
cage,” Everist said. “She’s al-
ways thinking one step ahead
and that one of the things that
makes her a tremendous goal-
keeper and it says a lot about
why we’re in the position we’re
in.”

Acalanes
Coming into the CIF tour-

Page: 11

nament as the five seed with a
19-7 record, Acalanes was com-
ing off a five-overtime win over
Carondelet and defeated Soquel
9-7 after trailing 7-5 entering
the fourth period along with a
number of close wins all sea-
son. “It's a trademark of us in
general, but this group, in par-
ticular, accepts that there's no
gifts,” Buchel said. “We’ve had
solid and consistent efforts
throughout the season.”

The Dons then lost in the
CIF semifinals to Miramonte
11-8, knowing at least that they
were the only team to beat Mi-
ramonte this season, having
done so twice.

The team has been led by a
solid core of seniors, Wendy
Heffelfinger, Brooklyn Plomp,
Sophie Hendrickson, and Liv
Hoppe.

Not to be overlooked is
sophomore Ella Del Rosario’s
season of scoring dominance
with 96 goals along with the
play of freshmen goalie Adelyn
Horciza and field player Finley
Graff. “Our freshmen have
been huge,” Buchel said. “Ade-
lyn has been as good in the goal
as anybody in the area. Finley
has grown up on the fly coming
out of 14 and under water polo.
She’s thrived and been great
offensively and was also willing
when called upon to be one of
our primary matchups against
our opponents’ interior
players.”

Exemplary day for Lamorinda cross country teams

By Jon Kingdon

Photos Jon Kingdon

Miramonte boys cross country

On a dreary rainy day, running
on a slippery, muddy course at
Hayward High School, with the
runners finishing the race cov-
ered in mud, the Lamorinda
boys and girls cross country
teams had a stellar day with the
Acalanes girls and Campolindo
girls and the Miramonte boys
and the Campolindo boys all
qualifying to run in the Califor-
nia State Meet next Saturday in
Clovis, California.

Campolindo Boys and Girls

The Campolindo boys fin-
ished in second place and it
was freshman Clark Gregory,
finishing third overall, who
was the first Cougar to cross the
finish line. “Clark’s been run-
ning really well for us so for
him to finish in third was not a
surprise,” coach Andy
Lindquist said. “He’s been
training and racing so well we
figured that if he just put him-
self out there, he would have a
great performance and he did.

Campolindo’s Shea Volkmer
crosses the finish line

The conditions today were
tough with the runners slipping
and sliding all over the place
but they definitely hung in
there and did what we had to
do to advance. We’ll just re-
group now and hopefully we
can put it together a little bit
more next week.”

The top five finishers for
Campolindo boys were Clark
Gregory (3), Alex Thomasson
(12), Cale Anderson (16), Paulo
Trento (17) and Drew Shogan
27.

The leaders for the Cam-
polindo girls were Shea Volk-
mer, Kate Kabenina and Daisy
Penney. “We had a huge step up
this year from them as our vet-
eran leaders and today it was a
total effort,” Lindquist said.

“It was super slippery the
whole time,” Volkmer said. “I'm
really proud of all the girls and
I'love how we became so
bonded this year.”

The top five finishers for
the Campolindo girls were
Volkmer (2), Kabenina (5), Pen-
ney (7), Sloan Pullen (9) and
Anya Houston (21)

Miramonte Boys

It’s been a magical season
for the Miramonte Boys, having
broken Campolindo’s win
streak at the DAL tournament
and winning the NCS meet and
Asher Patel who finished in
second looked back to see how
far this team had come. “Two
years ago, we finished in eighth
place and my personal best was
less than our number six run-
ner this year,” Patel said. “We
had an amazing group of run-
ners that did not run cross
country last year and this is
their first season on the team. I
knew we had a good team with
Logan Letulle and James Jenk-
ins but I had no idea it was all
going to come together so well
with our first years and fresh-
men doing Cross country.
Everything came together this
year and I'm so thankful for the
leadership from our head
coach Andrew Lewis, Julia Hall,
and Cassie Haskell."

The top five finishers for
Miramonte were Patel (2),
Letulle (6), Jenkins (8), Brenden

Collins (11) and Breydon Collins
(23).
Acalanes Girls

With the victory, it was
more than just the talent of the
Acalanes girls team that was
responsible for their success.
“This was a really special
bunch of girls this year,” coach
Jeff Hutson said. “They’re sup-
portive, collaborative, competi-
tive and passionate with each
other.”

For Olivia Williams who
finished in first as she did two
years ago on this course, it was
particularly satisfying. “It was
so nice to be with the team af-
ter cheering for them on the
sidelines last year. They’re all
my best friends and we’re all so
close and it was great to race
with them.”

The top five finishers for
Acalanes were Williams (1),
Nevis Murphy (8), Anju Sekhon
(18), Cathryn McCormick (23)
and Cameron Powell (26).

Big Game Lunch celebrates 51 years
Submltted by ]ohn (]ack) Flanagan

. Jerry Wendt, one of the

bl firs( original male Cal
=
,1"11-'*_.." -

. cheerleaders, graduated
4 from Calin 1956 and then
started a 50-plus year tra-
dition for an annual Big
Game Lunch the Friday

4 prior to the Cal vs Stanford
football game. Last Friday,
the 51st lunch took place at
Metro in Lafayette. Local
Cal and Stanford alumni
and families celebrated
joyfully together as the
band performed their mu-
sic and their moves.

Orinda resident, Jerry Wendt (center) sports his Cal Cheerleader Sweater in front of the Cal Band.

Your one-call plumber!

Plumbing

i Gas Water & Sewer

* Emergency service

e Repairs & installation

* Video sewer inspection
Copper re-piping
Preventive checkups
Water heater specialist

Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

Stuffed turkey...ok,
stuffed tummy...ok,
stuffed pipes NOT ok.

Be thankful this
Thanksgiving and
stuff right!

' $50 off
any plumbing jOb
| performed by I
I LeapFrog Plumbing 1
1 $225 or over 1
t A cSuporperiob, xp-1/3153

We Hop o It!

Family-owned and serving
. Lamorinda since 1993

green solutions!

. ©9377-6600 £

CA Lic
929641

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com



Page: 12

Lions Peace Poster
contest draws 118
students from
Lamorinda

Submitted by Bob Murtagh
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Photo provided

OIS Winners, from left: Lion Bob Murtagh, Liam
Arndt, Axel Eismann, Sophia Baker, Art Teacher

Sean Ferguson.

Every year the Moraga
Lions Club participates
in an annual Peace
Poster Contest alongside
other Lions Clubs from
over 200 countries. The
2023 theme is “Dare to
Dream.”

Students, age 10-13
years from Stanley Mid-
dle School in Lafayette
and Orinda Intermedi-
ate School, competed for
local prizes, with the

winner from each
school advancing to the
District level which in-
cludes 10- to 13-year-old
students from Alameda
and Contra Costa Coun-
ties. The competition
continues until one in-
ternational winner is
chosen and that student
will be presented a
award of $5,000 at the
United Nations, in New

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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East Bay Warriors team of Lamorinda girls' fundraise
for November's Diabetes Awareness Month

Submitted by Nathaniel Welcomer
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Photo provided

Five Lamorinda girls be-
tween the ages of 8 and
11 who live with Type 1
Diabetes have raised

over $38,000 for the Ju-
venile Diabetes Research
Foundation’s (JDRF) an-
nual OneWalk to find a

cure for T1D.

Lily Griffin, age 10
(Lafayette), Haddie Kel-
lenberger, age 11
(Orinda), Laila Lam, age
10 (Lafayette), Petra
Nadjawi, age 8 (Orinda),
and Eva Sway, age 11
(Orinda) formed a team,
the East Bay Warriors, to
fundraise together for
Northern California’s
annual OneWalk that
took place on Nov. 5 at
Great America in Santa
Clara. They ranked fifth
overall in Northern Cali-
fornia for the amount
they raised, coming be-
hind two colossal com-
panies, Salesforce and

PWC, that also had teams
at Norcal’s annual
OneWalk. Last year, the
East Bay Warriors also
participated in the
OneWalk and ranked
first in fundraising. The
team included three
other girls from Oakland,
Palo Alto, and Modesto.

JDRF has funded re-
search that has made
huge strides in the man-
agement of Type 1 Dia-
betes. The girls and their
families are determined
to find a cure, and JDRF’s
annual OneWalk is a
meaningful way to real-
ize their dream.

Saklan students sing to seniors

Submitted by Emily Williamson

Photo provi;ied

students sang spirited
songs they learned in
music class, including
“Monster Mash” and
“The Purple People
Eater,” to residents,
guests, and staff who had
gathered in the Moraga
Royale dining room. The
students had a wonder-
ful time sharing some of
their favorite songs with
the residents, and loved
seeing the smiles on the
seniors’ faces.

Saklan’s third-grade

shared that she was
“very excited to resume
this yearly tradition” that
hasn’t happened since
the pandemic. She also
mentioned that “singing
to the seniors is the per-
fect activity for the stu-
dents on such an exciting
day, and a great service
learning opportunity.
Singing to the seniors is a
great way to showcase
their learning while giv-
ing back to the
community.”

York City.

Stanley Middle School, from left: Lion Bob
Murtagh, Sophia Moore, Nina Salazar, Ryker

Hassan, Principal Brian Mangold

The Saklan School’s loween with the resi-
kindergarten through dents of Moraga Royale.
third grade students Dressed in their Hal-
shared part of their Hal-  loween costumes, the

teacher, Lisa Rokas,

Submitted by Casey Van Veen

Cub Scout pack 645 with
118 scouts dropped off
door tags asking resi-
dents to leave out non-
perishable food dona-
tions for the Contra Costa
Food Bank. Over the
Memorial Day holiday,
the troup picked up
thousands of pounds of
vitally needed food for
members of the commu-

Cub Scout Bobcats
Lafayette scouted for food

nity who are in desperate
need of nutritious food.

The group met with
Lafayette Mayor Carl An-
duri to discuss local gov-
ernment and how the
rule of law is critical in
modern societies. The
Bobcats had the opportu-
nity to ask questions and
shared valuable ideas
with the mayor.

Photo provided

Communlty Service: we are pleased to make space available whenever
possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit
news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to story-
desk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement, such as a wed-
ding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or about a special person from
Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to 200 words) to story-
desk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations or Remembrances” in the subject line.

Acalanes Flag Football team finishes
2nd in North Coast Section

... continued from Page 10

She was a brilliant leader and someone who
could multitask and be aware of what’s go-
ing on everywhere on the field.”

Steele shared the credit with her team-
mates: “We had a really good dynamic and
we all got really close in such a short
amount of time. I knew I was going to have
fun because I was doing it with my friends,
but I did not realize how much fun I would
have just playing the game. Captaining a
team of a sport that no one had played
before, I had to learn how to involve
everyone even though we were at all dif-
ferent stages of learning to play, and we
all had very different personalities. I've
played other sports that became so com-
petitive that it was no longer fun but in
playing flag football, I always genuinely
enjoyed myself and I really loved the
game.”

There were several highlights during
the season. “My favorite part of the sea-
son had to be our victory over Northgate
in the Diablo Athletic League semifinals
after having lost to them on our senior
night and then defeating College Park in
the championship game,” Steele said. “It
was a really rewarding moment because

we really didn't think we were going to
get there.”

For Silva, it was how the team came
together and making it to the champi-
onship game. “The girls all had different
personalities but when the games started,
we were one,” Silva said. “The quality and
the character of the girls that was the rea-
son for our success. After the loss to Clay-
ton Valley in overtime, some of the girls
were crying but I didn’t cry until I got
home.”

Ivankovich had a wide range of emo-
tions after the final game. “I've never
coached a team like this,” Ivankovich said.
“When people don't hold anything back
and they make a total commitment into
something with an unknown outcome, the
risk is you may not get what you want. We
got almost everything that we wanted to
get out of it but after making it that far
and coming up short, it’s painful. I've
been coaching for 30 years now so I know
that you don’t often get to have this kind
of opportunity. I've never coached a team
like this. The number of things we taught
them was unprecedented for us and it's
only matched by the heartache of not be-
ing able to coach our 11 seniors again. It
was a lot to digest and accept.”

Peter Pan Foundation production of
‘Beauty and the Beast’ opens Dec. 2

... continued from Page 9

The organization especially fo-
cuses its efforts on the UCSF Benioff
Children’s Hospital in Oakland. The
proceeds of its annual benefit musi-
cal, “Wish Upon a Star,” are donated
to the children’s hospital, and over
the years, PPF has raised over
$200,000 for its cause. Additionally,
throughout the year, PPF organizes
visits to the Oakland hospital.
Dressed up as beloved Disney char-
acters, performers have the oppor-
tunity to interact directly with the
patients. Through one of these visits,
PPF met one of its own performers.

In 2018, Benny Williams, now
16, was a patient at the Day Hospital
at UCSF Benioff. During one of PPF’s
visits to the hospital, he met Leslie,
dressed as Elsa from “Frozen.”

“This interaction raised my
spirits while I was in the hospital. I
later joined PPF because I wanted to
help the other kids in the hospital
who were in my situation. PPF has
given me a safe place to be myself,”
Williams said. This December,
Williams will play Cogsworth in
“Beauty and the Beast.”

Like Williams, many performers
have found a home within the orga-
nization. Miramonte senior Janie
Hollerbach is now in her 10th year
with PPF. “Being a performer in PPF
has taught me the importance of
valuing the arts and maintaining
connections with close friends. I
have met so many people through
the Peter Pan Foundation, and I love
how this organization strongly em-
phasizes the importance of repre-
sentation and inclusion,” Hollerbach,
who is playing Babette in the winter
show, said.

The Peter Pan Foundation brings
its magical touch to everything it
does. “The heart and passion that our
performers bring to their perfor-
mances is really special, and I believe
audiences will walk away knowing
that they just experienced something
incredible,” Torkildson said.

The writer of this article is a
member of the “Beauty and the
Beast” cast. Read more about PPF’s
story at https://peterpanfounda-
tion.org. Buy tickets at
www.showtix4u.com/
events/18708.

Classified « Classified « Classified  Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

Custom Quality Fencing
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* Good Neighbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

» Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

JFKvs. CIA
amazon.com

REDWOOD FENCING

925-938-9836

www.jfkvscia.com

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

) cookiorsale  JRSRTREES R Plumbing

Ken's Rototilling ==

& Landscaping

- Drainage systems
installed

- Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations

- Hillside Weed Cutting

www.kensrototilling.com

Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

WE HOP TO IT!
(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$21 per 1/2" classified ad height.

Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com
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Chorale, Nova and Orchestra
David Morales & Julie Haydon, Directors

Sun.Dec 3, 2023 | 4:00pm
First Presbyterian Church of Oakland
2619 Broadway | Oakland, CA

Mon. Dec 4,2023 | 7:30pm
Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church
1801 Lacassie Ave. | Walnut Creek, CA

cantareconvivo.org | ph: 510.836.0789

Don’t miss these festive Lamorinda holiday events

By Sora O’Doherty

Lamorinda organizations will
once again be hosting a wide
variety of festive events and
activities during the month of
December, starting off at the
end of November with an
open house at Orinda’s His-
tory Museum from 5 to 7 p.m.
Nov. 30, featuring home-baked
cookies, soft drinks, wine and
lilting guitar music. Pick up a
unique woven throw showing
Orinda’s old landmarks or a
signed copy of Arcadia’s “Im-
ages of America: Orinda.”
The free annual Tree
Lighting Ceremony will also
be held Nov. 30 at Moraga
Commons Park, starting at
6:30 p.m. with cookies, cocoa
and carols, followed by the
lighting at 7 p.m. and a very

special appearance by Santa.
The Second Annual
Orinda Tree Lighting event
will begin at 6 p.m. Dec. 2 at
the Orinda Community Center,
held in conjunction with the
annual Gingerbread House
Making Contest, sponsored by
the Orinda/Tabor Sister City
Foundation, and Winterfest,
which will include a perfor-
mance by the Orinda Interme-
diate School Choir, led by
Choir Director Christina
Holling, the Orinda PD “Stuff a
Cruiser” Toy Drive, a craft for
children led by the Orinda
Teen Advisory Council, as well
as a seasonal-themed photo
opportunity — families will
need to bring their own cam-
era/phone. Light refreshments

will also be provided.

The Hospice East Bay Tree
of Lights, which offers mem-
bers a way to honor the lives
of friends and loved ones, will
be held in Lafayette at 4:30
p-m. Dec. 2 at 21 Lafayette Cir-
cle (by the big tree at the
Roundup parking lot), in Mor-
aga at 4:30 p.m. Dec. 2 at the
Moraga Country Club (1600 St.
Andrew’s Dr.), and in Orinda
on Dec. 2 at 4:30 p.m. in Vil-
lage Square by McCaulou’s. All
events will be livestreamed on
Zoom. Donations directly sup-
port end-of-life patient
care. www.hospiceeastbay.org/
community-event/tree-of-lights/

“A Christmas Story” at
Town Hall Theatre in
Lafayette opens Dec. 2 and

runs through Dec. 17. The
classic story of Ralphie
Parker’s mission to own a “Red
Ryder 220-Shot Carbine Action
Range Model Air Rifle, with a
compass and a thing which
tells the time built right into
the stock!” Audiences will de-
light in both the familiar and
unexpected in this stage adap-
tation of the beloved movie. A
romping tale of the joys and
woes of childhood (and adult-
hood!) around the holidays, “A
Christmas Story” is a play for
the whole family. Info at
www.townhalltheatre.com/
christmas-story

“It’s a Wonderful Life in
Lafayette” returns to Plaza
Park on Dec. 3, presented by
the Lafayette Chamber, and

sponsored by The Dana Green
Team, Branagh Development
and the city of Lafayette, and
includes Santa sightings, free
train rides on the Lafayette
Express, official holiday tree
lighting ceremony, one-of-a-
kind photo ops, live musical
entertainment, kid’s activities,
holiday treats and more.

... continued on Page 15

Terrafirma Ceramics
Handmade in New York for over 40 years
Functional American Art Pottery

Moraga Shopping Center
1480-G Moraga Rd.,
Moraga
925.376.3600

Shop Orinda! : f e
At the NEW and LIKE NEW
Consignment Store Boutique

. Shop LAMORINDA

). for the Holidays

Al

Traeger Wood Pellet Grills

Py .., # .

Redefined wood pellet cooking with WiFi
technology for precise grilling and smoking

" Moraga

: HaQ v ARE & L. wi i i

Now at:

MW

1409 Moraga Way, Moraga | 925.376.3600
www.moragahardware.com | Moraga Shopping Center
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8:30am - 5pm, Sun 9am - 5pm

Thank you for your continued support!

We look forward to sharing
our craftsmanship and expertise to assist
you in designing one-of-a-kind framed
artwork, memorabilia, mirrors, collectibles
and much more.

=
1020 Brown Avenue & = #, ; Tuesday-Saturday
Lafayette, CA 94549 “g 10:30 am to 6:00 pm
925-283-7620 24 By Appointment Only
anthonyscpf.com

$30 off your next order with this ad!

Diamond Earring GIVEAWAY
2.02 cts Diamond Stud Earrings
Radiant white diamonds F/SI2
3 prong, martini setting, 18kt WG
($19,000 retail value)

3 ways to enter:

1. Every $500 spent in our store = 1 ticket
2. Come to a 3rd Thursday event = 3 tickets
3. Purchase tickets on our website 1/925 - 5/5100
with all proceeds going to @Norsledrescue, our local Husky Rescue

Raffle runs the length of our 100th year. Drawing will be held on Dec 21st 2023, at
our 3rd Thursday holiday event.

AMovrions

Jewelers Since 1923

%W

Jewelers Since 1923

.E, | 100 Years
] Four Generations
| J : Love you can see, since 1923
16 | Celebrate our Centennial with us!
I : Join us
for our holiday party on o
L December 14th from 4 - 7p .m. {.!.}
Bauble, bubbles and bites
Pt o Jewelry Raffle at 5pm GG
b - Bring your raffle tickets for the ~ S'ug puu ._._f
2 carat, $20k diamond earring raffle! —
| i or get them here:
Ok -40]
< e

925-253-9227 « 35 Moraga Way, Orinda « Morri om « @Morri: y

Reasonable Books
New % Used * Vintage

A collection of
carefully curated
selections, classic
and contemporary.

3645 Mt Diablo Blvd
Lafayette
(925) 385-3026

www.reasonable.online

W%‘“
Yavila _‘)Tn? f

-'.‘l.
- Boutligue

' Dec 1st 11-7
Dec 2nd 9-5

Laftayelite Community Center

500 St Marys Rd

Happy Holidays

TO OUR CUSTOMERS!

THANK YOU FOR 27 YEARS OF
LOYALTY AND SUPPORT

25%0-50% OFF

ALLFINEJEWELRY
g

i,

WE DO WATCH & JEWELRY REPAIRS
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4
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MORAGA

562 Center St., Rheem Valley STl
OPEN MONDAY-SAFORTA svisg
SPECIAL SUNDAY HOURS: 12/10 ¢~ 12/17 12:00-4:00,
XMAS EVE 11:00-4:00
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LAA is pleased to announce their
member show “Brilliance” Nov. 4
to Dec. 15 at the Village Theatre &
Art Gallery in Danville, located at
233 Front Street, Danville.

The November art show at
Orinda Books features the paint-
ings of Lisa Gunn. Lisa has long
had a prominent artistic presence
in Orinda. Her style is a "California
Impressionism" involving plein
air, landscapes, and abstracts. She
notes "I am hoping that people will
connect with my painting and find
some attachment that speaks to
them whether it be through color,
composition, or some thread of
energy transmitting from one hu-
man to another." Visit the Artist of
the Month at
www.orindabooks.com.

Oakland Art Murmur is excited
to continue the rich, 48-year-old
history of East Bay Open Studios
during its Winter Event, Dec. 2
and 3 from 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. each
day. Hundreds of East Bay artists
will open their studios to the pub-
lic in this free, family-friendly self-
guided tour of the East Bay’s
unique art scene. Visitors to artists’
studios will find unique and af-
fordable artwork, with some
artists offering work starting at
$20. The event provides an oppor-
tunity to connect with artists in
your community and purchase
gifts with heART! Details at
https://eastbayopenstudios.com/

Art Gallery at the Orinda Li-
brary: Four Men And A Gallery -
Reception Saturday Nov. 18, from
3 -5 p.m. In the past, the Lamor-
inda Arts Council hosted more
than half a dozen exhibits solely
with women artists. They're bal-
ancing the scales in November by
presenting "Four Men and a
Gallery." You are invited to view
paintings by Lance Jackson and
David Lew; ceramics by David
Shapiro and small scale framed

paintings by Bill Russell from Nov.
4 to Dec. 2. View their artwork at
https:/lamorindaarts.org/
current-exhibits/

Valley Art Gallery announces
their 58th annual Holiday Collec-
tion for Artful Giving from Nov. 18
- Dec. 30. Special holiday gift
Trunk Shows on Dec. 7, 8, and 9
featuring glass and silver Jewelry
and on Dec. 15,16, and17 featuring
mixed fiber art. 1661 Botelho
Drive, Suite 110, Walnut Creek,
www.valleyartgallery.org; (925)
935-4311

Music

Cantare, an Oakland-based non-
profit community choral organi-
zation, presents its annual Decem-
ber Holiday Concert, featuring the
100-voice adult Chorale and Nova
Youth Choir accompanied by full
orchestra and organ on Sunday,
Dec. 3, at 4 p.m., First Presbyterian
Church of Oakland, 2619 Broad-
way, Oakland and Monday, Dec. 4,
at 7:30 p.m., Walnut Creek Presby-
terian Church, 1801 Lacassie Ave,
Walnut Creek. General admission
is $40; Seniors, $35; Students, $10.
Tickets at www.cantareconvivo.org
or (510) 836-0789.

The Diablo Symphony joins
forces with storyteller Susan
Strauss and local choir Wom-
enSing on Saturday, Dec. 2 at 2
p-m. for a joyous holiday celebra-
tion geared for all ages. Held at the
Walnut Creek Presbyterian
Church, the program features
“Winter Stories” by Chris Castro,
holiday songs, and orchestral fa-
vorites from “Hannukah Overture”
to “Sleigh Ride. Visit www.dia-
blosymphony.org for details and a
ticketing link.

California Academy of Perform-
ing Arts (CAPA) in Moraga pre-
sents the Nutcracker Ballet & Con-
certo at Campolindo HS Perform-
ing Arts Center - Dec. 7 - 11. A fun
and traditional outing for many

Bay Area families, and just in time
for the Holidays! The Nutcracker is
a narrated ballet in two acts, and
several shows will also have a
Holiday Concerto right after the
Nutcracker. Tickets on sale now.
Visit www.capadance.net/nut-
cracker for show schedule & link
to purchase tickets.

Voci Women's Vocal Ensemble
performs their 21st Annual Voices
in Peace concert. This year's theme
is "Transitions," a program of mu-
sic that explores and embraces
change, from seasonal transitions
to milestones such as birth, mar-
riage, leaving and returning home.
Features the premiere of Edna
Yeh’s setting of Sara Teasdale’s
“Twilight.” The concert will be
held on Saturday, Dec. 2 at 7:30
p-m. at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church, 1601 Mary Dr., Pleasant
Hill and Sunday, Dec. 3 at 4 p.m. at
Montclair Preshbyterian Church,
5701 Thornhill Dr., Oakland. Tick-
ets: $15-$30. Website: VociS-
ings.org.

"The Diablo Women's Chorale
presents Under A Winter's Sky, a
joyous musical program celebrat-
ing holiday magic and performed
alongside live musicians and a
children’s choir. Performances will
be held on Friday, Dec. 8 at 7 p.m.
and Sunday, Dec. 10 at 3 p.m. at
the Walnut Creek United
Methodist Church (1543 Sunny-
vale, Avenue in Walnut Creek).
Advance tickets are $28 for adults,
$18 for Students, and free for chil-
dren under 6. Information is
available on their website,
diablowomenschorale.org".

Berkeley Symphony presents
Holiday Winds on Sunday, Dec. 3
from 4 - 6 p.m., at Piedmont Center
for the Arts, 801 Magnolia Ave,
Piedmont. Enjoy a selection of
holiday favorites at this Berkeley
Symphony concert. Cost: $40. For
more info see
www.berkeleysymphony.org/event/
holiday-winds/ or call (510) 841-

2800 or email tickets@berke-
leysymphony.org.

Aurora Theatre Company pre-
sents Felonious Mixtape Nov. 30 -
Dec. 9 on Thursdays, Fridays,and
Saturdays at 8 p.m., at Aurora
Theatre Company, 2081 Addison
Street, Berkeley. Join Felonious for
an evening of exhilarating hip hop
theatre that will fuse the power
and traditions of theater, music,
dance, and education. Cost:
$30/$27 for subscribers. For more
info see https://auroratheatre.org
or call (510) 843-4042 or email
info@auroratheatre.org.

Other

The Kiwanis Club of Moraga Val-
ley will once again be selling See’s
Candies in the Rheem Shopping
Center near CVS from 10 a.m. to 5
p-m. through Dec. 23. Kiwanis is
all about charities, youth organi-
zations and families in need, and
what better way to support the
community, give a helping hand to
those in need, and spread the
cheer of See’s candy than by shop-
ping at the Kiwanis store. 100% of
the net proceeds going to worthy
local charities and organizations
that benefit the community.

The Orinda Historical Society is
having an Open House on Thurs-
day Nov. 30 from 5 - 7 p.m. Enjoy
home baked cookies, soft drinks,
wine and lilting guitar music while
you explore Orinda's History Mu-
seum and get to grips with your
holiday shopping. They will have
unique Woven Throws showing
Orinda's old landmarks plus
signed copies of Arcadia's Images
of America: Orinda. Below the Li-
brary, opposite the elevator and
Cafe Teatro www.orindahistory.
org, (925) 254-1353

It’s a Wonderful Life in Lafayette
Holiday Celebration, Dec. 3 at 4:30
p-m. This free, fun, family-friendly

mvpe
JOIN US

SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM
OR ONLINE AT MVPCTODAY.ORG

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
$ WE WELCOME ALL!
% é Sundays, 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette

Zoom Link for 10 a.m. service at www.stanselms.us

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

[ ~ ] « Aan

ORINDA

C -|'I'I1‘11|.I'I|'lI l;_.hun,

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
Journey, you are welcome here!”
I~ | ]

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
| Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel |

Fali | I an

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

OUR

SAVIOR'S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

SUINEREY SOUL P
ELIMDAY

SELIR | SO

WCHEIP | SETARA

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Sunday 10am in person worship
We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.

Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms everyone
on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

Lafayette-Onnda Pre
Aweleoming and loving

In person &

sLYLETIAN L

community of faith
that learns, grows, and serves

TOGETHER,

Sundays 10:00 a.m.

Livestream

49 Knox Dirive & Lafasette, CA

LOPC.ORG

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/
WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

celebration includes Santa sight-
ings, free train rides on the
Lafayette Express, official holiday
tree lighting ceremony, one-of-a-
kind photo ops, live musical enter-
tainment, kid’s crafts, holiday
treats and more! Arrive early and
plan to stay! Festivities begin at
4:30 p.m. when Santa is scheduled
to parade along Golden Gate Way
starting at the Lafayette Historical
Society and arriving at Lafayette
Plaza (corner of Mt. Diablo Blvd.
and Moraga Road) at 5 p.m. The
“I’s a Wonderful Life in Lafayette”
event is presented by the Lafayette
Chamber, and sponsored by local
Lafayette Realtor The Dana Green
Team and Branagh Development,
who together are also hosting the
environmentally-friendly down-
town Lafayette twinkle lights for
the Holiday Season. Learn more at
https://lafayettechamber.org/holiday.

The local branch of AAUW-OML
(American Association of Univer-
sity Women - Orinda, Moraga,
Lafayette) is offering an opportu-
nity for families to bring their
children to the Rheem Shopping
Center in Moraga on Sunday, Dec.
3 from 1 - 3 p.m. to meet Santa!
Look for Santa right outside the
Moraga Art Gallery at 432 Center
Street.

Wine and Tapas Speaker Series
Presents: Ex-Clergy who broke
new ground and lived to tell the
tale as massive cultural shifts be-
gan emptying the pews, clergy at-
tempted to respond by initiating a
transformation within the institu-
tions they served. Our guests will
share their stories; successes, fail-
ures, insights, surprises, and per-
spectives gained from their work.
Their story might hint at the future
of spirituality for our time. The
event will take place on Sunday,
Nov. 26, 4:30 - 6 p.m. Creekside
Commons 1035 Carol Lane,
Lafayette. Free and open to the
public, bring a drink or small plate
to share, donations welcome.

Santa Day at 5A in Moraga on
Saturday, Dec. 2. Be the Star You
Are!® collaborates with 5 A Rent-
A-Space to provide this annual
family-fun event. Volunteers will
help kids write letters to Santa and
enjoy crafts. Enjoy hot cocoa and
snacks, plus get a photo with Jolly
St. Nick. Free event. 5 A Rent-A-
Space: 455 Moraga Rd. #F, Moraga.
www.bethestaryouare.org/
events-1/santa-day-at-5a

... continued on Page 15
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Hospice East Bay is proud to be
celebrating their Annual Tree of
Lights. The Moraga tree will be on
Saturday, Dec. 2 at 4:30 p.m. At the
Moraga Country Club, 1600 St. An-
drews Dr. The Lafayette tree will
be on Saturday, Dec. 2 at 4:30 p.m,
located at 21 Lafayette Circle,
Lafayette. The Orinda event will be
on Saturday, Dec. 2 at 4:30 p.m. In
the Village Square by McCaulou’s.
All ceremonies will be held in the
Village Square by McCaulou’s.

The Acalanes Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR) and VFW Post 8063
will host a ceremony at the his-
toric Lafayette Cemetery on Sat-
urday, Dec. 16 at noon. Following
the ceremony, wreaths will be
placed at the graves of nearly 300
veterans who lie at rest in the his-
toric Lafayette Cemetery. The pub-
lic is invited to attend the cere-

\ g

mony and assist Scout Troop 284
place the wreaths as they say each
veteran’s name out loud. Learn
more about the event at
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
CA0565.

All are cordially invited to attend
St. Mary's College Guild's Christ-
mas Luncheon held at SMC's Soda
Center, Moraga, on Dec. 12, featur-
ing pianist Sharon Lee Kim and
the Award Winning St. Mary's Col-
lege Choir. Social Hour is at 11
a.m. There will be a Holiday Bake
Sale and a Raffle for a Money
Tree. All proceeds benefit SMC
Scholarship Fund for needy stu-
dents of St. Mary's College. Cost
$50 per person. Menu: Salmon Pi-
catta or Chicken a la King. Send
your order with your check,
(payable to: St. Mary's College
Guilt) and reservations to: Mary-
beth Dyer - 6410 Valley Oak Plaza,
Martinez, CA. 94553. For Questions
Call: Marybeth Dyer: (925) 387-

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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5283 Please RSVP by Wednesday,
Dec. 6.

Calling all elves and holiday
helpers: join us at the Winter
Workshop for Kids! This second
annual event will be held Satur-
day, Dec. 16, at Lafayette Plaza
Park, from 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Children will have the opportunity
to make a gift for someone they
love. All materials and assistance
will be provided, and par-
ents/guardians can help with as-
sembly too. Weather-permitting
choices include Giant Jenga, Giant
Connect 4, chess, wooden train
track, and more. This event is
brought to you by Lamorinda
Sunrise Rotary in partnership with
Lafayette Parks and Recreation.
We invite you to join us and help
spread the spirit of giving! (925)
309-9275, terrylpicker-
ing@gmail.com,
https:/lamorindasunrise.org
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Certified Arborists <
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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Don’t miss these festive Lamorinda holiday events

... continued from Page 13

The free festivities begin at
4:30 p.m. when Santa is
scheduled to parade along
Golden Gate Way starting at
the Lafayette Historical Soci-
ety and arriving at Lafayette
Plaza (corner of Mt. Diablo
Blvd. and Moraga Road) at 5
p-m

Santa will also be headed
to the Rheem Shopping Center,
right outside the Moraga Art
Gallery at 432 Center Street in
Moraga, for “Mingle and Jin-
gle” on Sunday, Dec. 3 from 1
to 3 p.m. The local branch of

AAUW-OML (American Asso-
ciation of University Women -
Orinda, Moraga, Lafayette) is
offering an opportunity for
families to bring their children
to meet Santa. “Mingle and
Jingle” will benefit many com-
munity outreach projects, in-
cluding scholarships for local
graduating high school young
women and a day-long STEM
Conference for middle school
girls at Saint Mary’s College.
Want to hear directly from
Santa? The town of Moraga
has made arrangements with
the elves at the North Pole to
accept mail for delivery to

Santa. Drop a note to Santa
and receive a letter in return!
Letters can be dropped off
from Dec. 1 to Dec. 15 in the
North Pole Mailbox located at
Moraga Commons Park near
the Holiday Tree. Letters must
be in an envelope and have a
name and return address.
And there’s another op-
portunity to connect with “the
big guy” at the Breakfast with
Santa in Moraga on Dec. 16
and Dec. 17. Seatings where a
hot breakfast will be served
are at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. for
approximately one hour at the
Hacienda de las Flores. Tickets

are $40/adult; $15/child over 2
years old; and free for ages 0-
2. (Pre-registration is re-
quired, no tickets will be sold
at the door.) Bring your own
camera for individual photo
opportunities with Santa.
Finally, are you looking
for more unique holiday gifts?
The Orinda Village Holiday
Market is bringing together a
lot of local boutiques and ven-
dors from Orinda and the sur-
rounding area from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. Dec. 2 at the Paymun
building, including ReChic,
Garden Nest, GCD Provisions,
Camino Brands, Bush Poppy

Farm, Biinu Studios, and St.
Anthony’s. Additional vendors
from the surrounding areas
will be offering up original art,
vintage home decor and deco-
rations, handmade soaps, can-
dles, ceramics, leather goods,
holiday goodies and more. A
local Orinda DJ (and Orinda
dad) will be spinning some
quirky holiday music, and
there will be complimentary
treats and cocktails, entertain-
ment for the kiddos and a food
truck.

We hope you have a happy
and healthy holiday season!

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.

-

./

Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OM08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

1606040

o StateFarm'

' &‘ A good neighbor

has your back.

Life’s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

shop

Moraga

lirstscam

Member of Moraga
Chamber of Commerce

MAKE LIFE EASY
SHOP LOCAL

SO A DA A FIRS TR

MORAGA RETREAT

CARE HOMES

residential assisted living for seniors

MINGLEAND JINGLE

HOLIDAY FUNDRAISER

Sunday, December 3

at the Moraga Art Gallery
in the Rheem Shopping Center
5~8pm ¢« $75
sponsored by the Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette
Branch of AAUW  htitps://oml-ca.aauw.net

You are invited to help us raise funds
to provide local scholarships and
support young girls in their pursuit
of STEM field interests.

» Wine Tasting * Tasty Appetizers ° Live Music *
e Live & Silent Auction ¢

PLUS ~ Santa is coming to town!

1-3 pm, right outside the Art m}mﬁg
Gallery on December 3. LR
Make your reservation here: |@7: ik~

Watch for Love Lafayette

Dec. 6

professional staff, resident-centered care
private rooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to detail

MORAGARETREAT.COM (925) 376-2273

i_sﬁll off for new clients

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

Over 30 years experience
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and

Moraga small businesses.

(925) 388-1040

www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on w‘?
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center £73" ",

Professional Automotive E |"x“\_?1;. O L

Service and Repair =€zl %

Foreign and Domestic ﬁﬂiﬂ-‘ \ s
2016 Moraga Small LA
Business of the Year 530 Moraga Rd. * 925-376-0692

WW w.moragamotors.com

ARTGALLERY

Unique Gifts!
- o Jewelry « Sculpture « Photography «

o Paintings « Textiles « Ceramics o

é « Tableware « Handmade Cards and more!

= 3

Join us on THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14 for our first ever

ISHORRINGYand| BEERINIGH|Ty

co-sponsored by Canyon Club Brewery.

From 6 to 8 p.m. enjoy local beer, holiday snacks
and an array of beautiful art work to help you
complete your holiday shopping.

The Gallery is located at 432 Center Street,
in the Rheem Shopping Center.

Open every day in December, 12 noon to 5 pm
(Closed December 25 & 26)

e 925-376-5407 ¢ www.MoragaArtGallery.com

Plenty)of frees pauking;

Call for Advertising

925.377.0977
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Fashionable gifts for the holidays

By Moya Stone

Ready or not, it’s the hol-
iday season and time to
make the shopping list!
The Moraga Art Gallery
in the Rheem Shopping
Center has many an op-
tion for fashionable gifts
including jewelry by
Lafayette resident K. De
Groot and hand painted
silk tops from Natasha
Silk Art. Don’t miss the
gallery’s holiday event,
“Shopping Night and
Craft Beer” from 6 to 8
p-m. Thursday, Dec. 14.

“Santa’s Sleigh Bou-
tique” returns to the
Lafayette Community
Center from 11 a.m. to 7
p-m. Friday, Dec. 1, and
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday Dec. 2. This is
always a fun holiday stop
for unique handmade
gifts.

Another opportunity
to purchase local hand-
made items is at the
Shadelands Ranch Mu-
seum’s annual “Holiday
Faire” in Walnut Creek.
Each room of the man-
sion’s second floor is
filled with delightful gift
options such as jewelry,

holiday decor, orna-
ments, crochet items,
jams and jellies, glass-
ware, and so much more.
Last year I picked up a
festive red dress orna-
ment handmade out of
felt. I envision a whole
tree decorated with red
dress ornaments. The
faire is open 10 a.m. to 4
p-m. every day from Nov.
25 through Dec. 10.
Word has it that Santa
will stop by on Saturday
Nov. 25, from 10 a.m. to 3
p-m. Tickets to see Santa
are available on
Eventbrite.com.

I’'ve been reading a
fascinating book by
fashion historian Dr.
Kate Strasdin, “The Dress
Diary: Secrets From a
Victorian Woman’s
Wardrobe,” published by
Pegasus Books. Anne
Sykes was given a jour-
nal on her wedding day
in 1838. In it this young
woman from Northern
England kept swatches of
fabric of her own, her
family’s, and friends’
clothing. Fast forward to
present day when the

tattered journal fortu-
itously fell into the lap of
Strasdin, who spent six
years researching Anne
and her family. In “The
Dress Diary” Strasdin re-
veals who Anne was and
follows her life in Eng-
land and her travels to
Singapore, as well as
providing the context in
which she lived, includ-
ing the rise and decline
of the British textile in-
dustry. A New York
Times Editors Pick, “The
Dress Diary” is a com-
pelling read and the per-
fect gift for any fashion
history enthusiast on
your gift list.

Mark your calendars
for an exciting fashion
exhibition coming to the
de Young Museum in San
Francisco. “Fashioning
San Francisco: A Century
of Style” opens on Jan.
20, 2024 and will feature
over 100 pieces of
women’s clothing worn
by local philanthropists
and civic leaders span-
ning over 100 years from
1906 to present day. The
Fine Arts Museums are

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Hand painted silk top by
Natasha Silk Art.

home to one of the most
significant collections in
the United States of 20th
and 21st century
women’s fashions and
this is the first major
presentation of the mu-
seum’s costume collec-
tion in over 35 years. In-
cluded in the exhibit are
gowns, cocktail dresses,
evening attire, and the
“little black dress” by
iconic designers such as
Dior, Lagerfeld,
Valentino, McQueen, and
others.

Among the fashions
featured are pieces
loaned to the exhibit by
Sherri McMullen, East

Photos provided

Bay resident and owner
of McMullen, an Oakland
boutique named by
Vogue and Women’s
Wear Daily as among the
premiere fashion retail-
ers in the country. Mc-
Mullen is known for of-
fering luxury fashions by
designers including Dries
Van Noten and The Row,
as well as established
and rising African and
African-American de-
signers such as Christo-
pher John Rogers.
“Fashioning San
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Photo Fine Arts Museums of
San Francisco
Silk evening gown by
Christopher John Rogers is
part of the exhibition
coming up at the de Young
Museum.

Francisco: A Century of
Style’ offers the opportu-
nity to explore the his-
tory of our city through
the lens of fashion,” says
Laura L. Camerlengo,
Curator in Charge of Cos-
tume and Textile Arts.
Now we have something
to look forward to after
the holidays! Check out
the museum website for
tickets and more infor-
mation: www.famsf.org.
Enjoy the season and
go forth in holiday style.

Moya Stone is a fashion writer and blogger at
www.overdressedforlife.com.

Local synagogue presents an empty table event to honor hostages
By Sora O’Doherty

Temple Isaiah of Contra
Costa County, located in
Lafayette, is a partner
and co-sponsor of the
Empty Shabbat Table

M Global Initiative. The

Photo Sora O’Doherty

synagogue helped to
bring an empty Shabbat
table to Walnut Creek on
Friday, Nov. 10. Long
tables were set up in
Civic Park. Each place at
the table had a chair
with a poster that iden-
tified one of the 240

hostages who were cap-
tured from Israel during
an attack by Hamas on
Oct. 7. On each place at
the table, a challah roll
represented the tradi-
tional Shabbat or sab-
bath meal typically en-
joyed by Jewish families
on Friday evenings.
Members of the public
were free to examine the
posters, which repre-
sented the hostages from
some 30 countries.

There was also a march
to encourage support for
bringing the hostages
home.

The Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Council
brought the empty shab-
bat tables to six cities
across the Bay Area, in-
cluding Berkeley, Foster
City, Napa, San Fran-
cisco, Sausalito, and
Walnut Creek.
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DRE 01882902

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115

DRE# 00947460

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818. 5500

DRE# 01290985

KAAREN BRICKMAN

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

LORI LEGLER
W ke
i .ﬂ 1;‘.

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

COMING SOON

ACTIVE

ACTIVE

PENDING

SOLD

3666 HAPPY VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $6,495,000
J. DEL SANTO/ L. TICHENOR | 925.285.1093

601 WATCHWOOD ROAD, ORINDA
CALL FOR MOR INFORMATION
CAROLYN WAY | 925.890.4115

89 DAIRY CREEK LANE, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $4,999,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

NEW PRICE

1036 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY RD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $4,350,000
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

32 CREST ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $3,495,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

ONLY 2 LUXURY LEASES LEFT!

250 NORMANDY LANE, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,550,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

651 MORAGA ROAD, #29, MORAGA
OFFERED FOR $668,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

PARKVIEW APARTMENTS, WALNUT CREEK
TBR AND 2 BR SUITES AVAILABLE
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

378 REDFIELD PLACE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,750,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

105 MARVIN DRIVE, PLEASANT HILL
SOLD FOR $1,005,000
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

3580 ROSSMOOR PRKWY, #3 ROSSMOOR
SOLD FOR $995,000
L.LEGLER&C. HATA | 925.286.1244

2117 TICE CREEK DRIVE, #2, ROSSMOOR
SOLD FOR $545,000
L.LEGLER&C. HATA | 925.286.1244

COLOMBANA

MATT MCLEOD RACHEL DREYER GROUP RUTH EDDY SHELLEY RUHMAN

925.212.7617

DRE# 01320608

510.506.1351
DRE#01180260

925.464.6500

DRE# 01310057

415.990.1672
DRE# 01994561

925.878.8047

DRE# 01979180

925.788.5449

DRE# 01313819

SHERRY HUTCHENS

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882
DRE# 013859346

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884
DRE# 02047712

JILL BALAZS

925.804.0200

DRE# 02038791

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

W

925.876.4671
DRE#02060294

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

DRE# 01970768
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Growing with gratitude
By Cynthia Brian

A glorious garden of mums and maples.

“Gratitude is the fairest blossom which springs from the soul.” ~
Ward Beecher

What a difference a fortnight makes!

Just in time to celebrate Thanksgiving, my trees and shrubs have fi-
nally donned their fiery fall finery. The show is spectacular as my numer-
ous trees burst into colors of amber, gold, orange, crimson, purple, sienna,
and red. Leaves on my grapevines and fruit trees of apple, prune, peach,
apricot, cherry, mulberry, persimmon, fig, pomegranate, pear, and plum
all boast a cornucopia of glorious hues that complement the shades of
other deciduous trees including maple, pistache, sumac, tupelo, lig-
uidambar, and crape myrtle. How grateful I am to witness this spectacular
seasonal wardrobe change. Two of the most fascinating trees to me are my
Chinese pistache. The male tree is tall, robust, sturdy, and golden. The fe-
male pistache is petite, graceful, and filled with clusters of crimson fruit

Henry

Photos Cynthla Brian

counter.

that provide tasty treats for the birds and squirrels. If any berries remain
in December, their colors will morph to aqua and pink, and I will pluck
them to tuck into the branches of a holiday tree. I have allowed some
seeds from my Chinese pistache tree to sprout in specified areas where I
prune the plants to keep them small. As the weather cools, these volun-
teers resemble colorful blossoms.

What else has me charmed this November? Chrysanthemums, blue
plumbago, and crimson fountain grass are attractive plants that add color
and interest to autumn gardens. The tips of pencil cactus have turned a
brilliant orange, matching the pumpkins I’'ve seen decorating porches. My
gigantic green guavas self-harvested. I gathered them and will let them
ripen on the counter before either eating them raw or making jam or
juice.

... continued on Page OH 6
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o City Last reported ~Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 11 $1,035,000 $3,650,000
MORAGA 6 $888,000 $2,470,000
ORINDA 9 $1,300,000 $4,000,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
1000 Dewing Avenue #316, $1,035,000, 2 Bdrms, 1123 SqFt,
2017 YrBIt, 10-17-23
8 Greenvalley Drive, $1,585,000, 3 Bdrms, 2244 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 10-10-23
1074 Laurel Drive, $1,700,000, 3 Bdrms, 1699 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 10-16-23,
Previous Sale: $1,975,000, 05-02-22
1409 Meadowlark Court, $3,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2974 SqFt,
1958 YrBlIt, 10-11-23, Previous Sale: $2,125,000, 07-26-22

ORINDAWOODS | 114 RAVENHILL ROAD | 3BD | 3 BA | $1,650,000 1736 Reliez Valley Road, $1,830,000, 3 Bdrms, 2635 SqFt,
Step inside and experience the grandeur of this home. High ceilings 1952 YrBlt, 10-16-23, Previous Sale: $330,000, 05-01-87
and walls of glass create a dramatic living area that immerses you in 7 Roxanne Lane, $1,200,000, 2 Bdrms, 2571 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 10-11-23,
natural light and the picturesque landscape beyond. Rich, cherry Previous Sale: $340,000, 05-01-87
hardwoods grace the floors throughout much of the home and with 224 Seclusion Valley Way, $3,600,000, 5 Bdrms, 3828 SqFt,
a touch of a button you can effortlessly control the lighting and 2019 YrBlt, 10-09-23, Previous Sale: $2,662,000, 10-16-19
privacy with electric shades. These are just a few of the modern 1070 Serrano Court, $1,460,000, 3 Bdrms, 2250 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 10-12-23
conveniences this impressive home has to offer. 549 Silverado Drive, $2,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 1950 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 10-12-23,

Previous Sale: $550,000, 12-14-99

832 Solana Drive, $1,310,000, 3 Bdrms, 1852 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 10-19-23

3461 Springhill Road, $1,670,000, 3 Bdrms, 2443 SqFt, 1962 YrBIt, 10-13-23

MORAGA

919 Augusta Drive, $1,675,000, 3 Bdrms, 3000 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 10-17-23,
Previous Sale: $925,000, 04-30-13

1457 Camino Peral, $888,000, 2 Bdrms, 1159 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 10-12-23,
Previous Sale: $480,000, 10-14-13

18 Laird Drive, $900,000, 5 Bdrms, 2453 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 10-17-23

13 Lisa Lane, $2,470,000, 4 Bdrms, 3536 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 10-19-23

206 Sheila Court, $1,650,000, 3 Bdrms, 1909 SqFt, 1967 YrBIt, 10-11-23

24 Via Barcelona, $998,000, 3 Bdrms, 2114 SqFt, 1990 YrBIt, 10-11-23

ORINDA
= 7 Easton Court, $1,650,000, 3 Bdrms, 1624 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 10-11-23,
LAFAYETTE | 88 SILVERWOOD DRIVE | 4BD | 2.5BA | $1,795,000 Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 08-24-18
Single-level, modern ranch-style home on more-than-half-acre lot 107 Fiesta Circle, $1,585,000, 4 Bdrms, 1930 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 10-10-23
offers a classic floorplan and timeless features including walls of 84 La Espiral, $1,300,000, 2 Bdrms, 2132 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 10-19-23
windows, approx. 3,074 square feet of living space, and a light- 531 Miner Road, $4,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 6092 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 10-17-23,

filled interior with spacious formal living and
dining rooms, open-concept chef’s kitchen
and family room, multiple outdoor venues,
and gorgeous Mt. Diablo and hillside views.
Conveniently located close to highway 24,
Bart, recreation and downtown.

Previous Sale: $2,150,000, 03-20-15

15 Overhill Road, $2,910,000, 5 Bdrms, 3610 SqFt, 1949 YrBIt, 10-10-23,
Previous Sale: $935,000, 10-19-12

20 Saint Hill Road, $2,030,000, 5 Bdrms, 3693 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 10-19-23,
Previous Sale: $1,565,000, 07-17-15

124 Sleepy Hollow Lane, $2,600,000, 5 Bdrms, 3239 SqFt,
1951 YrBIt, 10-16-23, Previous Sale: $915,000, 04-06-98

132 Spring Road, $1,500,000, 5 Bdrms, 2664 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 10-10-23

13 Valley View Road, $3,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 3949 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 10-13-23,
Previous Sale: $2,950,000, 02-18-21

GLENN BEAUBELLE & KELLIE BEAUBELLE
925.254.1212




VANGUARD PROPERTIES
FEAST BAY

f—

2822 BREAKER CIRCLE ~ HAYWARD [l 6174 SHADOW HILL DRIVE —bustiN [l 3878 LUSK STREET OAKLAND

6 BED | 5BATH | 4,106 SQ.FT.  $2,290,000 3BED | 2.5BATH | 1,862 SQ.FT. $1,399,000 3BED | 1BATH | 1,286 SQ.FT. $799.000

SELINA ZHAO 415.919.0000 MICHAEL SANDS 510.816.9777 SELINA ZHAO 415.919.0000
TAMARA SORENSEN 925.900.3395

KELLY
CRAWFORD
k TEAM

65 CANDLESTICK ROAD ORINDA

4 BED | 2BATH | 2,499 SQ. FT. $1,849,000
KELLY CRAWFORD 925.998.5599

JersfluRils ASAD DURRANI| MICHELE MCKAY
6

OMAR KHAN BEV ARNOLD KELLY CRAWFORD
I ISy IR 310.7: 925.482.4116

925.705.1609 925.788.8516 925.998.5599 i3
DRE# 02139271 DRE# 01154860 DRE# 01327015 925.787.3464 DRE# 0! 0 DRE# #01902466
DRE# 01154506

1143 MORELLOCOURT MARTINEZ

4 BED | 2 BATH | 1,449 SQ.FT. $859,000
JEANNETTE BETTENCOURT 925.787.3464

“We KNOW where the good ones are. We GO where the good ones are!”

KELLYCRAWFORDHOMES.COM
925.998.5599
VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM | 971 Dewing Avenue, Lafayette, CA 94549 | DRE# 01486075 gg,r.:gpun¢ﬁ:3

The information contained herein has been received from Vanguard Properties’ clients, third parties and/or public records. Vanguard Properties has not verified the foregoing information and will not
confirm the accuracy of same. Buyers are advised to investigate all information important to Buyers and to verify the accuracy of the representations contained herein
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Thlnkmg of Selllng?
l.et Us Help You in 2024
925 254, 0505‘.
Et@cfarkthompson com’

‘ . '
Amy Rose Smith | Shannon Conner | CIark Thompson | Molly Smith \/|”age

Shannon (01885058) | Amy (01855959) | Clark (00903367) | Molly (01498053) All information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed. A S SO CI AT E S




SORAYA GOLESORKHI
REALTOR®
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Wishing you and your loved ones a
healthy, peaceful, joyful and bountiful
Thanksgiving! My sincere gratitude for

the exceptional people I've had the
privilege of working with this year and

for the beautiful properties | helped
them buy and sell.

For a full service, personal,
concierge-style experience, call me.

Soraya Golesorkhi

925.808.8390 <> o

sg@soraya4homes.com N COLDWELL BANKER
soraya4homes.com : 5 Moraga Way, Orinda
DRE #01771736 s orrs
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A Giving back to our community,

one house at a time.

\

PROJ
So Much to be Thankful For

Through the Local Giving Project, | make a donation
on behalf of my clients after each transaction. To date |
have donated more than $35,000. Here are some of the

organizations |'ve been privileged to support.
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More info at: www.holcenberg.com/giving-back

Michelle Holcenberg

www.holcenberg.com

* michelle@holcenberg.com
% 925-324-0405
COLDWELL BANKER CalDRE #01373412

©2023 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is
comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304

Page: OH6 OUR HOMES 925-377-0977 Wednesday, November 22, 2023

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener,
Cynthia Brian

Growing with gratitude
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Photo Cynthia Brian
The colorful fruit on the arching branches of a graceful female

pistache tree.
... continued from OH1

While visiting a small town, I happened upon a front yard that fea-
tured a rusty tricycle, alongside pumpkins, hydrangeas, and a vintage
bicycle with a basket filled with yellow mums. The gardenscape could
have been tidier, yet it was an interesting combination of elements
that piqued my imagination and brought a big smile to my face.

This is the time of year when gratitude is at the forefront of our
thoughts and intentions. For me, being grateful for nature and gardens
is rooted in the numerous benefits to our well-being, physical, emo-
tional, and mental. Nature is my cathedral where I feel connected to
the earth and the cycles of life.

How can we grow with gratitude this autumn? The benefits are
immense. Let us count the ways!

1. Spending time surrounded by nature promotes a healthier lifestyle
by encouraging physical activity.
2. Gardening is a moderate-intensity exercise that contributes to
stronger hearts and body flexibility.
3. Toreduce stress, anxiety, and depression, while increasing posi-
tivity in mental health, get your hands in the dirt.
4. Experiencing the fall colors, smells, and sounds of the rustling
leaves calms our nerves and rejuvenates our minds.

... continued on Page OH 7
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Growing with gratitude

... continued from OH6

5. An awareness of our natural environment
with its biodiversity and living organism inter-
dependence helps us appreciate living on our
beautiful planet.

6. Humans are uplifted by the sensory-rich vi-
sual impact of the shapes and textures found in
nature.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: Be the Star You
Are!® charity volunteers will once again
collaborate for Santa Day at 5A, Dec. 2 from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 5 A Rent-a-Space, 455
Moraga Rd. #F, Moraga. FREE crafts, holiday
treats, plus a photo with Santa and his elf!
Thanks to Mark Hoogs State Farm Insurance,

www.TeamHoogs.com, for sponsoring BTSYA.

More info:
www.bethestaryouare.org/copy-of-events

continue to

For more gardening advice for all seasons, check out Growing

with the Goddess Gardener at

https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/books. Raised in the vineyards
of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New York Times best-selling
author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media and writing
coach as well as the Founder and Executive Director of Be the
Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio
Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com. Her newest children’s
picture book, Family Forever, from the series, Stella Bella’s

Barnyard Adventures is available now at

https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Hire Cynthia for
writing projects, garden consults, and inspirational lectures.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com

Cynthia Brian
advocates to

deadhead roses
through winter.

7. Agarden is a growing university of higher
education. Nature offers a hands-on laboratory
for learning about biology, ecology, geology, and
all earth science.

8. Growing our groceries is an exercise in sus-
tainable living. We don’t need a green thumb to
grow fresh produce, just patience and play.

9. Essential ecosystems such as pollination, air
purification, and soil fertility maintain the bio-
diversity and balance of our natural world.

10. Gardens foster a sense of community. Com-
munity gardens provide opportunities to collab-
orate, share knowledge, and build relationships.
11. By absorbing carbon dioxide and releasing
oxygen, trees and plants play a crucial role in
mitigating climate change. Green spaces cool the
environment.

12. Recreational activities abound in nature.

OUR HOMES

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: OH7

Birdwatching is a personal favorite as I attempt
to learn more about our avian friends. Walking,
picnicking, or just being outside in the fresh fall
air offers a sense of satisfaction, relaxation, and
enjoyment.

To achieve a fulfilling and balanced life,
gratitude for all things is a necessary compo-
nent. When we recognize the myriad ways that
nature enhances our well-being, we begin to
cultivate an attitude of gratitude that will per-
meate everything we do. Go into the garden and
grow with gratitude. It is the fairest blossom of
all.

Wishing you a healthy and happy day of
thanks. Celebrate living with grace and
gratitude.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy
Thanksgiving!

McDonnel

I \Q) Nursery

Christmas trees coming Thanksgiving week)

& il

-

family owned since 1933 )

Christmas Trees
Wreaths ¢ Garland ¢ Ornaments
Poinsettias « Holiday Décor ¢ Gifts
www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way -« (925) 254-3713 « Open Wednesday - Sunday
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51 Las Palomas

A light-filled home on a sun-
drenched lot features 4 bd/2 ba, a
glistening pool & expansive views
in the hills of OCC!

$1,480,000

37 & 20 La Madronal
A private sanctuary in the Orinda
Hills which features two detached
residences & 11 separate parcels
totaling approximately 4 acres!

$2,995,000

2 Stanton Court

This open concept 4 bd/ 3 ba
home feels like a brand-new build!
Bright & airy w/ 2782 SF, chef's
kitchen, wood oak floors & a

detached office! $2’2 50’000

LAFAYETTE MORAGA

Palhilr
il Y % Pending!
3445 Shangri-La Road
Desirable Reliez Valley
neighborhood offers amazing
privacy, stunning views, beautiful
architecture on an almost 1 acre

g

1379 Camino Peral, Unit B
Spacious 3 bd/ 2.5 ba townhouse
features updated kitchen, private
patio & convenient access to
shopping, restaurants & more!

56 Wandel Drive

This single level home features 4
bds/2.5 ba and 2,178 square feet
plus a bonus office space in the

garage!
lot!
t $1,999,000 $869,000 $5,700/mo.
PLEASSANT HILL ~ WALNUT CREEK BERKELEY
‘ o

=

1409A Spruce Street
Beautifully refreshed & filled with
light! 1bd/1ba unit is quiet &
private yet close to UC, shops,
transportation & parks!

$589,000

550 Odin Drive
Single level 4 bd/ 2 ba rancher has
a great floor plan w/ wonderful
indoor/outdoor flow!

1160 Lindell Drive

Located on a mostly flat .35 acre
lot, this 3 bd/2 ba Walnut Heights
rancher is the home you've been
looking for!

$955,000 $1,560,000

o facebook.com/VillageAssociates
0 twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

228 El Toyonal
Mid-century 3 bd/ 2 ba gem offers
privacy & views of the Briones
reservoir. Enjoy being close to
downtown Orinda but feel like you

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com (@EEAKSIEhRaIES

The Village
Associates:

ORINDA

Ashley Battersby

Shannon Conner

Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich

Emily Estrada
Joan Evans

Linda Friedman

are worlds away! $899 000 Liz Gallagher
Claudia Gohler
MORAGA Ari Hatton

I

il Gillian Judge Hogan

Dexter Honens Il
Christina Linezo
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy

. - Karen Murphy
1944 Ascot Drive

Amazing 2 bd/ 1.5 bd 1234 sqft John Nash
Moraga townhome w/ views of the ) )
hills from the upper & lower decks! Altie Schmitt
Ann Sharf
$3,100/mo.
Amy Rose Smith
DANVILLE Molly Smith
5. —
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Alexis Thompson
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
a Ignacio Vega
300 Camaritas Way
Beautiful Shadow Hills 5 bd/ 2.5 ba Ann Ward

remodel includes 2,6660 sqft, a
chef's kitchen and an Entertainer’s
dream backyard!

Margaret Zucker

$2,095,000

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392



