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READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

Chris & Tracy have your new home!
1277 Bollinger Canyon Road, Moraga
4 BR| 3 BA 2,500+ SF | 11+ AC
Off the grid, yet minutes to modern

See public meetings schedule on these

pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Orinda Public Meetings
City Council

Regular Meeting:

Tuesday, Jan. 10, 7 p.m.

By Teleconference Only
Planning Commission
Tuesday, Jan. 18, 7 p.m.
By Teleconference Only
Supplemental Sales Tax
Oversight Commission

Wednesday, Jan. 11, 6:30 p.m.
By Teleconference Only

Share your thoughts, insights
and opinions with your
community.

Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

conveniences. Situated on a picturesque
landscape, offering mesmerizing sunset
and sunrise panoramas. This property
seamlessly merges seclusion, serenity,
| and opulent living. As an exclusive
# bonus, experience sustainable living with
two expansive solar greenhouses and
two storage outbuildings.
Offered at $1,685,000 | 1277bollinger.com
Chris and Tracy have been prowdmg expert Real Estate Leadership in Lamorinda for over 3 decades.
Call us at 925.766.1447 to schedule your private tour of this wonderful property.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented
herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Chris Swim
Tracy Keaton
DRE. 00943989 | 01051349
9257661447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

COMPASS

Orinda U-turn: city council agrees to han Zoom
comments at meetings

By Sora O’Doherty

After a tie vote on the ratifica-
tion of a decision by Orinda
City Manager David Biggs to
end the availability of remote
comments during city council
meetings on the Zoom plat-
form resulted in the recom-
mendation not being adopted
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LeapFrog Plumbing

TJo all our Lamorinda customers:

Ho Ho Ho! You’re the best!

We thank you for the privilege of
hoppin’ to it for you this year! We
wish you true peace, love and joy.
May you have a safe and Plumb
Hoppy Holiday.

Head Frog Mo Williams
The one-call plumber

Gas, Water & Sewer
e Emergency service

e Repairs & installation

e Video sewer inspection
e Copper re-piping

* Preventive checkups
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e High Pressure Jetter for
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tankless/hybrid water
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$50 off

Any new faucet or
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*1 coupon per service Exp 1/15/24
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Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

LeapFrog is a vendor
for PG&E gas service.
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www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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in November, the council re-
considered the matter at its
Dec. 5 meeting. With Council
Member Janet Riley and the
rest of the council members
present, the recommendation
was adopted by a vote of 4-1.

One public comment was
submitted on the subject for
the December meeting by
Steve Cohn, who argued that
the city council should not
limit Zoom comments but
should actually do just the op-
posite, returning more public
meetings to the Zoom plat-
form. “It is hard enough to be
heard in this City,” he wrote,
“making it harder to be heard
and to hear what others are
saying (which is the case once
you stop Zooming meetings)
does not produce a better
Orinda.” It was clarified dur-
ing the December meeting
that city council meetings
would continue to be available
to watch on Zoom and on
YouTube. Only public com-
ments during the meeting via
the Zoom platform would be
suspended. Several other writ-
ten public comments in favor
of keeping Zoom comments
open had been submitted
prior to the November
meeting.

Council member Riley ini-
tially indicated that she
wouldn’t agree to ratify the
city manager’s recommenda-
tion to end Zoom comments.
However, upon hearing com-
ments for the rest of the coun-
cil, which she deemed to be

persuasive, and based on the
very low use of Zoom com-
ments during the initial trial
period, Riley did vote with the
majority to prohibit Zoom
comments during city council
meetings. Council Member
Brandyn Iverson changed her
vote, also based on the data
that showed that there had
been very little public utiliza-
tion of the ability to comment
via Zoom, but Council Mem-
ber Latika Malkani voted to
continue to allow remote com-
ments via Zoom during
meetings.

Vice Mayor Darlene Gee
was particularly passionate on
the subject. She believes that
there are groups outside of
the community, indeed, out-
side of the country, who are
looking for opportunities to
inject hate speech into local
communities using Zoom, and
that, as more and more com-
munities prohibit the use of
Zoom for public comments,
those groups will actively seek
out the ones who have not yet
banned Zoom comments. “I
don’t understand why we’re
inviting hate speech into our
community that is not from
our community,” she said. “It
is not okay for anybody to just
be able to say anything they
want. And I find it reprehensi-
ble to think that we just want
to set ourselves up for this
when we have no obligation to
do so. To me this is not free-
dom of speech, this is freedom
of keeping hate speech out of

our community,” she
concluded.

Mayor Inga Miller
brought her personal history
to bear on the subject, recall-
ing a time when she was a stu-
dent at Miramonte High
School and was exposed to
speech by the Hells Angels
Motorcycle Club. She also con-
sidered the history of broad-
cast media in the past, citing
the examples of the use of ra-
dio by Adolph Hitler before
World War II and how radio
broadcasts generated geno-
cide in Rwanda. “We’re not
worried about words,” she
said, “we’re worried about
what people do with those
words and what it empow-
ers.” She noted that if a per-
son from Orinda appears at a
city council meeting, there are
consequences to what they
say, as they are known to the
local community. But she
added, “we’re not talking
about people in Contra Costa
County or California or the
United States. We’re giving
the microphone to Russia, to
Hamas, we’re giving the mi-
crophone to everybody all
over the world and I don’t see
any rational reason that we
would do that.”

However, it was agreed
that if technology develops
better systems for dealing
with hate speech via remote
platforms in the future, re-
mote comments could once
again be allowed, if the coun-
cil so decides.

Give a cheer for visiting Czech
student Eliska Tumova

By Sora O’Doherty

Eliska Tumova was a member
of the Czech cheer team that
won the last World Champi-
onship Junior All Girl Ad-
vanced Cheer competition in
Florida last year, and this year
she is competing in California
with the Miramonte cheer
team.

Tumova has been staying
with host Bobbie Landers,
who has been both enjoying
her company and trying to
share some of their favorite
things with her. Landers and
her daughter Merrily traveled
to Disneyland and Los Ange-
les with Tumova, and Lan-
ders’ daughter Holly took her
to Columbia State Historic
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Park in the Sierras. She’s been
hiking near Lake Tahoe and
attended a Sharks Hockey
game on Czech Heritage
Night. Three Czech players
are on the team.

Not that Tumova is a
stranger to travel. In addition
to the cheer competition in
Florida, she has traveled to
Turkey, Greece, Spain, Hun-
gary and Croatia. As well as
her excellent English, which
she has been studying since a
young age, she also studies
German. While at Miramonte
Tumova has been taking
classes in psychology, U.S.
government, advanced alge-
bra, public speaking, food,
and yoga. During football sea-
son she was on the sideline
cheer team before joining the
competitive cheer team like at
home, she says. At home in
the Czech Republic Tumova
studies accounting, market-
ing, and written and elec-
tronic communications at the
Business Academy of Econom-
ics.

Tumova’s mother is a sec-
retary and her father teaches
high school. Her older sister
is now at Prague University
studying international trade
after spending quite a lot of
time in the U.S. and studying
at Texas A&M University. Tu-
mova heard about the oppor-
tunity to study in Orinda from
her history teacher at home,
whose daughter was the visit-
ing student here in 2009-10.
Tumova says she might also
be interested in attending a
U.S. college.
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As a visiting student for a
semester, Tumova has to do fi-
nals, and then she will be re-
turning to the Czech Republic
at the beginning of January.
When asked about the high-
lights of her visit, Tumova en-
thusiastically gushed, “the
whole trip!” She’s made
friends for life in Orinda, she
added. She also found time
for some shopping at the out-
lets and in Walnut Creek.

The next Czech visiting
student is currently being
selected, and will need a
host family next August
through the end of 2024.
Anyone interested in being
a host should contact Bobbie
Landers at (925) 254-8260.
Landers will be very happy
to share her wonderful
experience hosting Eliska
and to sign you up as a
potential host.



