Page: 8

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

Letters to the editor

A Better Rezoning Plan for Orinda

The recent mailing of notices to some
Orinda residents, advising of the first
phase of proposed rezoning consistent
with its adopted Housing Element, has re-

comply with the state mandate that the
city rezone to allow 1,359 new housing
units. The first phase of the current rezon-
ing plan, presented to the Planning Com-
mission and a large audience of concerned
residents on Dec. 12, 2023, calls for adding

newed interest in how Orinda can best 286 housing units at the three churches
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Awais Saeed Mughal

June 15, 1970 — Dec. 15, 2023
- wais Saeed Mughal was born in Lahore,

. S “ Pakistan on June 15, 1970. He passed away

" on Dec. 15,2023 in Walnut Creek, California after
a brief battle with an aggressive illness. He was
only 53 years old.

Awais is survived by his loving wife, Sonya
Mughal, his two children, Emma Sabene Mughal
and Dylan Scott Mughal; their mother, Caitlin
Doran; his beloved mother, Shakeela, and his
older brother Salman and his family. Awais was
predeceased by his father Saced Mughal, who
passed away in 2008.

Awais’ parents immigrated from Pakistan to the United States in 1972, when Awais
was just two years old and his brother was three. They initially moved to Newton, MA,
and in 1979 relocated to Chicago. The family settled in Country Club Hills, a suburb
south of Chicago, until 1986, before moving to Williamstown, MA. Awais attended
Williams College in 1988 and graduated with a degree in Political Economy.

Upon graduation, he moved to Washington D.C. and started his career in
commercial real estate investing at La Salle Partners. Awais lived in Washington until
2000, when he moved to Lafayette, CA, a suburb of San Francisco.

Awais dedicated the entirety of his career to commercial real estate investing. It
was his passion. He made his mark on the broader San Francisco real estate community,
not only professionally but also personally. He retired at the end of June this year, but
his involvement in the broader community continued with his involvement in The Park
Theatre Trust in Lafayette. He also contributed to NAIOP, served as Past President of
the San Francisco chapter, and was involved in the formation and development of the
Young Professionals Group, and the NAIOP Executive Development program.

Awais lived life to its fullest, making friends wherever he went. His smile lit up
every room he walked into. He was humble. He was kind. He had a big heart, sharp
mind, strong will, quick wit, and dry sense of humor. He loved to travel and he loved
the outdoors. He loved to entertain and was known for his culinary (grilling) skills. He
was a genius at Wordle and the NYT Crosswords. His love for sports was unrivaled.
Listening to music was a favorite passion, and his taste in music ranged from heavy
metal to country and everything in between. Watching him sing Bette Midler’s “The
Rose” a few times at karaoke was always priceless. Awais’ generosity knew no bounds.
He strongly believed in giving to those who were less privileged and was a massive
supporter of the Contra Costa Food Bank.

Maintaining his close relationships and friendships was always a top priority. He
was so proud of his children and was an incredibly loving and supportive partner to
his wife, Sonya. He remained close, till the very end, with several Williams College
classmates, middle school friends in Chicago, and many friends and business associates
within the broader San Francisco real estate community.

Awais’ philosophy on life was simple: treasure your family and friends, give to
those less fortunate, and enjoy life to the fullest without delay.

The loss of Awais leaves a profound void. He was laid to rest in a private burial at
the Oakmont Cemetery in Lafayette on Dec. 19, and a Celebration of Life will be held
in his honor this Spring.
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south of downtown, and at Miramonte
High School. Additional rezoning, not yet
announced, would allow an additional 421
to 1,618 units to be added downtown. Con-
cerns expressed at the meeting, and on-
line, concerned traffic, schools, and emer-
gency response and evacuation.

Preliminary important note: that fact
that the city designates a site as for “af-
fordable housing” is not binding on the
owner or developer; they are free to decide
whether to reduce rents/prices and restrict
tenants/buyers for some or all of the units
to “affordable” levels.

Here is a better plan: (1) Miramonte
High School: no housing. (2) Churches
south of downtown: Take into account new
SB 4, that provides that, notwithstanding
current single family zoning, affordable
housing can be built at churches as a mat-
ter of right, regardless of zoning, at a den-
sity of 20 units/acre. Given this reality, a
density of 20 units/acre might as well be
included in the state-mandate Housing EI-
ement and zoning.

(3) Downtown: add at most 240 units
per the recommendation of the 2017 re-
port Orinda received from the Urban Law
Institute’s Technical Assistance Panel.
Adding more housing than that downtown
will jam traffic on Moraga Way and on
Camino Pablo, both of which lead only to
downtown, and will, as the EIR found,
have a “significant” adverse impact on
emergency response and evacuation.

(4) CalTrans parcel near CalShakes
and across Highway 24 from Wilder: add
the balance of the required housing ex-
cluding market rate (approx 700 units)
here, in a high density, mixed income (50%
affordable), mixed use small village devel-
opment, based on N. Berkeley BART plans
(buildings three to eight stories with park-
ing and open space), plus a shuttle to
downtown and BART, and amenities such
as a casual restaurant or brew pub, conve-
nience store. Although HCD rejected the
city's plan for the CalTrans parcel, the
most likely reason was that the city pro-
posed only a low income isolated project
without amenities, which housing advo-
cacy groups opposed. HCD didn't totally
reject use of the CalTrans parcel, as some
believe. In fact, to the contrary, HCD di-
rected the city "to rezone the CalTrans
Gateway site and decertify the site to allow
for affordable housing development by
January 2026." Focusing on the CalTrans
parcel would reduce the impact on schools
south of Orinda, and the increased school
population on the north side could be at
least partially absorbed if the School Dis-
trict exercises its option to build a new el-
ementary school at Wilder. Doing so
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would also minimize the adverse impacts
on traffic, and on emergency response and
evacuation.

My plan would balance the require-
ments of the state mandate with a goal of
minimizing adverse impacts on traffic,
schools, and emergency response and
evacuation.

Nick Waranoff
Orinda

Orinda Bans Public Comments on Zoom

Thank you Lamorinda Weekly for re-
porting on the public participation trav-
esty occurring in Orinda ("Orinda U-turn",
Dec. 20). "Reacting” to an imagined inun-
dation of hate speech by communists, Is-
lamic terrorists, and Hells Angels, Orinda's
City Manager banned public comment via
Zoom from public meetings. And after two
sessions of discussions, the City Council
endorsed the prohibition.

For two and a half years, all City
meetings were conducted on Zoom with
no incidence of hate speech. In March, in-
person meetings resumed but the City
Manager "advised" the Council that it
would be too difficult or expensive to pro-
vide Zoom access to any meeting other
than Council and Planning Commission
meetings. (An internet search of Zoom
Rooms and technology like Meeting Owl
suggests otherwise.)

Did this disuse of technology have any
impact on public participation? Prior to
the shutting down of Zoom, the SSTOC
(which is the watchdog managing $4 mil-
lion a year of Measure R sales tax revenue)
conducted 23 monthly meetings on Zoom
with 70 comments from 13 residents. In
the ten months since Zoom was ended, one
resident attended and commented at one
meeting. Mission accomplished. Keep
those pesky citizens away.

What is the City manager afraid of?
That residents might voice objections to his
policies? Like spending almost 90% of es-
sential service funding, including Measure
R's $4 million, on roads and storm drains
while spending less than 10% on wildfire
fuel mitigation, which Measure R was sup-
posed to address? Or that after three years
the City's wildfire prevention "plan" still
has no way to measure the impact of mea-
sures taken because the City Manager told
the Council that the City has "other"
priorities?

Steve Cohn
Orinda

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence — we
will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be factually
accurate. Lamorinda Weekly reserves the right to refuse publishing a letter submission. Visit
www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular
mail: Lamorinda Weekly, 1480 Moraga Road STE C #202, Moraga, CA 94556

Thank You Lamorinda Weekly Advertisers

Please join us in thanking all the local businesses, nonprofits, schools and cities for their
advertising support in 2023. They made this FREE local newspaper possible for Lamorinda.

Best Wishes to all in 2024!
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