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Residents gather on rainy Saturday
to work together on Two Parks

Submitted by Grace Dixon
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The early morning chill
and constant rainfall on
Jan. 20 did not dampen
the neighborhood's col-
laboration on two park
designs. Residents age 0-
85 years joined together
in the spirit of mutual
respect and shared love
for Leigh Creekside Park
and Gazebo Park.

City Parks Director
Jonathan Katayanagi
welcomed the large
crowd into a 600-square-
foot tent, and more
neighbors gathered out-
side under umbrellas.
Scientific Art Studio
(SAS), the design team
for these two projects,
began the workshop
with Creative Director
Ron Holthuysen.

SAS designed the
artful playgrounds at
San Francisco Zoo, Oak-
land Zoo, Bay Area Dis-
covery Museum Lookout
Cove, and more. As rain-
drops tapped nonstop
overhead, Holthuysen
invited members of the
public to share their
hopes for the two parks.
He emphasized the stu-
dio's preference for
natural-looking play en-
vironments and natural
materials, a sentiment
shared by key stake-
holders and the commu-
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nity. Members of the
public then offered con-
structive feedback and
ideas, including a re-
quest that East Bay Re-
gional Parks District re-
pair the adjacent con-
necting trail.

After more than 10
years, the key stakehold-
ers agreed that a small
front section of Leigh
Creekside Park, between
the pathway and Moraga
Boulevard, may be re-
designed as a nature-
inspired playscape for
children up to 4 years
old. They also agreed
that the larger, active
play environment for 5-
to 8-year-olds will shift
to a creekside portion of
the Gazebo parking lot.

One 85-year-old park
neighbor said, "I think
change is inevitable and
I have no problem with
what is going on. I think
it is wonderful. ... I think
it will be a better thing.
One of the things that
never changes is
change." The workshop
concluded with SAS's Jon
Betthauser and Xilou
Wang distributing dot
stickers for audience
members to place on the
displayed play element
images they preferred
from other SAS projects.

Photo Scientific Art Studio

Both properties are
city-owned, but these
designs require commu-
nity donations. All Ages
Recreation Downtown
(AARD) is a Lafayette-
based 501(c)(3) nonprofit
actively fundraising for
these two new park de-
signs. The deadline to
raise the remaining
$50,000 needed for
Phase 1 is quickly ap-
proaching this October.
To make a tax-
deductible donation or
to volunteer to help, visit
allagesplay.org.

Mayor Gina Dawson,
Council Member Carl
Anduri, East Bay Re-
gional Park District's Dee
Rosario, and Lafayette's
Parks, Trails, and Recre-
ation Commission also
attended the workshop.
The Community Foun-
dation of Lafayette and
All Ages Recreation
Downtown brought chil-
dren's activities, multiple
tents, and seven teen
volunteers to help kids
play and craft.

The second parks
design workshop date is
to be determined. To stay
informed, sign up
at www.lovelafayette.
org/two-parks to receive
email updates from the
City of Lafayette.

925-377-0977
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Honored in RealTrends Top 1.5% of Agents in the Nation

KATZMAN

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

COMPASS

Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 38 years.

925.376.7777
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

448 Kingsford Dr.
Moraga

r Pending in 7 days.
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Coming Soon | Rare Duplex Coming Soon | View Home

1522 Rishell Dr.
Call for details.

40 La Encinal, Orinda
Call for details.
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Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense
to assess what improvements can be made so that youre not
leaving money on the table at closing. But what are those
improvements? Let's work together well before a sale so that you
can benefit from my expertise as a strategic partner!
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As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

Lafayette council streamlines
transportation projects for
future funding

... continued from Page 1

and the Pleasant Hill
Road Center-Median
Multi-Use Pathway Pro-
ject. Each project in-
volves funding for dif-
ferent phases, such as to
initiate studies, or move
into design stages, or to
complete construction of
approved designs,
among others.

Council Member
Carl Anduri voiced con-
cern about downtown
corridor mobility and
safety planning that he
believes should be more
complete before invest-
ing council discussion
and staff time into the
unfunded projects. Pub-
lic comments primarily
addressed the center-
median pathway project,

with people suggesting
the project needed more
clarification as to loca-
tion, design, and other
details before being in-
cluded on the project
list. Prioritizing and
eliminating some of the
projects to better focus
on fewer projects most
important to the city and
its residents received
support from a person
participating virtually.
Mayor Gina Dawson
said prioritizing the list
in consideration of
staff’s limited time as
was suggested by the
pubic speaker was ad-
visable. Council Member
Teresa Gerringer and
Anduri said it would be
premature to approve
the entire list without
more time for the coun-

cil to study and hold
conversations about the
Pleasant Hill pathway
project. That project was
removed from the list.

The EBMUD Aque-
duct Pathway Project
was determined by the
council to be a priority,
and council invited the
engineering department
to determine the priori-
tization of the remaining
four projects based on
which are best posi-
tioned for grant oppor-
tunities as they arise.
The council unani-
mously approved a mo-
tion to support the
staff’s request to move
forward with funding
requests when they be-
come available.

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Cosmetic

Surgery
Facelift
Facial Implants ® Fillers
Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift

Ear Surgery

Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMAG®), Restylane®)
¢ Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services

Eyelid Surgery ® Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Before

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a
nationally recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
surgeon, opened a private practice in Downtown Orinda to
better serve Lamorinda patients. Specializing entirely in
the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is nationally recognized for

providing patients with beautiful, elegant, and natural results.

Matthew Tamplen, MD

Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION
96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824  Double Board-Certified
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

TAMPLEN

Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.

C@OMPASS

JUST SOLD WITH MULTIPLE OFFERS
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40 Virginia Ct., Walnut Creek
40VirginiaCt.com

Celebrate 2024 In Style!

Call Us To Elevate
Your Lifestyle

#NewYearNewHome

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466
Follow us @brydonives

BRYDON &IVES

BRIE AL

EETATE TEAM

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for
informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be
construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.




