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We®Guests

JOIN US ANY FRIDAY*
Complimentary Breakfast & a Great Speaker
Lafayette Veteran’s Bldg. - 7 AM (no RSVP)

See public meetings schedule on
these pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

Town of Moraga:
WWww.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

FOUMBATION REPAIR

707-532-2468 LIMITED TIME OFFER

GET_A FREE INSPECTION $50° OFF*

* Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $500. Coupon must be presented at time of

CRAWL SPWCE REPAIR COMCRETE LIFTING

*except Feb. 7

LamorindaSunrise.org/speakers

inspection. Offer may not be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer.
Ask inspector for further details. Promo valid through 03/31/2024. i

Council gets update on Corliss Drive public safety improvements

By Vera Kochan

Corliss Drive public
safety improvements
with regards to Safe
Routes to School (Los
Perales Elementary) has
been on the town’s
radar since 2004, thanks
to local residents who
are concerned about the
hazards pedestrians

and cyclists face on a
daily basis — specifically,
the dangers involving
the northern part of
Corliss Drive from
Warfield Drive to where
the street converts to
Sullivan Drive stretch-
ing to Arroyo Drive.

In 2004, Moraga in-
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stalled a raised con-
crete sidewalk on the
eastern portion of
Corliss Drive between
Camino Ricardo and
Wakefield Drive. In
2010, the same type of
sidewalk was installed
on a portion of Corliss
Drive from Wakefield
Drive north to Warfield
Drive.

The current request
for improvements by
residents has already
gone through two
phases with the help of
professional services
from Traffic Engineer-
ing Lead Nate Levine of
Sandis Engineers, Sur-
veyors and Planners,
contracted by the town
in December 2022. To
date, the project has
involved site investiga-
tion, survey, and data
gathering as well as
public outreach to es-
tablish community-
based public safety im-
provement options.

Several design op-
tions/alternatives were
presented during a
community Zoom
meeting in September
2023. Option 1 - Quick
Build Alternative with

at pavement grade, de-
lineated shoulder multi-
use lane (paint & plas-
tic). Option 2 — At pave-
ment grade, delineated
shoulder multi-use lane
(with asphalt berm and
plastic vertical delin-
eators). Option 3A -
Raised concrete side-
walk. Option 3B -
Raised concrete side-
walk and buffered bike
lane. Option 4 - Sepa-
rated raised multi-use
path. Option 5 — At
pavement grade multi-
use pathway (one-way
vehicle traffic).
According to a Jan.
23 staff report to the
town council by Public
Works Director/Town
Engineer Shawn Knapp,
“Based on the commu-
nity input provided, the
most desired public
safety measure is Op-
tion 3A (construction of
a Raised Concrete Side-
walk along the outer ra-
dius of the Corliss
Drive/Sullivan Drive
curve). The next desired
public safety measure is
Option 2 (installation of
an At Pavement Grade,
Delineated Shoulder
Multi-Use Lane with an
Asphalt Berm and Plas-
tic Vertical Delineators
along the outer radius
of the Corliss Drive/Sul-
livan Drive curve).” Op-
tion 3A carries with it a
preliminary construc-
tion cost estimate of
$1.4 million and may be
implemented within 1.5

to 3 years if funding is
available.

The report went on
to explain the reasoning
behind the residents’
choices. “Community
members expressed a
preference for raised
concrete facilities over
roadway-grade facilities
to provide the desired
safety and security for
pedestrians and school
children. Adjacent
property owners ex-
pressed a desire to im-
plement an aesthetically
pleasing project that
maintains on-street ve-
hicle parking and pri-
vate landscaping. These
residents preferred the
raised concrete side-
walk or at-grade multi-
use lane with an asphalt
berm.”

During the council
meeting, Moraga Police
Chief Jon King spoke in
favor of Option 3A, stat-
ing, “It’s the one that
would get the kids off
the street. Also, while
we’re impinging upon
the neighbors and tak-
ing a piece of the right-
of-way, we are leaving
them their on-street
parking, which also ac-
tually provides another
safety barrier between a
moving vehicle and the
sidewalk.”

Town Manager Scott
Mitnick discussed the
various construction
funding strategies such
as the Transportation
Development Act (TDA)
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Students currently walk in the street or step up
onto landscaping on their way to and from school.

Grant, gas tax, Measure
J, Measure K, Develop-
ment Impact Fees
(LFFA), Reserves, Gen-
eral Fund, and other
grants.

The town council
decided to have staff
explore interim options
such as no parking
signs, striping and Flex-
Posts before committing
to a specific option later.
They also requested that
the affected residents be
consulted with regards
to the interim option.

Council members
additionally directed
staff to continue to pur-
sue the raised concrete
sidewalk within the
town’s right-of-way
along the outer radius
of the Corliss Drive/Sul-
livan Drive curve (Op-
tion 3A), as the pre-
ferred public safety im-
provement project; di-

rected the town man-
ager to develop a fund-
ing strategy to fund the
project; and adopt a
proposed resolution au-
thorizing the town engi-
neer to apply for a Fis-
cal Year 2024-25, TDA
improvement grant to
fund a portion of the
project.

With a vote of 3
(yes) to 2 (no), Vice
Mayor Steve Woehleke
and Council Member
Renata Sos explained
that they don’t wish to
continue to burden staff
on a project that may
not succeed without ad-
ditional infusion of the
town’s funds. However,
all members were in
agreement when it
came to thanking staff
for all of the time and
work that has thus far
been devoted to the
project.

COMPASS

Custom Home with Incredible Gardens!

Moraga town manager unwinds
by building cities with Legos

By Vera Kochan

build from Lego kits that
he’s purchased, and at
the moment he’s in the
process of constructing
the “city series” stating,
“My dream is to com-
plete all of the buildings
so I can have my own
downtown. I've done
five or six so far; there
are over a dozen. I've al-
ways been a 'city series’
guy, because it’s con-
nected to what I do for a
living.”

He was approxi-
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mately 8 years old when

Town Manager Scott Mitnick with his (from left) he was gifted his first

Lego business card holder, monthly calendar,

l*J B x‘m Hoar

Bk Al HHUUF

1307 Larch Ave, Moraga

4 Bed + Office | 3 Bath | 3850 Sqft | $2,795,000

Just Listed! Exquisite custom home with high-end finishes,
seamless flow & spacious floorplan. Beautiful backyard with
pool, spa and fabulous gardens. 1307LarchAve.com
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Anya Gorman

Anya@Orinda.com

415.747.1835
DRE 02095784

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes
o only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining
the services of an architect or engineer, This s not intended to solicit property already listed.
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Elena Hood
Elena@Orinda.com
925.254.3030
DRE 01221247

White House, and 1891 Town Hall.

Not only is Moraga’s
town council loaded
with talented individu-
als who are painters,
woodworkers, potters
and vintners, Town
Manager Scott Mitnick
has a talent for building
just about anything with
Legos.

On display in Mit-
nick’s office is a multi-
story replica of an 1891

town hall complete with
a tiny man on the top
floor balcony surveying
the implied city below
him. Mitnick insists that
the figure is a city man-
ager, while this reporter
argues that it’s a mayor.
In this case only, this re-
porter defers to the
builder of the building
and his imagination.
Mitnick likes to

box of Legos, which
were only red and white
with some movable
windows and black tires
(in case a vehicle was in
the making). Those early
Legos came with no in-
structions, and kids
were expected to use
their imaginations,
which was usually lim-
ited to building a house,
given the contents of the
box.

... continued on next Page

Serving the LaMorinda
area for 10 years as

former branch manager
of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.

(925) 338-9304
877-7RATMAN

1044 Stuart St., Lafayette

Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.

All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks,
and squirrel-proofing. Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.

Customer service is my #1 priority.
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Town Council

Wed., Feb. 14, 6:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 28, 6:30 p.m.
Planning Commission:
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 6:30
pm.

Park and Recreation
Commission:

TBA



